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ABSTRACT

This study focused on investigating the challenges facing family integration for street children in Tanzania. The study employed a case study design through the use ofprimary data obtained through questionnaires and interviews from 188 respondents including street children, parents, government officers and social and community workers from NGOs and relief organisations. However, to some points, secondary data were used in data analysis. The main findings of the study show that, there is poor family integration in the country leading to rising trend of street children in urban areas especially Dar es salaam city. The efforts to reintegrate children back to their families have been constrained by limited budget allocation from the central government to municipal councils who face the problem directly; lack of cooperation among the stakeholders; and poverty among families failing them to take care of their children when are reintegrated back to their families. The study recommends for a joint effort from multiple stakeholders including the government, NGOs, media and the community to join hands in making improvements of parental care; increase awareness campaigns to both parents and children; increase counseling centers for street children; economic empowerment to communities; facilitating dialogue among key players including the government, NGOs, and international bodies to build a multidisciplinary network.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study 

The problem of street children has become a worldwide major concern. Tens of millions of children live on the streets of different cities according to UNICEF (2012). Generally, a mixture of numerous factors underlines children's vulnerability, including lack of parental care, natural disasters, violence, internal migration, and HIV and AIDS (Williamson and Greenberg 2010). Street children are among the most vulnerable groups at risk for different kinds of violence. Among the factors that make street children vulnerable to different kinds of violence are the lack of resources for education, family safety, health care and shelter. Mains 

A street Child is any child on the street who works and lives there. Like a modern day nomad, they are highly mobile and can alternate between living on the streets and living with family members. In most cities , particularly third world cities, the phenomenon of street children has become a common feature of the urban landscape; they are the shadowy presence that fills the context of everyday life, doing odd jobs, scavenging for food, begging and stealing (www.unicri.it). There are different meanings for the children living on the streets. One of the meanings is that they are all the young boys and girls who have taken the streets as their dwelling place or source of living or both. 
Whether they maintain ties with their families or not, these children are inadequately protected, supervised and directed by responsible adults, they are left on their own. 
The street children represent a worldwide phenomenon amid their cultural differences. Literature reviews shows the experiences of street children are strikingly similar, while there are numerous countries and regions that have different frameworks of the current street children policy (De Brito, 2014). 

In most African cities and towns, the presence of large numbers of children on the streets in urban areas is now a growing issue. Although conditions on the street are complicated, there are several complex explanations for the children going there. Most are voluntary runaways fleeing family difficulties, as home-level problems can also be linked to more systemic and fundamental issues at neighbourhood and even societal levels, where street children are regarded by society as victims, criminals and naughty (Friberg &Matinsson, 2017). 

Most studies show that, agrowing number of children have been forced to live in streets dues to harsh treatment they received from their families. As a result, rape, violence, crime, and other unlawfully acts are increasing among street children in developed countries as well as developing ones. The number of street children worldwide is almost impossible to know, but the global epidemic of street children is growing as the population of the world increases. Walking up and down of the major streets in cities you will find them roaming around or gathering in small groups(De brito, 2014).

The population of street children punctuating the urban morphology worldwide is almost impossible to know; nevertheless, the United Nations estimates the numbers to be around 150 million, and swelling daily as postulated. Currently there are approximately over 400 million children living on the street in the world today (International Street Children ISK, 2016). The number has increased in recent decades because of political turmoil, civil unrest, family breakdowns and death of parents, war, poverty, natural disasters, HIV/AIDs, rapid industrialization or simply social economic collapse. Many destitute children are forced to eke out a living on the streets scavenging, begging and hawking in the slums of polluted cities of the developing world. United Nations (UN) estimates that, only 20 % of children who call streets their homes live without their families (UN, 2012).

Although children living on the street’s phenomenon are a global concern, it is more prominent in Latin America, Asia and Africa. In South America alone, there are at least 40 million children with majority living on the streets of Mexico City, in Asia, 25 million children and Europe approximately 26 million while the estimates in most countries have fluctuated widely. In Brazil, the exact number of children living on the streets is not known. The figures range between 200,000 and 1 million, according to unofficial estimates, although that figure does not generally equate to the figure of children living on the streets. These children fall within the ages of ten to eighteen. These children do their best to survive, from selling sweets on street corners, shoe shining and watching parked cars, to drug peddling, petty theft and prostitution (UN, 2012).

Many studies have indicated that, many street children come from structurally disadvantaged homes with poor living conditions. The main causes being contributed by parental loss through deaths or shortages of housing force children to the streets in order to survive. According to Lansdown, (2010) street life is an adaptive response to stress experienced by families living in poor conditions. The move onto the streets can represent a desire to take control and displace old values and habits with new ones.

In Africa also, the phenomenon of street children is also at high alarming rate as it increases every day. Due to poverty, abuse, political turmoil and HIV/AIDS, UNICEF (2010) estimated that there are over 32 million children living on the streets in the African region. It is estimated that 450,000 children live on the streets of Ethiopia and 35,000 in Sudan, Angola 10,000, Ghana 30,000 and Zambia 1.5 million children. During Rwanda and Burundi genocides in 1994, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) (2010) argued that, street children’s in Tanzania will be numbered approximately 17,000 in the year of whom 11,000 approximately will be dwelling in Dar es Salaam city alone. It is plausibly assumable that the actual contemporary street children population in Tanzania may have transcended the 000 digits. 
In Kenya, children living on the streets are referred to as ―chokora or ―mapipa which are Kiswahili words that literary mean ―... one who scavenges and eats from garbage bins. The exact number of children living on the streets and their families is unknown. However, Kenya is estimated to host more than 300,000 children and youth on the streets. Of this, 60,000 children are estimated to be living on the streets in Nairobi. The estimated censured numbers of children living on the streets are often unreliable due to the fluidity of this population, thus data are inadequate, and the population tends to be underestimated (UNICEF, 2010). With this in mind, it is arguable that the street children phenomenon has reached epidemic levels both globally and locally argues that street children searching for their livelihoods have become an indelible mark in the cityscape of most developing countries; Tanzania included.

In Tanzania, Dar es Salaamhas been a city of destination for most street children in the country. Studies shows that majority of them are promised a good life by their peer groups, however things turns out to be worse after they arrive in Dar es salaam. This has led to street children engage in very risky jobs as life becomes even more unbearable. Most of the street children are employed as child labourers, while other find their own self-sustaining petty jobs such as shoe polishing, wiping wind screens on vehicles on the roads and car parks, begging and others become thieves who pick pockets (Mbashiru, 2012). They are also linked to bad behaviors such as drug abuse, theft, and sex works (Amury and Komba, 2010).

Currently various efforts have been done worldwide to reduce the number of street children, one among them including street children family integration or assimilation system in which the street children or child is being adopted by a certain family member and raise them through provision of basic needs such as food, health, shelter and education. However, it is not clearly stated whether these street children’s family assimilation or integration program has clearly encountered the challenges faced by these street children hence raise a need to conduct a study titled street children experiences of family integration in Tanzania, basing on Dar es Salaam city as a case study.

Tanzania government aligned with international and regional treaties such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child by incorporating children's rights into her constitution, laws and policies.  In line with that, the United Republic of Tanzania (URT) government (URT, 2014) through the current Ministry of Health, Community development, Gender, Elderly and Children (MoHCDGEC) highlighted the importance of family integration programs and encourages non-government organization (NGO’s), individuals and other stakeholders to serve and defend children.  

1.2 Statement of the Problem

The rising trend of street children has been alarming in various parts of Tanzania notably in big cities mainly Dar es Salaam (Kind Heart Africa, 2012).The study conducted in Tanzania by Chamwi (2014) revealed that there are about 30,000 street children in Tanzania. The records indicate that the number of street children has been increasing year after year. A global study of street children conducted by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2012) reveals that the exact global number of children who depend on the streets for their survival is not known and that, due to environmental factors, the collected figures are often fluctuating.. Instead of the broken families and traditions that contributed to the problem for these children, the children themselves are seen as the problem (Kisembo, 2012).

In circumstances where a child has been removed from their family, there is general consensus in the international community that returning to their family care is the best possible scenario for ensuring a stronger and happier future for that child. The United Nations Council on Human Rights (2010) states, “The family being the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth, well-being and protection of children, efforts should primarily be directed to enabling the child to remain in or return to the care of his/her parents or when appropriate, other close family members.” 
Various efforts are done by Tanzania governments to combat the street children problem in the society; one among the efforts is to integrate street children to families and various religious and children’s centers. However, the integration issues are yet to produce desirable outcomes as the pace of integration is slow compared to the magnitude of the problem. Several challenges are faced when trying to unite a child to their families due to experience, behavior and lifestyle of most street children. This study explored some of these challenges and suggests possible ways for family reintegration as a means to combat the rising number of street children in Tanzania. The intension of this study is to utilize the recommendations given to create awareness among policy makers, relevant staff and stakeholders on challenges encountered by street children during family integration so that clear policies to guide family integration system can be put in place and implemented to combat the problem of street children.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

1.3.1 General Objective

The purpose of this study is to investigate the challenges facing family integration in order to combat the rising number of street children in Tanzania.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

In order to attain the main objective, the following specific objectives are formulated: 

i. To examine the level of family integration in Tanzania 

ii.  To determine what causes poor family integration 

iii. To assess the role played by social welfare workers on family integration in Tanzania

1.4 Specific Questions

i. What is the level of family integration in Tanzania?

ii. What causes poor family integration?

iii. How do the existing social welfare services and government interventions help to reintegrate street children into their families?

1.5
Justification and Significance of the Study

The purpose of the study is to investigate challenges encountered by street children during family integration in Tanzania and what correction measures could be taken to change their behavior. Adequate provision of services that are relevant to the needs of boys and girls living on the streets are of paramount importance if they are to be got out of the streets. This has eventually led to our urban towns acquiring decency and sobriety. The issues of insecurity in Tanzania major towns have been associated with escalating and alarming increase of children living on the streets. The family integration of children living on the streets is not only beneficial to these children but also to the public at large. 

They have been living in dangerous lifestyles that are characterized by drugs and substance abuse, irresponsible sexual behavior, and other anti- social behaviors. To many of public members, the sight of these children spells danger especially those who have had an encounter with them such as harassments, mugged or pick pocketed. Their presence in the streets has been a source of insecurity. The family integration system by the government and other organizations aiming at shaping their character and restoring their self-worth and dignity which have been organized in Dar es Salaam city seem to be yielding limited success. The family integration system has been less effective in controlling and shaping the behavior of street children as they are engaged in dangerous life style, an indication of something amiss hence the need to investigate on the challenges encountered by street children during family integration system.

The study is important in that the findings, conclusions and recommendations will be utilized to create awareness among policy makers, family assimilation system staff and other stakeholders on challenges encountered by street children during family integration. The study will also be useful to policy makers, who may see the need of coming up with appropriate and clear policies to guide family integration system programs and its process, training, and recruitment of its staff.

The study also has shown some possible weakness within the programs that hinders effective family integration of street children. This means that a basis for evaluation of the performance can be found. It is anticipated that the knowledge generated serves as an addition of knowledge to the already existing literature on challenges encountered by street children. Other researchers might wish to use the findings of this study as a basis for further research in related areas.

1.6 Scope and Limitations

This study was focused in Dar es Salaam region. Therefore, the findings did not include other cities in Tanzania. Similarly, the study was solely concerned with the challenges encountered by street children during family integration focusing on the psychological related challenges, strategies to improve street children family integration system as well as major causes of street children and policies that safeguard interests of street children. Dar es Salaam city is selected because it is among the cities in Tanzania having large number of street children.

1.7
Chapter Summary

The purpose of this chapter has been mainly to give the introduction on the problem of street children in Dar es Salaam city; it also covered the problem statement, general and specific objective of the study, limitation and delimitation of the study.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This chapter critically reviews the main literature applied in the study. It presents several sources, including books and articles about street children, its causes, characteristics and examining government policies that safeguard interests of the street children.

2.2 Contextual Definition of Key Terms

In this study, key terms/terminologies used have been defined by the researcher in order to clarify some terms so that the reader understand and avoid unnecessary confusion.

2.2.1 Child

A child means a person under the age of eighteen (Law of the Child Act, 2009).

2.2.2 Street Children

UNICEF (2010) describes street child as any boy or girl who has not reached adulthood, for whom the street has become her or her habitual residence and/or livelihood sources, one who is inadequately secured, supervised or guided by responsible adults. There are children working on the streets to raise money for themselves or for their families. These children are primarily engaged in street economic activity, including but not limited to peddling, carrying goods, shoe shining, and revenue-earning car washing, but they have a home elsewhere (UNICEF, 2010). 

That is to say street children are those children who are homeless and live on the streets. Children in this group see the streets as their home and it is there that they seek shelter, food and sense of family among their companions. Family ties exist but are more remote and their former home is visited infrequently. This signifies that, many street children come from structurally disadvantaged homes with poor living conditions. Ward and Seager (2010) writes, push-factors such as situations of abuse, domestic violence or poor family relationships are common among street children.

2.2.3Abandoned Children

These children are totally alone and because of the emotional distress they endured before being abandoned, many are severely psychologically impaired. They are the most insecure and face extreme cases. Others lost all hope and as a means of security and survival, turned to violence, narcotics or prostitution. In their need to belong, these children may submit to any organized violence that gives them a feeling of belonging and identity. Children abandoned and neglected are children born out of wedlock and who have become unmanageable; children rose by their grandparents and fend for themselves(De Brito, 2014).

2.2.4 Runaway Children

These are children who have chosen to leave home and school to go out into the streets to make a living. Their motives to leave can vary. They eat on the streets and eat there. Their parents don't know where they are and the children are trying to develop a new identity. They usually join a group for safety and survival, depending on their age (UNICEF, 2010).

2.2.5 Young Delinquents

This group also looks to the street as the safest place to be. This is where they will get up to mischief and involve other children in shoplifting, theft, housebreaking and many other acts of delinquency. Not all living on the streets, however they prefer to have interaction with their homes (UNICEF, 2010). 

2.2.6 Family integration

This is the process of making a separate child to what is supposed to be a lifelong transfer back to his or her family and culture (usually of origin). The process aims to obtain security and care for a child, and to find a sense of belonging and meaning in all spheres of life (Interagency Guidance on Children's Reintegration, 2016). In this study, the term family integration entails a remarkable solution to cub the rising trend of street children in the country
2.2.7 Social Welfare

The term welfare itself can be referred to as “the state or condition of being well, good fortune, happiness or wellbeing (of a person, community or thing); thriving or successful progress in life, prosperity” (Fitzpatrick et al., 2006). On the other hand, social welfare “consists of arrangements predicated on the notion that people can exercise solidarity with others to ensure individual wellbeing” (Fitzpatrick et al., 2006). In this study, the term social welfare entails an ongoing attempt to take care of particular needs of street children identified in the society.
2.3 Theoretical Literature Review

The main theories guiding this study include; the Social Network Theory (SNT) and Social Capital Theory (SCT).

2.3.1 Social Network Theory (SNT)

This theory was expanded by J. Barnes dated from the 1950s. This theory is also known as network theory or network analysis theory. It examines how the framework of social relationships affects attitudes or behaviours around a person, group or organization. The theory is based on the assumption that the network approach should be formulated and analysed predominantly from the perspective of the characteristics of the relationships between and within units, rather than the characteristics of those units.

[image: image1.emf]
Figure 2.1:  Conceptual Model of a Network Society (Connectivity of Individual Groups, Organization and Society)
Source: Van Dijk, (2003) and Lema (2014) (adopted from Lema)
In terms of nodes and bonds, the theory of social networks considers social links. Nodes are the individual actors within the networks, and ties are the relationships between the integrators. There can be several kinds of connections between the nodes. In its simplest form, a social network is a map of all the possible relations between the nodes being studied. The network may also be used for determining the social capital of individual actors. These principles are also seen in a social network diagram, in which nodes are the points and links are the lines. Figure 2.1 illustrates these relationships.

Therefore, those who lack good social relationships with other actors (parents, grandparents, community and religious affiliation) and have less experience within the network with other actors are street children. Sucharitkul (2007) argues that, compared to those with higher status, people with low social economic status (SES), meaning low levels of education, employment or profits, have smaller networks with a large proportion of family relationships. As a divide in relationships between children and parents or guardians grew high, the number of street children on the streets increased. 

This concept helps to understand the focus of this study in a way that without community and parents being sensitized around the street children issues, it will be very difficult for reintegration to be effective. According to the Interagency Guideline on Reintegration “…in Tanzania, Railway Children have developed some guiding criteria to determine if a child is ready to leave the streets and enter a transit center, and then to assess if that child is ready to return to his or her family. In most cases, achieving these criteria will be the result of emotional, relational and behavioral support in each stage of the process…” 

2.3.2 Social Capital Theory

Bourdieu and Coleman are the founding theorists of social capital because they introduced the term social capital systematically for the first time (Häuberer, 2011). The theory provides a starting point for the theoretical study of the phenomenon of street children in Tanzania. This theory draws a connection between the nature of the family and that of home leave. In Halpern’s work (2009), Coleman (1988) describes social capital as a resource that "inheres in the system of ties between actors and between actors .... And is efficient, allowing the achievement of certain ends that would not be possible in its absence" (p. S98). In order for a child to have access to other opportunities in society, the child's family should have some social capital, which the child should have access to. Coleman further posits that;
“… the social capital of the family is the relationship between children and parents. That is, if the human capital possessed by the parents is not complemented by social capital embodied in family relations, it is irrelevant to the child's educational growth that the parent has a great deal, or a small amount of human capital (p. S110).”

In this case, Coleman suggests that a child's social capital should involve a combination of family social capital and social capital of the society by referring to family social capital as the relationship that subsists between parents and their children, including the time spent together, efforts, resources and energy that parents invest in their children. Group social capital, on the other hand represents the ties and relationships that exist between the family and local society. In this, the society involves residents as well as local social organizations, including schools and other non-formal support structures. This philosophy emphasizes parenting and the value of parenting. 

Even if a child has been integrated into the family, if this family is broken, the reintegration is not likely to be effective. There is now a range of evidence that communities with a good ‘stock’ of such ‘social capital’ are more likely to benefit from lower crime figures, better health, higher educational achievement, and better economic growth. In this case, family organisation becomes the key component in the transition of social benefits to its members(Halpern, 2009). 

Hagan and McCarthy (2007) provided the value of the theory of social capital in providing a solid theoretical basis for understanding delinquency among the children. They argue that the focus of social capital theory on systemic sources, which includes jobs, family, schooling, neighbourhood, and culture, provides useful insight into child crime and explanations of delinquency. They link the issue of lack of social capital within the family with the homeless youth and their participation in crime while on the street. 

In order to link this theory to the street children's phenomenon in Tanzania, I will first explore some theoretical assumptions from the assertions of Coleman to relate these assertions. The investment of family capital in children is to ensure that they have access to other forms of social capital, Coleman (1990) argues. Wright, Cullen & Miller (2009) say that there are:

“… A family will invest time, effort, and resources in its children with the goal to forge an intergenerational link that embeds the youth into relationships of mutual trust and obligation what Coleman refers to as closure. Coleman makes explicit reference to certain, but not all, potential outcomes associated with family investment (p. 3).”
Coleman further argued that, investment in children could bring the child some positive futuristic benefits. On the other hand, Wright et al. (2001) shows that if families are committed to the education of their children, the expected results would not only be efficient in the educational enterprise of children, but would also reduce the likelihood of children becoming delinquent.

Children with little or lack of social capital are forced to abandon their nesting home in pursuit of a better life and other avenues of comfort. In the case of street children on the basis of some of the above-mentioned assumptions, it may be inferred that the absence of social capital during the lifetime of children is a major catalytic cause of their decision to leave their nesting homes.This analysis is very relevant and practical. In support of this argument, it is of benefit to refer to the Interagency Guideline on Integration that also point out criteria for taking a child back to his family. 
2.4 Community Perception of Street Children Problem

In Tanzania, street children are a social phenomenon that has been present since colonial regime. However, as Ansell (2005); Ennew and Swart-Kruger (2003) observed, in the wake of the "World Year of the Child," the international concern of children and young people working and living on the streets began to grow. Since then, not only have aid programs and initiatives been developed but the issue has also been the subject of intense on academic area. 

The Consortium for Street Children (2011), the leading international member-based network dedicated to supporting, promoting and lobbying for the rights of street children, has defined the problem in that various research work on street children has been carried out in isolation, contributing to a situation where development activities have no major impact in combating the possibility The organization acknowledges that academic and development research are performed and applied in isolation from one another which means that academic developments seldom inform development practice and vice versa. 

Various organizations and national governments have frequently estimated the exact number of street children worldwide differently leading to the notion of uncoordinated initiatives against the phenomenon or even to the varying meanings of actual street children. In 2009 UNICEF reported that 100 million children grew up in urban streets across the world. However, reports indicate that it is difficult to determine the precise number of street children in various places globally, but the figure lies almost definitely close to tens of millions worldwide. The figures are likely to increase as the global population increases and urbanization continue to take place in various places (UNICEF, 2005). 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) indicates that, States have the primary role of providing protection for children, especially for the most vulnerable. Governments of countries where the issue is most serious, however, have been reluctant to give it the attention it deserves and thus have led to its continuation. It is necessary to note that these methods are used as political documents and that their implementation depends on the government's willingness to obey them (Aptekar, 2007). Boakye-Boaten (2006) attests that, social and political transparency on street children in most African communities is non-existent, and is generally not questioned by any internal or external elements. While the plight of these children is left in their own hands or on a few prominent Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) which are constrained by their roles and resources to deal with the situation effectively. 

This was demonstrated by the 2007/2008 experience of Post-Election Violence (PEV) in Kenya, which has been described as leading to substantial rises in the number of street children in major urban centres. The report by UNICEF (2011) is now reporting that about 800-1000 street children on Eldoret streets were admitted to the Eldoret town-based Children's Remand Home and the number had risen dramatically over the previous three months relative to the 2008 PEV and the drought that is taking place in the region. Numerous studies have indicated that, there could be a link between abuse and the onset of street children. In a comparative study of street children in mid-19th-century Ireland and the present Sudanese street children, Veale (2012) states that civil war was the reason why street children emerged in both countries. 

The Ministry of Health, Gender and Community Development in Tanzania says the number of street children grew by 300 per cent in just four years between 2012 and 2016. Many of the children, now adults, are the result of ethnic past violence displacement, and are especially exposed as victims and perpetrators of crime and abuse. The UNICEF / Save the Children, Urban Street Children Profile Project Study (2011) found that the key driving factors listed included hunger (59%), domestic violence (23%) and high cost of education (21%). Thus violent gangs finds it easier to recruit these children especially males into their unlawful activities.

The study conducted by Barcelo, et al., (2011) highlights instances of sexual and gender based violence (SGBV), sexual prostitution/survival, and child abuse are reported to be on the rise in major Tanzanian cities. The Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) reports that child safety issues in return areas and urban areas include trafficking and a significant increase in street children. Children were more vulnerable to other injustices such as sexual harassment during and after the PEV path, and also to child rape, kidnapping and trafficking. The study points Kariakoo ward as an example of areas that recorded a high incidence of child abuse and abduction, with some children being trafficked internally and others across the Tanzanian border (KNCHR, 2008).

Human Rights Watch notes that police violence against street children is common in Bulgaria, Guatemala, India and Kenya, and that tolerance is the norm. The inability of law enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute instances of abuse against street children promptly and effectively causes the violence to continue. Policies targeting street children are more specifically concerned with public protection in most situations (UNICEF, 2010). 

While human rights concerns have long been recognized and arrangements made for enjoying it by international instruments of human rights, including the universal declaration of human rights, which for a long time had been presumed to protect children and adults equally, did not adequately protect children. It was only recently that children were understood to be more vulnerable than adults, and as such need special protection. That led to the United Nations (2015) ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Thus, street children continue to face discrimination and are not interested in community activity because they are seen to work against the day's social and political order. Therefore, it is important to investigate and analyse the social and political factors that continue to deny street children the enjoyment of the four fundamental rights as envisaged in UNCRC; the right to growth, the right to life, the right to participation and the right to security. 

2.5 Causes of Street Children

Several factors are said to be behind the proliferation of street children. These factors include, poverty, family breakdown at home, child abuse and neglect are among the main causes of street children Ward and Seager (2010). The study found that family conflict sometimes drives children to run away, and that conflict is endemic to street life, given that Tanzania is a predominantly patriarchal society that lacks widespread knowledge and recognition of children's and women's rights. There are a lot of other explanations why children leave their homes. Their family or marriage breakdown creates issues. As a consequence, they are facing severe poverty and are unable to live in their present condition. They become orphaned because of accident or sickness (Ansell, 2005).

2.5.1 Causes Related to Child and Family

Some reasons behind the generation of street children have been described as poor, uneducated and large families, lack of awareness and skills necessary for parenting as well as lack of responsibility on the part of parents, family conflicts and parental behavioral issues not agreed to prioritize material benefits, drug use and gambling. Other factors were the child's physical violence and the child's defiant behavior and attitudes (Enterberth, 2007).

2.5.2
Local Community as One of the Causes of Street Children

Enterberth, (2007) said the inequitable distribution of community resources and opportunities such as lack of sufficient job opportunities, problems in working conditions, lack of leisure activity are factors behind street children's development. Other reasons for street children appearing were slum congestion and insufficient or unsafe housing facilities. Restrictive and inflexible education system as well as inadequate law enforcement and law enforcer abuse were also listed as reasons for an increase in a rate for street children. Other factors are related to political and economic conditions, such as poverty and underdevelopment of resources also account for generating street children (Godfrey, 2012).
2.6 
Problems Facing Street Children

Living on the street, with no supervision, protection or guidance often makes street children vulnerable to a wide range of problems or hazards. These problems are as outlined and explained below: 

2.6.1 
Violence

Cross et al. (2010) conducted a qualitative analysis on street children's shelters in South Africa. In particular, when they get drowsy and under the influence of the drugs they eat, and (ii) abuse from the local community, whether by other people on the street who appear to exploit them or by the community itself as a reaction to their presence in unique environments and areas (Cross, et. al., 2010).

2.6.2 
Community Disapproval

Street children, based on their general appearance and behavior, are not totally accepted in particular areas or societies. People try to force them away in most situations, and often have to use violence against them to get them to migrate to other regions (Hilazin, 2010).

2.6.3 
Police Arrests

The most common and pervasive form of abuse street children experience is by the police. They force them to clean the stations, they beat them, they take money from them, and they torture them into confessing crimes or to name who committed the crime being investigated.Life in streets is horrible as, street children live in dirt and absolute poverty. They have no rights, and they have no access to education, health care or protection. They are victims of various forms of assault, battered and kicked, victims of sexual harassment, both girls and boys, and at risk of economic exploitation. These children are used and exploited by criminals and gangs, police and the military. Girls are particularly vulnerable to rape and sexual harassment by military personnel and sentinels patrolling offices and night-time buildings (Mulangala, 2015). 
2.6.4 
Theft of Savings

Another big issue facing street children is their inability to save money while living on the street because of the fear of robbery. Such an issue has its effects on various other aspects of street children's lives, which, as street children have suggested, include the following: 

2.6.5 Health Problems

According to Jonnathan (2011), children’s health has been at risk in most parts where the problems of street children arise. The health status of street children in Lusaka, as in most parts of the world, is generally bad. Many suffer from chronic diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria; STDs and HIV are common diseases among street children too. Street children typically live in unclean environments, and as a result they are exposed to dirty and other environmental hazards found in the area. They are often regularly subjected to conditions of harsh weather, such as extreme heat, rain and cold. 
2.7 The Family and its Roles

IFFD (2013) hhighlighted the problem of economic hardship as among the problems that contributes to the family crisis. In exchange, this drives children into the streets and into poverty, sickness, violence and terror. He further notes that many of the street children are a result of broken homes. Others actually find street life more thrilling than life in rural, informal, poverty-stricken settlements. Some children have no choice, their parents died or just vanished and their homes destroyed. 

The report further shows that; the family is the perfect setting for the first stage of children's democratic experience. Being a member of the family is both a necessity and a right. Giving children the ability to share their opinions helps them develop a special relationship with their parents or carers. It helps smooth the relationship with them, and improves self-confidence and self-esteem. Participation of children in family decision making helps them feel more accountable and allows them the ability to feel respected as individuals. Independence given to children to make decisions about their lives increases their decision-making ability and thereby empowers them(IFFD, 2013). The following were pointed as the key roles played by family:
2.7.1 
Parenting

Parenting can be described as' purposive duties of father, mother or guardian that seek to ensure children's survival and growth. These acts may or may not be carried out by the biological parent of the infant.' The word 'parent' usually applies to a father or mother's biological relationship with a child, but it can be applied to adults who are raising children without a biological relationship (Barlo, et.al, 2014).

Being a parent is probably the most important job we can do in our lives. To parent positively, we need to understand what it takes to do the job well. The more we understand about a child’s development and needs, the more we can be aware of what it takes to create healthy environments for children to thrive (Breiner, 2016). Throughout human history, people have lived in small, close-knit communities, but today not all parents have relatives nearby to support them and give guidance in raising children. 
In some ways we intuitively know how to make good and wise decisions about parenting, but sometimes the stresses and mixed messages of the world can make it difficult. Hence, we need to take every opportunity to learn more deeply about what it takes for parents. The current research cantered mostly on the role of both biological and non-biological parents, although it also looked at the role of extended family members including the grandparent, aunty, uncle or older siblings. 
2.7.2 Parent Support and Training

Parental training should be promoted to minimize the occurrence of conflict between parents and children, and to discourage children from leaving their homes for the streets. Jones and Prinz (2015) clarify that parenting attitudes are often affected by parenting self-efficacy, which has been generally described as the degree of parents' self-confidence in their ability to succeed in parenting despite the fact that in some Western countries the traditional role of women as primary caregivers of infants and young children is shifting. Mothers are expected to have a greater and more direct impact on the growth of children than any other factor.  If parents do not understand the behavior and context of their children, they will not be able to help, support and live with the child. Positive parental skills are very important during for reintegration to be effective.  
2.7.3 The Role of Other Members of the Family

Grandparents show compassion, shower the grandchildren with affection and are always eager to support their grandchildren and to console them. They also provide the children with shelter and security when they get into trouble. Other members of the family including uncles, aunts or older siblings also play a significant role in their lives. 
2.7.4 Love and Emotional Support

Love is an important aspect that all children desire to access it. It may come from their immediate parents, close relatives or guardians. However, street children have been experiencing a hard time as they miss this love and moral support as a result, they think they are not members of the communality where they live.

2.7.5
Communication

There is a big problem when it comes to how to communicate with a child. There is a difference on how a parent communicates to adolescent girls and boys who believe that open contact with parents was very necessary not just for preventing children from making serious mistakes but also for preventing them from indulging in activities that endanger their health, protection and welfare. It is also the duty of parents to speak to their children about sexual and reproductive health, sexual harassment, HIV and AIDS, narcotics, trafficking and armed conflict, and to advise them not to fall into the hands of armed conflict and trafficker recruiters (Kacholi, 2011). 

2.8 Community Awareness on Street Children

Research has demonstrated that no amount of intervention programming designed for street children can be successful unless the community is prepared to respect, protect and provide opportunities to street children. Key people should be mindful of their moral and social obligation against street children. Knowledge of the issue can be achieved by community forums, dramatic representations of life at school and in community centres, coverage by the press as well as national campaigns. The researcher suggests that a greater understanding of the issues affecting these children will help promote acceptance, and help eradicate the terror, rejection, and disdainful charity they encounter. 
Doggett and Medrano (2012) stated that there is a great need for community resources to be created that includes childcare and after-school care facilities, career development programs, parent training and support programs and school social work services. They also recommend that the community should be made continually aware of the resources and facilities which can be used. Social schoolteachers are providing support to the families of the children by teaching them about community resources. The social workers will also provide remedial instruction and therapy to children and parents at schools. 

2.9 Government Policies that Safeguard Interests of Street Children

2.9.1 Conventions on the Rights of the Child

The Child Rights Hub (2018) states that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) outlines children's fundamental rights and governments' responsibilities to protect children. Street kids have the same rights as other kids, and they should be covered by the same laws. Such rights need to be seen and enforced as interdependence, which implies that one right cannot exist in isolation from another. A convention summary is given below:

i. A child is described as being a person under the age of 18 unless a country's laws state that maturity is reached at an earlier age;

ii. All acts involving children should take their best interests into account. When parents or others fail to do so the state should provide appropriate care;

iii. Each child has the inherent right to life and the state has the duty to ensure the survival and growth of the child;

iv. Every child is entitled to the highest possible level of wellbeing and access to health and medical services;

v. The State should protect children from engaging in work that poses a threat to their health, education or development, create minimum wages for jobs and regulate employment conditions;

vi. Torture, cruelty, punishment, life imprisonment or unlawful arrest should not be subject to any child. Principles for adequate care, separation from detained adults and interaction with family members and access to legal assistance should be laid down by the state, and

vii. Every child should be protected from the use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic drugs and from engaging in their development and distribution. It is the responsibility of the State to ensure that children who are victims of armed conflict, torture, neglect, violence or exploitation receive sufficient care for their rehabilitation and social reintegration.

2.9.2 Tanzania Policies on the Rights of Children

By enacting the 2011 Children's Act, the Government of Tanzania has ratified and domesticated the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the 2006 African Youth Charter, and the Convention on the Abolition of All Types of Violence against Women. Furthermore, Tanzania's Poverty Reduction Measures 2010-15 (known as the MKUKUTA on the Mainland and the MKUZA in Zanzibar) and other national policies.

All of these represent the needs of children, including those on the streets, and ensure that children living on the fringes of society are at greatest risk of being covered. In particular, the Law of the Child Act of 2009 lays down a structure for the safety of all children, including those on the streets, and lays the groundwork for a system for the protection of children, which obliges a number of bodies to prevent and respond to crime, abuse and exploitation of children. Since 2017, Tanzania has also a National Plan of Action to End Violence against Women and Children (NPA-VAWC) 2017/18 – 2021/22. The main goal of this plan is eliminating violence against women and children in Tanzania and improves their welfare.
Local authorities have a very important role which allows foreign and national policies to be interpreted and translated into local acts. Alongside foreign initiatives, there are a variety of national policies that can direct local authorities in their efforts to improve the living conditions of street children and gangs. The Local Government Authorities (LGA) has an obligation under Section 94(1) of the Children's Law to protect children and promote reconciliation between parents and children.

The government has set up a new ministry to coordinate child development services and encourage NGOs and individuals to set up children's centres in difficult circumstances in order to ensure policy enforcement; set up special schools and institutions to cater for children with unique problems; set up voluntary associations to support and protect children (URT, 2018). Despite several government efforts to improve education, health services and household food security, many children are still prone to disease and malnutrition in the country which means that they do not grow physically and mentally as set out in the policy. Child development is influenced by rituals and practices that are gender biased. Due to the lack of any system to control these behaviors, children themselves are blindly adopting corrupt foreign behaviors.
Parents prefer to educate boys rather than girls, leading to an unequal distribution of power in society. Family disputes, the use of abusive language by parents, the breakdown of marriage, the involvement of adults in harming children (defamation, harassment, abuse, rape), particularly girls, overcrowding in homes involving parents and children living in the same home or some children sleeping in neighbouring homes and parents without time to pay, affect the moral development of the child. The theoretical, scientific, and policy analyses discussed above demonstrate that the street children issue persists globally, nationally, and locally (URT, 2018). 
2.10 Empirical Literature Review

This part analyses the empirical literatures with both global and local perspectives in order to find out what was the outcomes of similar researches and establish a gap where necessary. Ward and Seager (2010) indicate that, within the Human Sciences Research Council study of street children in South Africa, performed a report on girls. The study used three methodologies – interviews, surveys and censuses in Johannesburg and Cape Town. The results showed that the number of street children is an indication of the number of South African poor families living in poverty. They concluded that only by prevention measures will the problem be minimized – through reducing the number of families living in poverty and helping families so that they can raise their children safely. 

In his on- and off-road study, Mtonga (2011) interviewed 20 street children, 10 of whom were boys and 10 of whom were girls.Mtonga learned that street children regarded street life as rough and unsafe and felt powerless and anxious about their situation, but they had no choice but to live on the streets. It is important to notice and recognize, Mtonga said that street children have evolved ways to overcome most of the challenges they face.

A study conducted by Mkombozi (2009) found that the failure of extended family members to provide for their parents' children is a reason for children to end up on the streets. Other factors related to the failure to receive basic education when children leave home were also cited in the paper. Owing to the weakness of their parents' unwillingness to get an education, many children go to live in the streets.The report further explained that lack of family planning such as unplanned pregnancies or having too many children are the reasons for not taking care of children and thus ending up in the streets. In addition, in his research on poverty as a primary course for street children, Riggio (2012) argued that it is not only poverty that can be blamed, but a child can be taken care of even in poverty. Rather it is a rivalry of poverty-related factors that help alienate children from their families, such as household conflicts, home-based marginalization and a lack of basic services, especially in schools.
Msonsa (2013), revealed that a decent life is denied to children because they are deprived of basic necessities such as food, shelter and clothing, as well as vital services, especially health care and education. They loathe lifestyles entirely, but they have no other means of livelihood and a proper way to support their poor families. If horses wanted to, they would like to go to school instead of begging in the streets. According to Mokomane & Makaoae, (2015) who carried out a qualitative study of street children's shelters in South Africa, he mentioned the causes of street children as related to a mixture of socio-economic factors such as high unemployment, family poverty, increased union division and dissolution, lack of networks of family support, high virus (HIV).

2.11 Conceptual Framework
Guba and Lincoln, as quoted in Kombo and Tromp (2006), attested that a conceptual structure is a research method designed to help a researcher build and convey knowledge and understanding of the situation under scrutiny. When a conceptual structure is clearly defined, it can be helpful to assist a researcher in making concrete subsequent results. Figure 2.2 outlines the model which will direct the analysis. Family reintegration is seen as a good measure which should be encouraged because it involves tracing the children’s families and understand factors that caused children to become street children. It gives opportunity for both parents and children to undergo counseling and training on how to be responsible (Lugalla and Mbwambo, 1999). 
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Figure 2.1: Conceptual Framework

Source: Author’s construction, 2019
2.12 Knowledge Gap

This chapter has reviewed different literatures related to street children and the different problems they usually experience in different countries or places. The reviewed literature has also highlighted the importance of community and parent’s involvement in different matters affecting children such as providing them with food, educating them through rehabilitation or taking them to school and other services which would make them live comfortably like the rest of other human beings. The discussed theories have put emphasis on parents, family and community for reintegration to be effective. 
Literature confirms that for reintegration to be effective the reintegration needs to be holistically implemented. This knowledge is known. However, what is not known, which is subject of this study, is that whether community and parents understand that they have a bigger role in integration of children, and whether government guidelines and their implementation are construed holistically to not only focus on children but involving parents and community at large.   

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter contains the methodological section; it describes the methods used to gather information related to the causes and characteristics of street children. The chapter describes research methods and includes the field of analysis, the reason for study area selection, research design, population and sample size. It also addresses issues of sampling processes, sampling framework and techniques of data collection.

3.2 Research Design

Cohen, et al., (2000), describes research design as a strategy that illustrates the researcher's methodology and methods for obtaining the relevant data that meet the research goals and address a collection of tasks and questions. This research is using the style of a case study. This design is important because the study needs to examine what the policy structure offers and then contract as to the degree to which such a system is being put into operation in order to ensure successful reintegration of street children into the family. 

3.3 Study Area

The study was conducted in Dar es Salaam city covering the whole five district of Dar es salaam city namely Ilala, Kinondoni, Temeke, Kigamboni and Ubungoso as to obtain preconception.  The researcher chose Dar es Salaam due to convenience of conducting the study due to presence of a many street children than any other city in Tanzania (Mwinyiami, 2004). The researcher also selected the city because it’s the most developed and busiest city in the country with major trading and economic deals something which attracts a lot of street children. 

3.4 Rationale for Choice of the Study Area

The region is chosen by the researcher deliberately because street children are prevalent compared to other cities in the world (Mwinyiami, 2004). The region also has a high population with diverse characteristics; thus a reasonable representative sample of a wider group area would be the study area.

3.5 Population of the Study

In general, a research population is a broad set of individuals or objects that is the main subject of a scientific query. A study population is also described as a well-defined group of individuals or objects whose characteristics are similar (Kothari, 2004). According to the most recent population estimates from the World Population Review (2019) of the United Nations, the population of Dar es Salaam region is estimated to be 6,368,272 people. However due to time limitations the researcher may not be able to conduct the study involving the entire population of Dar es Salaam. According to Mugenda & Mugenda, (2008) cost considerations make this impossible for large populations, a census is attractive for small populations (e.g., 200 or less). In this case, only a representative sample of community, Government officers, parents and children will be selected to participate. 

1.6 Target Population and Sampling Techniques

1.6.1 Target Population

The target population for this study will include:  government officers working with community from each municipal council; Ward Executive Officers (WEOs) from all five municipals, parents from all municipals in Dar es Salaam; social workers from NGOs in all municipals and Street children from each municipal. The researcher used a strata approach to determine a population for this study where all five municipal councils and 89 wards in Dar es Salaam were represented.

The 2012 census survey indicated that the number of street and vulnerable children in the country were 849,054. This data comprises of all children living under vulnerable environment without specifications on how many were living in the streets. Lack of data has made it difficult to estimate the overall trend in the population of street children per region, However, UNICEF (2012) estimated that, the number of children who were living on the streets in Dar es Salaam were about 3,000. In this case, the researcher used the estimated number of street children of 3,000 as a target population for this study.

3.6.2 Sampling Techniques

A sample is a group of people, objects or items that are taken from a large population for measurement (Teddlie &Yu, 2007). The researcher usedstrata to collect data from various groups including street children in all five municipals, parents, social workers and government officials. The researcher used a simple random sampling strategy to select a sufficient number of subjects from each stratum. "Sufficient" refers to a sample size large enough to be reasonably confident that the stratum represents the population (Etikan, 2016). To achieve a sample size the researcher used stratified sampling technique. Stratified random sampling, according to Mugenda & Mugenda (2008), helps the researcher achieve the desired representation of different subgroups in the population. Therefore, the total population comprised six categories of various sizes and the survey frame would be divided into separate strata by the six groups. The researcher chose this approach to have established sub-groups represented within the sample equally and randomly. The approach also provides for proportional representation of each party in each category. 

The sample size was derived from the Slovin’s formula (1960) as,

n=        N

      1+ N(e2 )

Where,

n = Sample size

N = Population size

e = Margin of error

e = 1 - Confidence level

The researcher used a confidence level of 95%, to decide on the sample size to be used in this study.

e = 1 – 0.95

e = 0.05

Thus, n= 3,000/1+ (3000)0.052=3,000/1+ (3,000) x 0.0025

But 3,000 x 0.0025 =7.5

Therefore, n= 3,000/1+7.5= 3,000/8.5 =352.9412

Therefore, the sample size was 352.9 approximately 353.
In this case, the study used a sample of 353 respondents.  A summary of how the sample population is obtained is presented in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1:  Sample Size

	Category of Respondents
	Ilala
	Temeke
	Kinondoni
	Ubungo
	Kigamboni
	Targeted population

	Ward Executive Officers (WEOs)
	26
	22
	24
	10
	7
	89

	NGOs’ social workers
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	25

	Community Development Officers
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	25

	Parents 
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	25

	Street Children
	37
	38
	38
	38
	38
	189

	Total Number
	78
	75
	77
	63
	60
	353


Source: Researcher, (2019)

A sample size of 10-50 per cent is appropriate in a descriptive study (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2008). In addition, Kombo and Tromp (2006) suggested that the sample population should have at least 30 elements in a descriptive to achieve desirable results. In general, the sample sizes in qualitative research should not be too small for saturation to be difficult to obtain. At the same time, the sample should not be too broad to allow an in-depth, case-oriented analysis (Sandelowski, 1995). 

3.7 Research Paradigm

In conducting this study, the researcher applied a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative approaches. Quantitative information was taken from government reports and other child welfare agencies publications like UNICEF and the ILO. According to Brewer and Hunter, a mixed research approach is a technique for collecting, analyzing and integrating both quantitative and qualitative data in a single study to explain a research issue, as cited in Creswell (2005). The approach gave the best chance to answer unique sub-facets of the topic of the analysis. The Quantitative method allows data to be obtained and quantified in terms of frequencies, quantities and percentages in order to complement the qualitative data.

3.7 Types of Data

According to (Kombo and Tromp, 2006) there are two major sources of data namely primary data and secondary data source. This study employed both types of data. Primary data was necessary to determine the implementation of reintegration. Secondary data was used to establish trends of the reintegration of street children over time.

3.7.1 Primary Data
This study applied primary data that was collected through questionnaires from RAS, WECS, parents and Social Welfare Officers. Also, interviews with street children and parents were conducted and treated as primary data.

3.7.2 Secondary Data

Secondary data in this study was obtained from government reports, books, academic internet sources, newspapers, different documents records and from schools.

3.8 Data Collection Methods
This studyused mainly three data collection methods which are; questionnaires, interviews and documentary review methods.

3.8.1 Questionnaires
This study utilized both close ended and open-ended questionnaires to collect required data relevant for the study from government officers, and community workers. A total of 164 questionnaires were distributed to government institutions, community workers and parents who were able to fill in the questionnaires. In general, the use of questionnaires has the advantage of providing respondents with sufficient time to reflect on the questions asked and review the related documents before providing the necessary data (Kasomo, 2006).

3.8.2 Interviews

Interviews used to obtain data from street children and parents who cannot fill the questionnaires on their own; an interview guide was used to obtain information from these respondents. In this part 85 children responded to interviews, where 5 parents and 1 community worker were also interviewed to get more insight of the problem.

3.8.3 Documentary Review

In order to collect data for the study under the study, both primary and secondary information sources were reviewed. Publications on data on the number of street children and organizations supporting the street children's family integration scheme were reviewed by the Open University Library, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Seniors and Children. Secondary sources including electronic and non-electronic materials have been of use. 

The researcher thus assured the validity and reliability of the tools by choosing the right tool to leverage the required data from the appropriate respondent with particular attention to key issues relating to the contribution of families and the society through the family integration method to end the problem of street children and the type of assistance obtained by street children from street children.

3.9 Data Analysis

Saunder, et al., (2009) defines data analysis as a structured process that includes working, arranging and separating data into tiny, manageable components. The analysis seeks to produce both qualitative and quantitative knowledge. Qualitative data obtained through interviews subject to content analysis will be analyzed. Content analysis is a research technique for making replicable and true inferences from the subject matter to the contexts of their use (Cohen et al,2007). Therefore, its use enabled the researcher to summarize data from the field and report them as findings. Gathered Data were analyzed by using computer programs through Statistical Package for Social Sciences and EXCEL.

This was achieved by coding and categorizing the collected data into themes with the goal of generating concrete units of analysis that appear in terms of words, phrases and sentences. First, quantitative data from records and questionnaires were compiled in a tabular form showing quantities, numbers, percentages and orders of rank. In the second stage, the summarized data from tables, bar graphs and pie charts were then analysed and interpreted as findings on the relationship between experiences of street children and incorporation into the family. 

3.10 Validity

Mason and Bramble (2007) describe validity as the extent to which a test measures what it was intended to be measuring. To make appropriate corrections, it concentrates on finding ambiguities and unanswered questions (Rea and Parker, 2007). By conducting a pilot study, the researcher ensured validity of the methods. She provided some street children, parents and research supervisor with the research tools to review it in order to ensure its validity, consistency and whether it meets the expected goals before going to site (field). 

Also, the use of tools allowed the researcher to get reliable data through multiple techniques since multiple tools complemented the other. The supervisor's advice and feedback also helped the researcher make some corrections and changes to my research methods thus improving the likelihood of the validity on the data to be collected. Therefore, the researcher ensured the validity and reliability of the instruments by choosing the right method for harnessing the appropriate data from the relevant respondent with particular attention to key issues related to the family integration experiences of street children. The researcher then chatted with her boss. Comments given by colleagues and superiors were taken into consideration when making changes to the instruments needed for the study to harness knowledge. 

3.11 Reliability

Reliability refers to accuracy of the evaluation results (Nitko, 2005). According to Omari (2011), Reliability is about the accuracy and stability of the phenomena; that means the degree to which the findings are reproducible by the same instrument. Cohen et al (2000), instrument piloting is of utmost importance in order to preserve instrument validity, reliability and practicality and, thus, the validity and reliability of the results. Ten questionnaires and ten interviews were tried out for pre-testing of instruments to ensure that mistakes and repetitions of words were avoided by merging repetitive responses.
3.12 Ethical Issues

Leedy and Ormrod (2005) classified ethical concerns in research into four categories namely: informed consent, right to privacy, fairness with professional colleagues and protection from harm. Therefore, the researcher conformed to professional practices by telling respondents of the intent of the study by persecuting them to sign informed consent. Also, respondents were told that the data given would be handled under privacy and confidentiality for the purpose of the study only.

3.13 Chapter Summary

This chapter has described in detail the methodology which was employed in this study. Tools for data collection such as questionnaires and guiding questions that the researcher used during data collection are attached as annexes. Data analysis was done by analyzing responses from different respondents through purposively sorting and grouping to make the coherent with research objectives and research questions.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1 Introduction

The key results from the field and data analysis are discussed in this chapter. In order to combat the growing number of street children in Tanzania, the study aimed to examine the problems facing family integration. Dar es Salaam region has been used as a case study where the following specific objectives were studied;

i. To examine the level of family integration in Tanzania;

ii.  To determine what causes poor family integration;

iii. To assess the role played by social welfare workers on family integration in Tanzania.
4.1.1 Response Rate

Table 4.1: Response Rate

	Category of Respondents
	Ilala
	Temeke
	Kinondoni
	Ubungo
	Kigamboni
	Total

	Ward Executive Officers (WEOs)
	11
	12
	9
	6
	4
	42

	NGOs’ social workers
	5
	5
	3
	2
	2
	17

	Community Development Officers
	5
	5
	4
	3
	2
	19

	Parents 
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	25

	Street Children
	28
	30
	33
	31
	21
	85

	Total Number
	54
	57
	54
	47
	34
	188


Source: Field Data, 2019

Table 4.1 shows the response rate. From the table it shows that a total of 188 respondents participated, the response that is equivalent to 53% from the estimated sample of 353 participants. Among the respondents, 85 were children equal to the response of 45% from estimated 189 sample; adults were 103 equals to the response rate 63% from the estimated sample of 164 adults. The response rate indicates that a total number of 85 children participated in the study and 103 adults making a total of 188 respondents out of 353 estimated sample size. The response rate is equivalent to 53% that is over 50% which is acceptable in researches (Muganga & Muganda, 2003).

4.2 Respondents Characteristics

Table 4.2: Demographic Characteristics for Children

	Children (n=85)
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Age
	 
	 

	Below 10 years
	23
	27%

	10-18 years
	62
	73%

	Sex: 
	 
	0%

	Males
	61
	72%

	Females
	24
	28%

	Family Status before coming to street 
	 
	 

	Both Parents
	22
	26%

	Single Parent
	46
	54%

	Other relatives
	17
	20%

	Occupation of parents/guardians
	 
	 

	Employed
	12
	14%

	Self employed
	35
	41%

	No specific job
	38
	45%

	Education Level of parents/guardians
	 
	 

	Non-Formal Education
	20
	24%

	Primary School
	34
	40%

	Secondary School
	26
	31%

	Certificate/Diploma
	0
	0%

	Degree and above
	0
	0%

	I don’t know
	5
	6%

	Duration in the streets
	 
	 

	Less than a year
	22
	26%

	1-5 years
	34
	40%

	Above 5 years
	29
	34%


Source: Field Data, 2019
The profiles of respondents including age, sex, education and work experience could help the researcher to determine the respondents given. The characteristics of respondents are well analyzed based on the response rate as shown in Table 4.2 which describes the response from the children and Table 4.3 describing the characteristics of adults. The analysis concerning sex of respondents indicates that male children were 61(72%) and females were 24 (28%). The study shows that most children in the streets are males. The children whose parents/guardians had no specific job were 38(45%); followed by 35 (41%) who are self-employed; and 12 (14%) who were employed. Most of the parents were said to have no specific job, no wonder there is an increase in the street children as the parents/guardians who are supposed to take care of these children have no specific job.

The analysis on education level of parents/guardians show that, majority of parents about 34(40%) has attained primary school education; followed by 26 (31%) who attained secondary school education; then 20 (24%) with non-formal education; and 5 (6%) of those who said they don’t know the status of their parents/guardians. No parents /guardian was said to have certificate/diploma or degree level of education. This suggests that the problem of street children may be closely related with the level of education of parents/guardians.

The analysis on the duration stayed in the streets indicate that, majority who were 34 (40%) stayed in the street for the period between 1-5 years; followed by 29(34%) who had stayed in the streets for more than five years; and 22 (26%) who had stayed in streets for less than a year. The fact that children could survive in the streets for more than a year is an indication that these children prefer to live independently in streets than their previous homes.

Table 4.3: Demographic Characteristics for Adults

	Adults (n=103)
	Parents
	Govt& NGOs, caregivers
	Total informants
	Percentage

	Age:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18-25 Years
	5
	21
	26
	25%

	26-35 years
	26
	17
	43
	42%

	36-45 years
	11
	14
	25
	24%

	Above 45 years
	3
	6
	9
	9%

	Sex: 
	
	
	
	

	Males
	34
	28
	62
	60%

	Females
	23
	18
	41
	40%

	Education 
	
	
	
	

	Non-Formal Education
	12
	0
	12
	12%

	Primary School
	7
	0
	7
	7%

	Secondary School
	14
	16
	30
	29%

	Certificate/Diploma
	18
	23
	41
	40%

	Degree and above
	7
	18
	25
	24%

	Duration in Dar es salaam City
	
	
	
	

	Less than a year
	6
	13
	19
	18%

	1-5 years
	21
	12
	33
	32%

	Above 5 years
	34
	17
	51
	50%


Source: Field Data, 2019
The adults who were interviewed comprising of parents, government officers, WEOs, caretakers from NGOs and other relief organizations were 103 who had found time to respond to questionnaires and interviews. The age analysis shows that majority of respondents were those aged between 26-35 years whose total number was 43 (42%) of the total respondents. These were followed by those with age group between 18-25 years with a total number of 26(25%); followed by age group between 36-45 years who were 25 (24%); and9(9%) respondents whose age was above 45 years. The analysis on sex indicates that most of the respondents were males who were 62 in total equal to 60% of the total respondents; where females were 41 equals to 40% of the total respondents.

The analysis on the education level of respondents shows that majority of respondents had reached certificate/diploma who were 41 (40%); followed by those with secondary school education who were 30 (29%); followed by those with those non-formal education who were 12 (12%); lastly those with primary school education were 7 (7%). The analysis shows that the study comprised of different groups with different levels of education. The researcher may argue that the response contains the actual reflection of the society as it contained people with various educational backgrounds.

The analysis on the duration in Dar es salaam city shows that, majority of respondents who were 51 equivalent to 50% lived in Dar es salaam city for a period of more than five years; those who had stayed in Dar es salaam for a period between 1-5 years were 33 equal to 32%; while those who had stayed in Dar es salaam for a period less than a year were 19 equal to 18%.  These analysis shows that, most of the respondents are familiar with situations facing Dar es salaam city as most of them have been living in the city for a period of more than a year. The response given could be a true reflection of the actual situation facing the city concerning the problem of rising trend of street children.

4.3 Level of Family Integration

The first specific objective of the research, which examined the degree of family integration in Tanzania, is defined in this section. Various respondents, including street children, parents, government officers and NGOs, were allocated to the participants.
4.3.1 Children Response

Children were required to indicate whether there were any measures to reintegrate them back to their families, whether they enjoyed it, reasons for leaving their homes and how they see life in streets. The response is indicated based on questions directed to them. Figure 4.1 shows the response from street children who were interviewed concerning the level of family integration.
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Figure 4.1: Level of Family Integration for Street Children

Source: Research Findings, 2019
The analysis in Figure 4.1 shows that, 75% of the children that is 64 out of 85 interviewed children indicated that they have never been integrated back with their parents. Those who said yes were 25% that is 21 children out of 85 were at some point been reintegrated back with their families but were compelled to leave their families and return to the streets.

Support for Family Integration: Most of the children who were reintegrated back to their families indicated that close relatives including grandparents, aunts, uncles and family friends helped them to get back to their families. This analysis shows that most of the children do not get an opportunity to be reintegrated back to their families as no institution were mentioned to have helped the children get back to their families except for relatives.

Causes for going back to the Streets: The respondents, who said yes, were asked whether they enjoyed being reintegrated back to their families, most of the respondents indicated that they enjoyed it. When they were asked what made them come back to the street if they had enjoyed their union with their families, majority of the respondents said lack of adequate food was the main cause of their leaving. Some of them indicated hash treatments including biting from their parents/ guardians as the major cause that led them to go back to the streets where they could live independently. In their response most children said did not enjoy life in the street, but they are compelled to live such kind of life as they see themselves without any support. One child who was interviewed along Samora Street said the following;

“Living in the street is very difficult for us, there is no proper place to sleep, without blankets orbed sheets to cover ourselves especially during the cold season, but we are forced to live this kind of life as our homes are not supportive either”

4.3.2 Response from Parents

Parents were required to indicate whether they were aware of the street children problem in the country and indicate the causes and what could be done to solve the problem.

Awareness of street children problem: All respondents indicated to be aware of the street children problem in Dar es Salaam as there were no respondents who denied it. When they were requested to indicate the status of the problem, majority indicated that the problem is increasing as shown in figure 4.2.
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Figure 4.2: Status of Street Children in Recent Five Years

Source: Research Findings, 2019
The analysis in Figure 4.2 shows that majority of respondents who were 64% that is 16 parents out of 25 indicated that the problem was increasing; 32% that is 8 respondents said the problem remained the same; and only one respondent that is 4% indicated that the problem was decreasing. This response shows that there is a problem of street children in Dar es Salaam and this problem has been increasing in the recent years as compared to the past. The results from secondary data as analyzed by ILO (2018) indicated a rising trend although the results were said to be inconclusive as shown in the Figure 4.3. 
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Figure 4.3: The trend of Street Children in Tanzania

Source: ILO, 2018
The report shows that a total of 849,054 children were living in the streets (2012 government census); while the report from Global Giving Foundation indicated a total of about 437,500 as children living in the streets in Tanzania. The report further revealed that 22% of children migrate to the streets due to lack of school fees. 

4.3.3 Response from RAS, SWO, NGOs, and WEOs

The respondents in this category were required to indicate the duration of their stay in Dar es Salaam and how they perceive the problem of street children. The respondents were requested to indicate the causes and possible measures required to be taken to solve the problem. All respondents admitted that there is a problem of street children in Dar es Salaam and that the trend has been increasing in the recent five years. The responses are indicated in the figure 4.4 below.

4.3.3.1 Sources of Street Children in Dar es Salaam

The respondents were requested to indicate the origins of these street children. The response is presented in the figure 4.4 
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Figure 4.4: Sources of Street Children

Source: Research Findings, 2019

The analysis in figure 4.4, shows that majority of street children come from within Dar es salaam represented by 42% that is 33 respondents out of 103 who were interviewed; 37% of the respondents that is 29 respondents said that the street children come from other regions; while 21% of respondents that is 16 respondents showed that these street children come from nearby villages of the surrounding regions especially coastal region.

4.3.3.1 Family Disintegration as a cause for the Rising trend of Street Children in Dar es Salaam

Respondents were asked whether family disintegration contributes to the rising trend of street children in Dar e salaam city. The responses are indicated in figure 4.5.
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Figure 4.5: Rising Number of Street Children

Source: Research Findings, 2019

The analysis in figure 4.5 shows that majority of respondents that is 76(74%) were adamant that family disintegration problems leads to a rising number of street children in Dar es salaam city. On the other hand, 27(26%) of the respondents said no as they thought that other factors could be a major cause not necessarily family disintegration. Although, some response do not agree to the statement, but the majority response shows that the problem is largely contributed by family disintegration. In their explanations, they indicated that other reasons apart from family disintegration contribute to the rising trend of street children in Dar es Salaam. One of the parents had this to say;

“There are other factors that leads to an increasing trend of street children such as; poor family life, brutality of parents to children and peer pressures where children meet and discuss how to enjoy their freedom in big cities such as Dar es Salaam”. 

4.4 Causes of Poor Family Integration

In this section parents, government officers and caregivers from NGOs and other religious and relief organizations were required to indicate causes of poor family integration. The response includes from two main groups of adults: the parents and other stakeholders including government officers, NGOs and other caregivers.

4.4.1 Response from Parents on Causes of Poor Family Integration.

In this section, parents were required to indicate the level of agreement in a five-point Liker Scale. The response is presented in Table 4.4.

Table 4.4:  The cause of Poor Family Integration in Most Families in Tanzania

	S/N
	Statement
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree

	1
	Poor family relationships
	 2(8%)
	1(4%)
	2(8%)
	9 (36%)
	11(44%)

	2
	Lack of supportive institutions
	3(12%)
	2(8%)
	3(12%)
	5(20%)
	12 (48%)

	3
	Lack of supportive policies
	5(20%)
	2(8%)
	4 (16%)
	6(24%)
	4(16%)

	4
	Non-willingness of children themselves
	6(24%)
	3(12%)
	2(8%)
	5(20%)
	9(36%)

	5
	Non-willingness of parents/guardians
	14(56%)
	4(16%)
	2(8%)
	2(8%)
	4(12%)

	6
	Family conflicts
	2(8%)
	2(8%)
	4(16%)
	7(28%)
	10(40%)

	7
	Death of parents/guardians
	1(4%)
	2(8%)
	3(12%)
	8(32%)
	11(44%)

	8
	Family break-ups
	3(12%)
	1(4%)
	2(8%)
	6(24%)
	13(52%)


Source: Research Findings, 2019
The analysis from the table shows that majority of respondents agree that poor family relationships; lack of supportive institutions; non-willingness of children; family conflicts and family break-ups were major causes of the rising trend of street children.  Factors such as non-willingness of parents/guardians were considered to have minimal contribution to the rising trend of street children.

Poor Family Relationships: Those who strongly agreed were 11 respondents equal to 44%; those who agreed were 5 equals to 2%; those who were neutral to the statement were 2 equals to 8%. Those who strongly disagreed with the statement were 2 equals to 8% and those who disagreed were 4% that is 1 respondent.

Lack of supportive Institutions: Those who strongly agreed were 12 respondents equal to 48%; those who agreed were 9 equals to 36%; those who were neutral to the statement were 3 respondents equal to 12% of parents who were interviewed on this section. Those who disagreed were 2 equals to 8% and those who strongly disagreed were 3 equals to 12%.

Lack of supportive Policies: Those who strongly agreed were 4 respondents equal to 16%; those who agreed were 6 equals to 24%; those who were neutral to the statement were 4 respondents equal to 16% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 2 equals to 8%; while those who strongly disagreed were 5 equals to 20%. In this section we see a mixed result were some respondents view lack of supportive policies as important factor for family integration, other view it as not the factors that cause poor family integration. However, the response from the majority suggests that lack of supportive policies is a problem.
Non-Willingness of Children Themselves: Those who strongly agreed were 9 respondents equal to 36%; those who agreed were 5 equals to 20%; those who were neutral to the statement were 2 respondents equal to 8% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 3 equals to 12%; while those who strongly disagreed were 6 equals to 24%. From this analysis it can be argued non-willingness of the children to some extent is the cause of poor family integration.

Non-willingness of Parents/Guardians: Those who strongly agreed were 4 respondents equal to 12%; those who agreed were 2 equals to 8%; those who were neutral to the statement were 2 respondents equal to 8% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 4 equals to 16%; while those who strongly disagreed were 14 equals to 56%. From this analysis it can be argued most parents/guardians are willing to be reintegrated with their children but other factors including children themselves has been the hindering factor.

Family Conflicts: Those who strongly agreed were 10 respondents equal to 40%; those who agreed were 7 equals to 28%; those who were neutral to the statement were 4 respondents equal to 16% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 2 equals to 8%; while those who strongly disagreed were also 2 respondents equal to 8%. This kind of response shows that family conflicts emerge to be one of the top reasons for poor family integration.

Death of Parents/Guardians: Those who strongly agreed were 11 respondents equal to 44%; those who agreed were 8 equals to 32%; those who were neutral to the statement were 3 respondents equal to 12% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 2 equals to 8%; while those who strongly disagreed were 4% which is just one 1 respondent. This analysis shows that death of parents/guardians eventually leads to lack of support to the children and has been a major cause for most them to leave home, in this regard bringing them becomes a problem as no one to take care of them even if they accept to come back.

Family Break-Ups: Those who strongly agreed were 13 respondents equal to 52%; those who agreed were 6 equals to 24%; those who were neutral to the statement were 2 respondents equal to 8% of respondents. Those who disagreed with the statement were 4% equal to 1 respondent, while those who strongly disagreed were 3 equals to 12%. The response shows that when family breaks-up, children are the ones who suffer most, and it has been a major cause for not to succeed in family integration processes. The results in Table 4.4 were further summarized to rank them based on the highest frequency assigned to each statement.
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Figure  4.6: Causes of Poor Family Integration

Source: Research Findings, 2019
4.5 The Usefulness of Existing Social Welfare Services and Government Interventions in Family Integration
This section describes various interventions and support for street children and whether there have been any efforts to reintegrate children back to their families. The respondents on this category include both parents and other stakeholders including government officers, NGOs and relief organizations.
4.5.1 Existing Social Welfare Services and Government Interventions on Family Integration
In response to the question as to whether the existing social welfare services and government interventions on family integration helps family integration processes, majority agreed while some of them said no as shown in Figure 4.7.
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Figure 4.7: Social Welfare and Government Interventions on Family Integration

Source: Research Findings, 2019

The analysis in Figure 4.7 shows that majority of respondents do not think that the existing social welfare services and government interventions helps family integration processes. This is evidenced by the response of 56% who said no, while those who said yes were 44%. This response shows that, although there may be some government interventions on family integration, they are yet to produce desired outcome as the problem of family disintegration persists. This may have been due to challenges facing the integration process as indicated by some government officers who are dealing with social community services. 

Interventions aimed at bringing about sustainable family reintegration require mediation with and between the child, the family and the community. They also need to ensure that all parties accept their responsibilities and to obtain the support of the community (leaders, persons of influence, religious leaders, neighbours, associations etc.). The efforts to reintegrate children back to their families was said to have been constrained by limited budget allocation from the central government to municipal councils who face the problem directly; lack of cooperation among the stakeholders; and poverty among families failing them to care of their children. 
This view was further emphasized by Judith Kimaro, the Social Welfare Officer from Kinondoni Municipal who had this to say:

“One of the major hindrances to family integration is poverty among the community where most parents cannot afford to provide basic needs to their family members including food. As a result, most children return into streets soon after integration”

CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

5.1 Introduction

This chapter discusses the main findings as presented in the previous chapters on data analysis. This part also compares the current findings with those from relevant studies so as to validate the results.

5.2 Level of Family Integration

In assessing the level of family integration, children were requested to indicate whether there were any measures to reintegrate them back to their families; majority of children indicated that they have never been integrated back with their parents. However, there were few who at some point had been reintegrated back with their families but were compelled to leave their families and return to the streets. 

The study revealed that, most of the children who were reintegrated back to their families indicated that close relatives including grandparents, aunts, uncles and family friends helped them to get back to their families. This analysis shows that most of the children do not get an opportunity to be reintegrated back to their families as no institution were mentioned to have helped the children get back to their families except for relatives. Now that we have the research results, stakeholders in this area are in a better position to combat the rising number of street children.

The findings conform to those of Jones, (2013) who emphasized that, the difficulty of family integration is caused by economic hardship which contributes to the crisis inside the family as parents/guardians fail to meet the needs of their children. This successively pushes children into the streets. The study further revealed that, those who were re-integrated back to their families argued that, lack of adequate food was the main cause for them to leave their homes. Some of them indicated hash treatments including being bitten severely by parents/guardians as the major cause leading them to go back to the streets where they could live independently. To ensure that street children are integrated to their families successfully, addressing this challenge first will ensure sustainability.

The problem of rising number of street children has caught the attention of almost all the inhabitants of Dar es Salaam where majority of respondents admitted being aware of the problem and that the problem keeps on increasing. The findings which are also in line with those which were presented by International Labour Organization (ILO) in their report on the trend of street children in Tanzania (2018).The report shows that a total of 849,054 children were living in the streets (2012 census); while the report from Global Giving Foundation indicated a total of about 437,500 as children living in the streets in Tanzania. The report further revealed that 22% of children migrate to the streets due to lack of school fees. 

All these findings show that the problem of street children in Tanzania and Dar es Salaam in particular is “alarming”. The study noted that majority of these children come from within Dar es salaam, followed by villages that have close connection to Dar es salaam in the nearby regions such as Pwani and Morogoro. Few of the children come from other regions such as Mwanza, Dodoma, Arusha, Tabora and Singida.

The study revealed that poor family integration is the major leading factor for the rising number of street children. Other reasons apart from family disintegration include poor family life, brutality of parents to children and peer pressures where children meet and discuss how to enjoy their freedom in big cities such as Dar es Salaam. These findings also conform to those of Wakia, (2010). who argued that, broken homes have been leading factors forcing majority of children into streets.  Street life is believed to offer a lot of exciting than life within the poor rural, informal settlements. Parenting awareness will help in this process as some of the challenges encountered by street children are due to poor parenting. From these findings it can be argued that, family integration in Dar es Salaam is poor as most of the children fail to be reintegrated back to their families expect few of them who are assisted by their close relatives.

5.3 Causes of Poor Family Integration

The findings revealed that, poor family relationships; lack of supportive institutions; non-willingness of children; family conflicts and family break-ups were major causes of the rising trend of street children.  

5.3.1 Poor Family Relationships

The study revealed that, strong family relationship is the best cure for the rising trend of street children. Most of the stated problems facing street children emanated from poor family relationships among parents, or between parents/guardians with their children. For the first stage of the democratic experience for children, the family is the ideal framework. Family participation is a need as well as a right. Giving children the chance to express their opinions helps them to establish a special relationship with their parents or caregivers. It helps to smooth the connection with them, raises self-confidence and self-esteem. Children’s participation in household decisions makes them feel more responsible and provides the opportunity for them to feel valued as individuals. Freedom provided to children to take decisions about their lives increases their capacity to take decisions and thus empowers them. Therefore, engaging children in dialogue and exchange allows them to learn constructive ways of influencing the world around them. 
The findings also are in line with Doggett (2012),who argues that both parents have a greater responsibility to maintain strong and healthy relationships with their children.  He argues that, other family members such as uncles, aunts or older siblings also play an important role in their lives to ensure that they love their children. In his study, it was shown that, all children wanted most from parents is to be loved and cared for. However, parents usually did not express love for their adolescent children in outward displays of affection.

5.3.3 Lack of Supportive Institutions
The study revealed that there is no enough institutional support to eradicate the problem of street children. Despite the fact that, Tanzania has ratified to international conventions and enactments for the support of children such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the African Youth Charter 2006, and the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women and has domesticated them through the enactment of the Children’s Act 2011. However, these processes are yet to achieve desired goals as the problems of street children keep on rising throughout the country. Local authorities and institutions are yet to significantly translate these international and national conventions into local actions. This was also emphasized by Williamson & Greenberg (2010) who argued that, there is inadequate support from the local context where street children live – in the families and communities.
5.4 Lack of Supportive Policies
The response from the majority suggests that lack of supportive policies is a problem. The implementation of the policies largely depends on the wider participation of stakeholders including the community where the problem occurs, NGOs, academia and other sectors. The study noted that, this holistic approach in the policy implementation has been lacking. 
The findings are also consistent with those of Kauffman and Bunkers (2012), who pointed to the weakness of frameworks, policies and programs in Tanzania that address children's care. They suggested that in order to allow comprehensive support and protection, there are significant gaps and inherent weaknesses in the policies and implementation. The local context in which street children live, in families and communities, provides inadequate support.

5.5 The Usefulness of existing Social Welfare Services and Government Interventions in Family Integration
The study revealed that, majority of respondents do not think that the existing social welfare services and government interventions helps family integration processes. Although some of the response indicated otherwise, but the mixed results indicate problem in the existing social welfare and government interventions. This response shows that, although there may be some government interventions on family integration, they are yet to produce desired outcome as the problem of family disintegration persists. This may have been due to challenges facing the integration process as indicated by some government officers who are dealing with social community services. 

The efforts to reintegrate children back to their families was said to have been constrained by limited budget allocation from the central government to municipal councils who face the problem directly; lack of cooperation among the stakeholders; and poverty among families failing them to take care of their children. Furthermore, Fatmayin (212) revealed the way street children in Nigeria are mistreated and how the community is accused of failing to address the issue of street children. He argued that as individuals and as a society, their responsibilities as parents and as custodians of young people have not been fulfilled. Hoping that the issue will go away, the community tends to hide its head in the sand. Sadly, the issue is not going away, but is growing to alarming proportions.

CHAPTER SIX

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the summary of the findings based on the discussed issues, and then provides conclusions and recommendations. The direction for future research works is given in this part.

6.2 Summary

This study focused on investigating the challenges facing family integration in order to combat the rising number of street children in Tanzania. The study was restricted to Dar es Salaam region as the case study. Primary data was the main source of data through questionnaires and interviews from street children, parents, government officers and social and community workers from NGOs and relief organisations. However, to some points, secondary data from ILO (2018) were used in data analysis.

The main findings of the study reveal that, the problem of street children has been rising in recent years in Dar es Salaam. The study also reveals that, there is poor family integration in the country leading rising trend of street children in urban areas. The main causes of poor family integration were due to; lack of supportive institutions to ensure that international and national conventions and enactments are put into practice; lack of supportive policies; family conflicts and family break-ups. This study identified major gaps and inherent weaknesses in policies and implementation to enable comprehensive support and protection. Most of the street children do not get an opportunity to be reintegrated back to their families as no institution were mentioned to have helped the children get back to their families except for close relatives including uncles, aunts, grandparents and family friends.

Tanzania has ratified a number of international conventions and enactments for the support of children such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the African Youth Charter 2006, and the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women and has domesticated them through the enactment of the Children’s Act (2011).  However, these processes are yet to achieve desired goals as the problems of street children keep on rising throughout the country. Local authorities and institutions are yet to significantly translate these international and national conventions into local actions. Mediation with and between the child, the family and the community is needed as necessary interventions aimed at bringing about permanent family reintegration. They must also ensure that all parties recognize their obligations and receive the community's support (leaders, persons of influence, religious leaders, neighbours, associations etc.). The efforts to reintegrate children back to their families was said to have been constrained by limited budget allocation from the central government to municipal councils who face the problem directly; lack of cooperation among the stakeholders; and poverty among families failing them to take care of their children.

6.3 Conclusion

The rising trend of street children in Tanzania, notably Dar es Salaam region is alarming.There is many other reasons as to why children leave their homes. There are problems within their family or marital breakdown, poverty, parental loss through deaths or shortages of housing and harsh treatments from parents/guardians’ force children to the streets in order to survive. A family is a set-up perfected to raise a child and provide all the necessary means of life including personal care and love. Recent international discussions have reemphasized that the ideal situation for the growth and development of a child is to be raised within a family unit. Family integration becomes a remarkable solution to cub the rising trend of street children in the country. 

There are number of reasons for poor family integration in Tanzania including lack of supportive institutions and policies; poverty among parents as they fail to take care of their children; and continuous family conflicts. All these challenges need to be addressed to ensure that family integration processes are not hampered for creating long-term solutions to the problem of rising number of street children in the country. 

6.4 Recommendations

Based on the study findings and challenges raised; joint efforts from multiple stakeholders including the government, NGOs, Civil Societies, media and the community at large, is highly recommended through the following measures:

i. Improvements of parental care; awareness campaigns to both parents and children; increase counseling centers for street children so that they may be able to value their integration with their families; economic empowerment to communities; facilitating dialogue among key players including the government, NGOs, and international bodies to build a multidisciplinary network.

ii. Establishing links with children, understanding their view of reality and encouraging them to initiate the active process of coming off the street; this involves all activity leading to mutual attachment, offering children security with other adults: in other words, the right to family and community life.
iii. Re- integration into school is a necessary step on the road to long-term change in children’s lives and is essential to gaining access to new opportunities. In order to take this step, children must be prepared to enter a system that will be very different to their experiences and pace of life on the street. 

6.5 Suggestion for Future Research Works
Due to time limitations and budget, this study focused only on examining the challenges facing family integration for street children in Tanzania. Future research works are suggested on the impact of family integration on street children. This study will help to show the outcomes of children who have been able to return back to their parents/ guardians and present practical lessons to other children and the community at large.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1:  Interview Guide for Street Children

General Instructions 

 Dear Children,

This interview is intended for collecting information on Family Integration Challenges for Street Children in Tanzania. The information will help the researcher fulfill her study requirements for Masters Degree Program at the Open University of Tanzania. Please fill free to give your response as will be treated as highly confidential and solely used for the purpose intended for this study and not otherwise.
PART A: General Questions

1) Name……………………………………………………….

2) Sex of the respondent 

           1. Male


[   ]

            2. Female        


[   ]

3) What is your age in years--------------------------------------------------------

4) Where do you live?---------------------------------------------------------------

4)  Do you have;

1. Both parents?           

  [   ]        

          2. Single parent?             
    [   ]        

          3. Other relatives (Specify) -----------------------------------------------

5) If you have parents or relatives, where are they?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6) What are the occupations of your parents?

1. Government Employees
  [   ]         

2. Private employee                        
  [   ]        

3. Self-employed                          
  [   ]        

4. No specific job                     

  [   ]     

7) What is the education level of your parents?

1. Non formal education      

  [   ]        

2. Primary school                 

  [   ]        

3. Secondary school              

  [   ]        

4. Others                                

  [   ]        

12) How long have you been in the streets?

1. One year                       [   ]        

2. Two years                     [   ]        

3. Three years                   [   ]        

4. Four years                     [   ]        

5. More than four years    [   ]        

PART B: Level of Family Integration

1) Have you ever been reintegrated back with your family?

a. Yes              

 [   ]

b. No              

 [   ]

2) If yes, which institution or individual assisted you to be reintegrated with your family? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3) Did you enjoy joining back your family?

a. Yes              

 [   ]

b. No              

 [   ]

4) If yes, what made you come back again to the streets? 

………………………………………………………………………………..

PART C: Causes of Poor Family Integration

1) Before coming to the street who were you living with? 

1. Parents                                      
 [   ]

2. Relatives                              

[   ]

3. Caregivers/Guardian                           [   ]        

4. Others      


  [   ]   
2) How do you describe your relationships with the people you were living with?

a. Good

 [   ]

b. Bad

 [   ]

3) What caused you to live in streets?  -------------------------------------------------------

4) How do you see life in the street? 

a. Good                        [   ]

b. Bad                           [   ]

5) Please explain what makes life in street good/bad

6) Are you willing to go back and live with your family?

a. Yes              

 [   ]

b. No              

 [   ]

7)  Please explain your answer-----------------------------------------------------------------
PART D: The usefulness of existing social welfare services and government interventions in family integration

1) In your opinion, do you think the existing social welfare services and government interventions on family integration helps family integration processes?

a. Yes              

 [   ]

b. No              

 [   ]

2) If yes, what kind of intervention (s) is useful

Thank you

Appendix II: Questionnaire for Parents

General Instructions 

 Dear Parents,

This questionnaire is intended for collecting information on Family Integration Challenges for Street Children in Tanzania. The information will help the researcher fulfill her study requirements for Master’s Degree Program at the Open University of Tanzania.

Please fill in the space provided according to the questions indicated, your response will be treated as highly confidential and solely used for the purpose intended for this study and not otherwise.

PART A: General Questions

1) Name ……………………………………………………….

2) Sex of the respondent 

           1. Male


[   ]

            2. Female        


[   ]

3) Respondent’s age-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

4) Location----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5) Level of education

1. Non formal education                 [   ]        

2. Primary school                  
[   ]

3. Secondary school                       [   ]        

4. Others……..[   ]   

6) Respondent’s occupation

1. Government Employee               [   ]        

2. Private employee                        [   ]        

3. Self employed   [   ]        

4. Others ……….                           [   ]    

PART B: Level of Family Integration

1) Are you aware of street children?

a. Yes                

   [   ]        

b. No               

   [   ]  
2) How do you rank the problem of street children in the recent five years as compared to the past?


a. Increasing 


b. Decreasing                       [     ]


c. Remained the same
3) Is family integration a challenge to most Tanzanian families?


a. Yes                
  [   ]        


b. No 

 [   ]
4) Does family integration problems contribute to the rising number of street children?


a. Yes                
  [   ]        


b. No 

 [   ]

PART C: Causes of Poor Family Integration

1) What is the cause of poor family integration in most families in Tanzania?

Please give your opinion based on the following five points Likert Scale from 1-5.

Key: 1-Strongly Disagree; 2-Disagree; 3-Neutral; 4- Agree; 5-Strongly Agree

	S/N
	Statement
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Comments

	1
	Poor family relationships
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lack of supportive institutions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Lack of supportive policies
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Non willingness of children living in the streets
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Non willingness of parents/guardians
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Family conflicts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Death of parents/guardians
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Family break-ups
	
	
	
	
	
	


PART D: The usefulness of existing social welfare services and government interventions in family integration

1) In your opinion, do you think the existing social welfare services and government interventions on family integration helps family integration processes?

a. Yes

b. No

2) If yes, which kind of social welfare service (s) or intervention(s) helps family integration processes ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3) If no, what need to be done to improve the existing social welfare services and government interventions of family integration in Tanzania?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you

Appendix III:  Questionnaires for other stakeholders (Government RAS and SWO, NGOs, and WEOs)

PART A: General Questions

Name of respondent------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Age of respondent--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Education level of respondent------------------------------------------------------------------

Occupation/Title of the respondent------------------------------------------------------------

1) How long have you been living in Dar es Salaam city?

1. Less than one year           

   [   ]        

2. One year                           

   [   ]        

3. Two year                         

   [   ]        

4. Three years and above      

   [   ]     

PART B: Level of Family Integration

1) Do you think Dar es Salaam city has a problem of street children?

a. Yes                         [   ]        

b. No                          [   ]        

2) What is the current trend of the street children in Dar es Salaam city?

1. Increasing                     


  [   ]        

2. Decreasing                   


  [   ]        

3. Remain constant          


  [   ]        

4. It varies                          


  [   ]        

3) Where do these street children come from?

1. within the urban                                   [   ]        

2. nearby villages                                     [   ]        

3. within Dar es salaam city                     [   ]        

4. outside Dar es salaam city                [   ] 

4) Does family disintegration contribute to the rising number of street children in Dar es Salaam?

a. Yes           [   ]        

b.   No       [   ]    

5) Please explain your answer above

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PART D: The usefulness of existing social welfare services and government interventions in family integration

1) Are there efforts by authorities to reintegrate children back to their families? 

a. Yes                         



  [   ]        

b. No                         



  [   ]       

2) If yes, please explain types of efforts done by your authority to reintegrate children back to their families

3. Do you face any challenges during the process of reintegratingchildren back to their families?

a. Yes                         



  [   ]        

b. No                         



  [   ]       

4) If yes, what are these challenges that hinder these efforts?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5) From your experience, do children stay with families after reintegration? 

a. Yes



[    ]

b. No



[    ]

6) If not, what are the factors that cause children to go back to the streets? ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
7) Please suggest, what can be done to make reintegration of street children to their families more effective?

At child level

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At family/community level

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At government level

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you

Intervention strategies to address the challenges to reintegration of street children 





Level of family integration


Parents living with their children, healthy marriages, Kinship care, guardianship








Family Integration


Improved living standards


Basic needs met


Life skills acquired


Family reunification


Children’s rights met 


Reduced number of street children














Family integration strategies 


Awareness campaigns; Family reunification, counseling, relationship skills.











Social welfare services


Social services (food, shelter, education and health); family empowerments; legal and policy frameworks.











