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ABSTRACT
The study assessed the influence of microcredit initiatives in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. Explanatory design was used through causal relationship testing between study variables in the process of knowledge generation. Three predictor variables were identified for testing on poaching elimination as the dependent variable including promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities. Data were collected from community members as beneficiaries of the micro credits from the sample of 100 respondents through structured questionnaire. The collected results were computed in SPSS data sheet to produce statistical tests to present the findings. Descriptive statistics were used to present the results on profile of the respondents. Also, correlation and multiple regression analysis described the relationship between study variables. Findings showed that all three predicting variables tested namely promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities were found positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination (p<0.05). The implication of the results is that poaching elimination through microcredit measures in communities living around national parks and game reserves is influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities.
Keywords: Microcredits, Poaching, Game Reserve, National Parks.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction
The chapter highlighted the study on the role of microcredits in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. The chapter was described using various sections including the background information, problem statement, research objectives and questions, significance of the study and the organization of the study.

1.2 Background to the Problem

Microcredits is an important initiative that aim to ensure access to finance in form of small loans to the borrowers who cannot issue compliance to the conventional practices (Arp, 2018). This includes individuals or borrowers lacking collaterals and absence of verifiable credit history; as well as lack of steady employments and other requirements. Most of the borrowers in this category are individuals working in the informal sector(s) in various venture(s) which may be situated in urban and rural settings (Cons & Paprocki, 2012). 
Microcredits also operate and exist as the strategy employed by the governments with support of several other non-state actors as a means to alleviate poverty and foster citizen’s empowerment especially assurance on access to finance to the disadvantaged groups in order to engage in various entrepreneurial activities (Arp et al, 2017). Microcredits are essential in several developing states in different parts of the world that they have been playing vital role in facilitating the access of income to various individuals which has been the source of alleviating poverty in various localities and settings (Holvoet, 2019). 
This is certain with the fact that microcredits have enabled many people to engage in various income generating activities through entrepreneurial measures that many have been able to start businesses and pay back the loans and move on with their lives (Fernando, 2016). Also, the initiatives have enabled many to engage in legitimate activities since they have been able to access finances and engage in several other legitimate activities with most being small businesses in various ventures (De la Torre et al, 2017). In addition to that, microcredits have been essential in promoting women empowerment economically in different societies all over the globe especially in developing economies (Arp, 2018). 

This is the case because most of the microcredit beneficiaries are women such that they have been engaging in various activities that have enabled the attainment of financial freedom (Bisen, et al, 2012). This has been contrary to the previous years that women especially in most African societies that socio-cultural practices denied them access major means of production such as land and property ownership including access to own financial resources. This made most of women to become housewives and thus victims of domestic violence and dependents to men as their spouses and living partners (Holvoet, 2019). 
In that case, microcredit initiatives changed the situation in most societies that women have access to finance and economic power to the extent that they have been useful in facilitating families and household support; and several other issues in the society which have been for many years known and thought to be performed by men (Arp, 2018). Regardless of that, microcredits have been useful in changing the lives of many to become good citizens and pursue legitimate activities with respect in the society on moral and ethical accounts. This is the case because some people in the past have been engaged in several immoral and unwanted practices such as prostitution, thefts, banditry, and others (Tonelli & Dalglish, 2012). With microcredits initiatives many have been transformed and engaged in legitimate activities (Holvoet, 2019)
However, among several illegal activities poaching is among them which has been dominant in countries with wild animals and national parks especially in Africa (Somerville, 2017). This has mostly been conducted by the individuals living around the areas as a way to earn living and get adequate food supply of meat (Smith &Bryne, 2018). This in turn has been affecting the existence and continuity of some species among wild animals which has caused governments to take drastic measures to combat the practice. Tanzania in particular is the country which is endured with several national parks and game reserves of adequate sizes with variety of wild animal’s species found in the areas; with several communities living around (Okello & Novelli, 2014). 
Since that is the case, for years poaching has been a major problem leading to the massive loss of wild animals which has endangered the existence of some key animal species in the country such as Rhinoceroses, Buffalos, Elephants and several others (Wamboye, et al, 2020). The situation has been mostly attributed by the life conditions of most people living around the areas that the communities are villages with most being individuals with limited or no income; and living in areas with very limited money circulation (Ibid). In that case, poaching has been the activity enabling many to get access to adequate income as well prestige in the society and the family(s) (Yussuf, 2017). This is the case with the fact that people engaged in poaching in most of such communities are respected and embraced by many including women wishing to be either their spouses or concubines because they have money and assured to provide good and attractive meals to their families (Wamboye, et al, 2020). This has indeed escalated poaching practices among several communities living around the parks and game reserves. 
This in turn caused the government with the assistance of some non-state actors including entities to incorporate several measures to combat poaching in the communities living around the national parks and game reserves (Okello & Novelli, 2014). The government imposed harsh laws and penalties to those caught including fines and imprisonment with the purpose of creating fear to the communities in poaching engagement. However, having realized the economic conditions of the community members several measures were taken by the actors in the area whereas Frankfurt Zoological Society, asnon-governmental organization (NGO)has been among the earliest entity to take action to assure interventions to eliminate poaching in the area (Yussuf, 2017).

The organization in the 2010’s introduced microcredit initiatives which brought about the starting up of the Community Conservation Bank (COCOBA) in the areas which dealt with the provision of microcredits to the community members both men and women to engage themselves in various economic activities to generate income (Gichuru, et al, 2019). This aimed to assure income generation in other ventures which automatically may lead to the refraining from poaching practices. The initiatives consisted of positive results since 2013 whereas Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA) also instituted similar practices in all communities around the national parks all over the country (Okello &Novelli, 2014). 

This is certain because microcredits measures have been perceived to have influence the promotion of entrepreneurial activities in the area among several community members that they have been able to resort in other legal economic activities and refrain from poaching (Mtamakaya, et al, 2018). Also, the initiatives are perceived to have brought about women empowerment in the communities through access to financial resources whereas they are also working and stop being catalyst towards influencing poaching towards men (Okello & Novelli, 2014). Moreover, the initiatives have been the way towards engaging in legitimate activities by the community members since access to finance has opened several other opportunities to be ventured by the community members (Wamboye, et al, 2020). 
This necessitate the need to conduct the study because studies have been massively conducted on microcredit measures in various accounts such as small and medium enterprises (SMEs), non-performing loans (NPL), business expansions, microcredit institutions performance, risk management and others. However, little had been undertaken on microcredit measures towards poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves which was important for the situation to be addressed. 
1.1 Statement of the Problem
The inclusion of microcredit schemes in the community around the national parks and game reserves especially through Community Conservation Banks (COCOBA) and others is assumed to have significant outcomes with regard to poaching elimination (Wamboye, et al., 2020). This is useful since poaching has been long persisting problem in the respective areas with effects on the environment and the well-being of the wild animals in various national parks and game reserves in Tanzania (Yussuf, 2017). 
This has been facilitated with economic conditions of the people living around the areas with the national parks that most are villages with limited money circulations and activities (Bisen, et al, 2012). This has led to the existing and persisting difficulties in economic conditions among the habitats leading to engagement in poaching; since the actors have been generating significant money and wealth to become useful and influential members in their communities (Okello & Novelli, 2014). This attracted society to resort to poaching which was difficult to be halted until necessary measures are employed against the existing economic conditions to foster changes.
This is the case because with limited opportunities for generating income in the areas poaching served as the activity to assure sufficient income generation and prestige in the society which could be difficult to be avoided (Gichuru, et al, 2019). Since the situation persisted in the communities around the national parks the microcredits seems to be means to bring about changes towards poaching practices. The phenomenon was recent and useful for inquiries to be undertaken for the purpose of assuring the outcomes with knowledge being scientifically generated. 
This is evident with several areas where poaching has been successfully eliminated as a result of the measures to foster economic empowerment in the communities engaged in poaching. Martin (2018) suggests measures which enabled the success towards transforming the low land game shooting in England and Wales in 20th Century. The situation was facilitated towards transformation as a result of the opening up of more opportunities and chances for people to get money and access jobs in the urban centres and make good living. This automatically fostered shift of the practice and poaching came to an end automatically in the area. 

In addition to that, Sommerville (2017) also suggest that society transformation is essential and a must to eliminate poaching on economic grounds and measures. This is important because with case in Africa efforts need to be done to assure economic empowerment through microloans measures in communities living around national parks to eliminate poaching. The economic power is important because may foster engagement in the entrepreneurial activities as well as engagement in legitimate practices and women empowerment to act rational and good. 
In that case, this brings the concern to conduct the study because various studies have been undertaken on microcredits initiatives in Tanzania on various areas such as loan repayment by clients, risk management, small and medium enterprises (SMEs), business growth and expansion, and several others. However, little studies have been conducted on microcredit measures towards poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania which is the gap to be filled. Therefore, the study was conducted to assess the role of microcredits initiatives in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. 
1.2 Research Objectives

1.2.1 General Objective

The general objective of the study was to assess the role of micro credits initiatives in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. 

1.2.2 Specific Objectives

i. To determine the extent to which promotion of entrepreneurship eliminates poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves. 

ii. To examine the influence of women empowerment in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves. 

iii. To examine the influence of engagement in legitimate activities in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves. 
1.3 Research Questions

i. To what extent does promotion of entrepreneurship eliminates poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves?

ii. What is the influence of women empowerment in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves?

iii. What is the influence of engagement in legitimate activities in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves?

1.4 Significance of the Study

The study is useful on the ground that it establishes the knowledge gap based on the role of microcredit measures in the elimination of poaching in communities living around the national parks and game reserves. The findings are useful in further evaluation and assessments based on the actual outcomes in the areas useful for the government and several other non-state actors. The study is useful in fostering theoretical contribution because the knowledge which was generated basically serve as the platform to assure that the upsurge of various theories with regard to inquiries to foster theoretical contributions. The study findings are useful in facilitating policy generation and formulation by both the government and stakeholders towards total elimination of poaching. Moreover, the study assured the completion of the program because it is the requirement which must be fulfilled. 
1.5 Scope of the Study

The study was confined in microcredit measures with regard to poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzanian context. The study assured knowledge generation along the line for the purpose of facilitating information gathering process. 

1.6 Organization of the Study

The study was arranged in five chapters whereas the first one presented the overview of the study. The second chapter provides the description of literature review of the study. Chapter three highlighted the methodology of the study. The fourth chapter presented the findings of the study, analysis and discussions. The last chapter presented the summary, conclusion and recommendations, as well as avenues for further studies. 
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Overview
The chapter described the literature review of the study consisting of the definition of key terms, theoretical reviews and the empirical studies. Moreover, the chapter highlights the study variables through the conceptual model. 
2.2 Definition of Key Terms

2.2.1 Microcredits
Microcredits is the practice of issuing lending on loans which are small to the customers perceived as those with no conventional attributes; such as lack of collaterals, lack of sufficient and verifiable credit history and steady or formal employment (Bateman, 2010). Microcredit is basically an initiative especially operating mostly in less developed states as a strategy to alleviate poverty and facilitating economic empowerment of people and communities’ in livelihoods. 

2.2.2 Poaching
Poaching refers to the practice comprising of illegal hunting of wild animals in their respective habitants without permission for personal gains and benefits (Jacoby, 2001). This has been highly destructive practice which has threatened the existence of some species especially those considered highly vulnerable for poaching such as Rhino, Elephants, and others.

2.3 Theoretical Reviews
2.3.1 Bailout Theory
This is theory on finance and financial inclusion which focused on the financial support given to the entity, company, society that is encountering financial bankruptcy (Goodman, 2008). The purpose of bailout is to foster financial support for the entity or country to enable surviving or progress where there is possibility of generating progress in such situations (Chomsky, 2006). Bailout may work and sometimes may not work effectively because it could have positive results and sometimes the opposite due to the situation at hand and the nature of the crisis (Surowiecki, 2008). 
A good example of success was the economic recovery of western European states after the Second World War through Marshall Plan bailout process; that was initiated by the United States through the former International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). The countries were heavily destroyed by the war but United States bailed them out through the bank which was able to restore their economies into successful recovery. This entailed that the bailout was successful towards the targeted goals. The theory is connected to the study in the sense that microcredits initiatives in the communities living around national parks and game reserves are basically the form of bailout at some point because the economic situations and conditions of the people in such communities were not pleasant. In that case, the initiatives target the communities to be assisted through financial boost to engage in other economic activities and get away from poaching. 
2.3.2Welfare Theory
This is an economic theory which emphasizes on the attainment of the government through its apparatus and other actors within to assure that the society and the subjects within with most being the people are served (Blackman &Mukhi, 2010). The theory has been propagated by Carl Rosberg whereas the main standpoint is that welfare is attained by the fact that the government successfully realizes the empirical reality which is the ability to deliver goodies to the public (Moore, 2014). This has been a challenge to several states and governments in the world because they have been qualified under juridical aspects alone with poor on the empirical reality (Cone, 2010). 
The theory emphasize that a government is deemed effective and efficient provided the empirical reality is certain. The theory is connected to the study on the ground that microcredits initiatives in the communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania is the way towards welfare promotion which is the realization of the empirical reality. Since that is the case, the practice on the initiatives has been deemed useful since changes have been noted to occur which is relevant to conduct the study further for verifications. 
2.4 Empirical Studies
Haenlein and Smith (2017) examined the myths and realities towards poaching and wild life trafficking in Africa. Comparative approach was used with assessment on various countries with wild animals and parks in African states with regard to poaching and wild life trafficking. Findings revealed that the reality is that the practices do exist in several communities nearby national parks for economic reasons with mostly to generate money and sustain living. This is the case because the communities in most account are villages whereas the conditions of life are poor and unfriendly leading to the engagement in poaching to sustain living. Despite that, there are several measures that have been employed within states to combat poaching with some being empowering communities economically especially the people through microcredits measures to facilitate them engaging in other activities; and refrain from poaching. This has been successful in several parts. However, the practice has been and still is taking place in Tanzania that with little studies in the area the inquiry was conducted to address the situation. 
Smith & Byrne (2018) assessed the process and practices used to combat rural crime in England. The study was conducted in the area using survey design with the findings revealing that rural crime in England has been illegal poaching which had been done several years ago in the free lands for animals to live and grow and the owned estates. Though harsh penalties were imposed to those caught but still the practice continued until the government decided to empower the communities economically and were successfully moved to other areas especially towns and cities and engaged in other activities such as entrepreneurship, others were employed leading to the elimination of poaching completely. However, similar response are taking place in Tanzania towards eliminating poaching in communities living around the area. With little studies focused in the area the inquiry was conducted to address the situation.  
Sommerville, (2017) assessed the rationale towards escalation of poaching in Africa in search for ivory. The study was conducted using comparative analysis in various contexts. Findings revealed that poaching is facilitated basically by the desire to generate more income because indigenous communities living around the areas with animals are rural with poverty being the common feature. This fosters poaching as the means to generate sufficient income among the indigenous and other actors with more gain financially through the practice. This brings the need to conduct the study in Tanzania because the situation is almost similar with communities living around the national parks that with microcredits initiatives the situation is assumed to change with regard to poaching. The study was articulated to address the situation. 

Gray (2016) examined the reactions of the government towards poaching in the 15th C and 16th C fostering its total elimination among the communities and people in England. The study was conducted using desk review with the findings revealing that in England as poaching was severe the government imposed harsh laws and punishments to those caught including death sentence at the time. However, the practice ended when economic initiatives were undertaken by the government to support the generation of economic opportunities to foster people engaged in other income generating activities as alternatives through industrial revolution and get away from poaching. This automatically led to the decline of the practice. This justified the need to conduct the study in Tanzania because similar practices are taking place today to eliminate poaching that with little studies being conducted the inquiry was performed to address the gap in the area. 
Lemieux & Clarke (2019) assessed the international ban on ivory trade with implication to halt poaching in Africa. The study employed comparative analysis with findings showing that the ban may not be a permanent solution because other markets and ways to create demand may be generated. The study recommend that the communities engaged in poaching should be focused and supported with livelihood measures to engage with other income generating activities and get away from poaching. This could be a long term and permanent solution to the problem and not otherwise. This signifies the need to conduct the study in Tanzania because Tanzania measures have been taken by the government and non-state actors to support communities around the national parks to engage in other activities and refrain from poaching. With little studies in the area the inquiry was conducted to address the gap. 
Martin (2018) examined the efforts towards transformation of low land game shooting in England and Wales in the Twentieth century. The study used survey approach by means of secondary sources. Findings indicated that the transformation was facilitated by the decision towards attracting people engaged in other activities; by opening up opportunities to invest and gather income and resources in more legitimate manner than through poaching practices. This worked well and many refrained from shooting and engaged in other legitimate activities. This fostered the need to conduct the study in Tanzania since similar measures have been instituted by the government and non-state actors supporting the government. With less studies in the area the inquiry was conducted to address the situation. 
Dobson and Lynes (2018) examined how poaching affect the size of national parks in terms of ecology. The study was conducted in United Kingdom (UK) using survey approach with the findings indicated that the species disappear by being killed and also some migrate in fear of the practice since they understand and sense. This automatically after sometime fosters some of the attractions to disappear in the national parks which become a crisis. However, the study recommend further that the situation can be eradicated by working on the communities of the indigenous in the areas because once they are empowered economically they may resort to other activities and put an end to poaching. This has been effected by Tanzanian government with the assistance of other development partners in the communities living around the national parks. With little studies on the area the inquiry was conducted to address the situation. 
Fernando (2016) assessed the relevance of microcredits on the solutions towards socio-cultural challenges among people and the public in societies. The study employed comparative approach in Asian contexts with the results indicated that microcredits have been instrumental in shaping and changing the lives of many in societies through entrepreneurial activities and access to income and engage in income generating activities. This is an important initiative in Asian environments whereas the study further recommended that it is essential for the microcredit initiatives to be assessed in other issue of sensitivity. This fostered the conduct of the study because in responding to this the focus of the study was on poaching elimination in Tanzanian context. 

Arp et al (2017) examined the role of microfinance entities in facilitating poverty alleviation. The study employed comparative approach since the inquiry was undertaken by the United Nations in several contexts. Findings revealed that microfinance measures are useful means in poverty alleviation as they foster economic empowerment and finance access among people and groups which transform their lives. In that case, the study recommended that microfinance measures should be assessed further on complex encounters regarding their eradication which fostered the undertaking of the study in Tanzanian context with the focus towards poaching elimination. 
2.5 Conceptual Framework
This is the model describing the variables of the study with the way they may influence one another in the process of knowledge generation. The variables constitute of the independent ones and the dependent.
2.5.1 Operationalization of Variables
The framework comprises the description of the study on assessing the role of microcredits initiatives towards poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. The assumption of the study is that poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves is influenced with microcredits measures. Therefore, three predicting variables have been identified which were stated in the manner that; 

2.5.1.1 Promotion of Entrepreneurship and Poaching Elimination
The key issue is that poaching elimination in communities around national parks may be facilitated by microcredits measures through promotion of entrepreneurship (Holvoet, 2019). This is certain with the fact that communities are rural with limited opportunities to generate income which escalate poaching as the source for generating sufficient among community members. With microcredits community members have access to income to engage in other activities besides poaching. Hence the hypothesis was stated in the manner that; 

H1: Promotion of entrepreneurship positively influences poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. 

2.5.1.2 Women Empowerment and Poaching Elimination
The assumption is that poaching elimination in communities around national parks in Tanzania is facilitated by women empowerment through microcredits initiatives (Arp, 2018). This is the case because through microloans women are able to access economic power and resources to engage in activities to generate income and stop being dependent to men as bread winners. The situation in the past had been facilitating poaching because women were the best catalyst in the societies to influence poaching. Therefore, the hypothesis was stated as follows. 

H2: Women empowerment positively influence poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. 
2.5.1.3 Engagement in Legitimate Activities and Poaching Elimination
The assumption is that poaching elimination in communities around national parks in Tanzania is facilitated with engagement in legitimate activities through microcredit measures (Yussuf, 2017). This is due to the fact that with microcredits individuals in the areas have been able to access financial resources and engage in other legitimate activities since they are the best alternatives to avoid poaching. Hence, the hypothesis was stated as follows. In that note, the description of the variables is illustrated using figure 2.1 
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Figure 2.1: Conceptual Framework

Source: Researcher (2021)
H3: Engagement in legitimate activities positively influence poaching elimination in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Overview
The chapter described the methodology which was employed as the actual procedures and steps to be undertaken and followed systematically to accomplish the study. Therefore, the methodology comprised the following. 

3.2 Research Paradigm

This refers to the philosophy that is being used in the study (Creswell, 2012). The philosophy varies based on the nature of the study and the reality under study. Therefore, the study used positivism philosophy because was objectively conducted with knowledge gathered through study hypotheses. Positivism research approach enabled the collection of large data from a given sampled population (Saunders et al., 2016). Additionally, the positivist paradigm enables testing of hypothesis and eventually rejection of a null hypothesis with confirmation based on significance level of a t-test (Hair et al., 2010). Hence, the researcher could test the validity and reliability using quantitative method and validation of instruments thereof. Data analyzed in this manner is argued to have more coherence and fosters generalization better than using small sample sizes (Hair et al., 2010, Saunders et al., 2016). The next subsection discussed the research design which is the actual process of how the research was done.
3.3 Research Design
This entails the way which the information to fill the gap is gathered (Creswell, 2014). The designs vary depending on the nature of the study and its requirements. Therefore, the study used quantitative design and or approach because the facts to fill the gap were obtained through causal relationship approach which is relationship testing between study variables. This is conducted to facilitate information generation process to fill the study gap. This in turn fostered the use of positivism philosophy because the study was objectively conducted using study hypotheses signifying the focus on the quantitative approach. 
3.4 Study Area
The study was conducted in Northern Serengeti Zone because the area comprises several communities around Serengeti National park and Ikorongo Game Reserve which has been active for poaching with microcredits initiatives being executed to a great scale with aim of combating poaching. Also, the selection of the area was essential in assuring adequate generation of information to address the study gap. 

3.5 Data Types
The study used primary data in facilitating knowledge generation process. The primary information were collected from the field as fresh hand information through the respondents selected for the study. 

3.6 Population of the Study
The study comprised of the beneficiaries as community members in the area that have been assisted and still being assisted with Community Conservation Bank (COCOBA) in the respective selected area. In that case, with the recent statistics there are 1000beneficiaries assisted by the initiatives at the moment. With that, the sample size was derived from the population.  
3.7 Sampling and Sample Size
The section comprised of different categories in line with the sampling pattern such as the unit of inquiry, sample size and sample selection techniques. In that case, since the study comprised of the beneficiaries in the selected area and the community(s) whereas the unit of analysis consisted of the individuals.

3.7.1 Sample Size
The study consisted of the beneficiaries of the initiatives because they were participants useful to foster the generation of adequate and reliable data. They consisted of 100 respondents from the area. The sample size was derived through Webb (1991) suggesting that with the area population being 100-1000, 10% serve as the sample size. Once the population of the area is between 1000-2000, 5% is appropriate measure of sample size. With the population being above 2000, then 1% may be adequate sample size. Since that is the case, the population of the areas consisted of 938 beneficiaries whereas the selected sample size was accurate. 

3.7.2 Sample Selection Techniques
The study sample size was selected through random sampling technique because all participants had a chance of being included in the study since they were skilled and knowledgeable on the issue under study. 

3.8 Data Collection
Since the study employed the use of primary data in filling the study gap and causal relationship approach, structured questionnaires were used as the data collection instrument. This was attributed by the fact that the study required measurable and quantifiable data which could only be gathered through structured questionnaires. This was the case because the structured questionnaires were included with set of measurements on the variables to generate such data whereas specifically the study include 5 pointLikert scale measurements. The measurements were in a scale of five ranging from strongly agree to disagree. 

3.9 Validity and Reliability
Validity and reliability are data quality measurements which were performed in the study. Validity was first performed to generate accuracy on the study variables and ensure validation of the data collection instrument as the questionnaire. This was performed through pre-testing of the questionnaire. Reliability was conducted later after data collection and computation whereas it was performed to ensure consistence on the study variables through Cronbach Alpha test measurements. In that note, the results are shown in Table 3.1 
Table 3.1: Cronbach Alpha Test

	StudyVariables
	Cronbach’sAlpha

	PromotionofEntrepreneurship
	0.765

	WomenEmpowerment
	0.819

	EngagementinLegitimateActivities
	0.781

	PoachingElimination
	0.743


Source: Field Data (2021)
The resultsintable 3.1 revealed the reliability outcome on the study variables that it signifies that all study variables are reliable with high level of consistence. This is the case because the alpha coefficients have surpassed 0.7 which is certain that the variables are reliable. This is further acknowledged with Creswell (2014) stating that in determining reliability on variables of the study using alpha values once the coefficients are greater than 0.7 then they are reliable with vice versa being certain. 
3.10 Data Cleaning 

The study results were cleaned by means of coding through the filling of the results in the data collection software (SPSS). The results were assessed further for clarity consistence and declared useful for usage in the generation of analysis. 

3.11 Data Analysis
The study facts which were collected from the field were quantitatively grouped in the SPSS data sheet version 23.0 whereas significant statistical measurements were tested to generate sufficient measurements to present the primary data in ensuring knowledge gap filling. Since that is the case, descriptive statistics were derived to describe the characteristics of the respondents. In addition to that, correlation and multiple regression analysis were derived as well to show the causal relationship testing in ensuring knowledge gap filling. Data cleaning was done though ‘explore command in the SPSS’ to detect items with extreme values. All items with extreme values are deleted to avoid extortion of data. Similarly, all questionnaires that were not filled in well were eliminated.  The study was quantitative. In that case, the description was further illustrated by the model that;

PE= βo + β1PE + β2WE + β3ELA + e 

Where by  

PE = Poaching Elimination
βo = Constant factor

β1PE = Promotion of Entrepreneurship
β2WE= Women Empowerment
β3ELA = Engagement in Legitimate Activities
e = Random variable

3.12 Ethical Consideration
Ethics were adhered in the sense that the document corresponded with originality requirements that was not a plagiarized work. The study was conducted based on the regulations of the university set in the prospectus. The collection of the data was done based on the permission granted by the university as being the clearance letter. Furthermore, informed consent was used to the respondents with confidentiality being respected on the information of the respondents. 
CHAPTER FOUR
STUDY FINDINGS, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS
4.1 Overview
The chapter highlighted the results of thestudy collected from the field on the issue under study. They were supported with analysis and relevant discussions in line with the relationship between study variables. Therefore, the chapter consisted of the following. 

4.2 Respondents Profile
The section described the overview of the respondents as beneficiaries using the variables of age, gender and education levels of the respondents. In that note, table 4.1 illustrated the findings as follows.
Table 4.1: Profile of the Respondent

	Variables
	Frequencies
	Percentages

	Gender

Male 
Female 

Total
	71

29

100
	71%

29%

100%

	Age 

21-30

31-40

41-50

51+

Total
	7

32

44

17

100
	7%

32%

44%

17%

100%

	Education

Primary Education

Secondary Education

Diploma

First Degree

Master’s Degree

Total
	31

46

6
9
8
100
	31%

46%

6%

9%

8%
100%


Source: Field Data (2021)
The findings in table 4.1 indicated the profile of the respondents that with gender of the participant’s male respondents include 71% while female respondents include 29%. The implication is that communities living around national parks and game reserves consist of individuals both men and women. This is acknowledged with Somerville (2017) suggesting all communities regardless of their settings and composition consist of people as both men and women. This include areas around the national parks that people live there and earn living based on the conditions available in the area. 
Apart from that, with age of the respondents 7% of the respondents had 21-30 years of age, while 32% had 31-40 years of age, 44% had 41-50 years of age and 17% had 51 and above years. This implies that individuals within communities around national parks and game reserves consist of people with varying age groups from children all the way to the adults. This is supported with Smith and Bryne (2018) suggesting that any community including those within parks and game reserves all over comprise of people in all age groups from the young ones to the aged groups. 
Moreover, with education level of the respondents’ findings indicate that 31% of the participants had primary education level, while 46% had secondary education, 6% had diploma education, 9% had first degree and 8% had masters’ education. The implication is that in Tanzania most communities consist of almost all categories of individuals in terms of formal education possession with varying levels of attainment. This entails that some are highly educated and others partially educated and some are not educated formally at all. The assertion is supported with Okello and Novelli (2014) suggesting that communities within and around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania in most account are considered residing in remote areas but individuals vary in the attainment of formal education level.This is to say that some are well educated and others partial and some as well could none educated on formal account. 
4.3Analysis on Study Variables

The analysis on study variables is described through mean and standard deviation and also by means of inferential analysis by using correlation and multiple regression with the ilustration being conducted in the following manner;
4.3.1 Meanand Standard Deviation

The analysis is described to show the predicting variable with strong influence towards dependent variable and opinion level of the respondents. In that case, table 4.2 describe the results. 
Table 4.2: Meanand Standard Deviation
	Study Variables
	Mean 
	Standard Deviation 

	Poaching Elimination
	3.128
	1.1106

	PromotionofEntrepreneurship
	3.641
	1.1557

	WomenEmpowerment
	3.553
	1.1403

	EngagementinLegitimateActivities
	3.482
	1.1315


Source: Field Data (2021)
The findings in table 4.2 describe results on mean and standard deviation that with mean promotion of entrepreneurship has stronger influence to the dependent variable than the rest of other independent variables with larger mean value of 3.641. The implication is that poaching elimination through microcredit measures in communities around national parks and game reserves is strongly influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship. However, with standard deviation the outcome is that variance between variables is minimal with values being less than 3 which signifies respondent’s views did not differ much. 
4.3.2 InferentialAnalysis
The analysis is conducted to describe the relationship between study variables using correlation and multiple regrssion. In that case, model summary is preceded first to determine the entire influence of the predictors to the dependent variable. Hence, table 4.3 described the results.
Table 4.3: Model Summary Test

	Model 
	R 
	R Square 
	Adjusted R Square 
	Standard Error of Estimate 
	Change Statistics 
	Durbin- Watson 

	1
	.773
	.612
	.597
	53.844
	.562
	68.537
	.000
	1.629


Source: Field Data, 2021
Independent Variables: Promotion of Entrepreneurship, Women Empowerment and Engagement in Legitimate Activities 
Dependent Variable: Poaching Elimination
The findings in model summary clearly indicate the whole influence of the predictors to the dependent variable through the R2 test. Therefore, the model reveals that poaching elimination through microcredit initiatives in communities around national parks and game reserves is influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities by 61.2%. This signifies that the assumptions are positive and being realized or attained. 
4.3.2.1 Correlation Analysis

The analysis is performed to describe the predicting variable correlating best than others on the dependent variable with table 4.4 illustrating the results.
Table 4.4: Correlation Analysis

	 
	Poaching Elimination
	Promotion of Entrepreneurship
	Women Empowerment
	Engagement in Legitimate Activities

	Person corr.
	Poaching Elimination
	1
	0.517
	0.421
	0.326

	
	Promotion of Entrepreneurship
	0.517
	1
	0.02
	0.037

	
	Women Empowerment
	0.421
	0.16
	1
	0.102

	
	Engagement in Legitimate Activities 
	0.326
	0.129
	0.008
	1


Source: Field Data (2021)
The findings of the study on correlation reveal that promotion of entrepreneurship as the predicting variable correlate best than other independent variables as it constitute higher correlation value of 0.517. The implication is that poaching elimination in Tanzania through micro credit measures in communities around national parks and game reserves is influenced mostly with promotion of entrepreneurship than women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities. Though the correlation is positive the coefficient is small which signifies that there is no multicollinearity which is a problem that is sorted with multiple regression. 
4.3.2.2 Multiple Regression Analysis

Multiple regression is conducted to describe the individual influence of each predicting variable to the dependent variable as well as correcting the multicollinearity error. Hence, table 4.5 illustrate the findings. 
Table 4.5: Multiple Regression Analysis

	Model 
	Unstandardized coefficients
	Standardized Coefficients
	T
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. error 
	Beta 
	
	

	(constant)
	-15.624
	5.537
	
	-1.216
	.000

	PromotionofEntrepreneurship
	.098
	.005
	.541
	12.501
	.014

	WomenEmpowerment
	3.232
	.235
	.524
	12.362
	.029

	EngagementinLegitimateActivities
	3.468
	.226
	.506
	12.273
	.031


Source: Field Data (2021)
The findings in table 4.5 provide facts on multiple regression analysis showing that the predicting variables namely promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities are positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination as the dependent variable with p<0.05. The implication of the results is that poaching elimination through microcredit measures in communities living around national parks and game reserves is influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities. This further reveals that multicollinearity error has been resolved. 

4.4 Discussion of Findings
4.4.1 Promotion of Entrepreneurship and Poaching Elimination

The findings indicated that promotion of entrepreneurship as the predicting variable is positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination with p<0.05. This signifies that poaching elimination through microcredit initiatives in communities living around national parks and game reserves is influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship. The assertion is supported with Moore (2014) suggesting that communities that have been engaged in poaching around the parks are situated mostly in rural and remote such that poaching is/was the activity that assures generation of income. However, with microcredit measures it has been a catalyst to boost entrepreneurial activities in the communities by the people which has been useful to assure diversion from poaching to the entrepreneurial practices. Also, Arp et al (2017) suggest that microcredit efforts in various areas and ventures are essential in communities all over the foster engagement of the individuals in the entrepreneurial activities. This assures the focus of the people in such ventures with positive results in the welfare pattern. 
4.4.2 Women Empowerment and Poaching Elimination

The study findings indicated that women empowerment as the predicting variable is positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination with p<0.05. This entails that poaching elimination in Tanzania through microcredit measures in communities living around national parks and game reserves is influenced with women empowerment. This is supported with Lemiuux and Clarke (2019) that communities around national parks in African countries where poaching has been a threat has been influenced with women as facilitators of men to foster the practice to feed their families and achieve the best in life. 

In that case, with microcredit measures women have also been empowered economically through various entrepreneurial activities leading to low focus on influencing poaching culminating to its decline. Also, Somerville (2017) suggest that microcredit measures in communities affected with poaching has been useful towards empowering women economically to the extent that they have been instrumental in discouraging poaching practices. 
4.4.3 Engagement in the Legitimate Activities and Poaching Elimination

The study findings indicated that engagement in legitimate activities as the predictor is positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination with p<0.05. The implication is that poaching elimination through microcredit measures in Tanzania in communities around national parks and game reserves is influenced with engagement in legitimate activities. The claim is supported with Gray (2016) suggest that microcredit measures have been essential in fostering poaching elimination since it has been enabling people to change and conduct legitimate practices and not otherwise. This fosters the combat of poaching provided that the practice is sustainable. 
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Overview
The chapter described the summary of the entire study, conclusion and recommendations based on the study results and their implications. Furthermore, the chapter presented the areas for further studies to highlight other avenues for further inquiries. 

5.2 Summary of Findings
The study assessed the influence of microcredit initiatives in eliminating poaching in communities around national parks and game reserves in Tanzania. The study employed explanatory design with its conduct being based on causal relationship approach. Three predicting variables were identified for testing on poaching elimination including promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities. Data were collected from community members as beneficiaries of the micro credits in the area from the sample of 100 respondents through structured questionnaire. 
The results were computed in SPSS data sheet to produce statistics to present the results. Descriptive statistics were used to present the facts on profile of the respondents with correlation and multiple regressions describing the relationship between study variables. Findings shows that the three predicting variables namely promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities were positive with significant effect statistically on poaching elimination (p<0.05). The implication is that poaching elimination through microcredit measures in communities living around national parks and game reserves is influenced with promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities.
5.2.1 Promotion of Entrepreneurship

This is the reality because the areas around national parks and game reserves in Northern Serengeti the fact that they are rural consisted of limited financial capital to engage in other activities. Therefore, microcredit measures have been a solution to the entrepreneurial ventures that enable the reduction and finally elimination of poaching to a great scale in the area by the locals or habitants of the area. 

5.2.2 Women Empowerment

The reality on the ground that has been that microcredit measures in the area have brought about avenues for women to engage in activities and acquire financial possession. This has reduced their total dependence to men as their spouses and enables the halting of pressure towards men to engage in poaching to earn living for the families. 

5.2.3 Engagement in Legitimate Activities
Microcredit measures have been essential in fostering many within the communities to engage in legitimate activities and play legal in their lives. This is the case because community members have been able to acquire capital and resources to engage in other economic activities which are legal within the area and prosper in life without concentrating on poaching which is illegal. 
5.3 Conclusion
Poaching elimination is indeed facilitated by microcredit measures in communities around national parks and game reserves through promotion of entrepreneurship, women empowerment and engagement in legitimate activities. This is the case because the variables have been generated positive with significant effect statistically. Besides that, the initiatives have been encountering challenges because the credits are required to be paid back for others to be landed and the entity gather resources. However, this has been a challenge because it has implications on the sustainability of the initiatives. 
5.4 Recommendations
Since that is the concern, the study recommends that the facilitators should train the subjects well prior to the issuance of the returns because the income need to multiply and assure lending to others. This is essential to foster commitment and way forward towards success to the extent that it is necessary to assure that the results are attained in the manner which is positive. The study also recommend that the lenders should be keen in making follow ups in the investments to assure that all that are supported engage in activities with no possibility of ever returning to be engaged in poaching. This is important to avoid those who may be willing to sabotage the efforts and gather the money while continue with poaching practices. 

5.6 Areas for Further Studies
The study is conducted using quantitative approach with causality testing being the model towards information gathering process. Despite that, the other inquiry may be conducted using qualitative approach in facilitating information gathering process. The study was conducted on microcredit measures influence on poaching elimination. However, the other inquiry may be conducted on microcredit measures on other sector entities performance which are unique.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1: QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent
Kindly assist in responding to the questions within the document. I am a Masters student gathering opinions to be able to successfully complete the study. Therefore, the document is basically for academic purposes with none of any information to expose the identity of the respondents may be revealed. Thank you in advance.  

Part I: General Information

Kindly tick (√) the appropriate category among the available choices. 

1. What is your Gender?

a. Male

b. Female
2. Kindly indicate the Age group you belong to.

a. 21-30

b. 31-40

c. 41-50

d. 50+
3. Kindly indicate the highest Education Level you have attained

a. Bachelor Degree

b. Masters and Above

c. Diploma

d. Certificate

e. Secondary Education

f. Primary Education

g. No formal education

h. Other(specify) …………………………………………………….

First Objective: Promotion of Entrepreneurship and Poaching Elimination
The following are the attributes of promotion of entrepreneurship on poaching elimination which are rated in Likert scale format seeking your response. Kindly indicate your agreement or disagreement to the following statements by inserting a tick (√) in the appropriate box using the following scale:
     Strongly Agree     Agree        Disagree     Strongly Disagree     Don’t Know

                   1                    2                  3                         4                              5     

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
	Entrepreneurship serve as the venture besides poaching.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	This is an alternative to refrain from poaching activities.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Entrepreneurship is the target set to foster poaching elimination in the communities. 
	
	
	
	
	


Second Objective: Women Empowerment and Poaching Elimination
The following are the attributes of women empowerment on poaching elimination which are rated in Likert scale format seeking your response. Kindly indicate your agreement or disagreement to the following statements by inserting a tick (√) in the appropriate box using the following scale:

 Strongly Agree      Agree        Disagree     Strongly Disagree     Don’t Know

                  1                     2                   3                           4                           5

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
	Women access to financial resources reduces their influence on poaching.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Women financial power fosters other tasks and refrain poaching influence.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Poaching has been reduced and eliminated as a result of women economic emancipation in the communities. 
	
	
	
	
	


Third Objective: Engagement in Legitimate Activities and Poaching Elimination
The following are the attributes of engagement in legitimate activities on poaching elimination which are rated in Likert scale format seeking your response. Kindly indicate your agreement or disagreement to the following statements by inserting a tick (√) in the appropriate box using the following scale:
Strongly Agree      Agree        Disagree     Strongly Disagree     Don’t Know

            1                     2                   3                           4                           5

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
	Poaching has been replaced by other legitimate activities.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Microcredits have foster the flourish of other activities serving as alternative to poaching.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Microcredits has enable the engagement of community to enrol with other activities which eliminate poaching.
	
	
	
	
	


Dependent Variable: Poaching Elimination
The following are the attributes of poaching elimination which are rated in Likert scale format seeking your response. Kindly indicate your agreement or disagreement to the following statements by inserting a tick (√) in the appropriate box using the following scale:
Strongly Agree      Agree        Disagree     Strongly Disagree     Don’t Know

             1                     2                   3                           4                           5

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
	Poaching elimination through microcredit initiatives in Tanzania is facilitated with promotion of entrepreneurship in the respective communities. 
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Poaching elimination through microcredit initiatives in Tanzania is facilitated with women empowerment in the respective communities.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Poaching elimination through microcredit initiatives in Tanzania is facilitated with engagement in legitimate activities community members.
	
	
	
	
	


Thank you for your Time
TIME AND FINANCIAL BUDGET

 ACTION PLAN

	Activity
	Duration

	Proposal development, writing, corrections and submission
	One Month

	Field work – Data collection, Data analysis
	One Month

	Final dissertation writing, review, corrections and submission
	One Month


Budget

	Item(s)
	Time Allocated
	Amount

	Proposal Preparation
	 One Month
	100,000/=

	Corrections
	One week
	50,000/=

	Data Collection
	One Week
	300,000/=

	Data Analysis
	One Week
	50,000/=

	Dissertation Writing and Submission
	One Month
	300,000/=

	TOTAL
	        -
	800,000/=
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