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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District. It examined the trend of students’ dropout in public secondary schools for 5 years (2015-2019), explored the contribution of families upon students’ dropout in public secondary schools, and determined measures to alleviate the problem of students’ dropout. The study employed mixed research approach and descriptive research design whereby, the data were collected through questionnaires, interviews and documentary review. The sample comprised of 88respondents. The findings showed a significant trend of students’ dropout in public secondary schools for 5 years (2015-2019), it was a big problem and it affected students in all classes. Moreover, it was revealed that families contribute upon students’ dropout through failing to meet the necessary school costs for their children. The findings posited measures to alleviate the problem of students’ dropout based on the constructions of hostels for students, introduction of school feeding programmes, and provision of government financial support that may all maintain students in schools. The government should invest much on hostels’ construction to ensure that all the public secondary schools are equipped with hostels for both girls and boys.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM
1.1
Introduction
Students’ dropout is one of the major educational problems confronting educational systems within the World. No state is immune to the students’ dropout crisis. The problem however, has its root from families and school environment. This study aims toretain students in schools and avoiding their dropout from schools. This chapter presents the background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, specific research of the problem, research objectives, research questions, scope of the study, significance of the study, limitation of the study and operational definition of key terms.
1.2
Background to the Problem
Education is a fundamental human right as well as a catalyst for economic growth and human development (Okidi, 2004). A Nation has a responsibility of providing to her citizens quality education and ensures all enrolled children complete the required levels. Thus, retaining students in schools is crucial while avoiding their dropouts from schools is critically important. Education provision, access to education and the problem of students’ dropout from schools can be associated with many factors, such as socio-cultural issues of the society, value to education of the society, economic status and the like. 
According to Buchert (1994), education was provided in racially separated education systems, in different categories of schools run by different agencies and according to different curricula. The quality education was given to few and those from economically well families that could manage to access it. Similarly, Ishumi and Maliyamkono (1980) explained the fact that students from poor families were generally unable to continue with formal education up to the university level. They failed to be promoted from one grade to the next in primary schools or they failed the entrance exams to secondary schools particularly in rural community secondary schools. A similar scenario is currently being observed in Igunga District whereby those who enrol in secondary schools dropping out before they graduate because of many factors and some unknown factors. 
In almost all developing countries, school dropout or low completion rates have been a subject of interest to academicians, researchers, and policy makers for a long time. According to the Poverty Status Report (PSR, 2012) the phenomenon of high school dropout rate continues to pose a big challenge to the successful implementation of national policies. For instance, the problem of dropout in different levels of education and the contribution of education towards national development in many areas like economy, agriculture, politics and social aspect.
Policies and measures to improve school progression and reduce the numbers of students dropping out of school in community secondary schools of Tanzania are critical if national educational goals (to provide quality education) are to be achieved. Research by UNESCO (2011) observed that students start secondary school in greater numbers than ever before, but dropout rates are significant and lead to low levels of secondary school completion in many countries. With these substantial rates of students’ dropout from secondary school education, it means many students leave schooling without acquiring the most basic skills. Their brief schooling experience frequently consists of limited learning opportunities in overcrowded classrooms with insufficient learning materials and under-qualified teachers (Alexander, 2008).  
Besides, students of different abilities have been mixed together in single classrooms without proper adaptation of teaching methods to improve students’ learning and to induce school engagement (Little 2008). Such schooling circumstances, together with personal and family level factors such as poverty, jeopardize meaningful access to education for many students. As a result, many children are registered in schools but fail to attend, participate to learn, and fail to progress to the end. 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization UNESCO (2011) comments that failure of students to complete an ordinary secondary school not only limits future career opportunities for the children but also, represents a significant drain of the limited resources that countries have for the provision of secondary education of children. Despite its importance, strategies designed to improve school students’ retention and progression has received relatively little if no attention. 
Typically, an educational plan assumes that secondary school progression will improve automatically as a result of interventions designed to improve initial access and educational quality. Nevertheless, improving students’ progression in secondary school as argued by Annanga (2010) may not necessarily be about improving the quality of education alone, but through considering and addressing some other factors including their retention and dropout.
1.2.1
Students’ Dropout in Tanzania
The prevalence of dropout varies between and within countries and occurs more frequently in certain age ranges and grades (depending on the educational structure and patterns of participation in that country/region). Likewise, in Tanzania dropout varies between one region and another, and from one District and another. Dropout is highly affecting secondary schools in Tanzania. Majority of the students do not complete their education. This goes contrary to what is expected to be achieved by public secondary schools in Igunga district as the majority students enrolled are not retained in schools.
Tanzania like other Sub-Saharan countries is highly affected by students’ dropout in both primary and secondary schools. Students at different levels of schooling continue to dropout leading to the failure of nation to meet its expected education goals. Community secondary schools in particular have noted to experience a high students’ dropout rate leading to substantial number of secondary school children failing to complete form four. Bunto (2002)’ study indicated that there are fewer children in schools than before. The problem is much worse in some regions. In Dar es Salaam, 26 out of every 100 school age children are not in schools (Sumra & Katabaro, 2014). 
The problem is further compounded by higher dropout rates in community secondary schools in Tanzania. The schools have been facing massive failure in Form Four National Examinations accompanied by rampant truancy which later results to dropout (Sumra & Katabaro, 2014). However, an expanding country economy like in Tanzania requires highly skilled labour force. Nevertheless, an education system with massive students’ dropout can hardly attain this end. Thus, this dissertation explores the reasons behind the problem of students’ dropout in Tanzania and learning this in Igunga District as a representative of other Tanzanian districts. 
1.3
Statement of the Problem
Students’ retention in schools is very important. However, in almost all developing countries, school dropout or low completion rates have been a subject of interest to academics, researchers, and policy makers for a long time (Rumberger, 2001). 
According to Poverty Status Report (PSR, 2012), the phenomenon of high school dropout rate continues to pose a big challenge to the successful implementation of national policies. However, countries believe on the contribution of education towards national development in many areas like economy, agriculture, politics and social aspect. Thus, attendance and acquisition of education is crucial. Accordingly, the government of Tanzania has been employing several efforts (e.g., construction of hostels and provision of food to pupils and provision of free education from primary level to O-level secondary schools) to make sure that the enrolled students are retained and complete their studies. 
However, there is a big number of students who dropout from their schools particularly in rural areas. The retention rate is lower than the dropout rate yearly. Mandina (2013) writes that students who dropout from schools are coming from low-income families whose parents had little or no education and who are unemployed or had no jobs that gave them little or irregular income. Furthermore, Mandina (2013) identifies other factors for students’ dropout like poor health due to malnutrition, distance from home to school, lack of interest and the teacher factors. It has not yet been established whether these factors cut across all regions and districts in Tanzania, or there are specific regions and districts for these factors. Therefore, this study set to investigate the contribution of parents or guardians’ economic status on students’ dropout from public secondary schools at Igunga District. 
1.4
General Objective
The purpose of this study was to explore the contribution of family economic status on student’s dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District.
1.4.1
Specific Objectives
(i) To determine the trends of students’ dropout from public secondary schools from 2015 to 2019.
(ii) To examine how economic status of parents/guardians contribute to the dropout of students in public secondary schools.
(iii) To determine measures to alleviate students’ dropout in public secondary schools.
1.5
Research Questions
The following here are research Questions

(i) What is the trend of students’ dropout from public secondary schools at Igunga District from 2015 to 2019?
(ii) How does the parents/guardians’ economic status contributes to the students’ dropout?
(iii) What are the measures to be taken to alleviate the problem of dropout in public secondary schools?
1.6
Scope of the Study
The study was confined on investigating on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools in Igunga District. It was specifically focused on determining trends of students’ dropout. Also, it examined how economic status of parents or guardians contributes to students’ dropout. And, it determined measures to alleviate students’ dropout from secondary schools. 
1.7
Significance of the Study
The findings of this study are important in three ways, practically, policy-wise and theoretically.
1.7.1
Practical Contribution
Firstly, it may help to enlighten (i.e., through seminars and education workshops) educational stakeholders on the contribution of parents upon students’ dropout making them be able to take part in eradicating the problem and thus enhance the development of secondary education.

Secondly, educational stakeholders including government, district quality assurers, senior government officials, district leaders like DED, DEOs primary and secondary, Ward Executive/Education Officers, heads of schools, parents, teachers, community members and non-governmental organizations with specific responsibilities towards the management of secondary education would benefit managerial strategies from the findings of this study in the management of students’ dropout.
1.7.2
Policy-wise Contribution
The study is expected to equip policy makers with knowledge of school factors (e.g.low-income families, distance between home and school, insufficient teaching and learning materials, culture and traditions and the teacher factors) that contribute to students’ dropout so as to design the possible policy-interventions (e.g. food program and building of hostels to all public secondary schools) in managing students’ dropout in schools. Secondly, the study may energize efforts (e.g., construction of hostels and provision of food to pupils) towards school transformation aimed at managing school dropout due to school factors and promote student retention resulting in high completion. The study will help educational planners to get feedback on the problem facing students and teachers in secondary schools and look for the ways forward to solve the problem.
1.7.3
Theoretical Contribution
This study is expected to contribute in identifying and understanding on how economic status affect students from going to school and therefore may provide a greater understanding of students' educational needs. As well as understanding reasons for students’ dropout in public secondary schools and also can help to suggest the best ways of combating the problem.
1.8
Limitations of the Study
Several limitations encountered this study. These were as follows:
The first researcher’s limitation was on dropped students, as they could fear to respond perfectly expecting that the government would take them again to school. The researcher confirmed to them that the information they were to give would not be reported anywhere. It was only for research work. I tried to educate them in advance to make sure that the agreement was reached.
Secondly, language barrier, some parents who were visited reject to respond to the researcher pretending that they cannot speak Kiswahili. This was solved by seeking one of the parents with positive vision on education who translated in case some parents pretended.
Lastly, researcher’s timetable versus general school timetable interfered each other. Nevertheless, this did not limit the research from collecting important information-data for this study as the researcher gave earlier information to the administration.
1.9
Operational Definition of Terms
Some terms may stand for different meanings to different people at different times and places. This is due to the fact that meanings differ with different perspectives. The following operational terms were defined to suit this study:
1.9.1
Low Economic Status
Family Economic status represents the economic capacity of families to meet their material and non-material needs. According to Blue and Cook (2004), assert that in low socio-economic neighborhoods, students are likely to drop out of school than students in the more affluent neighborhood were. Students with parents who have limited resources must encourage being resilient and fighting through challenges and potential likelihood of dropping out. Moreover, family background great affects educational outcome and is commonly viewed as the most important predicators of school achievements. Blue & Cook (2004) reveal that family background; family income, socio-economic status and parental educational attainment are related to dropping out.
1.9.2
Public Secondary School
In this study and especially in Tanzania, public secondary schools are those schools, which are constructed or reconstructed by local communities then handed over to the government for supply of teaching materials, staff and administrators. The communities then continue to be responsible for improvement and development of basic structures including buildings like classrooms, laboratories, staff quarters, toilets, and furniture under the local government (MOEC, 1995).
1.10
Organisation of the Research Report
This research comprises of five chapters. These will be chapter one, chapter two, chapter three, chapter four and chapter five. Chapter one comprises some items, which seems necessary to draw attention to the main issues of research. These parts are background of the study, which is made to draw a picture on the extent of dropout to different geographical regions. 
Other parts found in chapter one includes statement of the problem, purpose of the study, research objectives, research questions, scope of the study, significance of the study, operational definition of terms and conceptual frame have been included in this chapter owing the fact that they help in gathering enough details related to research activities for the aim of meeting the key research objectives. 
Chapter two is on literature review. Under this part, several writers who wrote on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout have been referred in one way or another. The researcher pointed out key issues based on research objectives, which in one way or another had to concur with the real situation of what is happening in the field. The basic areas, which are included in this part are the trends of students’ dropout, parents’/guardians’ economic status of the students’ dropped out and measures to alleviate the problem. 
The study also comprises chapter three which shows the methodology the researcher employed in getting the expected information. It contains key parts like research design, research approaches, target population, sampling procedures and sampling size, research instruments and data analysis just to mention a few.
Chapter four of this study is about analysis and discussion of research findings. The findings of this study are discussed in details under this chapter. Lastly, is chapter five, which comprises the summary, conclusion and recommendation?
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1
Introduction
This chapter describes the contributions of different scholars who wrote on the students’ dropout in schools worldwide. It conceptualizes the trends of students’ dropout, parents’/guardians’ economic status of the students’ dropped out and measures to alleviate the problem. 
2.2
Theoretical Literature Review

2.2.1 
The Concept of Dropout
Dropout refers to students who ceased to attend classes permanently before completing secondary cycle of four years (Milanzi, 2005). The official definition for a school dropout is a person who has not yet attained age 16 or 18, depending on state law, who leaves school for any reason except death before graduation or completion of a program of studies.  This does not include transfer to another school. In Tanzania, a student is generally thought to dropout in about 90 consecutive days before leaving to attend school (Ayers, 1975). However, the simplest definition of dropout adopted for the purpose of this study refers to all students from given cohorts who fail to complete a course of study within the usual time of secondary education.
2.2.2
The Causes of Students Dropout
The review of literature has established a number of causes with regard to students’ dropouts as explained below:
2.2.2.1
Low- Income Families
The low-income families may contribute to students’ dropout. Parents are likely to fail meeting the costs needed by school. In addition, there are private expenses, which are additional cost like school uniforms, some learning materials, and accommodation to some students. In school year 2000 to2001, students from the lowest income families dropped out of school at six times rate of their peers from higher income families (U.S. Department of Education, 2004 as cited in Johnson 2008).
2.2.2.2
Distance from Home to School
The distance between home and school can be another problem associated with students’ dropout. Long distance makes students tired and sleepy for most of the time especially if they are undernourished (Gould, 1993). Thus, they are likely to perform less well and decide to drop. In addition, long distance can result to irregular attendances particularly among students who are sick and when it rains (Omary, 1998). They are also due to long distance subjected to bad temptations like sexual practices that hinder their school attendance hence dropout.
2.2.2.3
The Teacher Factors
Teachers may also be a causing factor of students’ dropout. This can be on their behaviours, teaching methodology, classroom attendance, and their commitment to teaching. Ishumi (1995) found that not all community secondary schools in Tanzania are satisfied in teacher supply and their competence.
2.2.2.4
Insufficient Teaching and Learning Materials
Insufficient teaching and learning materials are expected to be the influencing factor for students’ dropout as this community schools may fail to provide enough and needed learning materials to the students. This can result to majority of them performing poorly in their examination results and so motivate them to decide dropping from school. There are other factors that also contribute to students’ drop out that are not note related to school environment. For example, a student may drop out from school due to personal feeling or family background.
2.2.3 
The Effect of Students Dropout
The effects of dropout of students may increase poverty from individual level to the national level. Oxfam (2005) asserts that dropouts earn less, suffer from poorer health, and are more likely to wind up in jail. It was found that there is link between dropout rates and violence. Secondary school dropouts are more likely to commit violent crime. Sometimes due to financial status of parents, students are forced to dropout from school because parents fail to give their children school basic needs, many children who were formerly in school are staying at home assisting parents, doing menial jobs, learning trades or doing nothing. 
In addition, the non-completion of schooling by students contributes to their low social status in society as well as to their reduced decision-making power in the household and over their lives. Given the economic and social benefits of education, the drop out of students from schooling represents a significant regression in the development of nations (Nekatibeb, 2002).
2.2.4
Measures to Alleviate the Problem of Dropout
Good practice around dropouts could occur in different stages and zones of access, in direct and indirect ways. They could catch children both before they drop out and when drop out has occurred, helping secure some form of continued education. Good practice in this case would be in terms of securing some form of sustained education for these children. Some studies have put in place various measures to prevent dropouts or supporting those children who have dropped out into some form of education (HakiElimu, 2007).
2.2.4.1
 Capitation and School Feeding Program
The introduction of programmes such as capitation grant scheme and the school feeding programs at the basic school level appear to have helped reduce overall rates of dropout (UNESCO, 2011). In Tanzania, capitation grant is a fee-free policy providing direct funding to all public basic schools including secondary schools based on enrolment. What it has been achieved is to remove the cost burden to parents of enrolling their children in schools and attracted many children to enrol including those who previously dropped out because of fees. 
In 2005, when capitation was introduced enrolment across primary to junior high school increased by about 17 percent (MOEC, 2007 as cited by UNESCO, 2011). Inevitably, both capitation grant and school feeding programmes attract children back to school who are or subsequently likely to drop out again. However, the amount of capitation grant provided is insufficient (HakiElimu, 2011).
2.2.4.2 Access to Credit
In times of income shocks research indicates that if households have some access to credit (e.g., banks and other local financial networks) they are generally less likely to withdraw children from school. Ersado (2005) suggests the situation would have most impact in rural areas. This probably due to the fact that in rural areas communities have low per capital income compared to urban communities and also have poor communication network to reach those areas. 
2.2.4.3
Scholarship Programmes
The reform aimed at improving students’ retention or completion rate in schools. In Tanzania, school fees might cause students’ dropout and thus removing the fees and other contributions in primary and secondary schools would overcome dropouts’ problem. Thus, the current study aims along with other objectives to establish measures that would alleviate students’ dropout in secondary schools.
2.2.5
Murray’s Needs Theory
The major research variable (family economic status and students’ dropout) of this study is built upon Murray’s needs theory (1938) cited in (Mwamwenda, 2002). Among assumptions are underlying the needs theory which advocates that our human needs serve as the source of motivation. Moreover, behaviour develops because of interaction between needs and the environments. The environment can either facilitate or be barrier to the satisfaction of needs. 
The theory assumes that low-income families, distance between home and school, insufficient teaching and learning materials, culture and traditions and the teacher factors e.g., their commitment to teaching, their behaviour would be among the factors causing students’ dropout from schools.
2.3
Empirical Literature Review
2.3.1
The Trends of Students’ Dropout
In almost all developing countries, school dropout or low completion rates have been a subject of interest to academics, researchers and policy makers for a long time. The phenomenon of high school dropout rate continues to pose a big challenge to the successful implementation of national education policies. Although the findings of various studies differ depending on the peculiar country under specific situation, rural -urban divide, gender bias, and distance to school appear to be the most common elements in many studies. 
The prevalence of dropout varies between and within countries and occurs more frequently in certain age ranges and grades (Hunt, 2008). In recent survey of UIS data e.g., Bruneforth (2006) in Burkinafaso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, and Nigeria on the characteristics of children who drop out from school, a number of conclusions were drawn. More than half of all children aged 10 to 19 who had already left primary school did so without completion in Burkinafaso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, and Mozambique but not in Ghana and Nigeria, where more than 80% completed primary school (Hunt, 2008). Differences in school completion are starker between children from urban and rural areas. 
In Burkinafaso, Mali, and Mozambique, more than 80% of rural children dropped out. Even at national level, dropout is still a problem in question. Tanzania has been trying to implement several strategies to make sure that students complete a given level of education with the aim of improving access and equity as most of these students are from day schools. Despite this, the country is facing a severe problem of students’ dropout national wise. In Zanzibar, early pregnancies and early marriages are among the factors and challenges that have been making girls to be expelled from schools. For instance, thirty to forty girls are expelled annually from schools due to early marriage and twenty to forty are expelled because of teenage pregnancy (Zidy, 2007).
2.4
Parents or Guardians’ Economic Status
Economic status represents the economic capacity of families to meet their material and non-material needs. Income and ownership of physical assets are means that can use to acquire suitable economic status of families. The low-income families may contribute to students’ dropout. Parents are likely to fail meeting the costs needed by school. In addition, there are private expenses, which are additional cost like school uniforms, some learning materials, and accommodation to some students. In school year 2000-2001, students from the lowest income families dropped out of school at six times rate of their peers from higher income families.
The same scenario was observed in Ethiopia by Colclough et al., (1999) whereby despite the fact that education supposedly was free, the cost of school and the necessary supplies were beyond the reach of most parents. This situation forces the students to withdraw from the school so as to fight for supporting the family or dependents and hence it precipitates other immoral behaviours such as bread winning, involvement in sexual behaviours, early marriage, unexpected pregnancies and academic failure by mentioning a few. Education in higher socioeconomic families is typically stressed as much more important, both within the household as well as the local community. In poorer areas, where food, shelter and safety are priority, education can take a backseat.
Blue and Cook (2004) assert that in low socio-economic neighborhoods, students are likely to drop out of school than students in the more affluent neighborhood were. Students with parents who have limited resources must encourage being resilient and fighting through the challenges and potential likelihood of dropping out. Moreover, family background greatly affects educational outcomes and is commonly viewed as the most important predicators of school achievements, Blue and Cook (2004) reveal that family background, family income, socio-economic status and parental educational attainment are related to dropping out. 
2.4.1
Poor Family Income
Families with low economic status make parents unable to meet the necessary school cost for their children and that after the promotion of cost sharing in Tanzania there was a high rate of students’ dropout (Galabawa and Narman, 2004) specifically, the poor family income forced students to drop from their school. Households’ income is found to be an important factor in determining access to education as schooling potentially incurs a range of costs, both upfront and hidden (Hunt, 2008). Upfront costs include school fees; while the more hidden costs include uniforms, travel equipment and the opportunity cost of sending a child to school (Hunt, 2008). School fees represent a major obstacle for parents in keeping their children in school (UNESCO, 2011). It is also evident that children whose parents have received some sort of schooling are more likely attend school for longer (UNESCO, 2011).
According to World Bank development report (WBR, 2012), more than 350 million people over half of Africans population live below the poverty line of one dollar a day. This implies that poverty to some extent excludes children from school. Also, according to Mwangi (2010), a combination of poverty, diseases, and backward cultural practices continue to deny the right of the students. Chinyoka (2014) states that economic downturn of the family has made its children vulnerable out of school to drop out over the years. Some families failed even to feed their students as well to buy school uniform. This makes the students leave the school due to difficulties of the family hence engaged from other manual activities for the aim of raising economic development of their families.
2.4.2
School Fees and Indirect Costs of Schooling
Colclough et al., (2000) carried out quantitative survey research and qualitative interview-based research with educational stakeholders (community members, parents, teachers, pupils, etc.) in sample communities in Ethiopia and Guinea. They aimed to identify information about the constraints affecting the participation and performance of girls and boys in school, particularly in rural areas. In the field surveys, an inability to pay the direct costs of schooling was found to be one of the ‘most important causes’ of non-attendance in both countries. Those dropping out most frequently cite lack of money to pay for school expenses as an important reason for dropping out. 
The ability to buy exercise books, pens and the necessary clothing for school also influenced whether children could enrol or were withdrawn from the first grade (Rose & Al Samarrai, 2001). Some described their children dropping out after enrolment, because they could not meet the direct costs of schooling. Additional costs such as textbooks and uniform costs were also indirect costs many parents in Guinea found difficult to meet.
2.5
Research Gap
Studies on students’ drop out have been conducted e.g. Galabawa (2005); Rose& Al Samarrai (2001) and Ishumi (1995). However the studies couldn’t explain deeply the relationship and interdependent between the family economic status and the students’ dropout, this current study set to fill the gap by investigating the relationship and interdependent between the families economic status and the students’ drop out in Igunga District. 
2.6
Conceptual Framework
This study was guided by the following conceptual framework in the Figure 2.1.
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Figure 2.1: Conceptual Framework

Source: Researcher’s Insight (2021).
The Figure 2.1 indicates the relationship between the independent and dependent variables. It explains relationship and interdependent between the family economic status and the students’ dropout in Igunga District. The independent variable is family economic status that contributes to students’ dropout from school. The family economic status especially poor family economic status may influence students’ engagement in petty behaviours (e.g., breadwinning behaviours, sexual behaviours, early marriage, pregnancy and academic failure) that seems trigger students’ absenteeism and drop out from schools.
The independent variable with its precipitating factors acts as a major cause of students’ withdrawal from school. Dependent variable is that behaviour which comes as a result of pressure from independent variables that the student may show sooner or after the decision of dropping out from the school.
Family economic status 

Family economic status represents the economic capacity of families to meet their material and non-material needs. Income and ownership of physical assets are means that can use to acquire suitable economic status of families. The low-income families may contribute to students’ dropout. Parents are likely to fail meeting the costs needed by school. In addition, there are private expenses, which are additional cost like school uniforms, some learning materials, and accommodation to some students. In school year 2000-2001, students from the lowest income families dropped out of school at six times rate of their peers from higher income families the same scenario was observed in Ethiopia by Colcloughet al., (1999) whereby despite the fact that education supposedly was free, the cost of school and the necessary supplies were beyond the reach of most parents. This situation forces the students to withdraw from the school so as to fight for supporting the family or dependents and hence it precipitates other immoral behaviours such as bread winning, involved in sexual behaviours, early marriage, unexpected pregnancies and academic failure by mentioning a few. 
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1
Introduction
This chapter explains the research operations, which were employed by the researcher to obtain information towards the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools. Specifically, this chapter describes research design, the target population, sampling procedures and sampling size, research instruments, validity and reliability, data analysis procedure and ethical considerations.
3.2
Research Approach
Mixed research approach was employed to gather and analyse data. The study combined both qualitative and quantitative data, thus different methods of data analysis were used. Qualitative data were analyzed mainly by using content analysis. Content analysis according to Denscombe (1998) is a method, which helps the researcher to analyses text in form of writing, sounds or picture. Content analysis gave the researcher an opportunity to organize information into relevant categories or themes before arriving at the final argument. 
Leedy (1980) points out that content analysis method to a large extent restricts the subjectivity of the researcher in the process of data collection and analysis. The qualitative data was presented in narratives.  On the other hand, the quantitative data was processed by using Statistical Package for Software Scientists (SPSS). The research findings were organized and presented using tables, charts and graphs.
3.3
Research Design
Design is an underlying scheme that governs functioning, developing, or unfolding “and “the arrangement of elements or details in a product or work of art” (Webster, 1984). A good design, one in which the components work harmoniously together, promotes efficiency and successful functioning; a flawed design leads to poor operation or failure (Maxwell, 2005).
Research design is the researchers’ overall plan for obtaining answers to the research questions guiding the study (Kombo & Tromp, 2006). Also, it refers to the entire process of research from conceptualizing a problem to writing research questions and on data collection, analysis, interpretation and report writing. Maxwell (2005) states that designing a study help researchers to plan and implement the study in a way that will help them obtain the intended results. Due to the nature of the problem of this study on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools, descriptive research design is appropriates employed. Descriptive research design is a method of collecting information by interview or questionnaire (Orodho, 2009) and it allows learning a problem from various angles and enhances deep understanding of the research problem. Due to the composition of the respondents, the researcher interviewed some respondents in Kiswahili and translated into English, such as parents.
3.4 
Target Population
Krysik and Finn (2007) define the term population in research as the totality of persons, events or organizational units to which the research problem is dealing with. This study targeted students in public secondary schools, the heads of schools, community members and district educational leaders such as the District Education Officer. Also, Polit et al., (2001) define population as totality of all subjects that conform to asset of specifications, comprising the entire group of persons that is of interest to the researcher and to whom the research results can be generalized.
3.4.1
Heads of School
The Headmasters/Mistresses are the leaders of the schools and so they have a lot of information about their students. These include the number of students enrolled each year, the exactly number of students present at school and those dropped out. They preserve various documents such as various reports and letters from parents to mention some. So, the heads of schools as teachers and leaders were important in providing necessary information, useful in this study. 
3.4.2
Parents/Guardians
Parents/guardians who formed this group of community members are the one responsible for children’s education as they supply things like school uniforms, exercise books to mention some. So, the education of these children depends much on their parents/guardians since they are the final decision makers of their welfare at home and school, so they had a lot to say concerning their children’s education. Community members were important because they know their children well because students are coming from communities. 
3.4.3
Continuing Students
Students are the one who are responsible for acquiring education. Continuing students were selected to state their attitudes toward secondary education and to give views concerning their fellow students who dropped out. 
3.4.4
Dropouts
Those who dropped out of school are the one to state why they quitted school and what exactly forced them to do so. This study hoped to get valid information from this group since they are the most important group in the study. 
3.4.5
Ward Education Officer (WEO)
This leader is also useful because he holds various ward education information such as the number of students presents at schools, those who failed to complete their secondary education and other important information. The study also considered WEO as an important respondent in providing relevant information useful for this study. 
3.5
Sample Size and Sampling Procedures
Herber (2002) describes a sample as a portion or a subject of the research population selected to participate in a study, representing the research population (Babbie, 2005) that 10% to 20% is the recommendable sample size. 10% was chosen for students and 20% for teachers. 
The sample size under this study involved 88 participants (see Table 3.1) with the following categorization: 20 continuing students who were chosen randomly because any one among them can experience dropout; 20 teachers who were sampled purposively, based on the fact that they engage on parental care of students at school; head of school (N= 4) were purposively selected and involved in the study based on their managerial positions at the school; 20 dropped out students who were purposively selected, and they were involved in this study because they are the victim of dropout and; 20 parents who were purposively selected basing since they take care of the students at their home places.  Dropped students and parents were visited to their home places for data collection. 
Table 3.1: Composition of the Sample (N=88)

	Type of Category
	Frequency
	Sampling Techniques

	Head of school
	4
	Purposive

	Teachers
	20
	Random

	Students dropped out from schools
	20
	Purposive

	Ward Education Officers
	4
	Purposive

	Parents
	20
	Purposive

	Continuing Students
	20
	Random

	Total 
	88
	


Source: Researcher (2021)
3.6
Data Collection Methods
3.6.1
Interview
(Kothari, 2011) describes interview method to involve presentation of oral-verbal stimuli and reply in terms of oral-verbal responses. This method can be used through personal interviews and through telephone interviews. For the case of this study, personal interviews were used to gather information on how parents/guardians’ economic status affects the students’ dropout from public secondary schools, to explore parents/guardians’ perceptions on the students’ retention in public secondary schools and measures to alleviate students’ dropout in secondary schools from head of school (N= 4), parents (N= 20), dropped students (N=20) and WEOs (N=4)). Interview method was selected because of the nature of the respondents (that is head of school, parents and WEOs) who are the supervisor and care takers of students and also gives researchers opportunity to get rich information and get deep understanding of the research problem. This group play parental care of the students, and the dropped students who are the victims of the situation, thus, were good informers of the causes of students’ dropout and on suggesting measures to alleviate the problem.
3.6.2
Questionnaire
Kothari (2011) defines a questionnaire as a structured list containing relevant questions, statements or items on a specific subject that is submitted to a group of people or target group for their responses in order to obtain the required data for problem. The researcher provided questionnaires to teachers (N= 20) and students who are at school (N= 20). This was done in order to gather information about dropout among students in sampled schools. The researcher chose this instrument because it was easy to administer over a large number of respondents within a specified time. 
3.6.3
Documentary Review
The researcher used documentary review with the intention of examining the extent of students’ dropout in specified 5years (2015-2019) from secondary schools. Documents like admission books, attendance register, and students’ permission books attendances were of more help to gain the required information about the trends of students’ dropout in secondary schools.
3.7
Validity and Reliability of Research Instruments
Validity refers to how accurately a method measures what it is intended to measure. If research has high validity, it produces results that correspond to real properties, characteristics, and variations in the physical or social world. Reliability is the degree to which a measurement instrument gives the same results each time that it is used, assuming that the underlying thing being measured does not change. High reliability is one indicator that a measurement is valid. If a method is not reliable, it probably isn’t valid.
Also, according to Masue (2000), validity means the quality that instruments used in research is accurate, correct, true, meaningful and right while reliability refers to the degree of consistence within which instances were assigned to the same category by different or the same observers in different occasions. 
However, Silverman (2017) argued that one must show the audience the procedures used in a particular study are both reliable and valid before thinking about concluding the dissertation. To ensure validity and reliability of the data collected during the research, a pilot study was conducted (i.e., interview guides and questionnaires) in one secondary school, which was not among the schools sampled for this study. 
The results were discussed with the research supervisor and corrections were accordingly accommodated in the original documents. This was done so as to determine clarity of questions and whether the instruments elicit the desired information (Polit& Beck, 2004: 296).
Also, the researcher frequently checked the Research Supervisor to get advice and corrections on the progress of the research study and checked the reliability and validity of the data collected.
3.8
Data Analysis Procedures

Data analysis is a process of systematically working with data or applying statically and logical technique to describe, organise, summarize and compare the data collected and divided them into manageable portion (Borgan & Bicken, 1992). This study comprised two kinds of data, qualitative and quantitative data. 
The research combined both qualitative and quantitative data, thus different methods of data analysis were used. The analysis of qualitative findings involved organizing, coding, and explaining the information obtained from the field. Specifically, data analysis involved making sense of data in term of the participants’ definitions of the situation, noting patterns, themes, categories and regularities (Cohen et al., 2007). 
Qualitative data were analyzed mainly by using content analysis. Content analysis according to Denscombe (1998) is a method, which helps the researcher to analyses text in form of writing, sounds or picture. Content analysis gave the researcher an opportunity to organize information into relevant categories or themes before arriving at the final argument. Leedy (1980) pointed out that content analysis method to a large extent restricts the subjectivity of the researcher in the process of data collection and analysis. The qualitative data was presented in narratives.  Moreover, the quantitative data was processed by using Statistical Package for Software Scientists (SPSS). The research findings were organized and presented using tables, charts and graphs. 
3.9
Ethical Considerations
Anyone involved in research needs to be aware of the general agreement about what is proper and improper in scientific research (Babbie, 2005). To ensure ethical conduct of study, the researcher requested permission from the Open University of Tanzania, Tabora Region administration, Igunga District and from school Heads. Also, confidentiality and anonymity will be ensured to respondents by informing them that the study will be purely confidential and only for academic purposes. Lastly, privacy will be adhered to and that the names of participants will not appear in this document and anywhere else by the researcher.  
CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATIONS, ANALYSES AND DISCUSSION OF THE RESEARCH FINDINGS
4.1
Introduction
This chapter presents analysis of the findings, analyses and discusses the major findings of the study, according to the research objectives. 

Table 4.1: Demographic Information of Respondents

	Category
	Sex
	Age (yrs)
	Marital status
	Work experience

	 
	male 
	Female
	Total
	13-20
	21-28
	29-36
	37-44
	45⁺
	Total
	Married
	Single
	Total
	1yrs-5yrs
	6yrs-10yrs
	11yrs-15yrs
	15⁺y

	WEOs
	2
	2
	4(100%)
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2
	4
	4
	 
	4
	 
	 
	2
	2

	HOS
	3
	1
	4(100%)
	 
	 
	1
	2
	1
	4
	4
	 
	4
	 
	 
	3
	1

	Parents
	9
	11
	20(100%)
	 
	5
	4
	8
	3
	20
	20
	 
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Teachers
	11
	9
	20(100%)
	 
	8
	6
	4
	2
	20
	16
	4
	20
	4
	10
	4
	2

	Students at school
	10
	10
	20(100%)
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	 
	20
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dropped students
	13
	7
	20(100%)
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	 
	20
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	48
	40
	88(100%)
	40
	13
	12
	15
	8
	88
	44
	44
	88
	4
	10
	9
	5


Source: Field Data (2021)
From Table 4.1, the statistics show that the respondents were of the following categories: 48 (55%) were male and 40 (45%) were female. Moreover, on the aspects of marital status about 44 (50%) were married and 44 (50%) were single.

4.2
The Trends of Students’ Dropout from Public Secondary Schools from 2015 To 2019
In this study, the first research objective aimed to determine the trends of students’ dropout from secondary schools from 2015 to 2019.To achieve this objective, documentary review method was used whereby the following documents were carefully studied; registration books, students’ attendance register and students files and WEOs (N = 4), Heads of schools (N = 4) were interviewed. This helped the researcher to know the number of students who dropped annually for five years consecutively in the researched schools. 
Table 4.2: The Trend of Dropout Students

	S/N
	School 
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019

	
	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1.
	School J
	10
	15
	25
	6
	11
	17
	11
	8
	19
	12
	11
	23
	7
	5
	12

	2.
	School R
	7
	14
	21
	10
	8
	18
	10
	11
	21
	9
	10
	19
	6
	7
	13

	3.
	School M
	12
	16
	28
	9
	10
	19
	3
	4
	7
	5
	4
	9
	8
	11
	19

	4.
	School I
	10
	13
	23
	10
	12
	22
	7
	9
	16
	4
	7
	11
	7
	8
	15

	Total
	
	39
	58
	97
	35
	41
	76
	31
	32
	63
	30
	32
	62
	28
	31
	59


Source:  Field Data (2021).
The statistics obtained (Table 4.2) from the documentaries show that dropout is a serious problem, which call for many education stakeholders to intervene so that to make the problem solved. Contrary to this the country will be losing important resourceful people for the nation. Also, it was observed that the most affected gender being the female gender and this shows perception of parents on educating girls. In 2015, 58 girls (60%) out 97 students dropped out while 39 (40%) boys out of 98 students dropped out. In 2016,41(54%) girls out of 76 students dropped out. In 2017, 32(51%) girls did not continue with their studies out 63while boys were 31(49%) out of 63 students. In 2018, 32(52%) girls out of 62 students dropped out while boys were 30(48%) out of 62 students dropped out and in 2019, 31(53%) girls out of 59 students dropped out while 28(47%) boys out of 59 students dropped out from school. Generally, the total number of dropouts in five years was 163(46%) boys out of 357 students and 194(54%) girls out of 357 students, making the total dropouts to be 357.
Many countries like Kenya have taken serious initiatives to overcome dropout so as to meet the millennium goals. This has been proven by Muthaka and Wangombe (2013) when they commented that Kenya vision 2030 is looking upon the education sector to deliver the necessary skills and build adequate human capital to achieve and sustain the country as a middle-income country. In addition, research from the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research Analysis (KIPPRA) shows that the survival rate from class one to form four is below 20% while those who survive from class one to university is 1.69%. 
In general, the findings from documentary depict that dropout has a large trend which call attention to many educational stakeholders to intervene the situation. Constantly, students are dropping in high percentage where according to evidence from the sources, the most affected group are those students in form one and form two. Dropout is said to go hand in hand with age difference. The young ones are dropping in high percentage. Students start form one in a reasonable number.  Later, very few reach the end. This is contrary to Millennium Development Goals, which need every person to have access to education. The government is doing very little to stop this. Otherwise, schools could have witnessed crowded classes.
4.3
WEOs’ and Head of Schools’ Responses on the Trend of Students’ Dropout
Interview guide schedules were also conducted to head of schools and Ward Education Officers.  These two groups were requested to give their stand on the trends of dropout. The respondents agreed that dropout is a big problem to students in schools. All of them (N=08, 100%) responded that always many students drop while at their early stages of school life. More particularly form one and form two. However, they agreed that dropout continues to all school life up to the time of form four completions. The only difference is the range of the problem whereby lower classes are the mostly affected.  They added that these students find difficult school environments for them to continue with schooling. The findings concur with that of questionnaire for dropped and continuing students who also responded that the lower classes are the most affected ones.

The Ward Education Officer from ward J said:
...it is hardly to meet the goal of education for all even if the education is provided free of charge because of the continuous drop outs. The Form Ones and Form Twos who are at young stages of schooling are the ones who are leading in terms of dropouts and truancy. This situation affects much the students in lower classes than those in senior classes due to their ages that allow them to be easily convinced through peer groups, parents with bad notion towards education. Under this fact most teachers become discouraged as their daily effort is not yielding the expected goal.

This finding is also supported by the heads of school and WEOs who were interviewed on the same item. Heads of schools responded that dropout is highly accompanied with age. That the lower the age the higher the dropout rate. This is consistency with the previous studies by Hunt (2008) who comments that students in lower grades are most affected than those in higher grades. The heads of school commented that most dropouts are in Form One and Form Two. 

Another Ward Education Officer from W and Y was interviewed, commented the following:

Most of students who come to join Form one classes are those having passed primary school leaving examination. They come with full determination of good future. On the contrary they find different environments or as one may call unfriendly school environment not only unfriendly school environments but also the change in language of instructions, economic hardship and long distance from their homes to school are in most cases discouraged to continue with schooling. These mentioned factors eventually lead into many young students dropping out of school unexpectedly. 

Another head of school from school R said:

Dropout is usually high, and the most affected group is Form one and Form two who are at earlier stage of schooling. Constantly, school community has been witnessing students dropping out from school. It is now considered as normal business. Even teachers sometimes feel discouraged in teaching when they see big number of students who used to be coming to school have dropped and turned to be street mongers. Likewise, majority of the students who are in school reduces studying Morales when they see their fellow students dropping as someone’s failure discourages while someone’s success encourages.
Another head of school from I secondary school who was interviewed concurred with the idea that student’s dropout affects majority of lower classes or forms in secondary schools especially Form One and Form two students. 
The Head commented that:

…public secondary schools are in great crisis of students’ dropout especially in the lower classes. School premises are seen as places for students to come and observe temporarily what is being done in schools. If people are coming and later going before completing the required learning stage, we consider this as if they have come for life study tour where they go to study temporally the life in secondary school and then back home or in streets to continue with another part of life out of school. Therefore, there is a need for the government to come up with a genuine solution for this everlasting problem otherwise the country will end up with many young people who required to be at school studying but are street mongers and are likely to get involved in community malpractices like drug abuse, robbery and alcoholism just to mention a few.

This finding showed that dropout is real a problem not only in a researched area but also district wise, which needs to be addressed immediately. It highlights that the most affected ones are those in Form One and Form Two. The findings are highly supported by Bunto (2002) and Milanzi (2005). These two argues that dropout is higher in Form One and Form Two.

The researcher constructed an interview guide questions for teachers to respond on the above objective, demanding the teachers to show the range of dropout in schools percentagewise. 

A teacher who happened to be interviewed from J secondary commented that:
...school dropout is dynamic it rises up to more than20% students dropping from schools. This is generally terrible. If serious measures are constantly taken students might have reduced dropping. But now the laws or by laws needs more amendments, for example if the school girl who gets married, the parents of both sides should be imprisoned as parents themselves some are not serious as these students’ dropout while at their home places. In short, everyone should participate fully to make the problem is abolished.

These findings show that nobody is serious to stop dropout as a result of its continual dropout. The head of schools and WEOs who responded in the interview proved that dropout is partially tackled; therefore, more efforts should be enforced.
In general, the findings depict that dropout trend is very bad, which call attention for many educational stakeholders to intervene the situation. Constantly, students drop in high percentage where, according to evidence from the respondents, the most affected group are those students in form one and form two. Dropout is said to go hand in hand with age difference. Students start form one under a reasonable number but very few reach to the end. Therefore, completion is very minimal. 
4.4
How Economic Status of Parents/Guardians Contribute to Dropout of Students in Public Secondary Schools
The second objective was to examine how economic status of parents/guardians contributes to dropout of students in public secondary schools. This was done purposively to make the researcher address how the parents/guardians’ economic status affects the students from going to school. 
To achieve this objective, both questionnaires for teachers (N=20), students at school (20) and interview questions for WEOs (n=4), parents (n=20), heads of school (N=4) and dropped students (N=20) were prepared to make the researcher obtain the expected information. All these were taken from the four sampled schools of Igunga District.
WEOs and Heads of schools were interviewed on the above objective and responded that more than 80% of the dropped students belong to the families with low income because most of these families fail to meet their children’s school basic needs such as school uniforms, exercise books and other services that facilitates students’ attendance at school and learning in general. Therefore, according to their observation, school retention depends much on family economic status.
Head of schools, parents and dropped students’ response on how parents/guardians’ economic status affects dropout in schools.
…family economic status affects much the students retention to school as the rich families affect positively the retention and education achievements by providing all necessary needs that make students feel comfortable in their studies; they can be provided transport facilities like bicycles in case are living far away from the school and other assistance that needs money but the poor families do not meet some students basic needs, some students live longer distance from school, sometimes up to 14 kilometers away from school. This greatly contributes to dropout. Students have to walk from home to school daily because their parents are not able to buy bicycles for their children. Majority of the students who live afar distance are obliged to walk. This situation contributes much for the dropping of students at schools and it is very risky especially for young girls who are forced to practice premarital sex with motorcyclists...
Many parents who were interviewed most of them agreed with the objective that the family’s economic status affect negatively the students’ attendance and hence cause dropout. Also, the researcher in item two wanted to know if the interviewed parents send their children to school. This meant to link the family economic status and the dropout. The findings depicted that above 78% of the interviewed respondents had no students at school despite being with the school age children. Some of them dropped from school and some were not enrolled due to lack financial problem that hindered them to buy uniforms and other learning materials.
One interviewed parent said that:
... economic status of the family affects much the students’ attendance at school, the high-income family facilitates the student’s achievements at by providing all basic needs such as foods, books, exercise books and other materials and hence the best attendance at school is available contrary to the low-income families where students lack some basic needs which could facilitate learning and school retention or good attendance...

The quotation above was supported by Omaranka (2001) who noted that all children have certain needs, physical and sociological which when met contribute positively to their academic Achievement. These needs may include a conducive reading atmosphere, good food, playing ground, provision of books and other material and attendance at the best schools available.
One of the WEOs interviewed argued that:
...family economic status affects much the students retention to school as the rich families affect positively the retention and education achievements by providing all necessary needs that make students feel comfortable in their studies; they can be provided transport facilities like bicycles in case are living far away from the school and other assistance that needs money but the poor families do not meet some students basic needs, some students live longer distance from school, sometimes up to 14 kilometers away from school. This greatly contributes to dropout. Students have to walk from home to school daily because their parents are not able to buy bicycles for their children. Majority of the students who live afar distance are obliged to walk. This situation contributes much for the dropping of students at schools and it is very risky especially for young girls who are forced to practice premarital sex with motorcyclists...
As it has been quoted above, Omoraka (2001) noted that students with rich families have certain needs, physical and sociological which when met contribute positively to their academic achievement. Therefore, it was identified that families’ socio-economic status in one way or another affects students’ academic achievement at any level of education.
One school head from I secondary school commented that:

…most of the families are economically poor and some of these parents cannot afford to buy basic needs for their students such uniforms, shoes and food contributions. Struggling for food contributions and basic needs makes some parent to opt not to send their children to school and hence contribute to dropout...
The comments show that poverty is a serious problem. Most parents are unable to meet their children’s needs.  They find themselves with no alternative even when they see their children being remaining at home. These findings are supported by (Thum, 1989; Ekstrom et al., 1986; McNeal, 1999) as cited in Rumberger (2001) who comment that research has consistently found that socio-economic status, most commonly measured by parental education and income is a powerful predicator of school achievement and dropout behaviour.

Moreover, the heads of schools commented that students from poor families are getting hardships to pay contributions and their basic needs such as uniforms, shoes, exercise books and other stationeries. There is a need for the government to have scholarship programmes to help the students of this nature through government institutions like TASAF. Otherwise, students will find school life very difficult to them. Therefore, school head insisted that financial support will be of much help to students with poor economic position.
4.5
Dropped Students’ Concerns on the Family Economic Status
The drooped students also were interviewed in order to know exactly what caused them to dropout from school. The respondents were given questions on this objective. Through their responses, it was observed that most of dropped students came far away from school more than three kilometers long on foot to and from the school because their parents couldn’t afford either to buy bicycle or even paying for hostels. Others said that they dropped because of lack school basic needs or not getting school needs on time, as one of the dropped said that:
...my parents are poor and cannot afford to contribute food for me at school I spent the whole day without eating anything and they could not be able to buy school uniforms for me, leave aside buying exercise books. I am too grown to wear torn uniforms, I feel ashamed to walk to school every day looking like a homeless person and I would rather work to help my parents raising a household income...
That was the response from one of the respondents during an interview when asked the reasons to why he dropped out from school. Thus, the findings reveals that some students dropped out of school due to lack of school necessities. On parent/guardians’ economic status and dropout of students from schools, the findings agree to the findings of Uche (2010) who said that some parents cannot provide three square meals for their children on daily basis, let alone buy text books. Edem (2011) in his study of child development maintained that when educational needs of the children are not adequately met, dropout occurs.
4.6
Teachers and Continuing Students Concerns on the Family Economic Status
Students at school were given questionnaires to fill in order to know how much family economic status affects the school dropout. It was noted that most of them came near to school not exceeding three kilometers long. This means that no transport expenses were required. Another item was on lunch at school whereby all students agreed that they were taking lunch at school. 
This implies that their parents were able to contribute food for their lunch. The students again were given some items to rate so that the most cause of dropout can be identified as it is shown in the Table 4.3.
Moreover, the teachers were given questionnaires that had several items. One of the items wanted to know what real influenced the students’ dropouts at their schools. The finding shows that more than 50% of dropouts were influenced by low family income as it is shown in Table 4.3. Another item wanted to know the challenges the students have been facing towards their studies. The teachers and students responded that there were many challenges and they identified them as lack of school basic needs such as uniforms, exercise books, lack of means of transport like bicycle for those who live far away from the school and lack of lunch at school. 
Table 4.3: Main Causes of Students’ Dropout

	S/N
	Effects to dropout
	Frequency of Respondents
	Percentage of Respondents

	1.
	Low family income
	23
	57.5

	2.
	Illiteracy
	3
	7.5

	3.
	Corporal punishment
	4
	10

	4.
	Poor Health
	2
	5

	5.
	Early Pregnancies
	8
	20

	
	         Total
	40
	100


Source: Fieldwork, (2021)
The findings in Table 4.3 show that low family income facilitates much dropout among students in public secondary schools in Igunga District. From the table 4.3, low family income contributed 57.5% (23 respondents), illiteracy 7.5% (3 respondents), corporal punishment 10%(4), poor health 05%(2) early pregnancies 20% (8 respondents).
The findings revealed that due to financial status of parents, students have been forced to dropout from school. This is because parents fail to provide them with basic needs, many children from these families who were formerly in school are staying at home assisting parents, doing manual jobs, small businesses or doing nothing. The findings are supported by Edem (2011) in his study of child development maintained that when educational needs of the children are not adequately met, dropout occurs. Children from poor families find it difficult to cope effectively with their education needs and learning environment.
4.7
Measures to Alleviate Students’ Dropout an Public Secondary Schools
The third objective was to find out measures to alleviate students’ dropout in public secondary schools. This was done purposely to make the researcher come with solutions to the problem instead of leaving issue without some alternative solutions for the problem. To achieve this objective both questionnaire and interview guide questions were prepared to make the researcher obtain the expected information. 

Questionnaires were distributed to 20 teachers and 20 students at schools. Moreover, there were interview sessions with 4heads of schools, 4 WEOs, 20 dropped students and 20 parents. Under this objective, the following responses were obtained as presented in Table 4.4.
Table 4.4: Distribution of Teachers and Continuing Students’ Responses on the Measures to Alleviate Students’ Dropout
	Measures
	Frequency of respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Building of hostels
	50
	83.33%

	Feeding program
	48
	80%

	Education to parents
	47
	78.33%

	Financial support
	37
	62%

	Laws should be implemented accordingly
	31
	52%

	Improving parents and teachers’ association
	49
	82%

	Improving of learning environment
	45
	75%


Source: Field Data (2021)

Item one of the questionnaires was given to continuing students and teachers from sampled schools to examine if construction of hostels in schools can be a solution towards student’s attendance. The introduction of public secondary schools did not go hand in hand with the construction of hostels to these schools. Most public secondary schools are without them. This makes students not to be accommodated in schools. 
They have to be returning to their home places or have hired rooms or houses nearby schools. The question therefore wanted teachers and students’ opinions on the presence of hostels if are of helpful to students. It was responded as follows: N=50 (83%) respondents agreed, N=10(17%) respondents disagreed with the statement that it is not a measure of combating or eradicating Students’ dropout in schools. With the above statistics towards the respondents, it shows that, many respondents (83%) had the opinion of constructing hostels as an acceptable measure to alleviate the problem of student’s dropout in schools. Dropout in schools and more particularly to girls is highly associated with the absence of hostels to schools.

The second measure that was highly suggested by the teachers and continuing students was about stopping love affairs as most students engaging in such a business are encountered with many problems such as unexpected pregnancies, poor academic performance and early marriage. 

The third item of the questionnaire asked the continuing students and teachers to give their opinions on improving parents and teachers’ association if it had any impact on eradicating students’ dropout. Parents and teachers’ association was thought to be a solution to eradicate Dropout. The results show that about 49 (82%) respondents agreed with the statement that improving parents and teachers association has direct and immediate positive impact towards reducing students’ dropout in schools. 

Another item, which the continuing students and teachers responded on was on government financial support for students with poor economic status. This was seen important as it was responded by most of the respondents. Economic status of some families does not even support two meals a day, so it is difficult for such families to provide money for food to such students. Hence, the government support is highly needed. Some of the students have been supported by the government through TASAF (Tanzania Social Action Fund). The measure of support was also agreed with high percentage as 62% of respondents agreed that government should provide support to families with poor economic status. Apart from the given measures above, still the respondents highlighted other measures like education to be practical oriented (55%), education to parents on the importance of education (60%), motivation to students with positive results (72%), laws should be strictly enforced towards those who are behind students’ pregnancies (52%).
The fifth item aimed to check if school feeding programme could be an alternative solution to students’ dropout. The results showed that school feeding programme has been observed to be of   much help to students. In schools where school organization provides food services like tea/porridge and lunch, students’ school attendance has been reported to be convincing. This also leads to high school academic performance. (N=48, 80%) agreed whereas 9 (15%) respondents were neutral, 3 (5%) respondents disagreed. The information shows that school feeding programme is the best solution towards students increase attendance rate and thus minimize students’ dropout. 
Only one of the sampled schools which were surveyed showed to have food services and the rate of dropout was low compared to school that do not have food program, but the rest had no food service as many parents were not able to afford to contribute foods for their children at school. Students are taking longer times without anything in their stomach. This makes them to be of hungry stomach for longer hours, which result to drop out and poor performance. This opinion concurs with those heads of schools, teachers, students and parents. There is, therefore, a need for the stakeholders to ensure food services in schools. This will act as the best alternative to a country, which is striving to fight against illiteracy.

Also, the researcher interviewed parents as it was necessary for them to be included in the research because they seemed very important in this study.Most parents had comments on the improvement of school academic performance. They said that if performance is improved in schools, students are more likely to continue with their studies as they see there is future on it. 
Adding on this, a parent from I secondary commented that:

.... most of the students are dropping from schools obviously because of the poor results which students get during their national examination. I attend one of the parents meeting which the head of school wanted parents/guardians to attend. It is from where I knew that out of thirty-four students who sat for the form four only three were selected to join form five and it was said that only two girls were selected to join form five for a period of four years. The rest did not secure any chance even to any of the colleges due to poor performance. They had to remain home and we constantly see them in villages. Therefore, those at school do no notice the differences between those who had to go to school and those who have not. We therefore request more efforts from the government to improve performance for the better future of this young generation. 

Therefore, it is high time for the government to work tirelessly so that school performance becomes improved. This opinion highly supports that of students at schools. 

The parents also had an opinion on the construction of hostels for students. They comment that the hostels will be of more useful to students in case they are well monitored. They pardoned the government that the hostels should not be accompanied with many contributions because many parents will fail paying. Hostels costs need to be friendly to parents. This will enable every child to be accommodated.  Most of them added that if this is done contrary, hostels will be for the rich people who can afford hostel contribution. They also added that government should make sure employing matrons as many of these remote public secondary schools have a shortage of female teachers, some have one and others have none. Building hostels for girls with no matrons may cause another problem. This opinion supports that of teachers, and students at schools. 
The researcher again interviewed the heads of schools and Ward Education Officers (WEOs). It was very important to consult these heads of schools and WEOs to get their opinion on the possible measures to alleviate the problem. On the case of constructing hostels most WEOs and heads of schools explained that they are of more useful to students. The researcher noted that within the sampled schools, (N=2, 50%) had no hostels while schools R and I (N=2, 50%) had two which only had the capacity of accommodating only 48 and 60 students respectively.  These heads of schools complained that lack of hostels is a great problem   towards students’ retention in schools. 

The head of school I, for example, commented that:
…. for the case of dropouts in public secondary schools not only in Igunga District but also country wise there is a high need for the government to take this matter of constructing hostels seriously especially to girls. Girls have suffering unlike boys on the issue of distance to school, they have been facing sexual temptations from boys and even the old men (married men). What was done by the government on constantly insisting the construction of laboratories needed to be the same applied to hostels. Schools are losing girls unnecessarily. The hostels therefore need to be friendly to accommodate even the poor innocent parents...

This finding concurs with the opinions of students and parents schools should have hostels to alleviate students’ dropout. The interviewed heads of schools had something to comment on school feeding programme. They highlighted that school feeding programme has much to do with alleviating students’ dropout. Most of schools lose many students because students cannot tolerate the hardship of staying longer at school without any food.

The head of school from I secondary school commented that:

…the school environments sometimes become unfriendly to students. Most of them are obliged to stay without food, from morning to evening. Sometimes schools have remedial studies or evening studies, which normally start after school hours. When this happens students, who live far from school remain without food till evening. This affects many students and discourages them from staying at school and hinders their capacity of materials absorption.

This finding is supported by Rumberger (2001) who commented that academic engagement especially classroom and school activities is reflected in students’ attitude and behaviours of dropping. In addition, this finding also corresponds to those of students. Therefore, there is a need for education stakeholders to take this matter seriously and act accordingly so as to rescue these innocent students.

Other item, which the school heads had to act upon on the given interview questions were on financial support for students with poor economic status. This was seen important as it was responded by most of the respondents. They commented that students from poor families are getting hardships on the payment of contributions and their basic needs such as uniforms, shoes, exercise books and other stationery. There is a need for the government to have scholarship programmes to help the students of this nature through governmental institution like TASAF. Otherwise, students will find school life most difficult to them. Therefore, school heads insisted that financial support will be of much help to students with poor economic position.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 
Introduction
This chapter presents the summary, general conclusion, recommendation for action as well as recommendations for further studies.
5.2
Summary of the Study
The objectives of this study were to determine the trends of students’ dropout from public secondary schools from 2015 to 2019, to examine how economic status of parents/guardians contribute to the dropout of students in public secondary schools, and to determine measures to alleviate students’ dropout in public secondary schools. The area of reference for this study was in Igunga District and involved four sampled public secondary schools. These were J, R, M and I secondary schools. The study had 205 respondents. These were teachers (N=20), head of school (N=4), WEOs (N=4), students at schools (N=20), parents (N=20) and dropped students (N=20). Questionnaire, interview and documentary review were applied in collecting the data.
This study seemed to be very significant as it could add information on the factors influencing students’ dropout. Under this, education stake holders like teachers, parents, community members, the government and non-governmental organization dealing with education are able to be fully informed on issues related to the trends of dropout, how economic status of parents/guardians contribute to the dropout of students in secondary schools and the ways to alleviate the concerned problem.
5.3 
Summary of the Findings
This study has come out with different issues which are related to the problem and revealing the real effect of parents’ economic status on students’ dropout with their key managerial techniques which need to be applied to do away with dropout. The findings are as follows:

First, the findings posited the trends of students’ dropout from public secondary schools for 5 [2015-2019] years. It was learned that Students’ dropout is highly associated with class and age. The students in lower classes tend to drop more than those in higher classes.
Second, the researcher noted that dropout in public secondary schools is very high, ranging to even more than one third of the entire population. All the sampled schools: J, R, M and I Secondary schools were highly affected by dropout. 

Third, the findings posited that parents/guardians’ economic status influenced students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District. It was found thatdue to financial status of parents; students were forced to dropout from school because parents failed to provide them with basic needs. Many dropped children from these families stayed at home assisting parents doing manual works, small business and some were idle. 

Fourth, the findings posited measures to alleviate students’ dropout from public secondary schools. The measures were based on the need for the public secondary schools to be with hostels and most particularly for girls since they were seen to be at high risk than boys. If this is well administered, with parents contributing little amount of money or free charged it can quickly reduce students’ dropout in schools.
Also, the researcher noted that school feeding programme can be an alternative solution on alleviating students’ dropout in schools. There is a need for the schools to be with food services. Students stay longer time at schools without food and sometimes water. This makes them to be both thirsty and hungry and fail to pay attention to lessons in classrooms.
Another measure that was noted by the researcher was the financial support from the government through TASAF (Tanzania Social Action Fund). Apart from the explained measures above still there were other measures that were highlighted like education which is practical oriented, educating parents on the importance of education, motivation to students with positive results and special program e.g., remedial classes for students with negative results and enforce laws towards those behind students’ pregnancies. 

5.4 
General Conclusions

Generally, the findings show that the dropout of students in public secondary schools is high to about 29% of the population in question. The findings reveal that poor financial status of parents force students to dropout from school because parents fail to provide them with basic needs. Many children from these families who were formerly in school stay at home assisting parents, doing manual works, small businesses and some got nothing to do. It was also observed that perception of parents is formed by number of factors such as education level, interest, income and gender. Majority of parents perceived that children to get education are for their economic gains and well-being. Parents with low income wish their children to get education and earn much in order to improve standard of living.

To alleviate the problem, the study concludes that measures such as school feeding programmes, constructions of hostels, provision of financial support to students from family, improvement of sports and games in schools, fighting against love affairs among students, educating the parents on the importance of education, improving performance and improving learning environment would help to manage dropout of students in secondary schools. 

5.5 
Recommendation of the Study
5.5.1 
Recommendations for Action

Tanzanian government has spent a lot of money on the construction of these public secondary schools in every ward. Community members were fully involved to contribute in building of such schools.  Their effort has frequently been discourage by students’ dropout. The intended aim of constructing these schools has not been reached. 
Therefore, in order to alleviate this problem, it is advised to adhere to the following recommendations:
(i) The government should invest much on hostels construction to ensure that all the public secondary schools are equipped with hostels for both girls and boys. It should also solicit fund to meet hostel expenses. If contribution is necessary, it should be in the capacity of poor families. This will enable majority of students to be accommodated at schools and enable them attend classes and therefore eliminate the cases of dropouts.
(ii) The Government should sensitize the community on the importance of taking their children to school and willingness to incur some necessary expenses not covered by the government like feeding program. Alternatively, the school can initiate food production program as self-reliant program and the government to subsidize. 
(iii) Learning environment should be improved and other stakeholders like heads of schools should work collaboratively with their teachers to make sure that school performance is highly raised yearly. This can help build students’ confidence towards their studies and hence to minimize dropout.
(iv) The society should work cooperatively in addressing students’ problems like shortage of buildings or physical infrastructures and provide teaching materials like books. Children should not be perceived as for one family only instead the whole society needs to know that it is responsible for the betterment of the students.
(v) Students should be committed in studies and use their time efficiently in studying and avoid involving themselves in dangerous activities which would eventually lead them astray; for instance, involving themselves in sexual activities, drug abuse and child labor.
(vi) Teachers should sensitize students on the importance of being educated by using living examples of educated people in the community.  Teachers should also involve parents and the society at around in matters concerning students development and well-being by building friendly environment for students. For instance, avoiding corporal punishments.

(vii) Students as any other human beings face challenges and temptation when their families are in problem. Unsettled family conflicts and instabilities within households affect children mentally. In this case, parents should do their best to reduce their differences and in case it is hard to do so, they must keep their children out of it.
5.5.2
Recommendations for Further Studies

Much has been observed on students’ dropout as discussed above. Together with this information, many issues remain untouched for better understanding the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools. This study recommends the following for further research in order to pacify the problem of dropouts.

(i) A similar study should be conducted for primary schools in Tanzania
(ii) Another study should be conducted to find out if there is a difference in dropouts between secondary schools in urban areas and in rural areas.
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APPENDICIES
Appendix I: Interview Guide for Education Officer (WEOS)
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben, a Masters student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As part of my degree program, I am conducting a research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District. I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task. The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.
PART A: Demographic Information

Please respond by putting a tick (√ ) where appropriate.

i. How old are you?

ii. What is your marital status?

iii. What is your education level?

iv. What is your work experience in the teaching profession?
B: GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. Basing on your experience as the Ward Education Officer comment on the number of students dropped out of school from 2015-2019. 

(i) 2015............................

(ii) 2016............................

(iii) 2017.............................

(iv) 2018.............................

(v) 2019..............................
2. In which family economic status, the dropped students come from

A. High economic status family

B. Middle economic status family

C. Lower economic status family
3. 
To what extent the family economic status affects the student’s attendance?
4. 
Suggest any four ways of combating school dropout in your working area.
(i) ………………………….

(ii) ………………………….

(iii) ………………………….

(iv) ………………………….

Appendix II: Interview Guide for Heads of Schools
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben a Masters student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As part of my degree program, I amconducting a research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at IgungaDistrict. I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task.  The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.
PART A: Demographic Information

Please respond by putting a tick (√ )where appropriate.

(i) How old are you?
(ii) What is your marital status?
(iii) What is your education level?
(iv) What is your work experience in the teaching profession?
PART B: INTERVIEW GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR HEADS OF SCHOOLS
The trends of students’ dropout from (2015-2019)

3. In what category is your school? 
(a) Day school ( ) (b) Boarding school ( ) (c) Both day and boarding ( ) 

4. Basing on your experience as the head of school commenton the number of students dropped out of school from 2015-2019. 
(i) 2015............................
(ii) 2016............................

(iii) 2017.............................

(iv) 2018.............................

(v) 2019..............................
5. In which family economic status,most of the dropped students come from among the following economic status?
A. High economic status family
B. Middle economic status family
C. Lower economic status family
6. What do you think can be done to reduce the problem of students’ dropout from your school?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Appendix III: Questionnaire for Teachers
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben a Masters student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As part of my degree program, I am conducting research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District. I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task.  The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.
PART A: Demographic Information

Please respond by putting a tick (√ ) where appropriate.

(i) Sex: Male (   )    Female   (    )

(ii) Age:  20—25 (   )     26—30  (   )   31—36  (    )   36—40  (    ) 41—45 (  )   above 45 (   )

(iii) Marital status:  Married   (   ) Single   (    ) 

(iv) Academic qualification

Certificate of education (   ) Diploma in education (   )  Degree  of education (   ) Master of education (   )
(v)
Work experience   in the teaching profession.

Between 1—4  years (   )  Between 5—8 years  (   ) Between 9—12 years (   ) Above 12 years  (   )
PART B: questionnaire guiding questions

Factors for students’ dropout 
1. In which family economic status, the dropped students come from
A. High economic status family
B. Middle economic status family
C. Lower economic status family
2. 
What do you think can be done to reduce the problem of students’ dropout from your school?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Appendix IV:  Hojaji kwa Wazazi/Walezi
Naitwa MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben ni mwanafunzi wa shahada ya uzamili katika Chuo Kikuu Huria cha Tanzania; nafanya utafiti kuhusu hali ya uchumi wa familia inavyochangia wanafunzi kuacha shule katika wilaya ya Igunga. Naomba ushirikiano wako katika kukamilisha zoezi hili. Naahidi usiri wa taarifa zote utakazonipatia.
SEHEMU A: Taarifa binafsi
(i) Una umri wa miaka mingapi?
(ii) Hali ya ndoa ikoje?  
(iii) Una elimu gani?
SEHEMU B: Maswali ya mwongozo
1. Nini hali ya familia yako kiuchumi?
A. Ya juu
B. Ya kati
C. Ya chini
2. Una mtoto anayesoma shule ya sekondari? 
3. Hali ya familia yako kiuchumi inaathiri vipi wanafunzi kwenda shule?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. Ni njia/hatua gani zichukuliwe ili kuthibiti tatizo la wanafunzi kuacha shule?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Appendix V: Questionnaires for Teachers
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben a Master student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master Degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As part of my degree program, I am conducting a research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District. I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task.  The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.
PART A: Demographic Information

Please respond by putting a tick (√) where appropriate

(i) 
Sex: Male (  )    Female   (    )

Age:  20—25 years( )     26—30 years  (   )   31—36 years (    )  36—40 years (    )  41—45 years ( )   above 45 years (   )

(ii)
Marital status:  Married ( ) Single   (    ) 

(iii)
Academic qualification

Certificate of education (  ) Diploma in education (   ) Degree of education (   ) Master of education (   )

Any other specify…………………………….......

(iv)
Work experience in the teaching profession

Between 1—4 years (  )Between 5—8 years (   ) Between 9—12 years (   ) Above 12 years.
PART B: Guiding questions
Use the scale below to respond to the questions in the chart provided by putting a tick (√) where appropriate
1. 
According to your experience most students dropped from school belong to which family economic status

A. high economic status family

B. Middle economic status family

C. Low economic status family

2. 
What are the challenges that cause students to drop out from school
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
3.
What measures can be taken to combat dropout from school

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Appendix VI:
Questionnaire Guide for Students at Schools
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben a Masters student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As a part of my degree program, I am conducting research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at IgungaDistrict.I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task.The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.
PART A: Demographic Information

Please respond by putting a tick (√) where appropriate.

i. Sex: Male (   )    Female   (    )

Ii Age: 13- 16 years (   ) 17--20years  (   )     21—24years  (   )  

iii. Class 

Form 1 (   ) form 2(   )  Form 3 (   ) Form Four (   )
RESPOND YES OR NO

1. What is the distance from your home to school in Km

A.0-3km

B.3-6km

C. Above 6

2.Which means of transport do you use to go and return home from school?
A.On foot

B.Bicycle

C.Others

3.(a) Do you get food at school
(A) Yes     

(B) No

(b) If YES in (a) does your parent/guardian contribute food at school

        (A) Yes

         (B) No

4. Do you get your school basic needs on time?
   A. YES

   B. NO

5.What are the ways that can be used to stop drop out at school?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Appendix VII: Interview Guide for Students who dropped from Schools
My name is MUTALEMWA Jesse Reuben a Masters student at Open University of Tanzania; I am pursuing Master degree on Education in Administration, Planning and Policy Studies (MEDAPPS). As a part of my degree program, I am conducting research on the contribution of family economic status on students’ dropout in public secondary schools at Igunga District.I kindly request your cooperation to fulfil my task. The responses given will only be used for analysis purposes and not otherwise and confidentiality will highly be observed.

PART A: Demographic Information

(i) How old are you?

(ii) What is your marital status?

(iii) In which form did you end?
1. What was the distance from your home to school in Km?

2. Which means of transport did you use to go and return home from school?

3. Did you get food at school?

4. Did you get your school basic needs on time?

5. What are the ways that can be used to stop drop out at school?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Appendix I: Documentary Checklist for Heads of Schools
Name of school: ………………………………… Date: ………….………………..

1. ADMISSION BOOK: how many students dropped out from school each year from 2015 - 2019?
	SCHOOL
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	 TOTAL

	
	B
	G
	T
	B
	G
	T
	B
	G
	T
	B
	G
	T
	B
	G
	T
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix IX:  Research Clearance Letter
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14/07/2020,
District Executive Director,

IGUNGA
TABORA.
RE: RESEARCH CLEARANCE

The Open University of Tanzania was established by an act of Parliament no. 17 of 1992, The act became
operational on the 15t March 1993 by public notes No. 55 in the official Gazette. Act number 7 of 1992 has now been
replaced by the Open University of Tanzania charter which is in line the university act of 2005, The charter became
operational on 1<t January 2007. One of the mission objectives of the university is to generate and apply knowledge
through research. For this reason staff and students undertake research acfivities from time to time.

To facilitate the research function, the vice chancellor of the Open University of Tanzania was empowered to issue a
research clearance to both staff and students of the university on behalf of the government of Tanzania and the
Tanzania Commission of Science and Technology.

The purpose of this letter is fo introduce to you Mr. Jesse Reuben Mutalemwa, PG201505863, who is a Master
student at the Open University of Tanzania, By this letter Mr. Jesse Reuben Mutalemwa has been granted
clearance to conduct research in the country. The title of his research is “The Contribution of Family
Economic Status on Students’ Dropout in Public Secondary Schools at Igunga District”. The
research will be conducted in Igunga. The period which this permission has been granted is from 20/07/ 2020 to
18/09/2020.

In case you need any further information, please contact:

The Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic); The Open University of Tanzania; P.O. Box 23409; Dar es Salaam, Tel:
022-2-2668820

We thank you in advance for your cooperation and facilitation of this research activity.

Yours sincerely,

Sz ¢

Prof Hossea Rwegoshora
For: VICE CHANCELLOR
OPEN UNIVERSITY OF TANZANIA
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Unapojibu tafadhari taja

Kumb. Na. HWIG/E.4/2/35 ' 03/09/2020
: Jesse Reuben Mutalemwa,

S.L.P. 27,

IGUNGA.

Yah: KIBALI CHA KUFANYA UTAFITI

Tafadhali husika na mada tajwa hapo juu pia rejea barua yako ya tarehe 27 Agosti, 2020
iliyohusu kichwa cha habari.

2. Napenda kukufahamisha kwamba 6mbi lako limekubaliwa Jesse Reuben Mutalemwa
kufanya utafiti wa The Contribution of Family Economic Status On Students’ Dropout in
Public Secondary Schools' katika ofisi ya.Halmashauri ya Wilaya ya Igunga.

3. Utakapofika katika ofisi hii ufike kwa Mkurugenzr Mtendaji wa Halmashauri ili kupata
utambulisho kwa wahusika wa utafiti.

Julius M. Kiduli . *
Kny MKURUGENZI MTENDAJI
HALMASHAURI YA WILAYA
IGUNGA

Halmashauri ya ‘\/\/ilay_u-,'S.L.'l””] 9, Igtnnga. Sivmt'|:77+72545‘((.J§6)--265001Q. +7255A(4(_325'2é}0-052‘-
Mukushi +255 (026) 2650242, Barua pepe: ded@igungadc.go.tz. Tovuti: http.//www.igungadc 90 17

























































