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ABSTRACT
The aim of this study was to assess effectiveness of the Tanzania Police Force strategies on preventing school girls’ pregnancy through community engagement approach in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. To achieve such an aim, the study specifically; identify social and cultural practices that proliferate school girls’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts, identify the level of knowledge on consequences of school girls’ pregnancy, identify the effectiveness of Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girls’ pregnancy, identify whether laws and regulations are effective in preventing school girls’ pregnancy and identify the challenges faced by the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The study used a cross-sectional design that employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches. Data were collected using various methods, such as questionnaire, interview and focus group discussion. The findings of the study established that some school girl are engaged in sexual practices due to the influence from older men, puberty, and traditional belief, just to name a few.  Additionally, the respondents were familiar that the Police Force, among other roles, prevents the school girl’ pregnancy as they are given power and authority to carry out different roles by the available laws and seculars, such as PGO, National Constitution of 1977, Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322, just to name a few. The respondents advise the government to regulate the contradictory laws. The study recommends that the Ministry of Home Affair through Police Officers should continue strengthening the relationship with members of the society so as to work effectively. 
Keywords: Pregnancy: Government: Education: Community Policing.    
TABLE OF CONTENTS

iiCERTIFICATION


iiiDECLARATION


vDEDICATION


viACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


viiABSTRACT


viiiTABLE OF CONTENTS


xiiLIST OF TABLES


xvLIST OF ABBREVIATIONS


1 CHAPTER ONE


1INTRODUCTION


11.1
Introduction


11.2
Background to the Study


51.3
Statement of the Problem


61.4
Objective of Study


61.4.1
Specific Objectives


71.5
Research Questions


71.6
Significance of the Study


81.7
Definitions of Key Terms


10 CHAPTER TWO


10LITERATURE REVIEW


102.1
Introduction


102.2
Theoretical Review


102.2.1
Social Learning Theory


112.2.2
Sociological Perspectives


122.2.3
Psycho Dynamic Theory


132.2.4
Evolutionary Theory


142.3
Literature Review


172.4
Research Gap


19 CHAPTER THREE


19MATERIALS AND METHODS


193.1
Introduction


193.2
Research Design and Approach


193.3
Study Area


213.4
Target Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques


213.4.1
Target Population


213.4.2
Sample size


233.4.3
Sampling Techniques


233.5
Methods of Data Collection


233.5.1
Primary Data Collection


243.5.2
Secondary Data Collection


253.6
Data Analysis Procedures


253.7
Ethical Issues


263.8
Limitations of the Study


27 CHAPTER FOUR


27DATA PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION


274.1
Introduction


274.2
Respondents’ Socio-Demographic Information


274.2.1
Age of the Respondents


284.2.2
Respondents’ age by Gender


304.2.3
Occupations of the Respondents


304.2.4
Marital Status


324.2.5
Education


324.2.6
Respondents’ Place of Residents


344.3
Presentation of Data and Findings for Each of the Objective                     Addressed


344.3.1
Introduction


364.3.2
Social and Cultural Practices Proliferating School girl’ Pregnancy in            Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts


514.4
Level of Knowledge about Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy


594.5
The Effectiveness of Police Force Community Engagement                       Approach in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy


684.6
Effectiveness of Laws and Regulation in Preventing School girl’               Pregnancy


764.7
Challenges Faced by Police Force in Preventing School girl’                       Pregnancy


83 CHAPTER FIVE


83SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS


835.1
Introduction


835.2
Social and Cultural Practices Proliferating School girl’ Pregnancy in                 Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts


875.3
Level of Knowledge about Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy


895.4
Effectiveness of Police Force Community Engagement Approach in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy


915.5
Effectiveness of Laws and Regulation in Preventing School girl’               Pregnancy


955.6
Challenges Faced by Police Force in Preventing School girl’                 Pregnancy


98 CHAPTER SIX


98CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS


986.1
Introduction


986.2
Conclusion


996.3
Recommendations


996.3.1
Recommendations for the Government


996.3.2
Recommendations for the Local Government


1006.3.3
Recommendations for Parents


1026.3.6
Recommendations for the Social Welfare Officers


1036.3.7
Recommendations for Further Studies


104REFFERENCES



APPENDICES
107
LIST OF TABLES

23Table 3.1: Respondents’ Participation (n=190)


29Table 4.1: Age Distribution of Respondents (n=190)


30Table 4.2: Respondents’ Age by Gender (n=190)


31Table 4.3: Occupations of the Respondents (n=190)


32Table 4.4: Respondents’ Marital Status (n=190)


33Table 4.5: Education Level of Respondents (n=190)


34Table 4.6: Respondents’ Places of Residents


37Table 4.7: Variables Measured


39Table 4.8: Factors Motivating School girl to Initiate Sexual Coitus (n=49)


41Table 4.9: School girl’ Reasons for Not Using Condoms (n=49)


45Table 4.10: Community Members’ Views on the Social Factors causing                School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


45Table 4.11: School girl’ Views on the Social Factors Causing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)


47Table 4.12: Police Officers’ Views on Social Factors for School girl’                   Pregnancy (n=50)


49Table 4.13: Community Members’ Views on Beliefs and Traditional                       Practices Contributing to School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


50Table 4.14: Police Officers’ Views on Beliefs and Traditional Practices for School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


53Table 4.15: Variables Measured


54Table 4.16: Police Officers’ Views on the Consequence of School girl’               Pregnancy (n=50)


56Table 4.17: Community Members’ Views on the Consequences of                   School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


57Table 4.18: School girl’ Views on the Negative and Health Consequences                   of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)


58Table 4.19: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Views on the Negative Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)


59Table 4.20: Community Members’ Views on Negative and Health                  Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


59Table 4.21: Police Officers’ Views on the Negative and Health                   Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


61Table 4.22: Variable Measured


66Table 4.23: Community Members’ Responses on Strategies Used by Police               Force in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


67Table 4.24: Strategies/Approaches Used by Tanzania Police Force in                   Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


68Table 4.25: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Views on Strategies Used                 by Police Force in Prevention of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)


70Table 4.26: Variables Measured


73Table 4.27: Police Officers’ Views on the Weaknesses of the Available Laws             and Regulations in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


74Table 4.28: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Words of Advice to the Government and Police Force in Strengthening Laws and                Regulations of Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)


76Table 4.29: Community Members’ Words of Advice to the Police Force in Strengthening the Effectiveness of the Laws and Regulations in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)


76Table 4.30: School girl’ Advice to the Government and Police Force in Strengthening of Laws and Regulations in Prevention of                  School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)


78Table 4.31: Variables Measured


82Table 4.32: Police Officers’ Reasons Regarding less Cooperation between                 Police Force and Family Members (n=50)




LIST OF FIGURES

12Figure 2.1:  Representing Mary Richmond’s views of Person and Environment


28Figure 4.1:  Age Distribution of the Respondents.


29Figure 4.2:  Distribution of Respondents’ Age by Gender


31Figure 4.3:  Respondents’ Marital Status.




LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AIDS

Acquired Immuno-deficiency Syndrome

BEST

Basic Educational Statistics in Tanzania

CAP

Chapter

CFPU

Child and family Protection Unit 

FGDs

Focus Group Discussions

GBV

Gender Based Violence

HCPD

Head of Community and Policing Department

et al

And others.

FGDs

Focus Group Discussions

MDGs

Millennium Development Goals 

MoEVT
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training

n 

Total

OCD

Officer Commanding District

PGO

Police Government Order

R. E

Revised Edition

S

Section

SPSS

Statistical Package for Social Science

STDs

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

STIs

Sexually Transmitted Infections

TGIB

Tanzania Gender Indicator Booklet  

UNFPA
 United Nations Population Fund 

ZDHS

Zambia Demographic Health Survey             
1 CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the background to the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study and specific objectives of the study. The chapter also covers research questions, significance of the study, delimitation and limitations of the study and, definitions of key terms.
1.2 Background to the Study

The purpose of this study was to assess the role of police in preventing schoolgirl pregnancy through community engagement approach. One of the greatest challenges for women economies and development growth is the lack of quality education. The lack of quality education for women, most in the developing countries like Tanzania is due to “persistently school dropouts for girls.” These school dropouts for girls are substantially due to the persistence of teenage pregnancies, which limits the growth of women academically, economically, socially and politically to make decision in the national level. Every year in Tanzania, 8000 girls are dropping out of school due to pregnancy despite that many countries agreed on promoting access to education through Millenium Development Goals (MDGs). This makes school girl’ pregnancy remains as a challenge that hinders girls’ access to education (MoEVT, 2008 and BEST, 2010).
In the developed countries like United States of America, 30% of all teen girls who drop out of school cite pregnancy as a key reason (Shuger, 2012) and fewer than 38% of the teen mothers ever earned their high school diploma (Van Pelt, 2012). This alarming that despite the efforts taken by the Government and the Police Department of the United States of America, for example, through educating school girl, still pregnancy continues.

Adolescent pregnancy trends in percentage terms are quite worrying in Africa and sub-Saharan Africa particularly due to the health, social, economic and educational consequences. In Nigeria, 23% of women aged between 15 and 19 years have begun childbearing of which 17% have their first child and 5% are pregnant with first child (Nigeria Demographic Health Survey [NDHS], 2013). According to NDHS, no role of police in preventing child marriage reported. This, however, implies that child marriage and school girl’ pregnancy persist in Nigeria, despite the fact that Nigerian Police provide their citizens with protection and security.
According to Zambia Demographic Health Survey [ZDHS]) between 2013 and 2014 years, 28.5% of girls aged between 15 and 19 years in Zambia are pregnant (United Nations Population Fund [UNFPA], 2017). However, an amendment of Zambia Police Act 1999 mandated Victim support Unit in all Police Stations to focus on rape, sexual abuse as well as other crimes. The victim support unit has engaged in innovative activities to provide services to victims by opening of the coordinated response centres for victims of sexual violence, which allows the victim to receive psychological and police assistance in one location. The victim support unit officers were trained to provide emergency contraceptive to victims of rape as a means of preventing pregnancy (United Nations Women, 2010). Uganda Police Force in preventions of school girl’ pregnancy has established the Child and Family Protection Unit (CFPU), which investigates all domestic violence cases, including, school girl’ pregnancy, creating awareness on the right of children, visit school and talk to children and teachers on child abuse (A handbook for the Uganda Police Force, 2007). 
In Tanzania, Tanzania Gender Indicators Booklet (TGIB) (2010) indicates that primary school girl’ pregnancy was 4,362(5.4 %) in 2007, whereas in 2008, primary school girl’ pregnancy was 3370(4.6%). As from 2004 to 2008, an average of 3398 primary school girl got pregnant yearly. In 2009, the school dropout due to pregnancy was 1768. On the other hand, secondary school girl’ pregnancy was 3,965(21.9%) in 2007 and 6,345(20%) in 2008 respectively. On top of that, for every 5 school girl 1 dropout of school due to pregnancy. However, school girl stop going to school due to several reasons, including socio-cultural practices, lack of reliable transport to school and many more (Loaiza & Liang, 2013; Uromi, 2014).  Moreover, Pincock (2018) reported the increase number of school girl’ pregnancy aged between 15 and 19 which arose from 23% in 2010 to 27% in 2015. This situation results many psychological, social and physical impacts of school girl on the community involved (Scander, 2010). 
Tanzania Government identifies the school girl’ pregnancy as an offence based on Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) “Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year.” According to Penal Code Cap 16 (130), “A girl less than 18 years of age cannot consent to having sex.” Also, the establishment of help desk in school, which was announced by the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children (MHCDGEC) aimed at preventing early pregnancy aimed at providing counselling, reproductive health counselling and referrals to a clinic. On top of that, the government expels the pregnant girls from the school, established different policy and national strategy like The National Strategy for Preventing Women and Children Violence from 2016/2017 to 2021/2022. These are some of efforts made by government in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
Tanzania Police Force is a law enforcer, which has the responsibility of enforcing all government laws, including but not limited to Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) “Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year by arresting those who impregnate school girl.” 
In preventing the school girl’ pregnancy and other crimes, Tanzania Police Force introduces a community engagement approach and through that gender and children desk and community policing are currently established in 417 Police Stations countrywide.  Both Police Gender and Children Desk and Community Policing Officers dialoging school and community on the effects of school girl’ pregnancy, opening all school girl’ pregnancy case, investigate the cases and send to the court. Also, the Tanzania Police Force under the Ministry of Home Affair and Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children are used as the means to provide response services to gender based violence (GBV) and violence against children victims. 

In Mwanza Region, at Sekou Toure Regional Hospital, Police Force has established One Stop Centre under Police Gender and Children Desk dealing with sexual violence where victims receive psychological, medical service and police assistance in one location. The centre also provides emergency contraceptive to victims of rape who reach within 72 hours as a means of preventing pregnancy. Despite these efforts, still the rate of school girl’ pregnancy is high. The question is; does the Police Force fail to do their job?  Therefore, this study sought to assess the role of Police Force on prevention of school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach.
1.3 Statement of the Problem 

In his study, Uromi (2014) reported that school girl’ pregnancy has many side effects in the society. On the other hand, Tanzania Gender Indicators Booklet (2010) indicates school girl’ pregnancy in primary school was 4,362(5.4%) in 2007, whereas in 2008 the school girl’ pregnancy was 3370(4.6%). It is said, however, that for every 5 girls 1 dropped out of school due to pregnancy. The Police Force have been empowered to prevent school girl’ pregnancy through many regulations and laws including Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) which states: 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girl commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year by arresting those who cause pregnancy to school girl.” 
In prevention of school girl’ pregnancy, Police Force through community engagement approach establishes gender and children desk all over the country and community policing by educating the community and school dialogue, conducting seminar and training to Police Force Officer on the best way of investigating the school girl’ pregnancy, opening case file, investigate and send to the court all school girl’ pregnancy cases. Despite the efforts being made by the Police Force to educate the community and the girls on the pregnancy, its consequences and how to prevent themselves from getting into the trap of getting pregnant, school girl’ pregnancy rate is still rising.  This study, therefore, intends to assess the role of the Police Force in preventing the escalation rate of school girl’ pregnancy.
1.4 Objective of Study

The aim of this study was to assess the effectiveness of the Tanzania Police Force strategies on preventing school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. 
1.4.1 Specific Objectives

Specifically, this study aimed to; 

i. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferate school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. 

ii. Identify the level of knowledge on consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

iii. Identify the effectiveness of Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. 

iv. Identify whether laws and regulations are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

v. Identify the challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
1.5 Research Questions  

i. What are social and cultural practices that proliferate school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts? 

ii. What is the level of knowledge on the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy? 
iii. What is the effectiveness of the Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy? 
iv. What is the effectiveness of the laws and regulations in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?
v. What are the challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?
1.6 Significance of the Study 

This study will be significant in a number of ways. First, the study findings are expected to help the Tanzania Police Force examine the strengths and weaknesses of community engagement approach on preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Secondly, the findings of this study are expected to inform the Police Force on socio-cultural factors that proliferate school girl’ pregnancy. Thirdly, the findings of this study are expected to build and add knowledge to the Police Officers on the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach. Additionally, the findings of this study are expected to generate knowledge of researchers who may be interested in conducting related studies. Finally, the findings of this study are expected to help the law makers in Tanzania reconsider the contradictory laws by regulating them. 

1.7 Definitions of Key Terms 

Child: Is used to refer to anyone under the age of 18, consistent with usage under international law (Human Right Watch [HRW], 2014). In this study, the same definition is used.
Community policing: Is a philosophy of full service personalized policing, where the same officer patrols and works in the same area on a permanent basis, from a decentralized place, working in a proactive partnership with citizens to identify and solve problems (Brown, 2017).
Education: Is the process of facilitating learning, or the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and habits (Quora, 2015).
Gender based violence (GBV): An umbrella term for any act, omission or conduct that is perpetrated against a person’s will and that is based on socially ascribed differences (gender) between males and females. In this context, GBV includes but is not limited to sexual violence, physical violence and harmful traditions practices, such as Female Genital Mutilation and economic and social violence. 
Government: Is the system or group of people governing an organized community, often a state. It is consisted of legislature, executive and judiciary. Also, government can be defined as a means by which organizational policies are enforced as well as a mechanism for determining policy. For this study, however, the term government may be used to refer the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania.
Pregnancy: The period from conception to birth after the egg is fertilized by a sperm and then implanted in the lining of the uterus. It develops into the placenta and embryo and later into fetus. Pregnancy usually lasts 39 weeks, beginning from the first day of the woman last menstrual period and is divided into three trimesters each lasting three months (Loaiza & Liang, 2013).
Police Force:  Is a constituted body of persons empowered by a state to enforce the law, to protect people and property, and to prevent crime and civil disorder (Wikipedia, 2019).
Police Gender and Children Desk: Confidential space of police stations where victims of gender violence file their complaints and feel safe, comfortable and supported (Makoye, 2013).
School girl’ pregnancy:  Refer to females who are pregnant while pursuing their studies at secondary schools. Their ages normally range between 13 and 19 years. Same school girl may be matured physically because of passage into puberty phase. 
Violence Against Children: All potential harmful action, non action or words that are intentionally aimed at a child or a community of children and which have the likelihood of resulting in harm to the child/children health, development, wellbeing or dignity no matter for what purpose the actions or words are used.

2 CHAPTER TWO

 LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1  Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to provide the previous reviewed literature on this study. The literature review, in this study, consists of theoretical evidence. The chapter describes the theoretical reviews obtained from different books, which were consulted by the researcher in relation to the problem assessed. Moreover, the chapter highlights the empirical literature reviewed from the scholarly findings and research done by others. Lastly, the research gap is identified among the reviewed literature consulted.
2.2 Theoretical Review 

A theoretical review is an evaluation of selected information found in different literature, which relates to the study topic. It gives a theoretical base for the study, and it helps the researcher determines the problem.
2.2.1 Social Learning Theory 
Social learning theory was advocated by Albert Bandura in 1977 (Bandura, 1977). SLT posits that behaviour is the reciprocal determination of the continuing interaction between a person, the behaviour of that person and the environment within which the behaviour is performed. This behaviour can result from the characteristics of a person or an environment, and it can either be used to change that person or environment (Buss, 1991). Therefore, behaviour of a person is an outcome of interaction between person and environmental variables, such as family, religion and peers, to mention a few. It means that people learn not only from their experiences but also they learn from the actions and reactions of others of which they are termed as modelling, a basic premise of social learning theory. 
In applying social learning theory to school girl’ pregnancy prevention, a major component would be modelling teenagers imitate behaviour from others in their environment through observational learning. Some adolescent girls tend to imitate to live in good life as others do. On top of that, same teenagers or adolescent girls may be influenced economically by adults or similar adolescent boys to have pocket money, food and car lift due to their poor families by engaging in sexual behaviour. As a result, some of them may get pregnant unexpectedly. 
2.2.2 Sociological Perspectives 
Sociologists study society and the ways in which it influences people’s behaviour.  As far as the topic of school girl’ pregnancy is concerned, the macro level of analysis is used to investigate the ways in which institutions, such as religion, the economy, the family, medicine and the law influence sexuality. According to Buss (1991), sociologists approach the study of sexuality with three basic assumptions. These assumptions are;

i. Every society regulates the sexuality of its members at the macro level. 

ii. Basic institutions of society (such as religion and the family) affect the rules governing sexuality in that society.

iii. The appropriateness or inappropriateness of a particular sexual behaviour depends on the culture in which it occurs.

The theory implies that children and adolescents in particular are expected to adhere to the societal value and family values as well. It is these basic institutions that lay down good foundations of their citizens. When there is a dysfunction of the macro level of analysis in term of educating and assisting them to follow proper attributes of society, there is a possibility of getting problems. For example, if adolescent girls are not well educated on reproductive and other health issues, there is a danger of getting health problems among adolescents which will be by influenced by other people around. Some of the predictable problems are such as sexual activity, which leads to school girl’ pregnancy.
2.2.3 Psycho Dynamic Theory
The Freudian concept of Psycho-dynamic theory of case work suggests the active involvement of Id, Ego and Super ego in creating the early childhood experiences. Erikson’s Psycho Social Stages of development has differentiated the roles and Psycho-Social Conflict in different stages of a person’s life. Taking into consideration, the adolescent age group is often faced with the psycho-social conflict of Identity vs Role Confusion. 
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Figure 2.1:  Representing Mary Richmond’s views of Person and Environment 

The desirable outcome of successful role adjustment is that of integrated perception of oneself as unique identity.  Family, peers, laws and policies and, religion have an impact in controlling sexuality to young girls in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Richmond stated the importance of external and internal sources on the development of a person’s psyche. Her renowned diagrammatic representation of person and environment clearly states the importance of psycho dynamic factors (see Fig. 2.1). 

The figure presented above focuses on the importance of internal and external sources. The primary objective of this model is to restore, maintain, and enhance the personal and social functioning of individuals through mobilizing strengths; supporting coping capacities; building self-esteem; modifying dysfunctional patterns of thinking, feeling, and relating to others; linking people to necessary resources; and alleviating environmental stressors (Al-Sunan, 2013).
2.2.4 Evolutionary Theory 
A somewhat different approach is taken by evolutionary psychology, which focuses on psychological mechanisms that have been shaped by natural selection. If behaviours evolved in response to selection pressures, it is plausible to argue that cognitive or emotional structures evolved in the same way. Socio-biologists view human sexual behaviours as the product of natural selection in evolution and thus view these behavioural patterns as being genetically controlled. Contemporary evolutionary theories view behaviour as the result of an interaction between mechanisms and environmental influence (Buss, 1991). For that being the case, school girl can be influenced to get pregnancy because they are biologically capable of reproducing when they reach at 12 years and above. Also, people who might influence them to start sexual practices are peers and adults who have money.
2.3 Literature Review 

Nsimbo (2015) studied the factors contributing to teenage pregnancy in Tunduru District by using 185 teenage girls. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were used in collecting data. In her findings, it was observed that young girls do not know the constitution agreed age of giving birth and getting marriage. Also, youth should be directed on how to access the service. However, some of the pitfalls which were missing in the study include: social and cultural practices proliferate school girl’ pregnancy and level of knowledge on the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 
Together with other factors, the above-said two factors are essentially imperative in shaping school girl’ behaviour, which enable them to understand their behaviour and excluding themselves from sexual coitus before the time of marriage. Nevertheless, the study recommended having gender help desk specifically for young girls when they are either raped or forced to enter such relationships and supported friendly to avoid any unhealthy environment. 
Uromi (2014) reported that school girl’ pregnancy as a most critical and rapidly growing challenge in Tanzania despite the various strategies taken to prevent school girl’ pregnancy including conducting seminars, workshop, trainings and outreaches. These activities are to be organized and conducted for students, community, parents, and teachers so as to see how the society can deal with them. However, reporting the school girl’ pregnancy without looking at the causative factors in the grassroots is like denying the truth that school girl are faced with pregnancy. Basically, the same study could have assessed the effectiveness of the Police Force engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Also, some of the laws and regulations could have been discussed in the same study to assess their effectiveness in addressing school girl’ pregnancy. Moreover, the study recommended to promoting legal and policy frameworks for girls’ education, engaging with local government officials on teacher qualifications, deployment and support, especially for female teachers in rural areas, and working with the national education organizations on policy issues.
Moreover, Kizito (2016) asserts that early marriage and pregnancy force Tanzanian teenage girls to drop out of school. Furthermore, the findings indicate the importance of educating the girl in response to the problems that prevent adolescent girls in Tanzania, Malawi and other countries around the world from completing their schooling and fulfilling their potential, the United States launched “Let Girls Learn” in March 2015.” Also, the study findings indicate the importance of educating the girls “We know that to educate a girl is to build a healthier family, a stronger community, and, over the long term, a more resilient nation,” said USAID Tanzania’s Acting Mission Director, Daniel Moore. However, the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy was underscored in the previous study. Similarly, the interest of the study underscored the role played by laws and regulations by looking how effective they are in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
Pincock (2018) asserts that punishment won’t stop teenage pregnancy in Tanzania because bad behaviour is not the cause. Moreover, the findings show that Tanzania’s Government is expelling the pregnant girls out of school as the way to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. In Tanzania, if you’re a schoolgirl and fall pregnant, it could mean the end of your education. Even though successive governments have made a push for girls’ education, those that fall pregnant are routinely expelled from school, and prevented from returning. Most recently, this punitive approach was taken to the extreme when school girl were arrested and may now be forced to testify in court as to who gave them pregnant. 
According to government data, the number of pregnancies in girls aged between 15 and 19 years continues to rise – increasing from 23% in 2010 to 27% in 2015. This is higher than it was 20 years ago. How the important question one would ask himself or herself: does the society knows the role played by the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy? This is because the previous study underscored the Police Force community engagement approach in addressing school girl’ pregnancy. The Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children (MoHCDGEC) (2017) on international day of girls reported that, as part of a national campaign to reduce teenage pregnancy, it directed all primary and secondary schools across the country to establish help desks dedicated to preventing early pregnancy. 
The help desks will provide counseling, reproductive health information and referrals to clinics. Schools are also required to report the status of student pregnancies, early marriages, or other related issues to the ministry and local government leadership every quarter in order to ensure that these challenges are visible and addressed. The Health Minister Hon. Ummy Mwalimu launched the campaign in Mara Region, stated, 
“In the next six months, I want to see schools devote teachers to attend to teenage pregnancy issues; the government is ready to train teachers to undertake this task [if needed].”
 However, for the school girl’ pregnancy cases to be abolished there are other factors which should be considered highly. For example, the Police Force community engagement approach should be incorporated in measures taken to redress the problem. Also, the applicable laws and regulations should be checked to weigh out their effectiveness in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
2.4 Research Gap 

The above literature suggests that there is a need to prevent school girl’ pregnancy and tries to show some different strategies used by government and society in preventing school pregnancy, which the rate still remains high. In his study, Uromi (2014) indicates that school girl’ pregnancy is a most critical and rapidly growing challenge in Tanzania. Various strategies for preventing school girl’ pregnancy indicated in the study include; conducting seminars, workshop, trainings and outreaches. 
Also, there are strategies, such as promoting legal and policy frameworks for girls’ education, engaging with local government officials on teacher qualifications, deployment and support, especially for female teachers in rural areas and working with the national education organizations on policy issues. Moreover, there is a lack of the effective and common ways of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Some of the researchers and reporters look on the roles of community, the importance of education to girls, punitive approach, and establishment of help desk in school as the way to provide counseling and reproductive health training to girls.
Tanzania like other developing countries have few literature connected to the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, despite the facts that the Police Force have been empowered to prevent school girl’ pregnancy through different regulations and laws including Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3)
 “Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty” 
Police Force use different approach like establishment of gender and children desk in all police stations with aim to educate the society, arresting the offender; despite the effort done by Police Force still the rate of school girl’ pregnancy is remaining high.  However, no study has been undertaken to assess the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy in Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. This gives chance to the researcher to asses on the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. Therefore, this study intends to assess the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts.

3 CHAPTER THREE

 MATERIALS AND METHODS
3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the methods and procedures used to conduct the study. More specifically, the chapter describes the research design and approach used, study area, target population, sample and sampling techniques. Other aspects, under this chapter, include sampling techniques, methods of data collection, data analysis procedures, ethical issues and limitations of the study.
3.2 Research Design and Approach

This study used a cross-sectional design that employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches. The cross-sectional design was used in this study because data regarding the role of Police Force in the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach were collected at one point in time (Creswell, 2012). Also, the study employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches in order to supplement the inherent weaknesses of one approach when presenting and analyzing data (Fraenkel, Warren & Yun, 2012). Therefore, qualitative approach ensured the expression of participants’ views with regards to the studied topic, whereas quantitative approach was necessary in the study as it ensured the extent to which participants were engaged in school girl’ pregnancy prevention by using the community engagement approach.
3.3 Study Area   

This study was conducted in Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts in Mwanza Region. The aforementioned places are among the areas where school girl’ pregnancies have been reported more often. On top of that, the researcher has been exploring enough information about school girl’ pregnancy and GBV through police gender desk. This altogether generated the genuine reasons as to why this study was conducted in the named places. On top of that, from the map below showing Mwanza City Administrative Boundary, there are 36 wards located on the map. Out of those wards, only 6 wards such as Kawekamo, Kitangiri, Bugogwa, Igogo, Mkolani and Mkuyuni were involved in the study.
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Figure 3.1: Profile of Study Area
Source: Mwanza City Planning Officer.
Nyamagana District is one of the seven districts of Mwanza Region in Tanzania. It is boarded to the north by Ilemela District, to the east by Magu District, to the south by Misungwi District and to the west by Mwanza Bay of Lake Victoria. Part of regional capital the town of Mwanza is within Nyamagana and Ilemela District. According to the 2012 National Population and Human Settlement Census, the Nyamagana District had a population of 363,452 out of which 177,812 equivalents to 48.9% are male and 185,640 equivalents to 51.1% are female, whereas Ilemela District had a population of 343,001 out of which 164,718 equivalents to 48% are Male and 178,283 equivalents to 52% are female (National Bureau of Statistics [NBS, 2013). 
3.4 Target Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques 

3.4.1 Target Population

In this study the target populations were the Police Officer, community members, teachers, Social Welfare Officers, local leaders and some school girls of Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts respectively. 
3.4.2 Sample size

The sample size was obtained using formulas developed by Fischer’s. 


From Fischer’s formula;   



      n=Z2 QUOTE 
 .pq

                                  d2
Where:    

n=the desired sample size (if the target population is greater than 10,000); z =the standard normal deviation at the required confidence level (=1.96 with confidence level of 95%); p=a proportion in target population (50%)

            d=the maximum possible error that can be tolerated (0.069) and; q=1-p
           

Basing on the calculation, the desired sample size was 

                                            n    = (0.5) (0.5) (1.96)2     = 201


                              (0.069)2

From the sampling frame of all Police Officers, school girl, Social Welfare Officers, teachers, community members, elders and local leaders in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts, a sample of 201 respondents were conveniently selected. However, during the data collection process, a total of 190(95%) respondents participated in this study. Each respondent’s category was approached by different data collection methods such as questionnaire, interview and focus group discussion. The questionnaire method involved 165 respondents (50 Police Officers, 49 school girl, 50 community members, 16 Social Welfare Officers and teachers). On the other hand, interview method involved 5 Police Officers (1 Officer Commanding District, 2 Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk and 2 Heads of Police Community Policing) and 9 local leaders (W.E.Os). Nevertheless, in the focus group discussions, 7 elders and 4 Social Welfare Officers were involved in the study. 

Table 3.1: Respondents’ Participation (n=190)
	Category
	                  Frequency
	                       Percent (%)

	Community members
	                        50
	                               26.3

	Elders
	                          7
	                                 3.7

	Local leaders (W.E. Os)
	                          9
	                                 4.7

	Police Officers
	                        55
	                               28.9

	School girl
	                        49
	                               25.8

	Social Welfare Officers
	                        13
	                                 6.8

	Teachers
	                          7
	                                 3.7

	Total
	                      190
	                             100.0


Source: researcher, (2020)

3.4.3 Sampling Techniques 

Non probability sampling method was applied in this study. The researcher used convenience and purposive/judgmental sampling techniques in selecting the sample to fit the specific purpose of the study.
3.4.3.1 Convenience Sampling 

This method was used in the quantitative part of the study where a questionnaire was used. The respondents included Police Officers, school girl, community members, Social Welfare Officers and teachers.
3.4.3.2 Purposive Sampling 

This method was applied to the selected interview method for the Officer Commanding District (OCD), Head of Gender and Children’s Desk Police Officers, Head of Community Policing, local leaders both in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. It was also used in obtaining respondents for focused group discussion for elders and Social Welfare Officers.
3.5 Methods of Data Collection  

3.5.1 Primary Data Collection 
The primary data are first hand information collected from the field. The methods by which the researcher employed to collect primary data included questionnaire, interview and focus group discussion.  

Data Collection method for Qualitative Approach;
Interview: For the purpose of this study researcher conducted face to face interview with the Officer Commanding District (OCD), 2 Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk, 2 Heads of Community and Policing Department and 9 local leaders (Ward Executive Officers) of both Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts with the aim of collecting information, which helped to answer the research questions. Each of the interview session took 45 minutes.
Focus group discussion (FGD): Focus group discussions were formed with 7 elders and other 4 Social Welfare Officers to discuss the role of Police Force on preventing school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach. Each of the session of the FGD took 45 minutes.
Data Collection Methods for Quantitative Approach;
Questionnaire: The study used self-administered questionnaires which were prepared in both English and Swahili languages. The reason for using the two languages was that Kiswahili language is a language of which many respondents were familiar with it, while English language is not known to the majority. Therefore, 50 Police Officers, both 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers were given English questionnaires, whereas 49 school girl and community members were given translated Kiswahili questionnaires. It took between 35 and 40 minutes to fill in the questionnaires and return them to the researcher.
3.5.2 Secondary Data Collection
Document review: This method was also used to review various documents including Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs) of establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk, Community Policing Textbook, laws like Amendment of Education Act Cap 353, Police Force and Auxiliary Services Act Cap 322 R.E 2002, The Evidence Act Cap 6 R.E 2002, The Law of the Child Act, Cap 13 2009, The Sexual Offence Special Provisional Act (SOSPA) 1998, The Law of Marriage Act 1971 as amended by Act 23/73, Act 15/80 and Act 9/96 and Penal Code Cap 16. 
3.6 Data Analysis Procedures 

Since this study employed both quantitative and qualitative approaches, data were also analyzed relied with the kind of data. Quantitative data which were collected through questionnaire method were computed and analyzed using SPSS version 20.0 software, which later on presented in tabular forms for summarizing findings. On top of that, Microsoft Excel was used to create figures for reading purpose. On the other hand, content analysis was used in the collected qualitative data that were gathered through interview and focus group discussion. Because the researcher recorded some respondents’ voices to be used in the report, the same data were transcribed. The original data were listened by both researcher and research expert to ensure that what would be written in the report reflected the respondents’ views without distorting their meaning. Thereafter, the transcribed data were then coded to get categories of themes related to research objectives. Then, the same data were presented in verbatim or quotations for easy reading.
3.7 Ethical Issues

Ethical clearance was obtained from the Open University of Tanzania research board. Furthermore, respondents were given informed consent before the collecting the data from them to show the respondents’ willingness of participating in the study. Also, the researcher observed confidentiality by not disclosing information obtained to the third parties, who were not part of the study. Moreover, the researcher ensured anonymity by not taking the respondents’ names during the data collection process. On top of that, all scholarly works consulted were acknowledged accordingly to avoid plagiarism. 
3.8 Limitations of the Study

The major limitations the researcher encountered during the data collection process were both financial resources and the availability of some of the respondents. Since the researcher financed herself the studies, so there were times she lacked money for duplicating the research instruments. Also, some respondents were not found as they promised. This made the actual participation of respondents to be 190 instead of 201 respondents expected. 

4 CHAPTER FOUR

 DATA PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the results of the study. Basically, the study results are based on the research questions. However, the chapter starts with respondents’ participation and socio-demographic information, which are presented hereunder.
4.2 Respondents’ Socio-Demographic Information

The characteristics of the respondents are described hereunder basing on age, gender, occupation, marital status and education.  
4.2.1 Age of the Respondents
The age of respondents varied from 15 to 69 with a mean age of 7.9% of the total respondents. Out of 190 respondents involved, there were 49(25.8) respondents whose ages ranged between 15 and 19 years, 12(6.3%) respondents ranged between 20 and 24 years, 32(16.8%) respondents ranged between 25 and 29 years, 26(13.7%) respondents ranged between 30 and 34 years and 10(19%) respondents ranged between 35 and 39 years. Also, there were 17(8.9%) respondents ranged between 40 and 44 years, 15(7.9%) respondents ranged between 45 and 49 years, 10(5.2%) respondents ranged between 50 and 54 years, 4(2.2%) respondents ranged between 55 and 59 years, 3(1.6%) respondents between 60 and 64 years. 
Additionally, 3(1.6%) respondents ranged between 65 and 69 years. The variation of the respondents in the study implies that some of the respondents were more involved than others due to their necessity. For instance, the first age category in the table indicated school girl who outnumbered other age categories. Both Table 4.1 and Figure 4.1 show the summary of the Age Distribution of Respondents.
Table 4.1: Age Distribution of Respondents (n=190)
	Age Category
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	15 – 19 Years
	      49
	        25.8

	20 – 24 Years
	      12
	          6.3

	25 – 29 Years
	      32
	        16.8

	30 – 34 Years
	      26
	        13.7

	35 – 39 Years
	      19
	        10

	40 – 44 Years
	      17
	          8.9

	45 – 49 Years
	      15
	          7.9

	50 – 54 Years 
	      10
	          5.2

	55 – 59 Years
	        4
	          2.2

	60 – 64 Years
	        3
	          1.6

	65 – 69 Years
	        3
	          1.6

	Total
	    190
	      100.0


Source: Field Data, 2019.
[image: image4.png]200

180

160
140

120
100

80

60
40 -
20 -

15— 20— 25- 30— 35- 40- 45- 50— 55— 60— 65— Total
19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59 64 69
Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years

EFrequency

= Percent (%)





Figure 4.1: Age Distribution of the Respondents
Source: Field Data, 2019.
4.2.2 Respondents’ age by Gender
The sex of the respondents was sought for determining the participation of gender involved in the study on the issue of school girl’ pregnancy. Generally, females were 122(64.2%), whereas males were 68(35.8%). This indicates that females outnumbered males. This also implies that there was a good representation of females in this study as the study focused on them. 
Table 4.2: Respondents’ Age by Gender (n=190)
	                                                                             Gender

	Age of Respondents
	        Number of Male
	     Number of Female
	

	
	         Frequency and %
	        Frequency and %
	    Total

	15 – 19 Years
	                 -(0.00)
	                  49(40.16)
	       49

	20 – 24 Years
	                 6(8.82)
	                    6(4.92)
	       12

	25 – 29 Years
	               17(25)
	                  15(12.26)
	       32

	30 – 34 Years
	               12(17.6)
	                  14(11.47)
	       26

	35 – 39 Years
	                 9(13.24)
	                  10(8.19)
	       19

	40 – 44 Years
	                 8(11.76)
	                    9(7.38)
	       17

	45 – 49 Years
	                 7(10.29)
	                    8(6.58)
	       15

	50 – 54 Years
	                 5(7.35)
	                    5(4.09)
	       10

	55 – 59 Years
	                 2(2.94)
	                    2(1.64)
	         4

	60 – 64 Years
	                 1(1.47)
	                    2(1.64)
	         3

	65 – 69 Years
	                 1(1.47)
	                    2(1.64)
	         3

	Total
	               68(100.0)
	                122(100.0)
	     190


Key: % = Percentage

Source: Field Data, 2019.
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Figure 4.2: Distribution of Respondents’ Age by Gender
If comparing the respondents’ age by gender, female respondent’s outnumbered male respondents in the majority of categories of age of the respondents (see Table 4.2). However, in smaller cases, for example in the age group between 50 and 54 and, the age group between 55 and 59, both female and male respondents were equal as shown in the table follows. Both Table 4.2 and Figure 4.2 show the summary of the study findings on respondents’ age by gender.
4.2.3 Occupations of the Respondents
This study involved respondents of different cadres. For example, Police Officers working at the Police posts and/or stations, community members were dealing with different activities such as business, school girl, elders were the retired employees, local leaders led the wards, teachers were chosen based on working in schools and Social Welfare Officers were the government employees in Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. 
Table 4.3: Occupations of the Respondents (n=190)
	Respondents
	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Police Officers
	Police Officers
	      55
	      28.9

	Community members
	Business 
	      50
	      26.3

	School girl
	Students
	      49
	      25.8

	Elders
	Retired employees
	        7
	        3.7

	Local leaders
	Ward Executive Officers
	        9
	        4.7

	Teachers
	Teachers
	        7
	        3.7

	Social Welfare Officers
	Social Welfare Officers
	      13
	        6.8

	Total 
	
	    190
	    100.0


Source: Field Data, 2019.
4.2.4 Marital Status

Respondents varied in term of marital status. From Table 4.4, it shows that 84(44.21%) respondents were single, 36(18.95%) respondents were widows, 27(14.21%) respondents were widowers, 22(11.58%) respondents were divorced and only 21(11.05%) respondents were married. This implies that about a half of the study respondents were living alone of whom school girl were part of it. This category was important in the study as it revealed the feeling of the situations of school girl to experience with school pregnancy. 
Table 4.4: Respondents’ Marital Status (n=190)
	Marital Status
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Married
	      21
	       11.05

	Single
	      84
	       44.21

	Divorced
	      22
	       11.58

	Widow
	      36
	       18.95

	Widower 
	      27
	       14.21

	Total
	    190
	     100.00


Source: Field Data, 2019.
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Figure 4.3: Respondents’ Marital Status
On the other hand, very few respondents were married. It means that they were living with their families and therefore they can be used as a behaviour change agent in the society to help school girl focus on their studies and leave aside sexual behaviour that would lead them to be impregnated. Other respondents, in the study, constituted of divorced people, widower and widow had to contribute to this study by explaining the opinions that they had with regard to school girl’ pregnancy. Both Table 4.4 and Figure 4.3 summarize the marital status of the respondents.
4.2.5 Education 

The study involved respondents of varied education levels. The level ranged from standard seven to the master’s degree. Basing on the information provided by the respondents to the researcher, it was found that 61(32.1%) respondents were having form four level of education. 40(21.1%) respondents were form six leavers, 36(19%) respondents were certificate holders. Additionally, 23(12.1%) respondents were diploma holders, while 9(4.7%) respondents were standard seven leavers. On top of that, only 14 (7.3%) respondents were degree holders, whereas 7(1.1%) respondents were master’s holders. This indicates that the respondents were capable of responding to the questions asked by the researcher. Table 4.5 summarizes the responses.

Table 4.5: Education Level of Respondents (n=190)
	Education level
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Standard VII
	        9
	        4.7

	Form Four
	      61
	      32.1

	Form Six
	      40
	      21.1

	Certificate 
	      36
	      19

	Diploma
	      23
	      12.1

	Degree
	     14
	       7.3

	Master 
	       7
	       3.7

	Total 
	   190
	    100.0


Source: Field Data, 2019.
4.2.6 Respondents’ Place of Residents
Place of residents among respondents varied. It should, however, be noted that respondents who were involved in the study came from two districts namely, Nyamagana (50.5%) and Ilemela (49.5%). On top of that, 6 wards out of 36 from the two districts were involved. Each ward had certain representatives. For instance, there were 38 respondents involved in the study whose residents were located at Kitangiri Ward, whereas 14 respondents participated in the study came from each Wards of Kawekamo, Bugogwa and Mkuyuni.
Moreover, at Igogo Ward there were 40 respondents, whose residents were from it, participated in the study. Nevertheless, Police Officers who were involved in the study came from Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. Therefore, there no further description of wards as it was done to other respondents. The same applies to school girl whose identity was based on their schools (Mapango Secondary and Kitangiri Secondary School). However, Table 4.6 indicates the summary of respondents’ places of residents.

Table 4.6: Respondents’ Places of Residents
	Respondents
	          District
	Ward

	
	Ilemela
	Nyamag
	Kaw
	Kit
	Bg
	Igog
	Mko
	Mk

	Police Officers
	28(50.9)
	27(49.1)
	  -
	  -
	  -
	  -
	  -
	  -

	Community members
	25(50)
	25(50)
	  8
	  8
	  8
	  8
	  9
	  9

	School girl
	24(49)
	25(51)
	  -
	24
	  -
	25
	  -
	  -

	Elders
	  4(57.1)
	  3(42.9)
	  2
	  1
	  1
	  1
	  1
	  1

	Local leaders (W.E.Os)
	  4(44.4)
	  5(55.6)
	  1
	  2
	  1
	  2
	  2
	  1

	Teachers
	  3(42.9)
	  4(57.1)
	  1
	  1
	  2
	  1
	  1
	  1

	Social Welfare Officers
	  6(46.2)
	  7(53.8)
	  2
	  2
	  2
	  3
	  2
	  2

	Total 
	94(49.5)
	96(50.5)
	14
	38
	14
	40
	15
	14


Bg=Bugogwa, Igog=Igogo, Kaw=Kawekamo, Kit=Kitangiri, Mkol=Mkolani, Mk=Mkuyuni and Nyamag=Nyamagana
4.2.6.1 Summary of the Respondents’ Socio-Demographic Information

By summing up, the study findings identified that 49 school girl who belonged in the age group between 15 and 19 years outnumbered other respondents’ age categories in the distribution due to their necessity. Also, it was indicated that 122 female respondents outnumbered 68 male respondents in the study due to the fact that the study focused highly on female students. On a similar note, 49 respondents who lead the respondents’ age distribution also led respondents’ age by sex. Moreover, there were a variety of occupations of the respondents. School girl belonged to the student category, whereas other respondents were Police Officers, business, Ward Executive Officers, teachers and Social Welfare Officers. 
Additionally, about a half of the respondents were single compared to other respondents who were widows, widowers, divorced and married. Nevertheless, the education level of respondents differs from standard seven to the master’s degree. However, an average of the respondents’ education was between form four and degree.  Nevertheless, place of residents among study respondents differed in terms of wards. Among the 36 wards found in Mwanza Region, only 6 wards were represented by the study respondents.
4.3 Presentation of Data and Findings for Each of the Objective Addressed 

4.3.1 Introduction

This part provides the actual findings for each objective. There were five objectives, which were addressed in this study. These were to; identify social and cultural practices that proliferate school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts; identify the level of knowledge on consequences of school girl’ pregnancy; identify the effectiveness of Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy; identify whether laws and regulations are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy and; identify the challenges Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
The methods used to collect data were questionnaire, focus group discussion and interview. Each of the methods used to focus on particular participants. For example, a questionnaire method was applied to 50 Police Officers, both 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers were given English questionnaires, whereas 49 school girl and community members were given translated Kiswahili questionnaires. Focus group discussion was used to collect data from 7 elders and other 4 Social Welfare Officers. Moreover, the interview was conducted to Officer Commanding District (OCD), 2 Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk, 2 Heads of Community and Policing Department and 9 local leaders (Ward Executive Officers) of both Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. 
In addition to that, documentary review was used to review various documents including Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs) of establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk, Community Policing Textbook, laws like Amendment of Education Act Cap 353, Police Force and Auxiliary Services Act Cap 322 R.E 2002, The Evidence Act Cap 6 R.E 2002, The Law of the Child Act, Cap 13 2009, The Sexual Offence Special Provisional Act (SOSPA) 1998, The Law of Marriage Act 1971 as amended by Act 23/73, Act 15/80 and Act 9/96 and Penal Code Cap 16. 
Nevertheless, the analysis techniques generally used SPSS version 16.0 for quantitative data that were gathered through questionnaire method, whereas qualitative data gathered through focus group discussion, interview method and documentary review used content analysis.
4.3.2 Social and Cultural Practices Proliferating School girl’ Pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts

The questions asked included three variables, namely; whether school girl are involved in sexual practices, social factors of school girl’ pregnancy and beliefs and traditional practices contributing to school girl’ pregnancy. Each of the questions asked to focus on particular variables. 

Table 4.7: Variables Measured
	Name of variables
	Freq. and % of people

who answered

question/variable

	Whether school girl are involved in sexual practices
	        190(100%)

	Social factors for school girl’ pregnancy 
	        190(100%)

	Beliefs and traditional practices on school girl’ pregnancy
	        151(100%)


Source: researcher, (2020)
For this objective, data was collected on 190 respondents in the first two variables with the exception of the third variable whereby 151 respondents were asked the same question; the information from respondents was obtained through interview, questionnaire and focus group discussion were used as data collection methods. Questionnaires were computed, as stipulated in chapter three of research methodology, by SPSS programme version 16.0 to get the frequency and percentage of each of the mentioned factors presented. On the other hand, qualitative information obtained through interviews and focus group discussions were analyzed by the content analysis. 
Through a questionnaire, a total of 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers were asked whether students are involved in sexual practices. However, on their response, all 16(100%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers, who were asked, said that students are not allowed to practice sex while schooling despite the fact that some of them are involved in it. This indicates that teachers and Social Welfare Officers understand what the school girl do what they are supposed to do while schooling. That is, school girl are supposed to focus on their studying since they have not reached to the right time to engaging in sexual practices. 
During the focus group discussion sessions, all 4 Social Welfare Officers involved in the study had the similar view on the school girl’ sexual practices. One Social Welfare Officer insisted that:

Madam [referring to the researcher], sex is not allowed for a student. This is very obvious and even students themselves know this. However, when some of them practicing sex, they break not only the school rules but also the societal expectations. 
Similarly, a total of 48(96%) community members were asked whether school girl are involved in sexual practices, they responded no, which implies that school girl are not allowed to be engaged in sexual practices. However, a few numbers (4%) of community members opined yes with the indication that school girl were engaged in sexual practices. This means that either these community members said that because they think school girl have their own choice to make, or school girl have the right to participate in sexual practices as they wish since they are grown-up people who can reason to do whatever they think is good or bad for them.  On a similar note, 47(95.9%) school girl admitted that they are not engaged to practice sex, whereas 2(4.1%) school girl said they are engaged to practice sex. This finding is in line with Nsimbo (2015) who also found that young girls do not know the constitution agreed age of giving birth and getting marriage. This, however, indicates that all the respondents understood that sex is prohibited before marriage despite the fact that some of the school girl are engaging in it. 
On top of that, it is very clear that school girl’ pregnancy is recognized as an offense as stipulated in various seculars. Through Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year.” 
Additionally, according to Penal Code Cap 16 (130), 
“A girl less than 18 years of age cannot consent to having sex.”

The researcher was interested to know the reasons leading to initiate sexual coitus among school girl. Some of the factors motivated school girl to initiate sexual coitus while schooling included; desire for money, puberty, peer pressure, influence of older men and traditional beliefs. Table 4.8 summarizes the factors motivating school girl to initiate sexual coitus.
Table 4.8: Factors Motivating School girl to Initiate Sexual Coitus (n=49)
	Factors
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Desire for money
	        20
	       40.8

	Peer pressure
	          9
	       18.4

	Influence of older men
	          8
	       16.3

	Puberty 
	          7
	       14.3

	Traditional beliefs
	          3
	         6.1

	Desire for chips
	          2
	         4.1

	Total 
	        49
	     100.0


Source: Field Data, 2019.
As shown in Table 4.8, desire for money was mentioned highly by school girl (40.8%) as a motivating factor to initiate sexual coitus than other factors. Some factors which were least mentioned motivated school girl to initiate sexual coitus were traditional beliefs and desire for chips (4.1%). This indicates that either majority of school girl are coming from poor families, or it is life that the majority of the school girl wish to have while schooling. Therefore, if their families fail to support them, school girl are supported by other people who may prefer doing sex with the school girl. In so doing, school girl find themselves in the situation of getting pregnancy if not diseases. Thus, families have to be careful and watchful to these school girl in supporting them and educating them on the importance of school. 
Additionally, the researcher was interested in knowing why students do not use condoms, which can be used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. Moreover, about a half of the school girl (51%) opined that condoms are sold costly, that’s why they decide to sex without using them. This indicates that school girl do not understand the sexual and reproductive health education, which can be used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. Also, about one third (36.1%) of the school girl said that they do not use condom because they need to fulfill sexual desire. This means that same students who need to fulfill sexual desire probably have learnt from their siblings, or any close friends engaging in sexual affairs, which is why they also need to fulfill such a desire. However, less than a third (12.9%) of school girl answered that they do not know the benefits of using condoms.  Table 4.9 summarizes the findings.

Table 4.9: School girl’ Reasons for Not Using Condoms (n=49)
	Reasons
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Condoms are sold costly
	        25
	        51

	Need to fulfill sexual desire
	        15
	        36.1

	Not knowing the benefits of condoms
	          9
	        12.9

	Total 
	        49
	      100.0


Source: Data Field, 2019.
All elders participated in this study, through focus group discussions conducted with them, said that school girl start sexual coitus before their time due to the increased moral erosion. In an FGD, one of them opined that, 
“Nowadays, there is an increase of moral erosion as compared to the past. Children are learning from many sources, including but not limited to televisions and internet. They start practicing sexual coitus early before their time.” 
This indicates that there is a greater chance than usual for school girl who are exposed to prone and explicit sexualized contents starting sexual coitus than those do not expose to such contents. Additionally, elders shared their past experiences basing on sexual coitus. During the focus group discussion, one of the elders from Igogo Ward drew her past experience as follows:

Back in those days, families provided adolescents with sexual information through respected members of the community during initiation rites. It was forbidden for young men and women to engage in sexual acts unless one was married. In special periods, particularly those of menarche for girls and spermarche for boys, aunts and fathers provided adolescents with instructions to become responsible and ready for participation in the affairs of their traditional lifestyles as a newly formed division of adults.

The foregoing statement indicates that in the past, adolescent boys and girls were given sexual information, for the sake of understanding their reproductive health. Same education aimed at orienting adolescents to practice sex when they are married. Therefore, it could be very difficult to educate an adult on sexual information. Conversely, when the Heads of Community and Policing Department from Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts interviewed, both of them said that children are grown-up early nowadays as a Head of Community and Policing Department from Nyamagana District during interview clarified as follows:

Nowadays, children are growing up early. At the age of 12, you find a girl has almost all features of a woman. This also affects her physically and psychologically as a result; she may start engaging in sexual activities. Sometimes, the kind of sex education, which is provided to them, may give them a loophole for practicing sex. 

The foregoing remarks indicate that nowadays children grow faster than it was in the past. This tendency may affect them both physically and psychologically. Some people perceive these grown-up children as adults. As the result, some of the adults start seducing these children. On top of that, some of the grown-up children/adolescent girls perceive themselves as adults when they see their breasts grow (boobs), hips expand, soft skins, just to name a few. The same behaviour applies to some adolescent boys who have more beads, strong bones, tall, just to mention a few as perceiving themselves as adults.

Community members were asked, through questionnaires, whether they had been experiencing school girl’ pregnancy in their community or not. However, the findings show that of the 50(100%) community members from both Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts asked, answered “Yes.” Meaning that, in their place of residents, there are cases of school girl’ pregnancy. Thus, it is something occurs really in the society.
Through the interview conducted with the local leaders (W.E.Os), all of them agreed that there were having school girl’ pregnancy cases reported to them at different times. Some of the highlighted narration from the local leaders included; W.E.O of Mkolani who said that 
“In a whole year, two school girl’ pregnancy cases may be reported to us.” This indicates that school girl’ pregnancy is something real and not imagined.

In a similar note, a W.E.O of Mkuyuni opined that:

School girl’ pregnancy cases are many. In 2018, there were six school girl’ pregnancy cases reported, of which four were for secondary school girl’ pregnancy and the other two were for primary school girl’ pregnancy. Up to this month of June, 2019, there are four school girl’ pregnancy cases reported and known to us.   

In addition to that, the problem with school girl’ pregnancy seems to be different at Bugogwa Ward, where his W.E.O said that, 
“From what I know, in 2016/2017, there were eighteen school girl’ pregnancy cases reported to us. In 2018, the number of school girl’ pregnancy cases reported was six, though.” 
Through the depth interview conducted with both the two Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk and two Heads of Community and Policing Department from each of the two districts areas of the study, it was generally confirmed that school girl’ pregnancy cases have been reported to their respective areas following the understanding of the community members in regard to the role of Police Force through the named unit and department respectively. When the Heads of Community and Policing Department interviewed on how they get cases, especially related to school girl’ pregnancy, they opined that community members normally inform them as a Head of Community and Policing Department from Ilemela District speaks: 

Community members are aware of what Police Force is doing. They normally reported to us any of the unusual issues which emerge in their respective areas. We are obliged by law to safeguard them and their properties, that’s why even school girl’ pregnancy cases are reported to us by the good Samaritans.

Additionally, the researcher asked the Heads of Gender and Children Desk on how their cases are reported from the community, a Head of Gender and Children Desk from Nyamagana District had this to comment, 
“We do get a variety of cases, including those of school girl’ pregnancy and those associated with school girl’ sexual violence from teachers, NGOs, Ward Executive Officers, and Ward Council Leaders. After a case is reported we open an investigation.”
However, among the social factors mentioned by the community members as the causative factors for school girl’ pregnancy were; unable to control sexual drive, desire for money, lack of reproductive health education, rape, poverty, peer pressure and poor parenting. On top of that, the desire for money was 28% mentioned by the community members as a social factor leading to school girl’ pregnancy. This indicates that school girl desire to have money, which may be contrary to their families’ income. As the result, they get supported by other people apart from their families. This tendency may result to practicing sexual activity, which eventually lead to pregnancy among school girl. However, other social factors such as rape and unable to control sexual derive also contribute to school girl’ pregnancy as outlined in the table. See Table 4.10 for a summary of the findings.
School girl, on the other hand, had their opinions regarding social factors causing school girl’ pregnancy. Through questionnaires, school girl from both Igogo Secondary School and Kitangiri Secondary School mentioned highly poverty, long distance to school, poor parenting, globalization and peer pressure as the social factors causing school girl’ pregnancy. However, long distance to school was a leading social factor as mentioned in 26.5% causing school girl’ pregnancy.
Table 4.10: Community Members’ Views on the Social Factors causing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Social Factors
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Unable to control sexual drive
	       10
	         20

	Desire for money
	       14
	         28

	Lack of reproductive health education
	         6
	         12

	Rape 
	       11
	         22

	Poverty 
	         2
	           4

	Peer pressure
	         2
	           4

	Poor parenting
	         5
	         10

	Total 
	       50
	       100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
Practically, students who walk by foot in long distances are more likely to be tempted either not to go to school every day, or accepting lifts from car owners and/or drivers. This behaviour is healthily dangerous to them as they can be forced (raped) to sex out of their wishes. Influence from significant others; such as peers may also lead school girl to do what they never wished to do. For instance, they can be influenced to sex in order to feel good, which eventually lead them to get pregnancies. Table 4.11 summarizes the findings.
Table 4.11: School girl’ Views on the Social Factors Causing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)
	Social Factors
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Poverty 
	         9
	      18.4

	Long distance to school
	       13
	      26.5

	Poor parenting 
	         8
	      16.3

	Globalization 
	         7
	      14.3

	Peer pressure
	       12
	      24.5

	Total 
	       49
	    100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
In a similar view, through the interview conducted with local leaders (W.E.O) from 6 wards, 7 out 9 W.E.Os mentioned school girl’ pregnancy social factors, such as family conflicts, poverty, poor parenting, long distance to school and globalization. However, a W.E.O from Kitangiri Ward strongly emphasizes that, 
“Family conflicts might be the leading causative factors for school girl’ pregnancy as the family separates; children may end up doing things, which are unusual. As a result, some of the children get pregnant while they are at schools.” 
The mentioned social factor is nowadays influencing negatively children’s behaviour when it occurs. Nevertheless, elders emphasized that, perhaps, poverty is the motivating social factor for many school girl’ pregnancy. During the FGDs conducted with them, an elder from Igogo Ward said that:

For example, in a poor family, you find one room for the whole family. Only curtains divide the room. What is done, during the midnight, in the side of parents is heard to the other side of children. These children, of nowadays, who are very curious may start learning and demonstrating what was done when they meet their colleagues.

The foregoing remarks indicate that poverty in a family is adversely affecting school girl as some of them learn from the family on how to practice sex. This may also influence them to search men who can sex with them. As the result, they can be impregnated. However, all 50 (100%) Police Officers, from both Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts, who filled in the questionnaires, had varied views regarding the social factors for school girl’ pregnancy. 
Among the social factors mentioned highly were lack of reproductive health education and rape. That is, some of the school girl get pregnant because they lack proper reproductive health education (30%), whereas other (28%) school girl are raped (28%). They don’t associate the socio-emotional changes they have with the effects of sexual behaviour on them. Some of the adolescents may tend to practice sex without realizing the dangerous effects that they may get, such as getting pregnant. This, now, indicates that there is need to disclose sexual and reproductive health education to school girl so as to make them aware of their physical changes, emotional changes, social changes as well as cognitive changes they experience during adolescent phase. Table 4.12 summarizes the most and least social factors mentioned by the Police Officers.
Table 4.12: Police Officers’ Views on Social Factors for School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Causes
	     Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Lack of reproductive health education
	         15
	          30

	Desire for money
	           7
	          14

	Rape
	         14
	          28

	Unable to control sexual desire
	           2
	            4

	Peer pressure
	           5
	          10

	Long distance to school
	           4
	            8

	Poor parenting
	           3
	            6

	Total
	         50
	         100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
In the same vein, both teachers and Social Welfare Officers who were 16 involved in the study, through questionnaires, 10 (62.5%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers mentioned poor parenting, peer pressure, lack of reproductive health education, whereas 6(37.5%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers stressed poverty and long distance to school as the sole social factors for school girl’ pregnancy. However, poor parenting is said to affect a person cognitively. When school girl are raised poorly by their parents, there is a high possibility for school girl to exhibit bad behaviour since they fail to make proper decisions and handle adolescent risk behaviours such as drinking alcohol and sexual activity. 

Nevertheless, in an interview conducted with Nyamagana Officer Commanding District (OCD), rape was highly emphasized as one of the social factors among school girl’ pregnancy. During the interview, he had this to say:

Rape case is one of the social factors of school girl’ pregnancy. And according to the Sexual Offenses (Special Provisions) Act of 1998, from what I know is that, the act forbids anyone to sex with a lady below eighteen years as it is considered to be a rape (Interview with Nyamagana District OCD).

Additionally, Nyamagana Officer Commanding District (OCD) said that the Mwanza geographical location entertains robbers and raping behaviour as it has many rocks where people with bad intention to hide themselves there. Nyamagana District OCD was quoted saying:

Geographically, Mwanza is surrounded by many rocks this is why it is named Rock City. These rocks act as a stumbling block when dwellers living in the rocks need to get the services from other areas. This is a challenging situation, especially during the night hours when people with bad intention to stay in the rocks waiting for robbing people. This will definitely be accompanied by raping behaviour, too.

Moreover, the study focused on the causes of beliefs and traditional practices on school girl’ pregnancy. Through questionnaires, 11(68.75%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers opined that beliefs and traditional practices cause school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 5(31.25%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers said they don’t cause. Similarly, 40(80%) community members agreed, through questionnaire, that beliefs and traditional practices motivate the school girl’ pregnancy as opposed to 10(20%) community members who said that belief and traditional practices do not motivate or cause school girl’ pregnancy.

Through questionnaires, community members were asked to mention the belief and traditional practices in the community contributing to school girl’ pregnancy. Girls’ initiations (36%) were leading among the mentioned beliefs and traditional practices. However, other views were based on non-priority to education (30%), traditional dance (26%), just to mention a few. Table 4.13 summarizes the findings regarding the beliefs and traditional practices contributing to school girl’ pregnancy.
Table 4.13: Community Members’ Views on Beliefs and Traditional Practices Contributing to School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Belief and Traditional Practices
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Girls’ initiations 
	      18
	       36

	Traditional dance
	      13
	       26

	Non-priority to education
	      15
	       30

	Dowry
	        6
	       12

	Circumcision rites
	        8   
	       16

	Total
	      50
	     100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
As indicated in the Table 4.13, some girls, especially those coming from the Sukuma tribe were engaged in an initiation ceremony as they are considered to be adults after passing through puberty phase. The purpose of conducting the initiation ceremony in a society is to formalize people of a particular age by admitting them into a higher stage (adulthood) in a community. They are more to assume social responsibilities such as bearing children, which may lead to conception. Other poor families were negatively encouraging themselves that educating girls is wastage of resources, therefore, parents of such nature tend to have non-priority to education among girls with the fear that if girls will be educated, later on they will be married and join other families of which their families remain poor.
On the other hand, all Police Officers from the two studied areas mentioned, through questionnaires, child marriage (36%) and traditional dance (20%) as the leading beliefs and traditional practices for school girl’ pregnancy. This indicates that among school girl, some of them are influenced mostly by the two mentioned beliefs. However, other views as perceived by the Police Officers are summarized in a Table 4.14. 
Table 4.14: Police Officers’ Views on Beliefs and Traditional Practices for School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Causes
	     Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Girls initiation
	          2
	           4

	Traditional dance (e.g. Chagulaga)
	        10
	          20

	Polygamy
	          3
	            6

	Child marriage
	        18
	          36

	Grandfather kidding their granddaughter
	          4
	            8

	Dowry
	          1
	            2

	Non-priority to girls’ education
	          9
	          18

	Circumcision rites
	          1
	            2

	Female Genital Mutilation 
	          2
	            4

	Total
	         50
	         100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
Usually, child marriage is done by uneducated people. The same people may think that engaging their daughters in marriage will give them more wealth. Therefore, some parents tend to think about having girls in their families because they will simply increase family wealth. In so doing, school girl are tempted to practice sex at an early age, which may result to school pregnancy. This finding is supported Social Learning Theory as advocated by Albert Bandura in 1977. The theory posits that behaviour is the product of a person and his or her environment. Therefore, to some families, illiteracy may be a source of allowing their children to get married at a very early age without realizing the dangerous effects their children may get. 
Elders added their past experiences, through the FGDs, girls were very careful as the society did not expect them to get pregnant before marriage. During the FGDs, an elder from Kitangiri said that:

In those days, pregnancy was not allowed at all and any girls who used to get pregnant were killed. This was, especially, when impregnated while they were at their homes. They were better taken by their men to their ghettos and live with them completely. In the society, that was considered a marriage. I was also married in the same way after being taken by a man who is my husband and a father of my children.

During the interview with OCD of Nyamagana, he emphasized that, 
“Culture and especially the customary law of the Sukuma tribe indicate that a lady who sleeps outside her home is said to have been married. This, in one way or the other, promotes pregnancy among school girl as some of them are taken to ghettos and impregnated.”

Contrarily, a Nyamagana District Head of Community and Policing Department had a different view regarding the association of culture and school girl’ pregnancy as he said that:

To me, culture is not the contributing factor for school girl’ pregnancy since Mwanza City is dwelled by people from different areas, despite the fact that the majority of people here are Sukuma. Therefore, it is not true to stick on one tribe using it as a reference for school girl’ pregnancy. 

The foregoing comment indicates that in some areas, culture may be a contributing factor for school girl’ pregnancy, but that was not a case in Mwanza City basing on the fact that the city has occupants who came from different areas. Therefore, it is not possible to practice a customary law of Sukuma for the majority of people who are non-Sukuma tribe living there.
Conclusion for Objective One Analysis: Majority of the respondents agreed that sexual practice is prohibited for school girl before marriage. However, it was observed that some school girl are motivated to initiate sexual coitus due to the desire for money, peer pressure, influence from older men, puberty, and traditional belief, just to name a few. Furthermore, it was noticed that school girl who engaged in sexual coitus, do not use condoms to prevent pregnancy because they need to fulfill sexual desire and some opined that they do not know the benefits of using condoms. 
On top of that, respondents agreed to have experienced cases of school girl’ pregnancy in their community due to a myriad of social factors, including but not limited to, traditional dance, rape, girls’ initiation, non-priority to education, lack of reproductive health education, long distance to school, peer pressure, desire for money and unable to control sexual drive. Moreover, some of the beliefs and traditional practices such as girls’ initiation, traditional dance, child marriage and non-priority to education, just to name a few, lead to school girl’ pregnancy.
4.4 Level of Knowledge about Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy

The questions asked included three variables, namely; consequences of school girl’ pregnancy negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. Each of the questions asked to focus on particular variables.

Table 4.15: Variables Measured
	Name of variables
	Freq. and % of people who answered question/variable

	Consequences of school girl’ pregnancy
	190(100%)

	Negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy
	190(100%)


Source: Field Data, 2019.
For this objective, data were collected on 190 respondents on each question; the information from respondents was obtained through interview, questionnaire and focus group discussion were used as data collection methods. However, majority of respondents in this study mentioned similar or related consequences in the asked variable two and three. This made the researcher to present findings in one way, which is, putting them together and avoids repetition. Through questionnaires, interview and focus group discussions, all Police Officers, teachers and Social Welfare Officers, elders, local leaders and community members opined to know consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 
Questionnaires were computed, as stipulated in chapter three of research methodology, by SPSS programme version 16.0 to get the frequency and percentage of each of the mentioned factors presented. On the other hand, qualitative information obtained through interviews and focus group discussions were analyzed by the content analysis. Additionally, in the two secondary schools involved, majority of school girl agreed that they know the consequences of being pregnant while they are studying as 47(95.9%) school girl agreed to know the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 2(4.1%) school girl opined not to know the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. This indicates that majority of the school girl understood the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. This finding is in line with the previous finding in the first objective as majority of the school girl responded not to have practiced sexual activity. On the other hand, Police Officers from Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts, through questionnaires, mentioned several consequences of school girl’ pregnancy, including but not limited to, loosing litigation due to lack of evidence (32%) and increase of crime (24%). Table 4.16 summarizes all the discussed findings.
Table 4.16: Police Officers’ Views on the Consequence of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Views
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Loosing litigation due to lack of evidence
	       16
	         32

	Failure to arrest the accused
	         6
	         12

	Parents agree with the defendants
	         7
	         14

	Increase of street children 
	         9
	         18

	Increase of criminal acts
	       12
	         24

	Total
	       50
	       100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
In a Table 4.16, it is evident that some of the families where there are pregnant school girl, it is difficult, sometimes, to take cases related to pregnant schools to court so as to seek for a judgment as members of families do not cooperate positively with the Police Officers. This is the reason of loosing litigation as evidence lacks in those cases. On the other hand, once school girl are impregnated, there is a possibility of an increase of crime acts as some of the pregnant girls are expelled from their families, which lead them to live in hard situations. As the result, they may start engaging in sexual business by selling their bodies for survival. During the interview with Nyamagana District OCD, it was clearly said that one of the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy is that school girl become rejected by their families, hence; they can even start selling their bodies for survival. The researcher quoted him, saying, 
“When school girl are pregnant, their families reject them and stop supporting them anymore. This makes some of pregnant school girl start selling their bodies to get basic amenities.”

Views from the four Police Officers, the two Heads of Gender and Children Desk and the other two Heads of Community and Policing Department, were similar. The four officers focused on the expected children to be born and their overall life. In the interview conducted with them, District Police Officer of Ilemela who is the Head of Community and Policing Department said, 
“Among the effects of school girl’ pregnancy is the lack of parenting because most of the school girl pregnant are left by their partners who either run away from their residences or jailed.” 

Elders were argued in the same way about the lack of parenting because after the school girl become pregnant, their partners feel guilty and decide to move from where they are and hide themselves in other places. Also, all elders insisted that school girl pregnant are usually despised by the members of the society. During the FGD with elders, an elder from Igogo said that, 
“Once a schoolgirl is impregnated, her value to the society is reduced and she becomes a valueless person where most of the members of the society finger point at her and blame her a lot. Hence, she is despised for pregnancy that she carries.”

However, 50 community members responded to several consequences that they know with regards to school girl’ pregnancy. Among the mentioned consequences were; increase of crime acts (40%), increase of street children (40%) and increase of the illiterate rate (20%) as evidenced in Table 4.17.

Table 4.17: Community Members’ Views on the Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Consequences 
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Increase of criminal acts
	        20
	       40

	Increase of street children
	        20
	       40

	Increase in illiterate rate
	        10
	       20

	Total 
	        50
	     100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
To community members, once school girl are impregnated, they are more likely to live another life as some have become crime actors since the crime acts increase. The increase of criminal acts is associated with their expulsion done by their families. Hence, pregnant school girl tend to sell their bodies, steal and so forth in order to obtain a living. Therefore, if the school girl’ pregnancy is fought effectively, the aforesaid consequences can be reduced in the society.
The researcher reviewed the Education Act Cap 353, Act No.2 of 2016, S.60 (A) states that 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary schoolgirl commits an offense and shall on convictions be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty years.”
 The intent of reviewing such an act was to see the implication of the act towards school girl’ pregnancy. Therefore, if the members of the society read and adhere to the existing enacted laws such as this, school girl’ pregnancy can be reduced to a large extent as they may fear to be jailed and avoid inconveniences happen that may disturb one’s normal life. In addition to that, through questionnaires, school girl mentioned death (38.8%), STIs and AIDS (30.6) as negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy as shown in Table 4.18. It simply indicates that school girl know that pregnancy is dangerous to their health, as it is associated with negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. Other negative and health consequences are in Table 4.18.
Table 4.18: School girl’ Views on the Negative and Health Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)
	Negative Consequences
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Death
	       19
	   38.8

	Labor complications
	         8
	   16.3

	Poor child care
	         7
	   14.3

	STIs and AIDS
	       15
	   30.6

	Total
	       49
	 100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
As shown in a Table 4.18, death and spread of STIs and AIDS are more likely to occur among school girl prefer sexing while schooling. Moreover, STIs and AIDS may likely affect school girl since some of them are not aware of preventive measures as some of them opined in the finding that they do not prefer using condoms because they do not fulfill sexual desire. It is a bad notion towards health. As the result, death will be an outcome towards those ignored watching their health.

On top of that, during the interview conducted with 9 local leaders who were W.E.Os, fistula problem was mentioned among the negative consequences of the school girl’ pregnancy. A Kawekamo W.E.O said that, 
“Obstetric fistula is another problem happening for little ladies who deliver children. This may also cause a death if proper actions are not taken into considerations during the delivery period.”

On the other hand, when 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers asked about the negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy, a half of them (50%) mentioned school dropouts leave aside other negative consequences of school girl, such as an increase of family dependency, death as summarized in Table 4.19. 
Table 4.19: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Views on the Negative Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)
	Negative Consequences
	Frequency
	    Percent (%)

	School dropouts
	       8
	           50

	Death 
	       3
	           18.75

	Increase of family dependency
	       5
	           31.25

	Total
	     16
	         100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
For them, school dropouts seemed to negatively appear among school girl than other consequences. This finding is in line with Kizito (2016) who found that early marriage and pregnancy force Tanzanian teenage girls to drop out of school. However, such a consequence was observed by teachers and Social Welfare Officers because teachers, in particular, are closely associated with students in teaching and learning process. Therefore, once some of them become school dropouts, it is very easy for teachers to know. Social Welfare Officers, on the other hand, are aware of the social behaviours influencing students’ performance both positively and negatively.
Together with what teachers and Social Welfare Officers opined, 50 community members were able, through questionnaires, to add up poor child care and STIs and AIDS as the negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy as evidenced in Table 4.19. However, community members stressed child marriage (30%) and increase of family dependency (26%) as among the highly negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. Probably, the notable effects were directly affected community members whenever school girl get pregnant.
Table 4.20: Community Members’ Views on Negative and Health Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Negative Consequences
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Poor child care
	        7
	       14

	STIs and AIDS
	        9
	       18

	School dropouts
	        7
	       14

	Child marriage
	      15
	       30

	Increase of family dependency
	      13
	       26

	Total 
	      50
	     100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
However, 50 Police Officers, on the other hand, mentioned myriads of negative consequences, including but not limited to; death (28%), child marriage (24%), school dropouts (20%), just to name a few. On top of that, Table 4.21 presents the summary of negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy mentioned by Police Officers. 

Table 4.21: Police Officers’ Views on the Negative and Health Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Consequence
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Labor complications
	         5
	         10

	School dropouts
	       10
	         20

	STIs and AIDS
	         4
	           8

	Increase of family dependency
	         3
	           6

	Child marriage
	       12
	         24

	Death 
	       14
	         28

	Poor child care
	         2
	           4

	Total
	       50
	       100


Source: Field Data, 2019.
As of the Table 4.21 shows, it is evident that some of the school girl have died of HIV/AIDS. Also, some of the school girl who are pregnant are engaged with their families in marriage while they are still young. The aforementioned consequences together with others effects adversely affect school girl’ health.

Conclusion for Objective Two Analysis
Respondents opined different consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. Some of the consequences were associated with loosing litigation, increase of criminal acts, increase of street children, rejection of impregnated school girl and lack of parenting. On the other hand, respondents were aware of the negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. For instance, they mentioned death, STIs and STDs, occurrence of obstetric fistula, school dropouts, increase of family dependency and child marriage. All of the mentioned negative consequences endanger the life of school girl emotionally, physically, socially and psychologically as they may get upset when people keep talking about their pregnancy.
4.5 The Effectiveness of Police Force Community Engagement Approach in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

The questions and/or variables under this objective were seven which included; whether respondents know or not that Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Whether the Police Force has a duty of preventing school girl’ pregnancy, duty/role of the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whether there are strategies bused by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy, the approaches used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy, interaction of elders and the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy and suggestions on strategies that could be used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. Each of the questions asked to focus on particular variables.
Table 4.22: Variable Measured
	Name of variables
	Freq. and % of people who answered 

question/variable

	Whether they know or not that Police Force has a 

role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy
	127(100%)

	Whether the Police Force has a duty of preventing 

school girl’ pregnancy
	  66(100%)

	Duty/role of the Police Force in preventing school girl’ 

Pregnancy
	  66(100%)

	Whether there are strategies used by the Police Force 

to prevent school girl’ pregnancy
	151(100%)

	Approaches used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’

Pregnancy
	116(100%)

	Interaction of elders and the Police Force in preventing 

school girl’ pregnancy
	   7(100%)

	Suggestions on strategies that could be used to prevent 

school girl’ pregnancy
	 23(100%)


Source: Field Data, 2020.
For this objective, questions asked differed depending on the aim of asking such questions to respondents. However, data was collected on 190 respondents; the information from respondents was obtained through interview, questionnaire and focus group discussion were used as data collection methods. Questionnaires were computed, as stipulated in chapter three of research methodology, by SPSS programme version 16.0 to get the frequency and percentage of each of the mentioned factors presented. On the other hand, qualitative information obtained through interviews and focus group discussions were analyzed by the content analysis. 
OCD, local leaders, Head of Police Gender and Children Desk, community members, school girl, teachers and Social Welfare Officers were asked three questions, such as whether they know or not that Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whether there are strategies used by the Police Force to preventing school girl’ pregnancy, and approaches used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. 
However, other teachers and Social Welfare Officers, through FGDs, were asked two questions focused on whether the Police Force has a duty of preventing school girl’ pregnancy and strategies used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. Similarly, Police Officers were asked two questions related to the one asked to teachers and Social Welfare Officers. Elders, on the other hand, were asked four questions based on duty/role of the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, interaction of elders and the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whether there are strategies known used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy and to suggest strategies that could be used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy.
The researcher interviewed the Heads of Community and Policing Department as well as Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk from both Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. All of them admitted that it is their role to protect and prevent school girl’ pregnancy. During the interview, a Nyamagana District Head of Police Gender and Children Desk had this to emphasize:

Police Force has such a responsibility of preventing school girl’ pregnancy through the creation of awareness and educating them. In comparison with the current situation and 2017, the previous years, pregnancy’ cases were many compared to now. Our roles, among other things, we educate them through radio, TV etc. And one of the agenda is the prevention of pregnancy for school girl.

Also, the researcher reviewed the Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) which states that, 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girl commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year by arresting those who cause pregnancy to school girl.” 
Through the aforesaid section and its subsequent sub-section, it is vividly open that Police Force has the role to play in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. One of the roles it has to play is arresting men who impregnate school girl’ pregnancy and bring them to the court. Additionally, the researcher found that Police Force in the Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322 R.E in 2002 S. 5(1) starting that, 
“The force shall be employed in and throughout the United Republic for the preservation of peace, the maintenance of law and order, the prevention and defection of crime the apprehension and guarding of offenders and the protection of property and for the performance of all such duties and shall be entitled to carry arms.”

Through questionnaires, 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers were asked whether the Police Force has the role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy or not. All of them (100%) confirmed yes. It means that the Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

In a similar voice, through FGDs, all of the 4 Social Welfare Officers agreed that the Police Force has that role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Through FGDs, Ilemela District Social Welfare Officer said that, 
“Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Normally, we have been inviting them in the Ward Development Committees (WDCs) to talk with community members and one of the agenda that they disseminate is about adolescent sexual and reproductive health which is a big package of school girl’ pregnancy.”

In contrast, elders said that it is very difficult for the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. The researcher was interested to know where the Police Force fails to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. In the FGDs conducted with elders, a Kitangiri elder elaborated that:

The Police Force cannot prevent school girl from getting pregnant. The reason is that the Police Force has many things to do despite the fact that is their role to safeguard citizens and their properties. The questions that I am trying to ask are: How can Police Force prevent ladies who are surely allowed by their parents to go for night clubs? What about those who deceive their parents that they are going to school while in the actual sense they go to their sexual partners and have sex with them? 

The researcher was also interested to know the proximity between the Police Force and elders in their residing areas. During the FGDs, all elders said that they are not very close to the Police Force. And that makes, sometimes, impossible for elders to disclose confidential and important information that to the Police Force. Another Igogo elder added that, 
“There is no direct relationship between us and the Police Force. The Police Force has its own ways of dealing with criminals whom we don’t know. Probably this is the genuine reason that Police Force cannot be close to us either.”
Contrarily, all (9) W.E.Os agreed that the Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The reason that all 9 W.E.Os mentioned regarding the role of Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy was heavily relied on the relationship that W.E.Os have with Police Force especially when school girl’ pregnancy cases are reported at both places. During the interview with the W.O.Es representing other local leaders, a Kawekamo W.E.O opined that:

Police Force has a role of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Myriads of times when community members reported the school girl’ pregnancy cases, we [referring to W.E.Os] normally communicate with the police for follow-ups.

Through the interview conducted with Nyamagana District OCD, the researcher was informed that the Police Force has been playing several roles including but not limited to preventing school girl’ pregnancy in schools. During the interview, Nyamagana District OCD said that:

The Police Force plays many roles and school girl’ pregnancy is one of them. Usually, people know that the role of Police Force is to protect them and their properties, but if you ask them to tell you how do the Police Force protects you? Many would fail to defend that. Therefore, it is our responsibility and part of our role to help these youngsters live happily.

When reviewing the seculars used by the Police Force, the researcher found that the role of the Police Force in safeguarding the citizens and their properties has been stipulated in the Tanzania’s Constitution of 1977 and other regulations leading the Police Force such as Police Government Orders (PGO). Moreover, all 50(100%) Police Officers opined that they know how community engagement approach is used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy. This indicates that the Police Officers engage the community in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy professionally.
Nevertheless, 12(75%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers, through questionnaire, opined to have known strategies used by the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 4(25%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers said they don’t know such a thing. By contrast, through a questionnaire, 26(52%) community members do not know the strategies used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 24(48%) community members opined to have known the strategies used by the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Among the strategies known to prevent school girl’ pregnancy mentioned were; efficiency in law enforcement on school girl’ pregnancy cases (36%), establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk (30%), educating students on the impact of school girl’ pregnancy, and educating the society on community policing as evidenced in Table 4.23.
Table 4.23: Community Members’ Responses on Strategies Used by Police Force in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Strategies Identified
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Establishment of PGCD
	        15
	       30

	Educating students
	          8
	       16

	Efficiency in law enforcement
	        18
	       36

	Educating the community members
	          9
	       18

	Total 
	        50
	     100


Key: PGCD = Police Gender and Children Desk
As shown in Table 4.23, both establishments of Police Gender and Children Desk and efficiency in law enforcement are the best strategies used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy as confirmed by the community members. This also indicates that what the Police Force does in the society is known by the community members. Furthermore, 33(66%) Police Officers out of 50 opined that community engagement approach is effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 17(34%) Police Officers opposed the argument. This indicates that even among the Police Force, there Police Officers who view the community engagement approach positively, whereas others have their own reasons for viewing it negatively. Perhaps, it has some flaws, which is why the perception of other Police Officers was very negative.

Additionally, all 50 Police Officers were able to mention several strategies, such as the provision of education on school girl’ pregnancy (26%), establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk (22%) and doing frequent patrols (16%) and others are stipulated in Table 4.24.
Table 4.24: Strategies/Approaches Used by Tanzania Police Force in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Strategies/Approaches
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Provision of education on school girl’ pregnancy 
	      13
	      26

	Establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk
	      11
	      22

	Prohibition of harmful traditional practices
	        5
	      10

	Educating society through Community Policing
	        8
	      16

	Enforcement of laws on school pregnancy cases
	        5
	      10

	Doing frequency patrols
	        8
	      16

	Total 
	      50
	    100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.24, it is clearly evident that Police Force uses different approaches to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. However, provision of education on school girl’ pregnancy and establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk were highly mentioned. Police Officers have currently been educating school girl in the school compounds on their sexual and reproductive health so as to prevent pregnancy among school girl. The finding is supported by Uromi (2014) who reported that various strategies such as seminars, workshop, trainings and outreaches have been taken to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. 
Among the strategies mentioned by 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers, through questionnaires, were; educating society through community policing, educating girls about the impact of school girl’ pregnancy, establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk and law enforcement on school girl’ pregnancy cases as shown in Table 4.25. However, among the mentioned strategies, educating society through community policing led. It literally means that Police Officers have been educating members of the society through community policing.
Table 4.25: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Views on Strategies Used by Police Force in Prevention of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)
	Strategies Identified
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Educating society through community policing
	        8
	       50

	Educating girls
	        2
	       12.5

	Establishment of PGCD
	        3
	       18.75

	Law enforcement on school girl’ pregnancy
	        3
	       18.75

	Total 
	      16
	     100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.25, it is evident that among other strategies used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy, community is educated through community policing. Teachers and Social Welfare Officers believe that education as it imparts knowledge and skills. Therefore, they think of it as the best strategy used by the Police Force. 
Conclusion for Objective Three Analysis: This section focused on the effectiveness of Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The respondents were asked varied questions to test their understanding. Majority of the respondents were sure that the Police Force, among other roles, prevents the school girl’ pregnancy as they are given power and authority to carry out different roles by the available laws and seculars such as P.G.O, National Constitution of 1977, Police Force in the Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322, just to name a few. 
Elders lamented that they are not so close to the Police Force, where they fail to cooperate with them. Several strategies were mentioned with regard to the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy. For example, provision of education to school girl, establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk and efficiency in law enforcement, to name a few. However, it was only Police Officers who said that community engagement approach is used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy despite the fact that even Police Officers themselves differ in understanding the strategies that they have been using to preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
4.6 Effectiveness of Laws and Regulation in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

The questions and/or variables under this objective were nine, which included; effectiveness of laws and regulation in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, advice of the respondents requested to provide to the government and the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, regulations, rules and laws that enforce to implement the task of preventing school girl’ pregnancy, knowing whether respondents understand the existing laws and regulations governing the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy, the role of Police gender and children in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, a number of gender and children desk are in district, role of head of community police in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whether there any guideline from Tanzania Police Force that guides Police Gender Desk Department,  whether the law and regulation that governing the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy are effective.  Each of the variables was asked to respective respondents. 

Table 4.26: Variables Measured
	Name of variables
	Freq. and % of people who answered question/variable

	Effectiveness of laws and regulation in preventing school girl’
Pregnancy
	     190(100%)

	Whether respondents understand the existing law and regulations
governing the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy
	       10(100%)

	Advice of the respondents requested to provide to the government
and the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy
	     190(100%)

	Regulations, rules and laws that enforce to implement the task of preventing school girl’ pregnancy
	         5(100%)

	Role of PGCD in preventing school girl’ pregnancy
	         4(100%)

	Number of PGCD in district
	        4(100%)

	Head of community police in preventing school girl’ pregnancy
	        4(100%)

	Whether there is a guideline from Tanzania Police Force that guide

Police Gender Desk Department   
	        4(100%)

	Whether the law and regulation that governing the prevention 

of school girl’ pregnancy are there effective or not
	      121(100%)

	 


Source: Field Data, 2020.
For this objective, data was collected on 190 respondents. However, one general question was directed to all respondents with exceptions of other eight questions, which demanded technical answers. For that case, some experts who were part of respondents were asked those eight questions due to the technicalities required; the information from respondents was obtained through interview, questionnaire and focus group discussion were used as data collection methods. Questionnaires were computed, as stipulated in chapter three of research methodology, by SPSS programme version 16.0 to get the frequency and percentage of each of the mentioned factors presented. On the other hand, qualitative information obtained through interviews and focus group discussions were analyzed by the content analysis. 
A variety of questions asked to the respondents. For example, two questions were asked to community members, school girl, teachers and social welfare officers, police officers and elders. The first question focused on the effectiveness of laws and regulation in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The second question was based on the advice each of the respondents requested to provide to the government and the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

Additionally, three questions that measured objective three were asked to OCD and local leaders. The first question was based on the regulations, rules and laws that enforce to implement the task of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The second question was focused on knowing whether respondents understand the existing law and regulations governing the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy. The third question was based on the word of advice that each respondent can make to the Tanzania Police Force and the government in improving laws and regulation in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
Moreover, five questions were asked to Head of Police Gender and Children Desk. These questions were based on the following variables; role of Police Gender and Children Desk in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, a number of Police Gender and Children Desk in district, role of head of community police in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy, any guideline from Tanzania Police Force that guide police gender desk department,  whether the law and regulation that governing the prevention of school girl’s pregnancy are effective or not, word of advice to the Tanzania Police Force and the government in improving laws and regulations that will help in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.  
During the interview with Nyamagana District OCD, the researcher wanted to know which laws and regulations are applicable in Tanzania’s society with regard to preventing schools’ pregnancy. Nyamagana District OCD had this to say:

There are many laws which are applied in the Tanzania Police Force. Some of the laws are such as Tanzania Police Force and Auxiliary CAP 322, Penal Code CAP 16 Vol. 1, Criminal Procedure Act CAP 20, Tanzania Evidence Law, Sexual Offences Act No. 4, 1998, Child Law CAP 13, 2009, Prosecution Act and many other laws.

Furthermore, two thirds of community members said that laws and regulations are not effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Through questionnaires, 33(66%) community members said that the available laws and regulations are not effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy as opposed to 17(34%) community members who said laws and regulations are effective to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. However, the researcher doubted whether the community understood what they were saying as most of the laws mentioned by the Nyamagana District OCD that are applied in Tanzania’s society need technicalities.
Moreover, 9(56.25%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers were of the opinion that laws and regulations used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy are effective, whereas 7(43.75%) teachers and Social Welfare Officers said that laws and regulations that have been used to prevent school girl’ pregnancy are ineffective. This also suggests that the laws and regulations applicable in Tanzania’s society are known to teachers and Social Welfare Officers.
In additional to that, 35(70%) Police Officers said that laws and regulations are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 15(30%) Police Officers opposed the argument. Furthermore, for those who opposed the argument said that laws are strictly to men than women. Also, Police Officers are limited to act directly. In summary of the findings, see Table 4.27.
Table 4.27: Police Officers’ Views on the Weaknesses of the Available Laws and Regulations in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Weaknesses of Available Laws and Regulations
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Laws are strictly to men than women 
	       35
	      70

	Limitation of direct action
	       15
	      30

	Total 
	       50
	    100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.27, majority of the Police Officers assert that the existing laws and regulations are weak to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. This remark, however, indicates several ways. One of them is that, Police Officers are law enforcers. That means they implement what is interpreted by the court. On the other hand, Police Officers have nothing to change the existing laws and regulations in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

During the interview with Nyamagana District OCD added that:

In my view, laws are there, but not effective. Since there is a contradiction in the available laws, effectiveness of the laws remains questioned. A child can be married by the age of 15 with the consent of parents and/or guardians while other laws stipulate that a child should be married when she is 18 years. 

During the interview with the four Police Officers (two Heads of Community and Policing Department and two Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk), contradiction of laws persist in various laws, including the Law of Marriage Act of 1971, which allows a child to be married when she is 15 years under the consent of her parents or guardians. However, Law of Child Act of 2009 prohibits a child to be married when she is under 18 years. 
Similarly, 16 teachers and Social Welfare Officers did not hesitate to provide their words of advice to the government and the Police Force in strengthening the laws and regulations in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. They further stressed that both government and the Police Force should cooperate well with the society (31.25%), fight against corruption (31.25%), contradictory laws should be regulated accordingly as well as strengthen Police Gender and Children Desk so as to work effectively as shown in Table 4.28.
Table 4.28: Teachers and Social Welfare Officers’ Words of Advice to the Government and Police Force in Strengthening Laws and Regulations of Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=16)
	Advice
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Cooperation of Police Force with the society
	       5
	      31.25

	Regulate the contradictory laws
	       4
	      25

	Fight against corruption
	       5
	      31.25

	Strengthening Police Gender and Children Desk
	       2
	      12.5

	Total 
	     16
	    100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.28, it is evident that cooperation and the fight against corruption are the key tools that the Government and Police Force make sure they work on them accordingly. If corruption continues to appear, members of the society will develop hatred towards Police Force and among the Government Officials who are corrupt. On top of that, the same members of the society may decide to cut off their cooperation. As the result, this tendency may endanger the society because social evils will increase more.
On top of that, when the four Police Officers, through interview, asked about which words of advice they can give to the society or community so that to strengthen the effectiveness of the available laws and regulations, they said the other social institutions should cooperate with Police Force. During the interview, Nyamagana District Head of Community and Policing Department opined that:

Enforcement of law regarding prevention of child marriage cannot be done only the police despite the fact that Police Force has given mandate to implement such a law. In the society, there are other social institutions such as family and religion, just to name the few. These social institutions should cooperate with the police to exercise the law; each part should play its effective role. In so doing, school girls’ pregnancy would remain a story or non-existing in Tanzania. 

Similarly, community members said that punishment regarding school girl’ pregnancy should be added to the accused, Police Force should cooperative with community (40%), Police Gender and Children Desk should be strengthened (40%), Police Force should be trained about reproductive health education, laws should be regulated accordingly, and the government should build more dormitories as evidenced in Table 4.29.
Table 4.29: Community Members’ Words of Advice to the Police Force in Strengthening the Effectiveness of the Laws and Regulations in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy (n=50)
	Words of Advice
	Frequency
	Percent

	Cooperation of Police Force with the community
	       20
	      40

	Regulation of laws
	         8
	      16

	Strengthening of Police Gender and Children Desk
	       20
	      40

	Training of Police Force on reproductive health education
	         2
	        4

	Total 
	       50
	    100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.29, the finding indicates that Police Force needs to cooperate with the community and strengthen their PGCD. The two suggestive ways are imperative for the Police Force to work effectively. The essence is that nothing happens unless people are involved. Police Force needs to be closely tied to the society in order to get more information that is required by them. School girl, on the other hand, advised the government and the Police Force a variety of things, including; punishment should be increased (38.8%), the government should build dormitories (30.6%) and other suggestive ways or advices shown in Table 4.30.
Table 4.30: School girl’ Advice to the Government and Police Force in Strengthening of Laws and Regulations in Prevention of School girl’ Pregnancy (n=49)
	Advice
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Punishment should be increased
	        19
	         38.8

	Building of dormitories by the government
	        15
	         30.6

	Prohibit harmful practices
	        10
	         20.4

	Adjustment of marriage act
	          5
	         10.2

	Total 
	        49
	       100.0


Source: Field Data, 2020.
The foregoing remarks indicate that the government should ensure that more punishment is given to the wrong doers (those impregnate school girl). With this advice, sometimes is contradictory in perception. In the society, some people believe that what is needed to make the perfect society is a change. Change does not occur in a vacuum, there must be an incidence, which is why most of the laws enacted are due to problems emerging in the society. It is from this first person who believes that punishment cannot work because they have been there since the old times, but still people make mistakes. However, the second extreme group opines that punishment is effective towards eradicating the problem. The question remains, how effective is it since problems keep emerging in the society?
Conclusion for Objective Four Analysis: The majority of the respondents are aware of the available laws and regulations in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. However, it was the Police Force themselves who know exactly the laws and regulations of preventing school girl’ pregnancy, such as Tanzania Police Force and Auxiliary CAP 322, Penal Code CAP 16 Vol. 1, Criminal Procedure Act CAP 20, Tanzania Evidence Law, Sexual Offenses Act No. 4, 1998, Child Law CAP 13, 2009, Prosecution Act and many other laws. 
Furthermore, respondents had varied views regarding the effectiveness of the available laws and regulations in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Majority of the respondents opined that the available laws and regulations are not effective for preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whereas some of the respondents held the view that the laws and regulations available are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The differences observed in the effectiveness of laws and regulations were associated with the limitations of the available laws, strictness of laws to one gender only and contradictions of the laws. Among the advices given the respondents were; Cooperation of Police Force with the society, regulate the contradictory laws, strengthening of Police Gender and Children Desk and increase of punishment, just to name a few.
4.7 Challenges Faced by Police Force in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

To obtain data on this objective, a total of 5 questions were formulated and each of the questions was asked to respective respondents. The questions were; challenges impeding the Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whether there is a good cooperation from the community when cases were reported in Police Stations, provision of cooperation among parents and girls in giving evidence of school girl’ pregnancy when they are brought to the court, reasons regarding less cooperation between  Police Force and family members and whether the Police Force has been receiving from the government to support the strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. Under this objective in the study, some of the questions were targeted the Heads of Police, whereas other questions were to be answered by both Heads of Police and other police staff (see Table 4.31).

Table 4.31: Variables Measured 

	Name of variables
	Freq. and % of people who answered

question/variable

	Challenges from the community in reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy
	     50(100%)

	Whether there is a good cooperation from the community when cases were reported in Police Stations
	       5(100%)

	Provision of cooperation among parents and girls in giving evidence of school girl’ pregnancy when they are brought to the court.
	     50(100%)

	Reasons regarding less cooperation between Police Force and family members
	     50(100%)

	Whether the Police Force has been receiving from the government to support the strategies of preventing pregnancy in schools
	       4(100%)


Source: Field Data, 2020.
For this objective, data was collected on 55 respondents; the information from respondents was obtained through interview, questionnaire and focus group discussion were used as data collection methods. Questionnaires were computed, as stipulated in chapter three of research methodology, by SPSS programme version 16.0 to get the frequency and percentage of each of the mentioned factors presented. On the other hand, qualitative information obtained through interviews and focus group discussions were analyzed by the content analysis.
Three questions were asked to OCD and Head of Police Gender and Children Desk. The first question asked whether the Police Force has been receiving from the government to support the strategies of preventing pregnancy in schools. The second question asked whether there is a good cooperation from the community when cases were reported in Police Stations. The third question was on the challenges Police Force face in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. On the other hand, five questions were asked to 50 Police officers. Some of the questions asked were similar to those asked to OCD and Head of Police Gender and Children Desk. However, additional questions which were asked to 50 Police Officers were based on provision of cooperation among parents and girls in giving evidence of school girl’ pregnancy when they are brought to the court. The other additional question left a room for Police Officers to provide the researcher with explanation in case parents and girls do not provide adequate cooperation in giving evidence of pregnancy cases when they are brought to the court.
Police Officers agreed that there are challenges which impede them in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. For instance, one of the challenges was cooperation of both parents and girls in reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy. Through questionnaires, 38(76%) Police Officers said that both parents and girls do not provide adequate cooperation in reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy, whereas 12(24%) said they have been cooperating positively with parents and girls on school girl’ pregnancy. 
In the same vein, it was found that parents and girls do not provide adequate cooperation in obtaining evidence of pregnancy cases in the court. Through questionnaires, 43(86%) Police Officers said that both parents and girls resented to provide adequate cooperation when Police wanted to obtain the evidence regarding pregnancy cases in the court while 7(14%) Police Officers admitted that they have been supported by parents and girls to obtain evidence with regards to pregnancy cases in the court. During the interview with Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk, the concern of contradiction of laws seemed to rely on the issue of age as Nyamagana District Head of Police Gender and Children Desk narrated this:

We [referring to Police Officers from Police Gender and Children Desk] use the definition that a child is under 18 years. The challenge we face is that the law of marriage is contradictory with the Child Act [Law of the Child] that allows girls who have not reached 18 [years] and children to marry. So, we prefer to talk to the parents to stop the marriage and take the girl back to school instead of prosecuting.
However, the researcher asked Nyamagana District OCD whether there is any challenge in the contradiction of law when providing evidence in a court of law. Through the interview, Nyamagana District OCD said that:

For example, the Evidence Act Cap 6 R.E 2002 stipulates that any child evidence must be that of fourteen years, which does not require an oath. Now, if you compare this Evidence Act and other the laws, particularly the Law of Child Act, you get another contradiction in terms of years. The Law of Child Act Cap 13 of 2009 defines a child as a person below the age of eighteen. This indicates that many children’s cases may end up unaccomplished because of the lack of evidence.

Additionally, the researcher interviewed the Heads of Community and Policing Department on the contradiction of laws that they know in regards the protection and prevention of school girl’ pregnancy. During the interview, Ilemela District Head of Community and Policing Department responded that:

The contradiction comes in many angles. For example, the Law of Marriage Act of 1971 and Sexual Offense Special Provisional Acts (SOSPA) contradict and undermine our ability to protect school girl from child marriage and marital rape. The Law of the Marriage Act of 1971 allows a girl below 18 years to enter into a marriage. At the same time, SOSPA prohibits sexual relations with a girl below 18 years, but it says that a man does not commit the offense of rape if the woman is his wife, is 15 years and they are not separated.

Police Officers also stipulated that they have been experiencing a less cooperation from the society especially members of the family. Among other reasons mentioned mostly by the Police Officers are the presence of corruption (50%) and delay in hearing cases (36%) as evidenced in Table 4.32.
Table 4.32: Police Officers’ Reasons Regarding less Cooperation between Police Force and Family Members (n=50) 

	Reasons for Less Cooperation
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Contradiction of laws
	        7
	       14

	Delay in hearing cases
	      18
	       36

	Corruption 
	      25
	       50

	Total 
	      50
	     100


Source: Field Data, 2020.
From the Table 4.32, it shows that women and girls are often reluctant to report cases of school girl’ pregnancy and associated sexual violence to the police. Same people (women and girls) lack confidence that the justice will be prevailed due to the presence of corruption. Therefore, they think system will not protect them either. On top of that, there is a delay in hearing as pointed out the Police Officers. They also often do not know their rights and they are subject to threats of retaliation from the perpetrator and family, and to community pressure to solve conflicts internally. 
The researcher was interested to know why cases related to school girl’ pregnancy delay to be heard. During the interview with Nyamagana District OCD had this to say:

Sometimes, the cases that we take to court are not completed timely because perpetrators pay money to the magistrates. When magistrates are paid, all they do is keep postponing and adjourning cases during hearing sessions. When cases are delayed, the victims and witnesses give up on the case and stop coming to court.

The aforesaid finding shows that corruption is said to be among the factors leading to delay of hearing school girl’ pregnancy cases. On top of that, the researcher was eagerly interested in knowing whether the Police Force have been receiving financial assistance from the government to support the strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The interview was conducted with 2 Head of Community and Policing Department and the other 2 Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk. Despite the fact the Government of Tanzania has been supporting financially the strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy; such a support does not solve the existing problem. During the interview with the Head of Community and Policing Departments, Ilemela Head of Community and Policing Department had this to say:

Researcher, it is very true that the government supports our operational activities. However, the money and other assistance they offer us do not solve the problem in a hundred percent. This is because many times we are required to make patrol. Sometimes, we lack fuel. This acts as a stumbling block towards our roles of surveying areas.

Similarly, during the interview with Heads of Police Gender and Children Desk, it was also observed that the Police Force has been receiving the finance from the government for supporting our activities. During the interview, Nyamagana District Head of Police Gender and Children Desk said that:

Madam [referring to the researcher], I cannot tell you the actual amount that we have been receiving from the government as the support towards executing our roles. But, understand generally that we don’t get enough money to engineer our activities. There are times when we are required to go interior searching for gender violence perpetrators. Sometimes, we do offer our own money for conducting such activities. You can feel if wearing our shoes the way we get difficulty in hard times. 

The above-said comment indicates that one of the challenges Police Force has been facing in preventing school girl’ pregnancy is the lack of finance from the government. The Police Force admits that they have been received a financial support from the government. It is high time for the government to support the Police Force financially.
Conclusion for Objective Five Analysis: The respondents highlighted several challenges that they have been impeding. Some of the challenges were lack of cooperation of both parents and girls in reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy, girls also do not provide adequate cooperation in obtaining evidence of pregnancy cases in the court, contradiction of law when providing evidence in a court of law especially when due to the differed definitions of marriage stipulated in the existing laws. The study found that delay of hearing cases and corruption lead to the less cooperation between Police Force and family members. On top of that, the Police Force receives a less amount of money to help their operational activities. 

5 CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
5.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the study summary of findings and discussions basing on the five objectives, which aimed to assess effectiveness of the Tanzania Police Force strategies on preventing school girl’ pregnancy through a community engagement approach in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. The five objectives were to; identify social and cultural practices that proliferate school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts, identify the level of knowledge on consequences of school girl’ pregnancy, identify the effectiveness of Police Force community engagement approach in preventing school girl’ pregnancy, identify whether laws and regulations are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy and identify the challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
5.2 Social and Cultural Practices Proliferating School girl’ Pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts

As explained by the majority of the respondents, sexual practice among school girl is prohibited before marriage. In each school, there are stipulated laws and regulations guiding the particular school. One of the regulations is a prohibition of sexual practices. This means that school girl have to abstain from practicing sexual activity before engaging into marriages, which are acceptable to the society. The abstinence approach is perceived positively to work out for some people. However, the other side of perception is that the approach is impractical because it fails to prevent people from engaging in sexual activities (Komba, 2017). For instance, in this study, some school girl opined to have motivated to initiate sexual coitus. One may have an opinion that these students have failed to abstain which is why they are motivated to engage in sexual activity. To suffice that, comprehensive sex-based approach is prohibited by the gender activists and the government to think that once the school girl are allowed to work on it, they are likely to engage in sexual practices (Komba, 2017).
Nevertheless, a myriad of reasons, such as the desire for money, peer pressure, influence from older men, puberty and traditional belief, just to name a few, contributed to school girl’ engaging in sexual practices. This finding is in line with Bandura’s views on Social Learning Theory of 1977. Bandura postulates that the behaviour of a person is a product or an outcome of both a person and his environment. In a nutshell, the theory highlights that a person is influenced and also influences the environment. Environment can be a person, situation and so forth. As the finding shows, school girl are affected to engage sexually by their closest people who offer the girls token to fulfill their needs and wants. If looking it into details, some of these influential people inject their sexual agenda to school girl. As a consequence, school girl find themselves victims of sexual activity. 
To suffice that, some of the school girl become obsessed about people who are giving them pocket money without realizing that they are being motivated to do sexual activity. They use the opportunity of their family status being poor to get ‘sponsors’ or helpers who can afford assisting school girl’ needs and wants. In so doing, these school girl ruin their future unreasonably. When reading some of the existing laws, the act of deceiving children and practice with them sexually is regarded as an offense.

Basing on the said explanation, Sexual Offense Special Provisional Act (SOSPA) 138 (B) (1) (a) defines a sexual exploitation of children as 
“Any person who knowingly permits any child to remain in any premises, for the purposes of causing such child to be sexually abused or to participate in any form of sexual activity or in any obscence or indecent exhibition or show.” 
That is, seducing children and take her to a certain place for a purpose of participating with her sexually is an offense. Also, SOSPA 138 (B) (1) (d) states, 
“Any person who takes advantage of his influence over, or his relationship to, a child, to procure the child for sexual, intercourse or any form of sexual abuse or indecent exhibition or show.”  
Additionally, SOSPA 138 (1) (f) states 
“Any person who gives monetary consideration, goods or other benefits to a child or his parents with intent to procure the child for sexual intercourse or any other form of sexual abuse or indecent exhibition or show.” 
 Moreover, school girl who attend traditional dances are prone and more likely to engage in sexual activity as most of the dances being done during the nights and zero distance is highly entertained. Furthermore, school girl who engaged in sexual coitus do not use condoms to prevent pregnancy because they need to fulfill sexual desire and some opined that they do not know the benefits of using condoms. This is caused by the lack of sex education, especially comprehensive sex-based approach (Komba, 2017). That is, if they are informed of their sexual and reproductive health education, they become aware of health. Nevertheless, Bandura’s theory (1977) informs the current study that if these school girl have a tendency of taking whatever their role models do, they are more likely to imitate and act sexually if their role models’ action tends to be sexual as well. This is because people learn from the actions and reactions of others of which they are termed as modelling, one of the basic premises of social learning theory. 
On top of that, respondents agreed to have experienced cases of school girl’ pregnancy in their community. Similarly, this finding is in line with MoEVT (2008) and BEST (2010), which established that in every year in Tanzania 8000 girls drop out of school due to pregnancy, though many countries agreed on promoting access of education through Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), girls’ student’s pregnancy still remain as a challenge that hinder the access of education to girls. On a same note, Nigeria also reported 23% of women aged between 15 and 19 years have begun childbearing of which 17% have their first child and 5% are pregnant with first child (Nigeria Demographic Health Survey [NDHS], 2013).
The present study informed a myriad of social factors necessitated school girl’ pregnancy, such as traditional dance, rape, girls’ initiation, non-priority to education, lack of reproductive health education, long distance to school, peer pressure, desire for money and unable to control sexual drive. The finding is in line with Komba’s study (2017) which identified that a lack of sex education to school girl leads to school girl’ pregnancy. In addition to that, Mwanakula (2017) reported that due to lack of reliable means of transports leading some of students opting to seek other means of transports such as pickup and other motorcycles. As a result, some of the drivers tend to seduce school girl while taking them to schools or back to homes. Moreover, some of the beliefs and traditional practices, such as girls’ initiation, traditional dance and child marriage, just to name a few, lead to school girl’ pregnancy. Also, the finding is in line with Mkumbo (2009) who asserted that traditional practices flare up girls’ pregnancy as they imitate from the traditional models. These models influence girls in terms of thinking and actions. 
5.3 Level of Knowledge about Consequences of School girl’ Pregnancy

Respondents have shown to know the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. Some of the consequences mentioned were such as loosing litigation, increase of criminal acts, increase of street children, rejection of impregnated school girl and lack of parenting. Komba (2017) affirms that lack of parenting may be associated with adolescents’ or school girl’ pregnancy because they get pregnant while young in ages. They also get hard time to practice motherhood by showing care to their born babies.  However, it is very clear that, in many families, once school girl become pregnant, they are more likely to be expelled by their families to go and live with men who impregnate them. This tendency, however, instead of reducing the problem, it creates more problems as those impregnated school girl rejected by their men. As a result, they randomly walking in the street and some of the pregnant girls involve themselves in criminal acts such as selling their bodies to get some money to support them.
Similarly, this finding is in line with Sociological Perspectives, which govern behaviour of society and their ways. To sociologists, behaviour can be studied and attributed to several social institutions of a society. Some of which are family, religion, economy and law, just to name a few. These social institutions have to play a role of regulating behaviour of members in different levels, namely; micro level, meso level and macro level, to mention a few. For this case, school girl’ pregnancy can only be looked into family level, school level and national level. If one level misses, the whole process becomes dysfunctional. Basing on the finding of this study, therefore, increase of street children, increase of criminal acts and lack of parenting are all associated with dysfunction of social institutions in the society. That is to say, knowledge regarding the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy would be worthy if it could be shared by all social institutions. In so doing, acts of impregnating school girl would decrease as a consequence of making school girl completing their studies effectively.

On the other hand, respondents were aware of the negative and health consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. For instance, they mentioned death, STIs and STDs, occurrence of obstetric fistula, school dropouts, increase of family dependency and child marriage.   This finding, to some extent, is in line with Kizito (2016) who identified that early marriage and pregnancy force Tanzanian teenage girls lead to drop out of school. That means that school girl who are pregnant face a lot of challenges. As of now, according to education regulations in Tanzania, any pregnant school girl are not allowed to re-join in the formal schooling after delivery. It, therefore, implies that apart from being evicted from formal schooling, pregnant school girl create other problems, such as family dependency and child marriage, let alone those who face STIs and obstetric fistula. 
However, teachers and Social Welfare Officers were good observers of the negative and health consequences because teachers, in particular, are closely associated with students in teaching and learning process. Therefore, once some of them become school dropouts, it is very easy for teachers to know. Social Welfare Officers, on the other hand, are aware of the social behaviours influencing students’ performance both positively and negatively.
5.4 Effectiveness of Police Force Community Engagement Approach in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

Majority of the respondents were sure that the Police Force, among other roles, prevents the school girl’ pregnancy as they are given power and authority to carry out different roles by the available laws and seculars, such as P.G.O, National Constitution of 1977, Police Force in the Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322, just to name a few. Basing on the finding presented, it should, however, be noted that Tanzania Police Force is a law enforcer, which has the responsibility of enforcing all government laws, including but not limited to Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year by arresting those who impregnate school girl.” 
More importantly, people who know the community engagement approach is effective are more likely to have been learning the Police Force laws and regulations. It is important also to know that if the members of the society read and adhere to the existing enacted laws such as this, school girl’ pregnancy can be reduced to a large extent as they may fear to be jailed and avoid inconveniences happen that may disturb their normal life. Also, the researcher found that Police Force in the Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322 R.E in 2002 S. 5(1) starting that, 
“The force shall be employed in and throughout the United Republic for the preservation of peace, the maintenance of law and order the prevention and defection of crime the apprehension and guarding of offenders and the protection of property and for the performance of all such duties and shall be entitled to carry arms.” 
Basing on the stated clause of the Police and Auxiliary Service Act of 1998 Cap 322 R.E in 2002, it is evident that impregnating school girl is one of the crimes. Thus, the Police Officers are required to protect and prevent school girl’ pregnancy. The likelihood of preventing school girl’ pregnancy comes when Police Force cooperate with the members of the society. This is the reason that made Pincock (2018) suggests that school girl who are pregnant should not be expelled from the school, but rather the society should seek another way of preventing the occurrence of pregnancy. That way which was suggested by Pincock (2018) to be opted is likely a community engagement approach, which is used by the Police Force. 
Several strategies were said to have been used to the prevention of school girl’ pregnancy. For example, provision of education to school girl, establishment of Police Gender and Children Desk and efficiency in law enforcement, to name a few. However, in Tanzania, it is Police Officers who know exactly that community engagement approach is as used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy despite the fact that even Police Officers themselves differ in understanding the strategies that they have been using to preventing school girl’ pregnancy. This finding means that even among the Police Officers, they are officers who implement the existing laws but do not know them very much. This might also be associated with no enough education among those Police Officers.
On contrary to the present finding, A Handbook for the Uganda Force (2007) highlights that Uganda Police Force in preventions of school girl’ pregnancy has established the Child and Family Protection Unit (CFPU), which investigates all domestic violence cases, including, school girl’ pregnancy, creating awareness on the right of children, visit school and talk to children and teachers on child abuse. This can be taken by the Tanzania Police Force as a wake up tool in order to strengthen their relation to the society as the same time educating people to prevent school girl’ pregnancy. 
Similarly, Uromi (2014) advised that seminars, workshop, trainings and outreaches activities are to be organized and conducted for students, community, parents and teachers so as to see how the society can deal with them. Also, Uromi (2014) recommended to promoting legal and policy frameworks for girls’ education, engaging with local government officials on teacher qualifications, deployment and support especially for female teachers in rural areas, and working with the national education organizations on policy issues.
5.5 Effectiveness of Laws and Regulation in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

Unlike other respondents, Police Force know exactly the laws and regulations of preventing school girl’ pregnancy, such as Tanzania Police Force and Auxiliary CAP 322, Penal Code CAP 16 Vol. 1, Criminal Procedure Act CAP 20, Tanzania Evidence Law, Sexual Offenses Act No. 4, 1998, Child Law CAP 13, 2009, Prosecution Act and many other laws. 

The researcher reviewed an Education Act of 2016 S.22 of written laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) (3) 
“Any person who impregnates a primary school or secondary school girls commits an offense and shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty year.” 
Basing on the presented quote of the act, members of the society are urged to consider any girls studying either primary or secondary school that it is forbidden to establish sexual relationship with them. Whoever engages in any girl who is in school and impregnate her, he will be imprisoned for thirty years. Also, it is well stipulated in the Penal Code Cap 16 S (130), “A girl less than 18 years of age cannot consent to having sex.” That is, a girl whose age is under eighteen years is protected by the law because she is still considered to be under the custody of parents and/or guardians. Thus, to protect girls, the law forbids men and boys in particular to establish sexual relationship with girls.
However, the majority of the respondents opined that the available laws and regulations are not effective for preventing school girl’ pregnancy, whereas some of the respondents held the view that the laws and regulations available are effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. The differences observed in the effectiveness of laws and regulations were associated with the limitations of the available laws which do not address completely problems associated with school girl’ pregnancy. Above all, strictness of laws to one gender only was another ineffectiveness of the available laws. That is, respondents argued that why men or boys are only taken to the court and be jailed for the matter of school girl’ pregnancy while both gender are involved doing sexual activity? Somehow, this question makes sense because ever since strictly were enacted to protect school girl’ pregnancy they have never seen to be practical in the sense that they make girls free from pregnancy. 
However, members of the society should understand that most of the impregnated school girl are involved in attempted rape because they are being threatened to sex without their consents. SOSPA S.132 (2) (a) states that 
“A person attempts to commit rape if, with the intent to procure prohibited sexual intercourse with any girl or woman, he manifests his attention by threatening the girl or woman for sexual purposes.”
Another area is on the contradictions of the existing laws regarding the definition of a child. Some laws regard whoever is under eighteen years is a child, whereas other laws recognize a person with age above fourteen years is not a child and she can be married. This finding is in line with Nsimbo (2015) whose observation is that young girls do not know the constitution agreed age of giving birth and getting marriage. Such a concern is raised to discrepancies shown in the existing laws regarding the definition of a child.  Some people know the definition of a child based on Child Law CAP 13 of 2009, which defines a child as 
“A person below the age of eighteen years and in respect of whom a foster care placement order is sought or has been made.” 
Under such a law, a child may be married under the consent of guardians and/or parents when she is fourteen years. This is contrary to The Marriage Act of 1971 CAP 237 S (3) (2), which states that 
“A marriage solemnized between persons either of whom is under the age of sixteen years shall be void.”
In addition to that, The Criminal Procedure Act states that a child “Means a person who has not attained the age of sixteen.” The act identifies any person who is under sixteen as a child. It is against several laws, which identify anybody who is below eighteen as a child. That means some people may use such a loophole to continue impregnating school girl because laws are contradictory. When one reads Child Development Policy of 1996 and its subsequent revised edition of 2008, which emphasizes that a child as whoever person with age fewer than eighteen, she or he can get confused a lot. 
Nevertheless, one of the advices of the respondents is cooperation of the Police Force with the society. Police Force cannot work in isolation if they want to prevent, protect the order and maintain peace without engaging the society. As suggested by the respondents, the Police Force through their officers have to positively cooperate with members of the society in order to identify the wrong doers. It is from the society where the wrong doers belong to. The government was also advised to regulate the contradictory laws. However, the role of enacting and re-enacting laws is done by the parliament. The government enforces the enacted laws from the parliament which have to be interpreted by the judiciary. However, the contradictory laws basing on definition of a child should be evicted in order to remove the loophole for wrong doers to take advantage of it.
Moreover, respondents advised the government and the Police Force to strengthen Police Gender and Children Desk. This finding is in line with a call given by Ummy Mwalimu, Minister for Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, (MHCDGEC) to establish help desk in schools aimed at preventing early pregnancy aimed at providing counselling, reproductive health counselling and referrals to a clinic. However, the advice given by Health Minister has not been implemented yet. 
5.6 Challenges Faced by Police Force in Preventing School girl’ Pregnancy

The respondents highlighted several challenges that they have been impeding. Some of the challenges were lack of cooperation of both parents and girls in reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy. Police Officers put more blames to the side of parents when it comes to get cooperation. Sometimes, lack of cooperation between Police Force and parents may be associated with a relationship existing among the two parties. If the proximity between the Police Force and parents depend on the commitment of offenses, then parents are more likely to stay apart. Under normal circumstances, relationship that exists best is that of mutual benefit. It means that a good relationship should be there throughout a life among the two parts as both of them live in the society.
Also, girls also do not provide adequate cooperation in obtaining evidence of pregnancy cases in the court.  It is said that sometimes girls destroy the evidence by not cooperating with the Police Force. For instance, some girls do not appear before the court during case hearing. This might be associated with the accusers to abide with the members of the family to hide information which is relevant for case hearing. The other time, some family members hide medical reports which approve that their children are pregnant. However, this is an offence according to law. Penal Code CAP 16 S (109) states that 
“Any person who, knowing that any book, document, or thing of any kind whatsoever is or may be required in evidence in a judicial proceeding, wilfully removes or destroys it or renders it illegible or undecipherable or incapable of identification, with intent thereby to prevent it from being used in evidence, is guilty of a misdemeanour.”

There was a contradiction of law when providing evidence in a court. Due to the reviewed laws, the researcher found that there is contradiction of laws basing on the evidence required from a child. The Evidence Act Cap 6 R.E 2002 stipulates that “Any child evidence must be that of fourteen years, which does not require an oath.” The stated act is opposing The Law of Child Act Cap 13 of 2009 that defines “A child as a person below the age of eighteen.” This indicates that, sometimes, it becomes difficult for law interpreters to make decisions basing on the aforementioned laws when children’s cases are there. Therefore, it requires of them to use wisdom in order to resolve the merging cases. 
The study found that delay of hearing cases and corruption lead to the less cooperation between the Police Force and family members. The challenge presented by the respondents is, in one way, associated with technical part. For instance, if it happens that a boy has impregnated a schoolgirl, juvenile court should be conducted. It should, however, known that in Tanzania, there are few juvenile courts. On top of that, sometimes magistrates are absent which prolong or make case delayed. On the other hand, some of the officials in the court may be bribed to close the case. This also affects the victim of pregnancy and the trust from the society becomes less than usual.
On top of that, the Police Force receive less amount of money to help their operational activities. Police Officers have to be supported by the government in exercising their operational activities. If the Police Force are left with no or less support, then the wrong doers will continue impregnating school girl because they will get more chances that are not blocked by the law enforcers.
6 CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Introduction

This chapter presents both conclusion and recommendations of the study that should be acted as well as those of which further researchers would consider especially those researchers interested to focus on related topic. 
6.2 Conclusion

The community engagement approach which is used by the Police Force to address the problem of school girl’ pregnancy, when applied appropriately,  can solve the problem. This is because the approach focuses on orienting school girl to be aware of the bad social and cultural norms and values that promote young girls to enter into unsafe sexual activities which leads to early pregnancies, and sexual infections, such as HIV and STDs. Secondly, the approach addresses the society to be aware of the negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy of which members of the society might experience. Such awareness helps to reduce the involvement of members of the society into sexual practices with school girl. 
Thirdly, the approach helps to review the existing laws and regulations which are determined to be effective in preventing school girl’ pregnancy. This enables to foresee how sexual perpetrators look for the legal loopholes. However, the Police Force which is entitled by constitution as law enforcers may focus to use the existing laws prevents school girl’ pregnancy. Fourthly, there is a wake-up call from the Police Force to mitigate the challenges associated with school girl’ pregnancy. Therefore, such a call can only work out if a combination of the Police Force, the government and members of the society unite and work together.
6.3 Recommendations

The following recommendations are suggested based on the findings of the study;
6.3.1 Recommendations for the Government
i. The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania should increase its financial support to ensure that the Police Force mitigate its financial constraints and become capable of working effectively when conducting patrol, visitations and dissemination of education to the members of the society on school girl’ pregnancy.

ii. The government through the Ministry of Constitutional and Legal Affairs should review and/or amend the existing controversial laws to prevent the law breakers and sexual perpetrators in particular who convince school girl on the basis of illegal loopholes. 
iii. The Ministry of Home Affair through their Police Officers should continue strengthening the good relationship with members of the society so as to have a good enabling environment and work effectively. This is very important because members of the society have lots of information which can be used to expose sexual perpetrators.
6.3.2 Recommendations for the Local Government
i. Local government leaders, such as Ward Executive Officers and Street Chairpersons, in their areas of jurisdictions, should continue educating their people on heeding both land laws and by-laws regarding safety. In so doing, sex perpetrators may disappear in the society if not reduced to a great extent.
ii. Strict by-laws should be set in the levels of grassroots to ensure that local government leaders exercise their power and functions in accordance with those by-laws. Such enacted by-laws should force and put strict clauses on people who hide the sexual perpetrators. 
iii. Local government leaders should also engage the members of the society through formulated meetings discuss, among other things, school girl and prevention of pregnancy in order to make the general public aware of the school girl’ pregnancy cases. 
6.3.3 Recommendations for Parents
i. Parents should educate their daughters to understand the bodily changes and psychosocial changes in order to get informed on how to keep safe by avoiding sex and any sexual temptations before marriage.
ii. Parents are expected to show good parenting by setting themselves exemplary characters to their daughters so that same daughters should keep learning and avoiding negative behavior depicted by some members of the society.

iii. Parents should cooperate positively with the Police Force where needed. It is high time for the parents to disclose any information, which they think are useful and that might help the Police Force to get sexual perpetrators arrested.
6.3.4 
Recommendations for Girls and Gender Advocates
i. School girl, on the other hand, should be open to themselves about what they experience in terms of changes they experience be they social, physical, emotional and cognitive. This will enable those girls who are silent to be assisted and reported with appropriate measures get taken as well. 
ii. School girl should also be open to their parents regarding people who convince them to practice sex while schooling. Through this exposure, it will be easy for parents to take immediate actions as quick as possible in order to rescue school girl from falling into the traps.
iii. School girl should be open to teachers whom they think can help when harassed sexually by anybody. This also helps school girl to be protected and helped when before getting further risks.

iv. Gender advocates should always educate school girl about gender perspectives and their importance in society. This will impart knowledge to the school girl, which help them to avoid ways being trapped sexually.

v. Gender advocates should focus on providing school girl with sexual and reproductive health education with vivid examples and available statistics which orient them to stay safe and avoid factors affecting their reproductive health negatively.

vi. Gender advocates should also disclose the available laws and regulations on how they are used to protect school girl when implemented properly. This might help sex perpetrators to refrain from doing social evils such as sexual activity to school girl.
6.3.5
Recommendations for the police

i. Police Officers especially those working at Police Gender and Children Desks should pursue social science programmes, such as gender, psychology, sociology, law and community development. The aforesaid programmes will orient and equip the Police Officers, who already have a little law package as law enforcers, to learn scientific and traditional techniques of studying behavior of the members of the society.

ii. There is need for Police Officers equip themselves several times with short courses and seminars related to Police Gender and Children Desk. This will make them updated with knowledge, get new techniques on handling gender matters and increase communication skills.

iii. In the mean time, the Police Force should work cooperatively with experts of behaviours such as psychologists, social workers and community development officers, just to name a few social scientists, through seminars, workshop and inviting short trainings to ensure that they increase knowledge and exchange expertise on social behavior of people. 
6.3.4 Recommendations for the Social Welfare Officers
i. Social Welfare Officers should keep educating members of the society on various ways, such as abstaining and respecting school girl that are appropriate basing on the Tanzania’s context to prevent school girl’ pregnancy.

ii. Social Welfare Officers should also continue educating the public through media on how to protect school girl in order to make them excel their ambitions.
iii. Social Welfare Officers should cooperate with the Police Force and parents to make sure that they fight the common enemy in the battle of preventing school girl’ pregnancy.
6.3.7
Recommendations for Further Studies
i.  There is need to conduct a similar study, which involves other members, such as retired Police Officers to give out their views regarding prevention of secondary school girl’ pregnancy with respect to previous interventions made and approaches used as well.

ii. Another quantitative study with large sample size can be done anywhere to get more generalized results in the future.
REFFERENCES

Assenga, A. (2013). Prospects and challenges of managing gender based violence Issues in higher education institutions in African Universities: A case of University of Dar es Salaam. 

Blumetal, R. W., Astone, N. M., Decker, M. R., & Mouli, V. C. (2014). A conceptual framework for early adolescence: A platform for research. International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health, 2(1), 11–24.

Brown, L. P. (2017). Community policing: A practical guide for police officials. National Institute of Justice, 3(1), 1–12.
CSJ New (March 13, 2017). Teenage pregnancy fuel school dropouts” in Malawi. 

Colin, M. (2017). Tanzania Government launches National campaign to reduce teenage pregnancy.  Johns Hopkins University.

Creswell, J.W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). Boston: Pearson Education.
Education Act of 2016 (Miscellaneous Amendment).

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate research in education (8th ed.). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

Human Right Watch [HRW], (2014). No way out: Child marriage and human rights abuses in Tanzania. New York: HRW.

Kizito, M. (2016). Early marriage and pregnancy force Tanzania teenage girls to drop out school. Thomson Reuters.

Komba, D. (2017). The provision of sex education to primary schools’ female adolescents in Kinondoni Municipality. Unpublished M.A (Applied Social Psychology) dissertation. Dar es Salaam: University of Dar es Salaam.

Kothari, C. R. (2004). Research methodology (2nd ed.). New Delhi: New Age International (P) Ltd, India. 

Loaiza, E. & Liang, M. (2013). Adolescent pregnancy: A review of the evidence. New York: UNFPA.

Malekano, F. I. (2018). Employees’ adherence to professional ethics in Police Force in Tanzania: A case of Dar es Salaam special police zone.
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and Ministry of Home Affairs, MHSW & MHA, (2013). National guidelines for integration of One Stop Center for GBV and VAC prevention and response service in health facilities. Dar es Salaam: MHSW. 

Mkumbo, K. A. K. (2009). Content analysis of the status and place of sexuality education in the national school policy and curriculum in Tanzania. Educational Research and Review, 4(2), 611–625.

Mwamakula, F. (2017). The means of transport and its effects on students’ access to and participation in public secondary schooling in Tanzania. Unpublished M.A (Education) dissertation. Dar es Salaam: University of Dar es Salaam.

National Bureau of Statistics [NBS] (2013). http://www.cia.gov/www.cia.gov. Accessed on 1st April, 2019.
Nsimbo, J. (2015). Factors contributing to teenage pregnancy in Tunduru district. Dar es Salaam: The Open University of Tanzania.

Nyambura, M. (2000). Regional ministerial consultation on closing the gender gap in education: Curbing drop out. Uganda: Kenyata University.

Oyedele, O.A., Wright, S. C. D., & Maja, T. M. M. (2014). Community participation in teenage pregnancy prevention using the community as partner model. International Journal of Nursing and Midwifery, 6(6), 80–89.

Pincock, P. (2018). Punishment won’t stop teenage pregnancy in Tanzania because bad behavior is not the cause, University of Oxford.
Population Council, UNFPA, and Government of the Republic of Zambia. (2017). Adolescent   Pregnancy in Zambia. Lusaka, Zambia.

Scander, F. (2010). Comparative studies of academic performance related to gender in education between private and public secondary school: A case of Kyela District Council. Morogoro: Mzumbe University. 

Step-Up. (2016). Helping adolescent mothers remain in school through strengthened implementation of school re – entry policies. Population Council- Kenya.

Tanzania Demographic Health Survey [TDHS], (2015/16). Demographic and health survey and malaria indicator survey. Dar es Salaam: TDHS.

Tanzania Police Force [TPF], (2016). Crime and traffic incidents statistics report. Dar es Salaam: TPF.

United Nations Women (2010). Special police units/designated officers. New York: UN

Uromi, M. S. (2014). Schoolgirl pregnancies as a most critical and rapidly growing challenge in Tanzania. International Journal of Innovation and Scientific Research, 10(1), 191–194. 

United States AID [USAIAD], (2016). Tanzania Police Force response to gender based violence and violence against children: Planning for future. Dodoma- Tanzania.

APPENDICES
	APPENDIX 1:  QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Dear  respondents; I am Fortunata Scander,  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of Master of Art in Gender Studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise.



Personal particulars 

Code no……………….

Sex ……………… ………

Age…………………………..

Place …………………………….
a. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. 

a) Does student allowed to do sex? 

Yes (   ) or No (   )  (please put tick in appropriate answer)

b) Do you experience school girl’ pregnancy at your community?  

Yes (   ) or No (   ) (please put tick in appropriate answer)

c) Basing on answer above what causes school girl to get pregnancy? 

i. ………………………………………………………………………………..
ii. …………………………………………………………………………………
iii. …………………………………………………………………………………
d) …………………………………………………………………………………
What belief and tradition practices in this community those contribute girls to get pregnancy?

i.         ……………………………………………………………………...…………

ii.        ……………………………………………………………………….………..

iii.       ………………………………………………………………………...........…

  iv.        …..………………………………………………………………….……….

v.        ……….…………………………..........................................................………

b. Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) Do you know the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy? 

Yes (   ) or No (   ) (please put tick in appropriate answer)

b) As community what are negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy?

i) …………………………………………………………………………..……

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)………………………………………………………………………………….…

iv)…………………………………………………………………………………..…

c. To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girl?

           Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b. As community member do you know any strategies used by Police Force on preventing school girl’ pregnancy? 

  Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
c. What strategy or approaches are used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’ pregnancy?

i) …………………………………………………………………………………

ii)……………………………………………………………………………………….

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)……………………………………………………………………………………….

d. Are the Laws and regulations regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy effective?

a) As community member do you think laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy are effective?       
Yes (            )             No (            )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

b) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force and the government in strengthening the strategies, laws, regulation  in preventing school girl’ pregnancy

i)   ………………………………………………………………………….……

ii) ……………………………………………………………………………….

iii) ……………………………………………………………………………….

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDEX II: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SCHOOL GIRL
Dear  respondents; I am Fortunata Scander,  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of Master of Art in Gender Studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela Districts. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance.
Personal particulars 

Code no……………….

Sex ……………… ………

Age…………………………..

Place …………………………….
1 Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girls pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. 

a) Does student allowed to do sex? Yes (   ) or No (   )  (please put tick in appropriate answer)

b) Why students do sex?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

c) Why does a girl fail to use condoms during doing sex?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
d) As a student what are other causes of school girl’ pregnancy? i)……………………………………………………………………………………… ii)……………………………………………………………………………………… iii)…………………………………………………………………………………… iv)……………………………………………………………………………………… v)……………………………………………………………………………………… 
2 Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a. As a girl, do you know the effects of being pregnancy while you are at school?  

Yes (    ) or   No (     ) (Put tick in appropriate answer) 

b. How a school girl can be affected when she becomes pregnant

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)………………………………………………………………………………………

c.
What are the health consequences of young girls when getting pregnancy? 

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)
..……………………………………………………………………………….

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)………………………………………………………………………………………

3 To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’s pregnancy. 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girls?

                      Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b. As a students do  you understand any strategies used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy                    

  Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
c. What are strategies or approaches used by the Police Force to prevent school girl’s pregnancy?

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)………………………………………………………………………………………

4 Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy effective?

a) As school girls do you think laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy are effective? 
Yes (         )             No (       )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

c) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force  and the Government in strengthening the strategies, laws, regulation  in preventing school girls pregnancy

i) …………………………………………………………………………………

ii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

v) …………………………………………………………………………………
APPENDEX III: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS AND SOCIAL WELFARE

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby requesting your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela districts. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance.
Personal particulars 

Code no………………………….                                
Sex ………………………………

Age……………………………....                                
Place …………………………….

1 Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girls pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) Does student allowed to do sex?

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b) Do traditions and cultures can encourage pupils/students to start having sex earlier and cause a girl to get pregnant while in school?

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

c) Mention  cultural factors that cause pregnancy for  school girls

i) …………………………………………………………………………………

ii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

v) …………………………………………………………………………………

e) What are social causes to school girl pregnancy?

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)………………………………………………………………………………………

2 Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’s pregnancy. 

a. Do you know the consequences of school girl’s pregnancy?

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b. What are negative consequences of school girl’s pregnancy i)……………………………………………………………………………………… ii)……………………………………………………………………………………… iii)……………………………………………………………………………………. iv)……………………………………………………………………………………… v)……………………………………………………………………………………… 
b. 
What are the health consequences of young girls when getting pregnancy? 

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)………………………………………………………………………………………

3 To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’s pregnancy. 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girl?

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b. Do you understand any strategies used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?                    

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
c. Mention some of the strategies that the Police Force uses to prevent pregnancy for school girl?

i)……………………………………………………………………………………...

ii)……………………………………………………………………………………..

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………….…

4 Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy effective?

b) As social welfare/teachers do you think laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy are effective? 
c) Yes (    )             No (      )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

d) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force  and the Government in strengthening the strategies, laws, regulation  in preventing school girls pregnancy

i) ………………………………………………………………………………

ii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

v) …………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDEX IV: FOCUSS GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TOOL FOR TEACHERS AND SOCIAL WELFARE OFFICERS

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of Master of Art in Gender Studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby requesting your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance.

Personal particulars 

Code no………………………….                                
Place …………………………….

1.    Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana Districts. 

a. Does student allowed to do sex?

b. Does a student get education on how to deal with sexual feelings? How? 

c. Does student allowed to use condom?

d. Do traditions and cultures can encourage pupils/students to start having sex earlier and cause                           a girl to get pregnant while in school? How? 

e. What are social causes to school girl’ pregnancy?

2. Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a. How much can a girl be affected when she becomes pregnant?

b. How about the National side is there any impact that can occur when a girl becomes pregnant?

c. What are the health consequences of young girls when getting pregnancy? 

3. To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girl? How? 

b. Mention some of the strategies that the Police Force uses to prevent pregnancy for school girl?

4. Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy effective?

a) As social welfare/teachers do you think laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy are effective? 

b) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force  and the government in strengthening the strategies, laws, regulation  in preventing school girls pregnancy

APPENDEX V: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR POLICE OFFICERS
Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please, I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl’ pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance.
Personal particulars 

Code no……………….                                                              
Sex ……………… ……..

Age…………………………..                          
Place …………………………………..…

Occupation ………………………………..

i. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) Does student allowed to do sex?

Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b) As a police officer does traditions and cultures can encourage pupils/students to start having sex earlier and cause a girl to get pregnant while in school?


Yes (      )    or   No (           )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

c) Mention  cultural factors that cause pregnancy for  school girls

i) …………………………………………………………………………………

ii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

v) …………………………………………………………………………………

d) What are social causes to school girl pregnancy?

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

iv)………………………………………………………………………………………

v)……………………………………………………………………….………………

3 Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) Do you know the consequences of school girl’ pregnancy?

            Yes    (      )       No    (      ). (Put tick in appropriate answer)

b)   
As police officer what is negative consequences of school girl’ pregnancy especially in your daily work activities

i)………………………………………………………………………………………

ii)………………………………………………………………………………………

iii)……………………………………………………………………………………

c)    
Mention other consequences of school girls’ pregnancy 


i) ………………………………………………………………………………


ii)………………………………………………………………………………


iii)…………………………………………………………………………...…


iv) ………………………………………………………………………..……


v)………………………………………………………………………………

4 To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) Do you aware with strategies used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy?                    

 Yes (      )    or   No (       )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)
b) List the strategies or approaches used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy

i. …………………………………………………………………………………

ii. …………………………………………………………………………………

iii. …………………………………………………………………………………

iv. …………………………………………………………………………………

5 Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy effective?

a) As police officer do you think laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy are effective? 

Yes (        )       No (       )      (Put tick in appropriate answer) 

b) If the answer is NO, please explain why are not effective

……………… ………………………………………………………………………

……………… ………………………………………………………………………

……………… ………………………………………………………………………

c) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force  and the government in strengthening the strategies, laws, regulation  in preventing school girl’ pregnancy

i ……..…………………………………………………………………………………

ii …………………………………………………………………………………..…

iii……………………………………………………………………………………….

iv ………………………………………………………………………………………

v………………………………………….…………………………………………….

6 Challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

a) Are there any challenges faced by police in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?

Yes (       )            No (      )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

b) Do the parents and girls provide adequate cooperation especially by reporting the cases of school girl’ pregnancy at Police Stations? 

Yes (      )             No (       )      (Put tick in appropriate answer)

c) Do the parents and girls provide adequate cooperation especially in giving evidence of pregnancy cases if they are brought to court?

            Yes (    )     No (      )      (Put tick in appropriate answer) 

d) If the answer is NO, please explain why 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
e) Mention other challenges faced in preventing school girl’ pregnancy

i) …………………………………………………………………………………

ii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iii) …………………………………………………………………………………

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………

v) …………………………………………………………………………………

vi) ………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDEX VI: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR OFFICER COMMANDING DISTRICT (OCD)

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby requesting your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance.

Personal particulars 

Code no………………….          
Sex ………………..……..    
Age……………………....

1. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) For how long you have worked in this district?

b) Is there a problem of school girl’ pregnancy in this district?

c) How many cases of school girl’ pregnancy have been reported at the police stations in year 2017 and 2018?

d) For your long-term experience, what is the main social cause of school girl’ pregnancy in this district?

e) Do the customs and cultures in this area can be among of the source of school girl’ pregnancy? How?

2. Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) When a girl is pregnant in school there is impact that the Police might get? How 

b) Mention other consequence of school girl’ pregnancy

3. To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’s pregnancy. 

a) The Police Force is the army given the authority to protect civilian security and their property; do the police have the responsibility for preventing pregnancy in schools?

b) Basing on your answer of question (b), how the Police Force  prevent the school girl’ pregnancy 

c) How do you do in making the community been cooperative with police in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

4 
Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy effective?

a) What are the regulations, rules and law that enforce the police to implement the task of preventing school girl’ pregnancy?

b) Does the law and regulation that governing the prevention of school girl’s pregnancy are there effective or does it meet the requirement to Police Force? How 

c) What is the word of advice you can provide  to the Tanzania Police Force  and the Government in improving laws, regulation  that will help in preventing school girl’ pregnancy  

5
Challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

a. Is there any budget you are receiving from government to support the strategies of preventing pregnancy in schools?

b. Is there a good cooperation from the community in particular cases when reported in police stations?

c. What are other challenges Police Force face in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?

APPENDEX VII: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR HEAD OF POLICE GENDER AND CHILDREN DESK AND HEAD OF COMMUNITY POLICING

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please, I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance

Personal particulars 

Code no……………….    
Sex ……………… ……..        
 Age…………………………..

1. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) For how long you have worked in this position?

b) Is there a problem of school girl’ pregnancy in this district?

c) For your long-term experience, what is the main social cause of school girl’ pregnancy in this district?

d) Do the customs and cultures in this area can be among of the source of school girl’ pregnancy? How?

2. Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) When a girl is pregnant in school there is impact that the police might get? How? 

b) Mention other consequence of school girl’ pregnancy?

3. To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) The Police Force is the army given the authority to protect civilian security and their property; do the police have the responsibility for preventing pregnancy in schools?

b) Basing on your answer of question (b), how the Police Force  prevent the school girl’ pregnancy 

c) How do you do in making the community been cooperative with police in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

4. Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy effective?

a) How does Police gender and children desk do their work especially in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?

b) How many gender and children desk are in your district?

c) As a head of community police how do you do in preventing the school girl’ pregnancy? Do you have any guideline 

d) Is there any guideline from Tanzania Police Force that guide police gender desk department to do their work? 

e) Does the law and regulation that governing the prevention of school girl’s pregnancy are there effective or does it meet the requirement to Police Force? How? 

f) What is the word of advice you can provide to the Tanzania Police Force and the government in improving laws and regulations that will help in preventing school girl’ pregnancy?  

5. Challenges faced by Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy.


a) Is there any budget you are receiving from government to support the strategies of preventing pregnancy in schools?


b) Is there a good cooperation from the community in particular cases when reported in police stations?


c)  What are other challenges Police Force face in preventing school girl’ pregnancy.

APPENDEX VIII
QUESTIONS TOOL FOR ELDERS DURING FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION 

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance

Personal particulars 

Code no……………….                                                 
Place …………………………….

1. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) Why girls student do sex?

b) The current status of female girls to get pregnant while in school is going to be the same as in the past? 

c)  Basing on the answer of question (b) do you think why is different

d) What are the main social causes of school girl’ pregnancy?

e) What did you do in the past to prevent pregnancy?

f) Can culture and traditions be the source of a pregnant to school girl? How 

2. Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’ pregnancy. 

a) Is there any risk if the school girl getting pregnancy?

b) Basing on the answer of question (a) mention the negative impact of school girl 

c) What are the health consequences of young girls when getting pregnancy? 

3. To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’s pregnancy. 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girls?

b. How you interact with the Police Force in preventing pregnancy to school girls 

c. Do you understand any strategies used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy?                    

d. Mention some of the strategies that the Police Force uses to prevent pregnancy for school girls?

4. Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl’ pregnancy effective?
a) The regulation, rules empowerment facilities and law that enforce the police to    implement the task of preventing school girl’s pregnancy are there effective?

b) What is the word of advice you can provide to the Tanzania Police Force and the        Government in improving laws, regulation that will help in preventing school girl’s pregnancy  

APPENDEX IX: INTERVIEW QUESTION FOR LOCAL LEADERS

Dear respondent; I am Fortunata Scander  a student at The  Open  University Tanzania  undertaking a course of masters of Art in Gender studies. As part of my course, students are required to undertake research work. Please I hereby request your sincere cooperation in answering these questions as part of my primary data for the study. The main objective of this study is to assess the role of Police Force on preventing school girl pregnancy through community engagement approach in Nyamagana and Ilemela district. You are kindly requested to respond freely to the questions to the best of your knowledge as it will bring vital achievement to the report. All information will strictly be confidential and be used for academic purpose only and not otherwise. Thank you in advance

Personal particulars 

Codeno………………… 
Place ………………      
Occupation…………………………..

1. Identify social and cultural practices that proliferates school girl’ pregnancy in Ilemela and Nyamagana districts. 

a) How long did you live or work in this area?

b) Are there cases of school girl’ pregnancy reported in your area? How many  

c) By experience from your area, why school girl get pregnancy?

d) Can culture and traditions be the source of a pregnancy to school girl? How 

2.    Investigate on the level of awareness of consequences of school girl’s pregnancy. 

a) Is there any risk if the school girl getting pregnancy?

b) Basing on the answer of question (a) mention the negative impact of school girl. 

c) What are the health consequences of young girls when getting pregnancy? 

3.    To assess the level of awareness on Tanzania Police Force strategies of preventing school girl’s pregnancy. 

a. Does the Police Force have a duty to prevent pregnancy to school girls?

b. Do you understand any strategies used by Tanzania Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy?                    

c. Mention some of the strategies that the Police Force uses to prevent pregnancy for school girls?

4.     Are the Laws and regulation regarding prevention of school girl pregnancy effective?
a) The regulation, rules empowerment facilities and law that enforce the police to     implement the task of preventing school girl’s pregnancy are there effective?

b) 
As a local leader do you get enough support from Police Force in preventing school girl’s pregnancy? How 

c) 
What is the word of advice you can provide to the Tanzania Police Force and the Government in improving laws, regulation that will help in preventing school girl’ pregnancy  

























