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ABSTRACT TC "ABSTRACT" \f C \l "1" 
This study assessed on the factors causing girls dropout in Busega district. Specific objectives of the study were to explore the school girls dropout status in Busega district, examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district and identify way forward in order to mitigate girls dropout in Busega district. The study applied mixed design and involved parents, school committees leaders, Head of schools, Ward Executive Officers and District Education Officer. Interview, questionnaire and documentation review were applied as the method of data collection. Findings shows that factors causing girls dropout are more domestic chores to girls leading to losing interest in school attendance, temptation caused by men on the way to school leading to pregnancy, girls sacrifice to go to work in town so that the family get income, Sukuma culture take a girl child as source of wealth through receiving pride price. The findings further show that the factors for girls drop out in Busega include heavy domestic chores to girls, girls being tempted by men to engage in love affairs and girls being lobbed to go for paid jobs in town and cities. The findings lastly show that imposing heavy penalties, improving school learning environment for girls, developing policies for girls to persist in school and developing comprehensive plan for checking girls attendance were recommended mitigation measures to reduce drop out among girls in Busega district. Some of the recommendations included; The government through the Ministry of Regional administration and local government authority in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to design and establish appropriate guideline on mitigating girls dropout so that to allow every enrolled child complete studies as required.
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CHAPTER ONE TC "CHAPTER ONE" \f C \l "1" 
BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM TC "BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM" \f C \l "1" 
 1.1 Introduction TC "1.1 Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
This study assessed factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega District. The study explored the school girls dropout status in Busega district, examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district and identify way forward in order to mitigate girls dropout in Busega district. This chapter consists of background to the problem, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, relevance of the research, organisation of the study, scope of the study and limitation of the study. 
1.2 Background to the Problem TC "1.2 Background to the Problem" \f C \l "1" 
Education plays a major role in the development of human skills and in fact, the growth of any country highly depends on the education of their people. Diaz (2018) presented that, from the global perspective, it is widely accepted that education is the main factor that contribute to poverty alleviation and has an impact on all aspects of human life. Adam (2016) found that, to emphasize the significance of education, most countries in the United Nations have agreed on the provision of education not only as a basic right to every individual but countries must have firm strategies to enrol all age-appropriate children to school based on fee free education, expansion of services, accountability of all those who harden children education.
In achieving the United Nations goal is where the education for all emerged. Wedgwood (2015) found that Tanzania is among the countries which accepted the objectives of education for all by expanding and investing in education starting with primary education. Despite international efforts to universalize education, dropout is still a challenge of education for all over the world. This is because the increase in enrolment due to fee free education cause student to drop out of the school every year (Sekiya, 2017).

According to the UNESCO (2020), 1.4% of students with a corresponding number of 5.2 million girls and 5.7 million boys in secondary school risk dropping out of school in the world in 2020. United Nations noted that, 42% of sub–Saharan African secondary school children drop when reaching the second year of studies. United Republic of Tanzania (2022) presented that from 2015 to 2021, a total of 28914 secondary school girls dropout due pregnancy which related with engaging in economic activities while attending school.

School girls dropout can be influenced by various factors. The study conducted by Sateesh and Sakher (2014) in India found that, the problem of girls dropout is big due to the factors such as financial problem, death of parents, long distance from home to school, early marriage, school cost and household work. Girls dropout in schools remains a problem in the progress of education in India. 
Likewise, the problem of girls dropout can be seen in Nigeria for a long time even before their independence in 1960 (Ajaja, 2012). In this study, found that poverty, immoral relationship among students, early marriage and parents illiterate was the factors for girls dropout. Hence the students dropout contributed to the increase of large numbers of school aged children that are out of the school (UNICEF, 2012).

Similarly in Ghana, girls dropout has become a serious problem especially in rural areas. Adam (2016) in his study revealed that poverty and child labour, sickness, early marriage, death of parents and long distance from home to school were the factors for girls dropout in Ghana contributed to the increase of unemployed youth as well as the increase of crime in the society. 

The school girls dropout rate remains a big challenge for education sector in Uganda. Musimenta (2018) in his study found that, the death of parents, poverty, parent education level and early marriage were the factors that lead to students dropout. Likewise, the study conducted by Nabugoomu (2019) demonstrated that, students dropout in rural areas is high compared to urban areas. The researcher indicated that poor attitude toward education, child labour, lack of school meals and long distance from home to school are the factors causing high dropout among students in rural Uganda.
In Tanzania, girls dropout in secondary school is still the problem. Mzee (2014) on the study of education progress presented that family background is among the factor for students dropout in Tanzania. Family background made school girls engage in child labour activities such as fishing, fish processing and finding market for fish. The study conducted by Ziddy (2017) on challenges facing the implementation of girls education policy supported the fact that child labour is among social factor which have a greater contribution to student dropout.
United Republic of Tanzania (2018) introduced various interventions to ensure that school girls stay at school; Provision of guidance and counselling to students and parents, advocacy to the community; legal enforcement, presence of school feeding programme, enhancement of extra-curricular activities including self-reliance activities, sports and games in schools. International wise, UNESCO (2015) revealed that, following the formulation of various goals such as sustainable development goal 4 to promote quality of education and lifelong learning for all and other policy programme such as Education for all. These initiatives intend to improve students enrolment and full participation in secondary school education.
School girls dropout can also be seen in Zambia, Zimbabwe and Kenya. Simataa (2019) found that, the subject of girl child dropout has been and continue to be a heavily contested topic in Zambia. Effects of girls dropout cases were contributed by poverty, economic hardship and retarded personal and community development. In Zimbabwe, the study conducted by Mawere (2021) found that girl dropout is a serious problem that affects the national development of Zimbabwe and Africa. The study revealed that most of the girls dropout were a result of early marriages, abject poverty and economic hardship as well as religious and traditional beliefs that works against educating the girls. In Kenya, the study conducted by Mackatin (2022) found that girls dropout rate in secondary school is high than boys dropout rate. The extent to which parents economic status, early marriage and school environment influence girls dropout rate in secondary schools. Therefore, this study will explore the school girls dropout, examine factors causing girls dropout and identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district.
1.3 Statement of the problem TC "1.3 Statement of the problem" \f C \l "1" 
Attaining Tanzania development plan strategically embodied in the 2025 vision, there is a need to strengthen educational to the human force which will transform the economy to the middle level economy. World Bank (2016) presented that, Tanzania is among the countries which signed the commitment of Education for all, introduction of secondary Education Development Programme and Secondary Education Quality Improvement Programme to ensure that all learners are attending school as required.  

The United Nations Educational, scientific and cultural cooperation (UNESCO), and united Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) global initiative on out of school children in Tanzania on the study carried in 2018 concluded that 2.3 million children being within the secondary school age of 14-17 years are out of the school. These numbers show the relevance of the concern on out of school children and warrant the attention of policy.

A number of researches have been done on the dropout situation in Tanzania. A study carried out by Kalinga (2013) in Kilimanjaro, Mbeya and Dar es salaam identified social economic and political factors that cause dropout and government contribution to it. The study also sought parents views and attitudes toward education of boys and girls. The findings showed that causes for students dropout from school are lack of awareness on education matters and lack of education in the families, parents low income, cultural aspects such as early marriage, divorce, polygamy, lack of family planning and negative attitudes toward education especially for girls and parent deaths were also found to be the problems leading to school dropout. These observations make the understanding of the causes of dropout varied and will need specialize studies to understand the causes of dropout in various context. 
Local data to capture girls dropout in Busega district in 2022

	S/N
	Name of the secondary school
	Enrolled students girls in 2019
	Girls registered for CSEE exams in 2022
	Girls dropout
	Girls completion percentage
	Dropout percentage

	1
	Anthony Mtaka 
	270
	192
	78
	71
	29

	2
	Badugu 
	94
	66
	28
	70
	30

	3
	Bulima
	5
	24
	00
	100
	00

	4
	Dr. Chegeni 
	64
	49
	15
	77
	23

	5
	Igalukilo 
	80
	56
	24
	70
	30

	6
	Kabita 
	137
	102
	35
	74
	26

	7
	Kalemela 
	108
	74
	34
	69
	31

	8
	Kijilishi 
	51
	35
	16
	69
	31

	9
	Kishamapanda 
	109
	80
	29
	73
	27

	10
	Lamadi 
	24
	51
	00
	100
	00

	11
	Malili 
	97
	43
	54
	44
	56

	12
	Masanza 
	129
	89
	40
	69
	31

	13
	Mkula 
	95
	71
	24
	75
	25

	14
	Mwamagigisi 
	82
	48
	34
	59
	41

	15
	Mwasamba 
	53
	35
	18
	66
	34

	16
	Nassa 
	98
	65
	33
	66
	34

	17
	Ngasamo 
	167
	71
	96
	43
	57

	
	Total
	1393
	1151
	558
	70
	30


Source: NECTA registration data, Busega District -2022

As per the data above 558 girls out of 1393 equivalent to 30% who registered at 17 secondary schools in Busega district dropout. Therefore, there is a need therefore to conduct an empirical investigation to assess factors contributing to secondary school girls dropout in Busega District.  This study will establish a link on girls dropout and associated causative factors. 
1.4 Objectives of the Study TC "1.4 Objectives of the Study" \f C \l "1"  
The study was guided by general objective and specific objectives;

1.4.1 General Objectives TC "1.4.1 General Objectives" \f C \l "1" 
Examine factors contributing to girl dropout in Busega district.
1.4.2 Specific Objectives TC "1.4.2 Specific Objectives" \f C \l "1" 
The followings are specific objectives of the study;

i. To analyse the school girls dropout status in Busega district

ii. To examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district.  

iii. To identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district.
1.5 Research Questions TC "1.5 Research Questions" \f C \l "1" 
i. What are the school girls dropout status in Busega district ?
ii. What are the factors causing girls dropout in Busega district ?
iii. What are the ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district ?
1.6 Significance of the Study TC "1.6 Significance of the Study" \f C \l "1"  
The study equip policy makers with knowledge on factors contributing to girl dropout so as to design the possible interventions. This energize efforts toward school transformation aimed at preventing school girls dropout and promote girl completion.
The study provide useful knowledge to school, administrators, teachers and educational stakeholders on the ways of reducing causes and affects of dropout rate for school girls. This raise awareness to students on dropping out the school and motivation to complete secondary school education.
1.7 Scope of the study TC "1.7 Scope of the study" \f C \l "1" 
The study examined factors contributing to girl dropout in Busega district. Six secondary schools were selected through purposive sampling method. A mixed research approach with a mixed research design was used to provide valid information. Interview method, questionnaire method and documentary method were used as a tool for data collection.
1.8 Limitation of the study TC "1.8 Limitation of the study" \f C \l "1" 
Every research is unique and has various theoretical and practical problems which is different from other researchers. The study was limited in findings, sample size, methods of data collection and analysis. However, above mentioned minimized by pilot test that was conducted before entire study.
1.9 Organisation of the Study TC "1.9 Organisation of the Study" \f C \l "1" 
This research was organised into three chapters; chapter one consists of background to the problem, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, relevance of the research and organisation of the study. Chapter two consists of conceptual definitions, theoretical literature review, empirical analysis of relevant studies, research gape identified, conceptual framework and summary of the chapter. Chapter three consists of research approach, research design, area of the research, sampling designs and procedures, methods of data collection, data processing and analysis. Chapter four consists of research findings, chapter five discussion of findings and chapter six conclusion and recommendation.
CHAPTER TWO TC "CHAPTER TWO" \f C \l "1" 
LITERATURE REVIEW TC "LITERATURE REVIEW" \f C \l "1" 
2.1 Overview TC "2.1 Overview" \f C \l "1" 
This study assessed factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. This chapter consists of conceptual definitions, critical review of supporting theories, empirical analysis that presents related literature reviews on the study, research gape, conceptual framework and summary of the chapter.
2.2 Conceptual definitions TC "2.2 Conceptual definitions" \f C \l "1" 
 Dropout

This refers to a student who was once enrolled in school but has left school for various reasons rather than completion (Segumba, 2015). In this study, dropout is the inability of the students to continue with the school usually due to various problems such as early pregnancy, performance peer pressure and poverty.
Girls dropout

Refers to school girls who after enrolment have decided not to come back to classroom or leaving the school and class before completing the prescribed course. The term girl dropout can be defined in many ways depending on the nature of the country or environment. 
2.3 Critical review of the supporting theories TC "2.3 Critical review of the supporting theories" \f C \l "1"  
Supporting theories under this study will apply Tinto models and social cognitive theory.
Tinto theory
Tinto model is the model of student- institution integration, proposed by Tinto and later refined in some of its parts has been used to explain the process of dropout and even to anticipate such events. The Tinto’s model (1973) tries to mirror the iterative process that students experience through the academic years, pondering about a possible decision between dropout or persevere. Tinto’s model is still largely used by education institutions as a reference model for approaching dropout, providing educational institution with a way of organizing and directing both the study and analysis of the problem, aiming at solving it. The Tinto’s model is relevant in this study due to the fact that, it is an instrument to which academic and social integration assessment instrument which measure perceived integration climate for specific students and the year of studies, The model will help to find and outcome between existence of a compensatory relationship between academic and social integration. The differences which will be found between perceived rating of students for both academic and social interaction.
2.4 Empirical Analysis of Relevant Studies TC "2.4 Empirical Analysis of Relevant Studies" \f C \l "1" 
 According to World Bank development report (2016) more than 350 million people over the half of African population, live below the poverty line of one dollar a day. This implies that poverty to some extent excludes children from school. Likewise, Mwangi (2010) found that, a combination of poverty, diseases and backward cultural practices continue to deny the rights of students. Chinyoka (2014) found that economic downturn of the family has makes its children vulnerable out of school to drop over the years. Some families failed even to feed their children as well as to buy school uniform. This makes the students leave school due to difficulties of the family hence engaged from other manual activities for the aim of raising economic development of their families.

The study conducted by Damas (2016) on factors for girls dropout found that, the status of dropout differs from one country as well as family to family depending on cultural beliefs, historical background and political environment prevailing at time. Although the reasons of dropout vary, the repercussion of the decision is really similar. The study found that 25% of girls quoted early marriage as major reasons for school girls dropout. Other factors such as lack of school facilities, lack of female teachers, insecurity and other social and political factors such as poverty and cultural beliefs on education as harmful to girls.
United Republic of Tanzania (2022) presented that, education circulars stress on quality education as a requirement for any program implementation. This includes; The national development vision of 2025, National Poverty reduction strategy, Education and training policy all documents mention the importance of education for social and economic development. Ministry of community development, women and children in 2013 envisaged and mentioned the factors for school girls dropout as pregnancies, early marriages, family poverty, negative attitudes to girls education in preference to boys education, taking part in initiation rites, girls poor performance, gender bias in curriculum design, domestic workload and security associated with distance location between home and school for day students. The study recommended on interaction among key stakeholders which include parent-child interaction, parent- school interaction, child-school interaction and parent- parent interaction as the intervention for school girl dropout.

Mpyangu (2014) conducted a study on long distance as a factor for school girls dropout. The study found that sparsely populated areas have schools that are 10 km away from the cluster that people live which is a very long distance and this discourage children from going to school. In most cases students are caught for late coming which call for punishment and also by time they get to school they are extremely tired. The study findings indicated that, students walk 20 kilometres to and from school, this situation makes students to become much tired and fails to capture what is taught at school. The study also revealed that, economic status of the family can cause girl discontinued from the school. Girls from economically rural disadvantaged families willingly or unwillingly get into relationship expecting monetary benefits contrary to economically well off and girls in urban areas who have more exposure and varied types of information relating to health and sexuality. Other factors such as inadequate school infrastructures, cultural and religious values also prevent girls from finishing school.
Hurber (2014) found that education is one of the most powerful instruments known for reducing poverty and in equality and for laying the basic for sustained economic growth. Education liberates people from conditions that are imposed or came about as a result of circumstances. Barriers cut across education, deny female members opportunity to attain their full potential and achieve self-fulfilment. The study depicted the risks students encounter during their academic journey in relation to adolescence where completion gradually falls due to factors of performance, wellbeing disruption, early marriage and attitude. The study found that factors such as cultural expectations, early marriage, family attitudes toward education, household income and school related factors led to school girls dropout. 
 There are several factors that are attributed to secondary school girls dropout which are directly relating to school environment. Allen (2015) found that, school related factors for dropping out include school size, unfriendly school environment, inadequate number of teachers, poor teaching demand of school environment, poor teaching demand of school curriculum, workload, poor school facilities, teachers attitude toward school policies, climate, absenteeism rate and lack of core curricular activities. All these affects the quality of education hence contributing to high rate of student to dropout the school due to failure to fulfil their needs. Some students consider it as time consuming that may cost them so, decide to quit out of the school before the right time. 
 Osulah (2017) in her study on the impact of teenage pregnancies on school dropout among school girls witnessed the growing number of young adults who are sexually active at younger age by which a few among them use contraceptives and are at risk of being affected by sexual related diseases and pregnancy. Ziddy (2017) in his study added that, about 30 to 40 school girls are expelled because of pregnancy. Low awareness of some parents on the importance of girl education and extreme poverty are some of the reasons for teenage pregnancy and early marriage. Pregnancy becomes the final reasons to dropout whereby young women decides to take care of the child. 
The study conducted by Mzee (1994) on the education in Tanzania recommended that, poor family background is the common factor affecting school enrolment and retention rate especially in the rural areas as results parents decide to use their children in raising family income. The study found that, about 20 percent of school age are not annually enrolled or have dropped out at lower secondary school level. Also, there is evidence of involvement of children in labour activities which include stone breaking, fishing scaling and petty business. 

Magwa et al (2015) hold that school drop out among girls is a global phenomenon. Girl child dropout is a serious problem that affects national development. This study sorts to investigate factors that affect girl children’s schooldropout in Masvingo district. Failure to finish school undermines girls’ development resulting in them having a misty future. The study employed the qualitative case study strategy to probe deeply into factors that contribute to girl child school dropout. The participants were purposively selected in order to allow them to provide the information needed to understand the cases of girl child dropout. The study employed questionnaires and interviews to solicit data. The study has revealed that thereare a number of factors associated with this phenomenon. Secondary school comes at a particularly vulnerable age for girls as they enter into puberty. The main challenges the study found include poverty, cultural preference in educating boys, teen pregnancy and early marriages.
Yasin (2020) holds that though many researchers have been concerned with school dropout issue for both girls and boys, dropout pattern significantly differs by the gender of the students. This study clarifies the factors that contribute to the increasing dropout rate of children in Ethiopia, Amahara region, particularly among girls by interviewing research participants and making a detailed review of available literature. Most past researches and reviews on the school dropout issue have been carried out regardless of the gender of the students. Twenty-five primary school students (10 boys and 15 girls), ten school teachers (including school directors) and twenty parents were interviewed for the study. That made the total research participants fifty-five. Dropout rate does not occur through a single factor; it is a composition of several factors. A number of studies have been conducted on girls' dropout issue based on particular regions, societies and cultural perspectives in various parts of the world. In this study, Ianalyzed the factors contributing to the dropout of girls and concluded thatthe major factors are (1) economic factors: e.g. poverty and migration to foreign countries to earn (2) household level factors: e.g. child labor (3) school level factors: e.g. distance and (4) cultural factors: e.g. early marriage. 
Munyaradzi (2021) holds that while the incidence of childhood school dropout has been debated in recent education studies in developing countries like Zimbabwe, these studies have almost universally emphasized the child’s (both boy and girl child) right to education. Insignificant attention, however, has been devoted to examining the specific causes and effects of girl child dropouts in secondary schools, particularly in the countryside where the problem is widespread. Yet, girl child dropout is a serious problem that affects the national development of Zimbabwe specifically and Africa in general. The study examined the causes and effects of rural girl child dropouts in Zimbabwean secondary schools, using the Chadzamira secondary school of Gutu rural district as a case study. The choice of Zimbabwe and, in particular Chadzamira secondary school, is not accidental. Although Zimbabwe is a developing country with a high literacy rate, the ‘girl child dropout rate’,especially in rural secondary schools, remains high. Questionnaires comprised of closed and open items were used for data collection. Data was summarized in means of frequency tables and analyzed qualitatively using evaluative descriptions. This study reveals that most of the girl child dropouts were a result of early marriages, abject poverty, and economic hardships as well as religious and traditional beliefs that work against educating the girl child. 
The study conducted by Madege and Zulu (2018) on the security within school and home, found that lack of security within schools and home increase the rate of dropout among secondary school students. Factors related to insecurity such as distance from school to home, social and economic background, sexual abuse, forced marriage, family separation as well as corporal punishment led to students dropout. 
The teachers can play a great role in preventing students to dropout. So far, there is no single strategy that can keep every student in school until the completion of grade level of the study. Ormond (2013) recommended that, teachers should observe indicators of school dropping out early as possible so as to prevent and make early intervention before student dropout. Such indicators include low achievement, high absenteeism, low self-esteem, disruptive behaviour and lack of involvement in school activities.  In order to create a warm, supportive school and classroom atmosphere, teachers should communicate a sense of caring, concern and high regard for students for school completion and academic achievement. 
The study conducted by James (2017) found that, domestic work has greatly affected the school girls. Parents involve their children in agricultural work and left with no time to attend schools. Parents even do not care for the basic needs of children, they overload them with domestic responsibilities leaving no time to study. Parents shows little interest in children learning which made children dropout due to lack of parents support and guidance. Poor atmosphere at home also negatively affects learning and girls school performance. The economic level of crowded homes cannot fully support all the children at school. Some has to drop out when it comes to making a choice as to who should continue on the meager income of the family. The study also found that, polygamy is a greater cause of school dropout because of rivalry among family members resulting in fraternal, parental, conjugal conflict and lack of attention among the family members.
Kasirye (2021) conducted a study on indiscipline cases and students dropout in school. He found that the increasing rate of students dropout is attributed to teachers and students absenteeism, school strikers, drunkardness, late coming, teasing, smoking and abuse of substances. The study maintained that, the problem of indiscipline is gradually and steadily spreading to the rural areas. The study found that, 71% of the students dodge classes use the time in taking drugs and alcohol. The study recommended on the management and administration of school are the basic of good discipline. The study proposed that routine activities such as morning cleanliness, school assembly, class activities, Sunday services, parades, break time, sport and games, punctuality, teachers’ smartness, meals are crucial in ensuring school girls discipline. 
Arte (2021) conducted a study in Dadaab refuge camp in Kenya where concluded with recommendations for teachers, schools and NGOs: introducing cash payments to support families with girls in school, sensitizing the community about the significance of education for girls, involving parents and family members in girls’ education, setting up measures to monitor student attendance with regular follow-up, employing more female teachers in schools, establishing peer mentoring partnerships, and involving female learners in policy decisions to be most strategies to reduce drop out of girls in schools.
2.5 Research Gap Identified TC "2.5 Research Gap Identified" \f C \l "1" 
In the mentioned empirical literature review conducted by the researcher, various studies explained factors for school dropout (Damas, 2016; Mpyangu, 2014; Allen, 2015; Madege and Zulu, 2018; Kasirye, 2021). Other studies were conducted to explore ways for tackling school dropout (Ormond, 2013; and Sekamwa, 2013). Other scholars studied on importance of education to school girls (Osular, 2017; Ziddy, 2017). Therefore, this study will intend to assess factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. The findings from the current study will fill the knowledge gap on factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district, status of school girls dropout in Busega district as well as way forward in mitigating girls dropout in Busega district.
2.6 Conceptual Framework TC "2.6 Conceptual Framework" \f C \l "1" 
A conceptual framework used in this study to describe factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. Natriello (2018) investigated behavioural motivational indicators that cause pupils to quit from the school environment and discovered that students were not attending schools due to poor economic income and indiscipline behaviour. He also reported that students from poor families have a low rate of school attendance because most of them lack basic needs that make them feel inferior toward pupils from royal family. Poor financial support in which secondary school students get from parents is the most driving factor of school absenteeism and hence school dropout. In this study, the conceptual framework explains that secondary school girls dropout is fuelled by poverty and low income of the family, social economic status of the family, school environment and education levels of the family, social cultural values and students behavioural problems.


                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                               


                                                                                


 FIGURE 2.6 Conceptual Framework TC "FIGURE 2.1 Conceptual Framework" \f F \l "1" 
Source: Researcher, 2023
2.7   Summary of the Chapter TC "2.7   Summary of the Chapter" \f C \l "1" 
This chapter has presented theoretical literature, empirical literature by reviewing studies related to this study and knowledge gap, conceptual framework and summary of the chapter
CHAPTER THREE TC "CHAPTER THREE" \f C \l "1" 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY TC "RESEARCH METHODOLOGY" \f C \l "1" 
3.1 Introduction TC "3.1 Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
This study assessed factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. This chapter consists of research approach, research design, target population, area of the research, sampling designs and procedures, methods of data collection, data processing and analysis, validity and reliability of the study, ethical consideration, research workplan, estimated research budget, signatures, comments of the supervisors, references and appendices.
3.2 Research Approaches TC "3.2 Research Approaches" \f C \l "1" 
Research approach refers to the methodology that will be adopted in conducting this study. Kothari (2004) presented that, research approach basically involves the selection of research questions, the conceptual framework, selection of appropriate research methods. This study adopted mixed research approach in that it is broadly quantitative through questionnaire responses, with the opportunity for qualitative analysis through the general responses. The significance for mixing these two methodologies is that neither quantitative nor qualitative methods are sufficient by themselves to capture the trends and details of the situation. When used in combination, quantitative and qualitative methods complement each other and allow for more complete analysis.
3.2.1 Research Design TC "3.2.1 Research Design" \f C \l "1" 
The aim of the research design is to plan and structure the research project in such a way that the eventual validity of the research findings may be enhanced. Gray (2014) found that, research design is the contextual and universal significance of the research aspects. Thus, a research design is a strategy, a plan or blueprint of how to conduct the research. This study adopted mixed method design. Tashakkori and Teddlie (2009) found that mixed methods design allows combination of both qualitative and quantitative to provide better understanding of research problem.
3.2.2 Target population TC "3.2.2 Target population" \f C \l "1" 
This study examined factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. Kombo and Tromp (2016) presented that, a target population refers to all members, individuals, groups or elements that the researchers hope to be presented in the study. The target population of this study were District Education Officer, Ward Executive Officers, Head of schools, secondary school teachers, students, traditional leaders and parents. District Education Officer, Ward Education Officers and Head of schools were selected due to their managerial role of supervising the management of schools. Secondary school teachers were selected due to their role of ensuring students attendance and follow up on absentees. Students were selected because they are the one who are required to attend school and aware with the issue of dropout. Traditional leaders and parents were selected in this study because they are hoped to know the cultural practices of the Sukuma tribe, they gave their experience in relation to the status of the girls education and the set back that cause them drop from school before full completion of studies. All targeted group provided vital information because there are among educational stakeholders with in the society.
3.3 Area of the Research TC "3.3 Area of the Research" \f C \l "1" 
This study was conducted in Busega district, Simiyu region. Busega district is one of the five districts of Simiyu region. It is bordered to the north by Lake Victoria and Bunda district, to the east by Bariadi District and to the South by Magu district. According to the National Population census of 2012, the district population was 203,597 of which 98,700 are male and 104,897 are female with annual growth rate of 2% and the population density in the district is in the ratio of 1:97. The number of households in the district is 31,323. 

The researcher selected Busega district as the area of study due to the fact that the area is occupied by fishing and farming activities this leads to a minimum number of students who complete studies. Therefore, the researcher intends to assess factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district. The study will be carried in six (6) secondary schools as follows; Antony Mtaka in Lamadi ward, Lamadi in Lamadi ward, Kalemela in Kalemela ward, Kabita in Kabita ward, Masanza in Kiloleli ward and Sogesca in Mwamanyili. These secondary school will be taken as the case study areas for examining factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Procedures TC "3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Procedures" \f C \l "1" 
3.4.1 Sample size TC "3.4.1 Sample size" \f C \l "1" 
Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007) defined sample as a small group of respondents drawn from the population in such a way that it presents all key features of the population. The study will involve six (6) secondary schools in Busega district to which the study will constituent a sample of 109 respondents as follows; One (1) District Secondary Education officers of Busega district, six (6) Ward Executive officer, six (6) school committee chairpersons, six (6) head of schools, 30 classroom teachers, 30 traditional leaders and 30 parents from selected secondary schools. 
3.4.2 Sampling Procedures TC "3.4.2 Sampling Procedures" \f C \l "1" 
In this study both probability and non probability sampling procedures were applied. According to Creswell (2012) simple random sampling was used to select the participants for the sample so that each individual or site has equal chance of being selected.  Simple random sampling was employed to select students and parents. On other hand, purposive sampling technique involve identification and selection of individual or group of individuals who have knowledge about the phenomena of the interest. For this reason, purposive sampling was applied to select District Education Officer, Ward Executive officers, secondary school teachers and traditional leaders. 
Table 3.1 sampling and sample size (N=139) TC "Table 3.1 sampling and sample size (N=139)" \f T \l "1" 
	Categories of respondents
	Sampling Technique
	Sample size
	Percentages 

	District secondary education officer for Busega
	Purposive
	1
	0.9

	Ward Executive officers
	Purposive
	6
	5.5

	School committee chairpersons
	Purposive
	6
	5.5

	Head of school
	Purposive
	6
	5.5

	Traditional leaders
	Purposive
	30
	27.5

	Parents
	Simple random
	30
	27.5

	Classroom teachers
	purposive
	30
	27.5

	Total
	
	109
	100


3.5 Methods of data collection TC "3.5 Methods of data collection" \f C \l "1" 
Nachmas and Dewaard (2015) presented that methods of data collection are the specific mechanism or strategies the researcher applies to collect and manipulate data. Data collection on the selected topic consisted of primary and secondary data. According to Kothari (2004) primary data are data which are collected afresh at first time. Primary data are obtained either by observation or through direct communication in respondents. Secondary data refer to data collected by someone other than the primary user.  In this study, the data were collected through interview method, questionnaire method, and documentary review. 

(i) Interview Method

Creswell (2012) defined interview method as the strategy or the mechanism for data collection whereby a researcher poses questions and records the answers of participants and the transcribes them for data analysis purpose. In this study, interview was administered to research participants such as District Education Officer, head of schools, parents, School committee chairpersons and traditional leaders. Semi structured interview was applied to allow the respondents to give out their views. The researcher used interview as the method of data collection due to more information was collected, greater flexibility and sample can be easily controlled for timely data collection.
(ii) Questionnaire Method

Christenson and Turner (2014) presented that, questionnaires are the instruments of data collection whereby series of questions are asked to respondents so as to obtain data and information of the study from the respondents. In this study, questionnaires were distributed to Ward Executive Officers and secondary school teachers and students. Questions on questionnaire were both open and closed ended. Open ended questions gave freedom to respondents to express their knowledge on asked question. Closed ended questions gave the room for respondents to reply according to alternatives given by the researcher. Questionnaire method is useful due to the fact that its free of bias, answers are in respond of words and provide adequate time for respondents to collect relevant information. 
(iii) Documentary Review
Gray (2014) found that documentary review is conducted to assess a set of documents for historical or social value or create narrative expression of the study.  In this study, the researcher reviewed documents such as quarterly education development reports, school development plans and parents meeting minutes from the selected secondary schools. These documentaries provided information on factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega district.
3.6 Validity and reliability of instruments. TC "3.6 Validity and reliability of instruments." \f C \l "1" 
This study collected reliable and valid data that would contribute to the body of knowledge in a sound manner. 
3.6.1 Validity of the study TC "3.6.1 Validity of the study" \f C \l "1" 
Validity is the degree to which a research instruments measures what is supposed to be measured in the data collection process (Creswell, 2012). In the selected topic, various techniques were employed to ensure the validity of the research instruments in order to get valid research findings. The researcher administered questionnaires to one Ward Executive Officers and one secondary school teachers. The findings obtained from pilot study helped to discover questionnaires validity as well as if there is missing key elements in questions. In addition, the researcher is expected to consult various research expertise including research supervisors and other research experts to read questionnaires. Research expertise expected to provide comments based on weaknesses of the instruments including inappropriate formulation of the interview tools, spelling errors and ambiguities of instruments to be applied in the selected topic. Leedy and Ormrod (2013) hold that triangulation is the reliable method to prove the validity of data collection instruments and validity of the research findings.
3.6.2 Reliability of the study TC "3.6.2 Reliability of the study" \f C \l "1" 
 Adams and Lawrence (2015) defined reliability as the consistency or repeated of the measures. This means, the degree of determining the consistency of the multiple items of research instruments which are created to assess the same item characteristics of the study instruments to test if they can produce the same results if administered at different times.  A test is considered reliable if the researcher gets the same results repeatedly (Leedy & Ormrod, 2013). To assess reliability on the selected topic the researcher tested the instrument twice at an interval of seven days to the same respondents who were involved in the pilot study whereas the findings from the second expected to be the same. Reliability of the study was assured by Triangulation which is the use of multiple samples, multiple sites and multiple methods of data collection.
3.7 Data analysis
 TC "3.7 Data analysis" \f C \l "1" Data analysis is a process of systematically working with data or apply statically and logical technique to describe, organize, summarize and compare the data collected and divide them into manageable portion (Bogdan and Biklen,1992). This study employed both qualitative and quantitative research approaches in the data analysis. Qualitative data were analysed through content analysis method. Content analysis helped the researcher to organize information into relevant categories or themes. Quantitative data were subjected to descriptive and multiple response analysis. Data were coded and entered in the computer ready for analysis through the use of statistical package for social science (SPSS) version 20. 
3.8 Ethical consideration TC "3.8 Ethical consideration" \f C \l "1" 
Ethics focuses on methods, procedures or perspective for deciding how to act and analysing complex problems or issues. Creswell (2012) described ethical issues are those things that are needed to be resolved or put into attention when conducting research. Ethical issues in research includes respecting informed consents for one to participate in this study, ensured privacy, anonymity, confidentiality, security and honouring research sites. In this study, ethical standards will be strictly observed in planning and conducting the study. The letters for official permit approval were obtained from the office of Director of postgraduate studies of Open University of Tanzania, Simiyu Regional Administrative Secretary (RAS) and Busega District Administrative Secretary (DAS) will introduce the researcher to participants. In data collection process, the researcher asked for participants’ consent to participate in this study. Participants were informed about the purpose of the research and how the data will be used so that they make informed decision to participate in the study willingly. The researcher assured the participants about the privacy and confidentiality of the information. 

CHAPTER FOUR TC "CHAPTER FOUR" \f C \l "1" 
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS TC "DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS" \f C \l "1"  
4.1 Introduction TC "4.1 Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
This study assessed factors contributing to girls dropout in Busega District. This chapter presents finding presented subsequent to the research objectives posed in chapter one namely; to explore the school girls dropout status in Busega district, to examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district and to identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district.
4.2 Respondents Rate TC "4.2 Respondents Rate" \f C \l "1" 
The response rate for study participants is summarized in Table 4.1

Table 4.1 Response rate TC "Table 4.1 Response rate" \f T \l "1" 
    S/N   Participants                           Sample                         Response rate        Percentage             

1.  DEO                                            01                                   01                          100        

2. WEO                                            06                                   06                          100                                                                                                  

3. School committee chairs             06                                   06                           100                                                                                                                                                                                              

4. Head of school                             06                                  06                            100                                           

5. Traditional leader                        30                                   28                             93
6. Parents                                         30                                   29                             97 
7. Classroom teachers                       30                                  30                            100                                                              

Total                                            109                                 106                           97                                  

Source: Field Data (2023)
4.3. Exploring the school girls dropout status in Busega district TC "4.3. Exploring the school girls dropout status in Busega district" \f C \l "1" 
The first research objective intended to explore the school girls dropout status in Busega district. Data was collected through semi structured interview, questionnaire and documentation. Research participants were District Education officer, schools committee leaders, Ward Executive Officers and Head teachers.  The findings the followings dropout status in Busega district.

Table 4.2 sample of respondents TC "Table 4.2 sample of respondents" \f T \l "1"  

	S/N
	School
	Number of girls dropout between 2020-2023

	1
	Sogesca
	19

	2
	Nassa
	31

	3
	Antony Mtaka
	71

	4
	Masanza 
	04

	5
	Kalemela
	29

	6
	Kabita
	75

	
	Total
	229


Under objective one, the researcher the explored the school girls dropout in Busega district. Data were collected through questionnaires distributed to parents, Head of schools, classroom teachers and Ward Executive Officers as follows; 

Table 4.3 questionnaire objective one TC "Table 4.3 questionnaire objective one" \f T \l "1" 
	Sn
	Statement
	                Responses from participants  

	
	
	SA
	A
	UD
	DS
	D

	
	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	1
	Drop out among girls in Busega occurs at the level of form three.
	6
	9
	40
	57
	00
	00
	10
	14
	14
	20

	2
	Drop out of girls is seen as normal among community as the girls go to be married and attract wealth income to families 
	38
	54
	12
	17
	5
	7
	8
	11
	7
	10

	3
	Government officials in Busega takes no action for the girls family to embrace drop out
	00
	00
	35
	50
	20
	29
	2
	3
	13
	19

	4
	The school’s administration takes serious measures to report and protect dropout of school girls in Busega district 
	2
	3
	27
	39
	18
	26
	12
	17
	11
	16


The interviews held at Nassa secondary school, indicated that the village experience dropout of girls from school. In the interview, the traditional leaders said,
“We see our girls joining secondary school, we see these schools now days are accommodating many girls from poor family who do not have income to educate their children, however the status is not promising, many girls after reaching their they run away from school for paid job in cities like Mwanza, leaving the school program unfinished. This is sad”
In the interview held with teachers at Masanza the classroom teacher reveled that;
“We enroll students (girls) in school but after few years, the girls are involved in affairs which affect to be married early by the male in the next village or town. The Sukuma tribe believes having a girl is wealth of the family through getting bride price. They leaving school by being married early. 
In the interview with the WEO officer at Antony Mtaka secondary school, it was revealed that the administration at the ward are not taking the matter of dropout seriously. Parents and teachers are silent about the dropout but those who are involved in causing the event are not given or charged before court of law, equaly the drop out behavior is rampant in Busega wards.
4.4. Factors causing girls dropout status in Busega district TC "4.4. Factors causing girls dropout status in Busega district" \f C \l "1" 
The second research objective intended to examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district and to identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district. Data was collected through semi structured interview, questionnaire and documentation. Research participants were District Education officer, schools committee leaders, Ward Executive Officers and Head teachers.  The findings the followings dropout status in Busega district.

teachers and Ward Executive Officers as follows ;
Table 4.4 Questionnaire objective two TC "Table 4.4 Questionnaire objective two" \f T \l "1" 
	Sn
	Statement
	                Responses from participants  

	
	
	SA
	A
	UD
	DS
	D

	
	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	1
	Girls have more domestic chores leading to losing interest in schools and dropout.
	47
	67
	13
	19
	00
	00
	3
	4
	7
	10

	2
	Girls are tempted by men on the way to school leading to getting pregnancy.
	62
	89
	5
	7
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2
	3

	3
	Girls are not given priority to school requirements (uniform, pocket money) as compared to boys leading to disinterested in school.
	00
	00
	3
	4
	00
	00
	34
	49
	33
	47

	4
	Girls sacrifice to go and work in town as house girls so that the family gets income, and drop from school.
	37
	53
	25
	36
	00
	00
	6
	9
	2
	3

	5
	Sukuma cultures take girl child as sources of wealth so encourage early marriages and causes girls drop out from school.
	57
	81
	12
	17
	00
	00
	00
	00
	01
	1


The interviews held with Sukuma parents indicated that in Sukuma the girls has  to be the backborn of the family and she is taught and given many duties to traing her in future where  she can accommodate multiple roles. The parents said;
“A girls must make sure she works after family in support  with her mother. They go to fetch water, they collect firewood, the find vegetables, mbugani. They milk cows and go back at home, all these domestic chore put far from being interested in studies at school, consequently drop out.
In the interview with head of school at Kabila, it was revealed that girls are living far from  school as far as far as 5 kilometer ,along travel to school are tempted  by men to engage in love affair, thy are impligneted and drop from schools.    
The interviews indicated that the parents in Busega are affected by the traditional negative attitude where the community sees that educating girl child is not a priority as the girls will be soon married and join other family and thus when comes to priority who should go to school and given support the male child is the priority.The lack of support to female child discourage her to continue with schooling as the result drops out.
In the interviews held between the current researcher and  the Head teacher at Antony  mtaka secondary school indicated that , girls were affected with school leavies and since some if not majority are from poor families,  they could not make it to meet the school levies like examinations money, remedial class contribution and stationary contribution,  as  results dropped from school. 
The head specifically said 
'' We have free education policy in schools , its implementation is not clear ,students are still asked to pay money to meet the stationary remedial class contribution and sport money , girl child from poor families are opting to stop school due to the punishment or pressure from school authorities ''.
A parent from Busega involved in the interview reveal  that dropout behavior among girls sometimes comes from outside home context:  The parents said  '' we see girls involved in group Discussions  and some  peer group pressure .they discuss wrong issues and encourage to stop school for paid jobs. The peer group are bad.
4.5. Identifying ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district TC "4.5. Identifying ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district" \f C \l "1"  

The third research objective intended to identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district. Data were collected through semi structured interview, questionnaire and documentation. Research participants were District Education officer, schools committee leaders, Ward Executive Officers and Head teachers.  The findings the followings dropout status in Busega district. 

Table 4.5 Questionnaire on objective three TC "Table 4.5 Questionnaire on objective three" \f T \l "1" 
	Sn
	Statement
	                Responses from participants  

	
	
	SA
	A
	UD
	DS
	D

	
	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	1
	Education on the need of girls education to the community should be introduced
	49
	70
	21
	30
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	2
	Education on the need to balance domestic chores between girls and boys introduced
	51
	73
	19
	21
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	3
	Introduce fine and penalty to parents who embraces cultures that support girls drop out from school
	63
	90
	07
	10
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	4
	Report regularly to government authorities on girls child school progress including attendance at each stage
	67
	96
	03
	4
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	
	Emphasize drop out girls given chance to rejoin school after drop out.
	67
	96
	03
	4
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	


The head of family in the interview responded that, there could be way to ensure girls dropout is reduced. She said specifically;
“We see girls dropout rampart, we need to ensure girls complete school, building hostels and giving them counselling is a good way to rescue them from dropout. If they stay at hostel, they reduce many risk factors like men affairs, domestic chores being too much to them, some they will be motivated to study hard and complete school.   
The interviews  held between the current researcher and the head of schools at Busega ward, it was revealed  that introducing hard actions to the parents and all those involved in the assisting the girls to drop like fine and sentence will highly reduce the drop out behaviour among the Busega community.
During interview with the head of school in Antony Mtaka sack dary school , it was revealed that improving the schooling environment at school such as toilet, water availability hostels and meals are the attractive strategies to reduce drop out of girls in Busega district. 
In an interview one teacher at Busega secondary school showed that, the drop out of girls in Busega needs a Strategic plan on how to control it. He said girls need to be controlled by student attendance follow measure. This if is done regularly will encourage the girls to attend the school.
Another interview also revealed that girls need to be included when policies are prepared for them to help them attend and finish school.
The head teacher said: 
'' We need to have policies on how strategically issues of girls attendance and follow studies are made clear. We need to have policy which will recognize hardship girls and families undergo, this will make them feel that they are involvement in participation of school issues. This can be executed by allowing school teachers regularly visit home of these girls. ''
CHAPTER FIVE TC "CHAPTER FIVE" \f C \l "1" 
DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS TC "DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS" \f C \l "1" 
5.1 Introduction TC "5.1 Introduction" \f C \l "1"  
The chapter presents the discussion of findings using research objectives guide. These themes are status of the drop out of child girl in Busega, factors causing drop out of child girl Busega district and the ways to reduce drop out of girls in Busega district. 
5.2 Status of girl dropout from school in Busega TC "5.2 Status of girl dropout from school in Busega" \f C \l "1" 
5.2.1 Dropout at early stage (join outside school system) TC "5.2.1 Dropout at early stage (join outside school system)" \f C \l "1" 
The results have shown from interview and questionnaire data that the Buaega district experiences dropout of girls from school at the particular age or class level of form three.
This is particularly due to the after set of adolescents or puberty where girls if misses counseling, they may take their own decision and which consequently affect their lives including leaving school for hoping of good life outside school system.
Magwa et al (2015) is of the same line of observation where observed on the status of girds child status dropout in Masvingo district secondary school in Zimbabwe, where specifically showed that, girls child leave school due to teen pregnancy and early marriage. 
5.2.2 The parents and ward leaders lack of seriousness in stopping the problem  

         (dropout) TC "5.2.2 The parents and ward leaders lack of seriousness in stopping the problem" \f C \l "1"   
The questionnaire has shown parents and ward leaders are silence to handle and control the school dropout. This was supported by questionnaire where more than 50% of the respondents were in agree with the statement. The interview further indicated same result, where parents were not active in reporting the behavior of dropout of their children. This made even the ward leaders fail to trace the where about girls child, this dropout continues in Busega district. The above finding are in line with Munyaradzi (2012) observation in Zimbabwe where said, that, parents if see they girl child is missing, they keep silent, because they know the child has gone town to work for supporting the family income, through sending little wage to support home family economic needs. 
5.2.3 Sukuma culture of seeing that Girls is wealth TC "5.2.3 Sukuma culture of seeing that Girls is wealth" \f C \l "1"  
71% of the respondents agree that it is normal to see that the girl drop from school and go for marriage so that the family get wealth through bride price.This is supported by the interviews which indicated that the girls status in Busega is not promising as the girls join the school and leave for marriage to attract wealth to their families.Extending the above findings, Yasin (2020) conducted a study on the factors and status of the girls drop out in Amahara region in Ethiopia,  and established that the girls were dropping from school due to cultural practices that allowed girl child married early and attract wealth  to the facilities.
5.3 Causes of dropout (factors) in Busega district TC "5.3 Causes of dropout (factors) in Busega district" \f C \l "1" 
5.3.1 Domestic chores to girls as cause for dropout TC "5.3.1 Domestic chores to girls as cause for dropout" \f C \l "1" 
The data from questionnaire indicated that girl’s child was dropping from school due to many domestic chores. This as shown in the statement where respondent agreed by (86%). The interview on the other side revealed that a girl is a backborn of the family along her mother. The girl fetch water, collect firewood and milk and cook for family.All these domestic chores are being  executed to a girl child to make her strong future mother. However, they equally erode much time for girl child private study and interfer with home assignments and other related school work at home including private studies.Yasin (2020) had similar observation when established that girls child were dropping from school in Ethiopia due to family practice of assigning too much domestic chores to girls child that caused them loose interest in school and hence dropped. Munyaradzi (2012) confirms the above finding on the causing failing for girl child from school. Where explained the Zimbabwean girls of Chadzamira secondary school were dropping from school in Gutu district due to bad traditional that go against educating girls child in school.
5.3.2 Girls are tempted  by men to drop from school as they attend school in  

         Busega TC "5.3.2 Girls are tempted  by men to drop from school as they attend school in" \f C \l "1"  
The questionnaire have shown that 96% of the respondents agreed that girls are tempted and implignated as they travel to school. The interview extract indicates girls travel as far as 5 km from their homies. As they do travel in the between face challenges to engage in love affairs and they are implegnated.
We need to understand if the family has enough income can set good support to the girls, they can give pocket money which will make a girl child not tempted by bodaboda. However, since their families are poor, the environment for school from home to school become danger to girls. 
Munyaradzi (2012) support  above findings and holds that girls in Zimbabwe drop from school due to abject poverty.Mapyangu (2014) was in line with above findings where revealed that girls who work over 20 kilometer reaching school reach while tired, and in between are caught in bad relationship with men, ending implignating them, un like well-off girls who cannot be easily caught in that trap.
5.3.3 Girls drop from school due to working in town TC "5.3.3 Girls drop from school due to working in town" \f C \l "1" 
89% of the respondents agreed that girls are leaving school due to plan to go and work in town for paid job so that they can earn money for their families. The interview were in the same opinion where it was said that girls are travelling to Mwanza and Shinyanga for paid jobs (house girls). Ngonyani (2019) was of the same view where found that girls in Itilima, Bariadi failed to finish school due to opportunity given to them by agent to go and work in town (Mwanza) for paid join (house girl, bar medi).
5.4 Ways to reduce and control girls child dropout from school in Busega. TC "5.4 Ways to reduce and control girls child dropout from school in Busega." \f C \l "1" 
5.4.1 Penalties TC "5.4.1 Penalties" \f C \l "1" 
The questionnaires has shown that (100%) of the respondents agreed that if penalties are introduced to all those involved in facilitating dropout, the problem will be controlled. The interview had similar extract where respondents said, there must be hard action like penalties to all involved in the chain of facilitatong girls dropout from school.
5.4.2 School enviroment improvement TC "5.4.2 School enviroment improvement" \f C \l "1"  
The finding from interview showed that girls who dropout due to any reason needs to be given chance to rejoin the school. This will reduce the dropout problem. The school improvement also need to consider conducive sanitation (toilet and water) for girls when attending school. 
5.4.3 Policies for girls education TC "5.4.3 Policies for girls education" \f C \l "1" 
Girls education needs to be given priority as Magwa et al (2015) hold that girl education is right of every human beings, girls must be given education whatsoever situation. This conclusion of Magwa et al (2012) show that there is need for similarities workable policies which will ensure girls child are enrolled, supported and assit3d to graduate. Arte (2012) is of the same position with above shratage of policy for helping girl child in school in Mombasa, Kenya.
5.4.4 Girl attendance follow up TC "5.4.4 Girl attendance follow up" \f C \l "1" 
The questionnaire results indicated that respondents agreed by (100%) that attendance followe up of girls in shown would reduce the problems. Similar observation was supported by Arte (2012) where said strategy of intense follow up of girls attendance would reduce the female dropout in Dabaab refugeed camps in Kenya.  
5.4.5 Allowing girls to rejoin school after pregnancy TC "5.4.5 Allowing girls to rejoin school after pregnancy" \f C \l "1" 
The data from the questionnaire was very clear showing that the girls if given opportunity to rejoin the school after pregnancy they can do better in school. The late president Magufuli was very critical on this strategy and was not allowing any official to allow re-joining the school for the girl who were impregnate, saying that the chose to relax. With the new regime of the Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan the girls are now encouraged to go back to school and many of them have completed schooling in secondary school. We need to remember that the Human right convention number 22 articulates that all human being are to access education without any barrier and it is the right of every person to go to school. This seem to be a very good strategy if we want to empower girls in villages who were once affected by the challenge of drop out. 
CHAPTER SIX TC "CHAPTER SIX" \f C \l "1" 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS TC "SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS" \f C \l "1" 
6.1 Introduction TC "6.1 Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
The study chapter presents the summary, conclusion and recommendations for the study.It further presents the area for further studies.
6.2 Summary of the study TC "6.2 Summary of the study" \f C \l "1" 
The study assessed the factors causing girls dropout in Busega district: a case of selected secondary schools in Busega. The study objectives were to assess, girl’s dropout status in Busega district, examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district and identifying ways to mitigate girls dropout in Busega district. The study was guided by a mixed method design where interview and questionnaire we used as data collection methods. The study used 139 respondents where some were subjected to interviews and other to survey questionnaire. 
6.3 Summary of findings TC "6.3 Summary of findings" \f C \l "1" 
6.3.1 Status of girls dropout in Busega district TC "6.3.1 Status of girls dropout in Busega district" \f C \l "1" 
The ensuring discussion has shown that Busega district experiences droput of girls in secondary schools. The findings have shown that dropout occurs at form three immediately after puberty stage. The parents have been found to be less active in stopping dropout among girls as once their girls go in town they send back some money to support their parents. Equally the finding have shown the ward leaders are less active in following and punishing all those that facilitate smooth dropout behavior among girls in Busega as they take no action to punish the people involved. 
6.3.2 Factors for girls dropout in Busega district TC "6.3.2 Factors for girls dropout in Busega district" \f C \l "1" 
The discussion of findings has shown that some of factors lead to girls dropout from school in Busega district. Domestic chore has been highly  reflected to cause dropout. Girls at home play a motherhood role by fetching water, cooking, milking and cooking. As these are said to be strong qualities for future mother in Sukuma, they erode girls' time in prepation and doing assignment and private studies hence, loose interest and drop from school. The finding has also shown that girls are temptated by men as they walk long distance to school. The templed girls are impregnated and forced to drop from school. It was seen that girls in urban are well stable in temptation compared to girls in rural area. So the love interfer girls child schooling. Girls are lobbed to go and work for paid jobs like house girls or bar attendant. This is even fueled by abject poverty of parents in rural areas. So stopping school and go for paid jobs is seen as a solution to the low income among families.
6.3.3 Ways to control girls dropout in Busega. TC "6.3.3 Ways to control girls dropout in Busega." \f C \l "1" 
The findings has shown that girls child dropout can be controlled by serious measure like penalties, improving school environment, developing policies which include girl child demand including the right to study and complete school and lastly the development of programe that will follow up the girls attendance in schools in Busega as well as allowing the pregnant girls return to school after delivery.
6.4 Conclusion TC "6.4 Conclusion" \f C \l "1" 
 The study concludes that gurls child in Busega drop from school after on set of puberty. They experience early marriage and drop from school. Low follow up of percents and ward leaders has made the phenomena to persist. Sukuma culture has been common seeing girls dropout from school as no harm as they get early marriage and bring bride price at home to families who are  abject poor.The study further conclude that factor for  girls dropout in Busega is associated with some of factors such as heavy domestic chores to girls; girls tempted by men and get into love affairs and girls child lobbed for paid doing paid work in town like Sinyanga and Mwanza.lastly the study concludes that, measure to mitigate girls child drop from school include imposing penalties to all facilitating of girls dropout, improving school environment (water, toilets) and  establishing strong attendance follow up to monitor girls child attendance at school.
6.5 Recommendations TC "6.5 Recommendations" \f C \l "1" 
It was observed that, school girls attendance and completion of studies is vital in community and national development at large. Therefore, this study recommends the followings;

6.5.1 To the government TC "6.5.1 To the government" \f C \l "1" 
i. The government through the Ministry of Regional administration and local government authority in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to design and establish appropriate guideline on mitigating girls dropout so that to allow every enrolled child complete studies as required.
ii.      The local government leaders should work hand in hand with school   management to ensure that girls attendance is monitored early before  dropping out.

iii.      The local government authorities should establish the mechanism through which there is a strong monitoring and evaluation system on the girl dropout and take serious measures to parents and students who drop school before completion of studies. 

6.5.2 To the community TC "6.5.2 To the community" \f C \l "1" 
i. Community members are recommended to take responsibility of giving girls school requirements, abolishing the culture of taking girls as source of wealth as well as close monitoring of school girls attendance to ensure that they attend school throughout as required.
6.5.3To school management TC "6.5.3To school management" \f C \l "1" 
i. School managements are recommended to have strategic mechanism of ensuring girls attending school and complete studies as required.

ii. School management should keep records on school girls attendance the community immediately with government authorities so that serious measures to the taken in combating truancy and dropout among students.
   6.6 Recommendations for future research TC "6.6 Recommendations for future research" \f C \l "1" 
The future research can conduct the study on the followings;

1. Effects of culture of Sukuma on the girls academic performance 
2. Comparative analysis on the factors causing girls and boys dropout among  

     community secondary schools in Tanzania.
3. Contribution of local government authorities in combating girls dropout in  

    Tanzania
4. Effectiveness of the gender policy in handling drop out among girl in sukuma  

    community.
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APPENDICES TC "APPENDICES" \f C \l "1" 
APPENDIX 1

INTERVIEW GUIDE

District Secondary Education Officers

1. What is the status of secondary school girls dropout in Busega district between 2020-2023?

2. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in secondary schools in your district?

3. As a leader at district level, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?

4. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?
5.  What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls in your district?
APPENDIX II

Interview guide 

Traditional leaders 
1. What is the status of secondary school girls dropout in your society between 2020-2023?

2. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in your society?

3. As a society leader, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary girls dropout?

4. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?

5.  What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls in your society?
APPENDIX III
Interview guide 

School committee Chairperson 

1. What is the status of secondary school girls dropout in your school between 2020-2023?

2. What are the causes of secondary schoolgirls dropout in your school?

3. As a school leader, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?

4. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?

5.  What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school in your district?
APPENDIX IV
Interview guide 

Head of schools

1. What is the status of secondary school girls dropout in your school between 2020-2023?

2. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in your school?

3. As a school leader, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?

4. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?

5.  What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls in your district?

APPENDIX V
Interview guide 

Parents

1. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in your school?

2. As a parent, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?

3. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?

4.  What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls  in your district?

APPENDIX VI
QUESTIONNAIRES

Ward Executive Officers

1. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in your ward?

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. As a ward leader, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

4. What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls in your ward?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDIX VII
QUESTIONNAIRES

Classroom teachers 

1. What are the causes of secondary school girls dropout in your school?

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. As a classroom teacher, what measures have you taken to mitigate secondary school girls dropout?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What are the challenges faced when tackling secondary school girls dropout?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What should be done to reduce the dropout status of secondary school girls in your school?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
APPENDIX VIII
QUESTIONNAIRES
Parents, Heads of schools, Teachers, WEO
 Objective 1: To explore the school girls dropout status in Busega district
	Sn
	Statement 
	SA
	A
	UD
	DS
	D

	1
	Drop out among girls in Busega occurs at the level of form three.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Drop out of girls is seen as normal among community as the girls go to be married and attract wealth income to families 
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Government officials in Busega takes no action for the girls family to embrace drop out
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	The school’s administration takes serious measures to report and protect dropout of school girls in Busega district 
	
	
	
	
	


Objective  2: To examine factors causing girls dropout in Busega district. 
	Sn
	Statement 
	SA
	A
	UD
	D
	SD

	1
	Girls have more domestic chores leading to losing interest in schools and dropout.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Girls are tempted by men on the way to school leading to getting pregnancy.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Girls are not given priority to school requirements (uniform, pocket money) as compared to boys leading to disinterested in school.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Girls sacrifice to go and work in  town as house girls so that the family gets income, and drop from school.
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Sukuma cultures take girl child as sources of wealth so encourage early marriages and causes girls drop out from school.
	
	
	
	
	


 Objective 3: To identify ways of mitigating girls dropout in Busega district.
	Sn
	Statement 
	SA
	A
	UD
	D
	SD

	1
	Education on the need of girls education to the community should be introduced 
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Education on the need to balance domestic chores between girls and boys introduced 
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Introduce fine and penalty to parents who embraces cultures that support girls drop out from school 
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Report regularly to government authorities on girls child school progress including attendance at each stage 
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Emphasize drop out girls given chance to rejoin school after drop out.
	
	
	
	
	


DEPENDENT ( V )


MITIGATING SCHOOL GIRLS DROPOUT STRATEGIES


Education provision to school girls, parents and community on the importance of educating a girl for personal and national development.


Creating conducive teaching and learning environment which favour girls education.


Strengthening follow up strategies to girls truancy which lead to dropout





INDEPENDENT VARIABLES


COMMUNITY FACTORS


Negative attitude toward girls education


Social Economic Values





























 FAMILY FACTORS


Low level of education


Low level of income


Family roles











CONTEXT


SECONDARY SCHOOL GIRLS DROPOUT





SCHOOL FACTORS


Non-conducive environment


Corporal punishment





SCHOOL GIRLS FACTORS


School environment


Students behavioural problems












