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ABSTRACT

The general objective of this study was to investigate the effect of cultural practices on girl child education in Kwipipa village Gairo District. The specific objectives of the study were to examine the effect of early marriage on girl child education in Kwipipa village, to assess how poverty influence girl child education in Kwipipa village, and to find out how early pregnancy influence girl child education in Kwipipa village. A descriptive research design was employed, using a purposeful sampling and simple random sampling; both quantitative and qualitative methods of data analysis were used. Descriptive statistics were used to facilitate the assessment relationship between the variables of interest. 92 respondents participated from Kwipipa village. Based on the results of the descriptive analysis it was found that Early Marriage lead to early pregnancy this gives a girl child a burden to have family responsibilities and finally drop out of school, also it was found out that Poverty influence negative on girl child education, result reveal that because of poverty many houses have in conducive learning environment, also girl child has minimal time to study due to demand of labour at home and in farming activities, also because of poverty there is very little emphasis on sending a girl child to school. In case of early pregnancy result reveals that early pregnancy affects girl child school attendance which may result into class repetition and finally school dropout. The study recommend that Government in collaboration with educational stakeholders should construct hostels/dormitories facilities in order to reduce negative impacts of cultural practices on girl child education, the law-enforcers in cultural practices should work on the by laws that prohibit all bad cultural practices that affect girl child education. 
Keywords: Culture, Girl Child, Education, Poverty.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Introduction

This chapter present and discuss the background of the research problem it consist of background of the study, statement of the  problem, objective of the study, research questions, significance of the study, limitation an delimitation of the study, scope of the study and organisations of the study.

1.2 Background of the Study

There is an encouraging and growing international awareness that harmful traditional value and practices act as a root cause for discriminatory and violence against girls. Several studies both scientific and social agree that value –based discrimination is systematic and universal (Ras, 2006). According to the UN report (2005) negative social attitude and cultural practices are one of hindrances to female participation in education. These took form of parental preference of boys over girls and socialization within strict gender roles. It has been observed that girls do not have enough time for schoolwork because of the social belief that domestic cores are for girls. 

One woman in Canada was questioned and explained some situation at home that “girls have domestic chores that boys do not, boys if have chores it’s only shoveling snow and or mowing the lawn or mother pickup from the boys and tell girls are messy. Boys get allowances girls don’t get or they get less than boys (Minoz, 2005) These traditional beliefs have been found to foster negative attitude which limit family and community support for girl’s education. Identification and examination of this attitude is necessary before any decision can be made on what should be done to bring about change (Hari, 2006). UNICEF (2003) report on sub-Saharan Africa revealed that number of girls out of school each year has risen from 20million in 1999 to 24million in 2002, reasons mentioned are those of household responsibilities.

According to UN report, (2004) former secretary general said that in Africa families when they have to make choice due to limited resource of education either for boys or girls to send them to school, it’s always a boy who is chosen to attend school. Many girls are prevented from getting the education entitled to them because families often send their daughter out to work at a tender age so they can get the additional income they need to exist beyond sustenance level and finance the education of son. According to the research done in Sudan there is 90% illiteracy among women and some of these practices were mentioned as one of the factors that lead to the chances of education to girl being low, early marriage hold 58% followed by domestic chores 50% (Care International, 2010).

In Kenya, girl child education is still elusive (Mwangi, 2004) wrote a combination of poverty disease and backward culture practices continue to deny girl child her right to education. Despite the free primary education many girls still find themselves out of school due to demand of their labor at home, such as looking for their siblings, child marriage, doing household chores, death of the mother and looking after the sick member of the family. Social cultural belief and practices, early marriage, and pregnancy are reported factor in Tanzania which prevents girls from finishing school. Girls who get pregnant are expelled and pregnancy is considered as girls’ fault. Girls are called to perform domestic duties for teachers at school such as fetching water, reinforce gender stereotype and taking time away from learning (Pirroz, 2003) 
Having more than 120 ethnic groups, Tanzania has a variety of traditions customs and practices. Among the traditions and practices are traditional dances, puberty initiation rites and ceremonies, marriage ceremonies, harvesting ceremonies and female genital mutilation. Practices of these traditions and customs vary from one ethnic group to another and from one geographical location to another. Though traditional practices may play a significant role in unifying people belonging to the same group, they sometimes can lead to negative effects. Early marriages, female genital mutilation and son preference discriminate against a girl child and can ruin her future. Even though it’s good to preserve our cultural some of these culture practices in kwipipa village have been blamed to impede girls’ education. This study is conducted to assess the effect of cultural practices on girl child education in kwipipa village Morogoro rural district.
1.3 Statement of the Problem

In recent years, education for both girls and boys has been emphasized through primary and secondary education development programs initiated by the Government of Tanzania (Haki Elimu, 2010. Through these efforts, it has been observed that the gross enrolment ratio has been improving tremendously from 50% in 1990/ 91 to about 104.9% in 2011/12 (UNDP, 2005, 2011) and gender parity has been achieved in enrollment. Despite these achievements in education, it has also been reported that the dropout rate is high as enrolled students encounter variety of challenges and hence, they end up withdrawing from school (CARE International, 2010). Of the enrolled students more girls are said to leave school as compared to boys due to early pregnancies, early marriages, traditional and cultural reasons. For instance, in 2009 about 300 girls dropped out of school in Tanga Region due to different reasons; in 2010 about 880 girls dropped out in Kagera Region and 500 girls dropped out of school between 2005 and 2009 due to pregnancies (Haki Elimu, 2010). 
In Morogoro Region, the situation has been the same as between 2007 and 2009 about 331 girls had to leave school due to pregnancy. This situation in Morogoro is reported to be perpetuated by different cultural practices including initiation rituals done to girls throughout the region. The rituals which are conducted immediately on the onset of puberty are reported to have an impact to girls since what they learn does not encourage them to study but rather encourages them to become good wives and mothers. Therefore, this study was intended to investigate the effects of cultural practices on girl child education.
1.4 Objectives of the Study

1.4.1 General Objective

To investigate the effect of cultural practices on girl child education in Kwipipa village
1.4.2 Specific Objectives

i. To determine how early marriage affect girl child education in Kwipipa village.

ii. To assess how poverty affect girl child education in Kwipipa village.

iii. To find out how early pregnancy influence girl child education in Kwipipa village.

1.5 Research Questions

i. What is the impact of early marriage on girl child education in Kwipipa village?

ii. How does poverty affect girl child education in Kwipipa village?

iii. How early pregnancy impact girl child education in Kwipipa village?

1.6 Significance of the Study

Government sector and non-Government sector have been working hard to create awareness to the society on the importance of Girl child education, the achievement of this movement and their failure need to be determined so that the direction for future plan can be estimated. Therefore, this study is significant in the following ways:

i. The study will be important to the sector of education in that it will help in forming conducive environment which will help a girl child to study freely without influence of cultural activities that may hinder her academic development. 

ii. The study findings if adopted will be of help to the government, non-government, and religious organisations through its recommendation to make strategies that will improve girl child education  

iii. The study also will provide basis for other research to be conducted concerning effect of culture on girl child education. Lastly this study was part of the course fulfillment to acquire Master of art in Monitoring and Evaluation of Open University of Tanzania.
1.7 Limitations and Delimitations of the Study

The study faced various limitations specifically during data collection. Since the study population is girl students who mainly are at school, so it was difficult to get them. So, the study was conducted during holiday to get them. Also, like other studies some respondents of this study were resistant to provide information related to their cultural practices. To solve this, researcher ensured respondents that, information provided is for this study only (academic purpose only), and the information aggregated during publishing, so names of respondents were not to appear.
1.8 Scope of the Study

This study was conducted in Kwipipa, one of the village in Gairo district with the aim of investigating the effect of culture on Girl child education, descriptive research design was used. The population of the study was 4945 and that is the whole population of the village since culture is of concern to everybody in the society.
1.8 Organization of the Study

This research is organized into five chapters. The first chapter contains background information of the problem, statement of the problem, research objectives, research questions, significances of the study, and limitations and delimitations of the study. The second chapter provides the reviews of previous research related to this proposal including definitions of key concepts, theoretical reviews, empirical reviews, conceptual framework, and research gap. The third chapter covered the approach and methods that used including research design, area of the study, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, data collection methods and tool, data analysis and presentation, validity and reliability, as well as ethical consideration. The fourth chapter presents the analysis of the data and findings of the study. Also, it presented discussion in the effect of culture on girl child education. The last chapter presents summary and conclusion of the study. Also, this chapter presents recommendations made by the study according to study findings.
CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Chapter Overview

This chapter reviews the literature on effect of cultural practices on girl child education, research gap, and conceptual framework. The study presents the literature under different variables which are early marriage, poverty, school dropout, and effect of cultural practices on girl child education. These provide the ground to identify the gap that the current study filled.
2.2 Definition of Terms

2.2.1 Culture

Cush (2010) defined culture as a mental program that distinguishes one society from another, is their system of shared belief, values, custom, behavior and artifact that the member of the society use to cope with their world and with one another. It is transmitted through learning from one generation to another; in this chapter it was conceptualized as those beliefs that act as obstacles for girls to attain their education.
2.2.2 Early Pregnancy

According to Sambo (2009), teenage pregnancy refers to pregnancies which occur when the girl child is below the age of 18 years. Unwanted, unplanned and out of wedlock. In this chapter early pregnancy is defined as pregnancy which occurs when the girl child is still in school because of culture activities.
2.2.3 Early Marriage

Idabawa (2011) define early marriage as marriage before finishing primary and ordinary level school and especially before the age of 18. In this study early marriage is defined as a marriage of a girl child who is still in school because of culture practices like initiation ceremonies and primitive thought on girls that they are source of wealth (through dowry payment).
2.2.4 Poverty

Poverty is about not having enough money to meet basic needs including food, clothing, and shelter. In this study poverty is defined as a factor for girl to leave school temporary or permanent because her labor is needed at home and in the market, also she is a source of wealth to the family through dowry payment.
2.2.5 Girl Child Education

According to Musa (2014) Education Is a process of providing information or giving knowledge. In this study Girl child education is defined as a limited chances for female to access  knowledge and information so that they can develop physically, mentally, socially, emotionally, spiritually, and economically because of culture.
2.3 Theoretical Framework

2.3.1 Culture of Poverty Theory

Culture of poverty theory was developed by Lewis in 1969.Lewis argued that culture emerge when population that is socially and economically marginalized from a capitalist society develop a pattern of behavior to deal with their low status. This behavior is characterized by low operation, political apathy helplessness, disorganization, provincialism and the disparagement of what so-called middle-class value, once this culture is in place Lewis argue it develop mechanism that tended to perpetuate it, even if structure change had to be changed. 
As the theory explain most of marginalized society tend to find a way to deal with their low statuses and one of the ways to deal with their low statuses is to hold to their cultural practices, because their values do not match the middle-class values. Due to that they hold to some practices like early marriage, boy preference over girls and they forget the negative side of what they are doing as a result it led to poverty among themselves, school dropout for girls and disorganization in their life. The theory is sustainable for this study because the study is examining effects of cultural practices which many societies hold them due to presence of poverty. The argument is that, when societies will solve problem of poverty, will also drop cultural practices which led to girl discrimination especially in education.  
2.4 Empirical Review

2.4.1 Effect of Early Marriage on Girl Child Education

2.4.1.1 Family Responsibilities

Kelly et al., (2011) conducted research on effects of early marriage on girl child. They defined early marriage as the marriage below the age of 18 year. They used case study approach, and girls below 18 years as the target group. It is revealed that marriage before the age of 18 is a reality for many young women. The study found that early marriage led to many responsibilities to a child especially to care her husband and family, this family responsibilities decrease child concentration in school and her study, therefore affect her education at large. Also, they explained causes of early marriage as a result of financial constraint and low education, but it did not say how culture contributes to early marriage hence the study sought to find out to which extent cultural practices influence early marriage.
2.4.1.2 School Attendance

 2013, UNFPA rising evaluates the prevalence and antecedents of early marriage in the United States. Despite drastic changes in the American family, a significant minority of Americans marry early. The study used data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (N=14,165). The results indicate 25% of women and 16% of men marry before age 23, and early marriage varies widely across a number of characteristics. The study continues found that individuals who marry earlier are more likely to decrease their academic performance due to poor school attendance. Those who engaged in early marriage, attend two up to three days in a week. The study went far by revealing that, those who marry earlier miss more than half of class sessions. By doing so, their attendance affects much their education. This was for a developed country what about a developing country like Tanzania and especially a village like kwipipa hence the study seek to know how  early marriage affect girl child education in village level
2.4.1.3 Absenteeism

The study by Samara (2012) claim that early marriage is a norm despite changes happens in that institution, Samara revealed while more women are now marrying at later ages, in many regions, early marriage remains the norm. Overall, 20-50 percent of women in African countries are married by the age of 18, with the highest percentages in Sub-Saharan Africa. Also, the study indicate that early marriage contributes much in the absenteeism of child especially girl child. When girl child gets marriage, she supposed to take care her family, so she lacks time to go to school hence affect her education. 
However that is a long-time study and it is continental wise the study sought to find out to what extent the norm influences early marriage in Africa and particulary in kwipipa village. In addition, Action Aid (2016) studied early pregnancy and girl education in Uganda. Action Aid Report (2016) indicated that the national Primary school rate of early pregnancy in Uganda is at 2% annually and about four times more in some districts in the Northern and Eastern part of the country. Here early marriage and early pregnancy are well above 25% compared to the national average of 13% (Action Aid, 2016). These early marriages increase the absenteeism of girl child, which decrease her education performance.
2.4.1.4 Indiscipline

A report submitted by a journalist Mutegeki in 2018 in Uganda revealed that Uganda is one of the countries with the highest early and forced marriage.10% of girls are married off before the age of 15 and 40% of girls re married off before their 18th birth day (Mutegeki, 2018). Around 46 per cent of all women are married by the age of 18, according to Mutegeki 2018 figures despite the law setting 18 as the legal age of marriage. Mutegeki indicated that in Kabarole district, 20 primary pupils have been married off in a period of three months. 
These include three pupils from Kibyo Primary School, five from Mahyoro Primary School in Karangura Sub County, five from Kibaata Primary School Bunyangabu Sub County and seven from Kateebwa SDA primary school in Kateebwa Sub County. The report indicates that, girls after marriage they to disrespect their teachers and few students. They show disrespect to their teachers because they see themselves as grown up and they in the same age as their teachers, because they also have families. This disrespect led to be dropped out from school hence affect their education.
2.4.1.5 School Dropout

Furthermore, the study by (UNICEF, 2010) explain the effect of early marriage on girl child rights but it has not explained the effect of early marriage in the future life of that girl hence the research seeks to find out the percentage of failure early marriage contribute in the future of a girl child. UNICEF found that in South Asia people aged 20-24 years reported being married before the age of 18. South Asia has the highest rates of child marriage in the world, almost one in five girls (17%). Almost half (45%) of all women is married before the age of 15. It was indicated that, large number of school dropout is the result of child marriage. This is due to the fact that, school laws do not allow student to get married, if study caught get married, he/she will be dropped out from school. Due to school dropout girl child loss chance of getting education.
In 2017 in Ethiopia UNFPA conducted research on early marriage and girl child education. The study indicates that 40% of girls are married off before 18 years old, and 14% are married before they turn 15. Also, it was revealed that Ethiopia is the 16th highest nation in the world for child marriage. UNFPA showed that in Ethiopia, two in every five girls are dropped out from school due to get married before their 18th birthday and nearly one in five girls dropped out from school due to get married before the age of 15. Large number of girl students affected their education by been dropped out from school due to early marriage.
2.4.2 Poverty and Girl Child Education

2.4.2.1 in conducive learning Environment at Home

In 2015, Munthali conducted the study sought to find out to how poverty affected education especially to girl child in Malaysia. The study indicated that women make up half of the world population and yet represent a staggering 70% of the world poor, for the millions of women living in poverty their lives are litany of injustice, discrimination and obstacles that hinder achieving their education. The study found that due to poverty, many families have home with environment which is not conducive to support children to study at home. Many poor families have no electricity and furniture (table and chair). According to this study poverty is affect more women than men. 
2.4.2.2 Girls as Source of Wealth

In addition, In Pakistan Arif et al. in 2009 conducted study on how poverty affect girl education. The study revealed that male and female enrollment was alike but this was not the case with the income. The boys’ enrollment in school was not influenced by income while girl chances of attending school depending on the availability of additional financial resources. Most of poor families see girls as a source of wealth, girl child is supposed to be prepared to marriage and not to go to school. The study found that, poor families prepare a girl child for married because well prepared girl her bride is high, so they investment in preparation of marriage so that they will get wealth when marry their daughter. The study has explained only the effect of low income in Pakistan, which is a country and it has lot source of earning income, but what about a village like Kwipipa?
Similarly, Kasante (2014) and kakuru (2015) explain how poverty affects girl child education. The study used descriptive approach and collect data by using questionnaire to 130 girl children from 2 schools in Kasese, Uganda. The study revealed that many families marry their daughter instead of taking them to school because they want to get money (bride). Poor family prepared their girl child to get married because the more she is prepared the more the bride they get. Parents believe marring off the girl child is an escape route from poverty. Parents believe marrying off a child will benefit the family in term of attaining a bride price.
However, in 2012 Macheru study poverty and backward cultural practices if have contributed to harden the quest for the girl child to access education in Zambia. Macheru realized that deep in our African culture girls were taken to be source of wealth for the family because once they got a suitor they were sold off for marriage. There by giving the family some wealth through bride price on the other hand the boy child is greatly favored since all resource is invested on him in order to make sure they got the best education possible. 
When resources were depleted the girl, child was forced into early marriage in order for the family to raise enough money to see that the boy got all the necessary need to succeed in school. The circle would go on and this is how many generations of women go without basic education and therefore left them marginalized when it comes to job opportunity (Macheru, 2012). Macheru has explained that poverty and cultural practices are factor for poor access of education for girls, but they have not explained how backward cultural practices lead to poverty especially among girls.
2.4.2.3 Parents Preference of Boys over Girls

Furthermore, Holmes (2013), conducted research sought to find out how poverty affect education of many girls in South Africa. The study of Holmes (2013) found out that overall female receives less education than males due to poverty. This study further argues that opportunity costs of sending female to school will not accrue to their potential household. Holmes (2013) explains that the reason for girls failing to get education is because of economic and social cultural factor but it did not say how many girls in percentage wise are out of school because of those two factors. 
Also, the study found that girls suffer more from the effect of poverty because it cost more to educate a girl than a boy, it is the cost of tuition plus opportunity cost or the cost to the family of the loss of her labor within the household in the field and at the market place. The opportunity cost for boys is not as high (Munthali, 2005). Lastly, Hari (2017) conducted study on effects of finance on education in Tanzania. Hari (2017) noted that even those communities where parents are aware of the importance and concerned about education of girl’s enrollment level were still low due to their inability to meet the cost of education. 
Parents point out that the high cost of education coupled with deteriorating economy which had reduced the disposable income available to their families had made it difficult to provide an education for all children regardless of sex (Hari, 2017). In almost all the countries education is financed through cost sharing with the parents bearing share of the burden. Another issue that Hari (2017) found was further aggravated this situation is the fact that especially in rural areas families tend to have a fairly large number of children. 
The comparative effect of the finance required for education often provides to be much of the family. In many communities where by girl education was not valued the issue of poverty further aggravated the situation of girl lack of access to education, because in such area parents when faced with some scarce resource choose to educate boys rather than girls. This also effect parents’ willingness to pay for tuition and provide education incentives for their daughter (Hari, 2017). Hari (2017) shows that poverty can lead to boys being favored when it comes to education opportunities rather than girls but this is for country level, this study sought to find out how that statement can be proven in relation to Kwipipa village.

2.4.3 Early Pregnancy and Girl Child Education

2.4.3.1 Grade Repetition

Rogers (2007) study early pregnancy and girl child education in United States. Rogers involved 260 girl students from 13 high schools. Rogers (2007) used case study research design. Nationwide, about seven thousand students get pregnant every school year (Rogers, 2007). The study found that 20% of girls who repeat grade were due to early pregnancy. Girl student was supposed to stay home during pregnant period and return to school after give birth, so she supposed to repeat class. 

According to this study they have not shown how culture practices lead to early pregnancy among girls; it is too general; this research wants to establish how cultural practices lead to early pregnancy and affects girl child education in Kwipipa village.

Furthermore, report delivered by Daily News Report (2014) on how early pregnancy affect girl child education in Zimbabwe. There is high rate of grade repetition due to early pregnancy for example in chiredzi the shangaan girl children were supposed to repeat grade due to early pregnancy (Daily News Report, 2014). 
Plan international Zimbabwe said some cultural beliefs were not on the best interest of the girl child, also poverty is contributing to most girl’s early pregnancy, most families opt to invest in boys whom they say would remain in the family when girl get married (Daily News Report, 2014). Daily News Report (2014) has given combination of factors for early pregnancy but have not given out the effect of early pregnancy on girl child education, therefore this research sought to find out effect of early pregnancy on girl child education.

2.4.3.2 School Dropout

Also, in 2010 Jyoti studied the effects of early pregnancy in Brazil. Jyoti (2010) found that, data shows that literacy rate is 53.67% among girls compared to boys which are 72.26%, and the gross dropout rate among girl is 34% by the time they reach class five. The major reason behind this is early pregnancy, many girls’ student gets pregnant while they are study (Jyoti, 2010). The daughters are getting early pregnant because of the social and economic value of the girl is not recognized. The number of reason for girl’s early pregnancy when they reach class five are distance of the school from the village, adolescent males rape them and get pregnancy (Jyoti, 2010). 

The parents’ sensitivity toward the girl child education is less it is so more gender bias where son is preferred more (Jyoti 2010). Jyoti (2010) explained factors lead to early pregnancy but did not show to what extent those factors affect girl child education, this study sought to find out to what extent girl child education is affected by household chores. Additionally, UNGEI (2012) studied the effects of cultural belief and traditional on girl child education in West Africa. Cultural belief and traditional throughout the region contributed to the low status of women and exacerbate gender discrimination against girls (UNGEI, 2012). 
A traditional view of girl as economic agent tends to burden girls with heavy domestic chores and income responsibilities keeping girls from enrolling and causing early pregnancy (UNGEI, 2012). Furthermore, UNGEI (2012) found that early marriage and pregnancy drive many girls away from school before they complete a full course of education. UNGEI (2012) say that traditional views which cause early marriage and pregnancy affects girl child education, but they are the only factors affecting girl child education, researcher want to find out what are the effects of early pregnancy on girl child education in Kwipipa village.
Also, in 2015 UNESCO conducted research on early pregnancy in East Africa. According to UNESCO (2015) approximately, 1million pupils never make it to secondary school every year due to early pregnancy, Uganda has the highest rate of early pregnancy in East Africa, and Kenya has the lowest rate compared to Uganda but higher than that of Tanzania. A follow up of every 100 pupils who joined class one in 1999 showed that 8% get pregnant before reach class seven in Uganda, in Kenya 5% and Tanzania 3%.
2.4.4 Effect of Cultural Practices on Girl Child Education

In 2003, WHO conducted research on effects of cultural practices on girl child education in the world. In every culture important practice exist which celebrate life cycle transition perpetuate community cohesion or transmit traditional values to subsequently generation these traditions reflect norms of care and behavior based on age, life stage, gender and social class (WHO, 2003). While many traditions promote social cohesion and unity other erode the physical and psychological health and integrity of individual particular girl and women. 
Factor such as limited access to education, information and services; allow those that may be harmful to persist (WHO, 2003). Harmful traditions exist in many differences from but they share origin in historically un equal social and economic relationship between men and women and men, Female genital mutilation, early marriage, negative impact on health and wellbeing of female (WHO, 2003). The study by WHO (2003) presents cultures that effect women and importance of culture in general. This research sought to find out how cultural practices influence girl child education in Kwipipa Village.
Also, UN Women (2005) conducted research on cultural practice and girl child education in Sub Saharan Countries. Although the number of educated children has grown in the past 20yrs in some country’s boys have proportionately fared much better than girls (UN Women, 2005). UN Women founded that in 2005, 130 million children had no access to primary school of these 81 million were girls. This can be attributed to such factor as customary attitudes, child labor, and early marriage, lack of fund and lack of adequate school resources and gender inequality in society at large as well as in the family (UN Women, 2005). 
In some countries like Ethiopia, Sudan, Zimbabwe, and Congo the shortage of women teacher can inhibit the enrollment of girls in many case girls start undertaking heavy domestic chores at a very early age are expected to manage to manage both education and domestic responsibilities often result in poor scholastic performance and an early drop out from schooling (UN Women, 2005).The study by UN Women is of long time and it was in a country with high population, the study sought to find out effect of cultural practices on girl child in village level at a time.
Furthermore, in Nigeria a study conducted in Katcha community by Oleribe (2008) shows that there are several cultural practices that mitigate against girl child education, this includes child marriages which over years have caused several children not to go to school at all or to dropout half way. Cultures of Egikpa where by girl child are given to another family for training and upkeeps, Sadakaar where by girl under age are freely given to men as wives (Oleribe, 2008). 
Similar reports have shown that early marriage, teenage, pregnancy, gender inequality in society contribute to poor scholastic performance and force girls to drop out of school. (Howley et, al 2009). Similarly, there is a belief that girl do not need formal education and are deprived of the opportunity for school work. According to this study early marriage, teen pregnancies are the factor for school dropout. But it didn’t explain how those things relate hence this study sought to find out the relationship between cultural practices and girl child education in Kwipipa village.
Likewise, a study conducted by Senkaaba (2010) in Kapchorwa, Uganda on factors leads to the poor girl child education. Senkaaba (2010) showed that 50% of girls in that place are not attending school due to some strong tradition dangerous culture belief and practices where by most are affected by female genital Mutilation. Many times, circumcision result into early marriage for girls and this has denied many girls education and those who are lucky to go to school blocked by domestic chores (Senkaaba, 2010). This study has shown effect of cultural practices in Uganda which is a country, this research sought to find how many girls are out of school as a result of social cultural practices in Kwipipa village.
Furthermore, in 2012 NIMO conducted study in Maasai society in Tanzania on the factors caused low girl child education. NIMO (2010) include economic incentives for early marriage, the belief that biological parents do not benefit from educating a daughter since the girl child will became a member of the husband family when she gets married, also the belief that women are traditionally valued on the basis of how many children you have not on by how educated or economically successful they might become. 
The economic, cultural and physical factors that combine to deny education to Maasai girls in Tanzania are numerous and taken together almost impossible for all but the most determine girl to overcome even when impossible (NIMO, 2010). Maasai girls have the added impediment of the belief that prevents girls from enrolling or complete school. Fear of pre–marital pregnancy is a common reason for parents to insist that their daughter leave school and marry early (NIMO, 2010). According to the study by NIMO (2010) there are so many cultural beliefs that influence girl child education but it has not said who are perpetuator of those practices hence this study sought to find out about who are the perpetuate, the society or who else.
2.4.5 Synthesis and Knowledge Gap

The literature review highlighted the most important aspect of culture and how they influence girl child education, Literature review shows that a girl child education has been affected by culture ever since ,even if there is culture adjustment many community have not change. Most of literatures reviewed have been conducted in continental and country basis and they are showing effect of culture on girl child education but they have not proposed a solution on what to be done. In response to this gap the study was designed to be carried out as an attempt to bridge and narrow the gap and propose effective measure that will help in improving girl child education

2.5 Conceptual Framework

A Conceptual framework is a hypothesized model identifying the model under study and the relationships between the dependent variable and the independent variables (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2006). 
Independent Variables




Dependent Variable
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Figure 2.1: Effect of Cultural Practice on Girl Child Education in Kwipipa Village
The conceptual framework of this study addresses the following variables: independent and dependent variables, independent variables comprise of the following early marriage, Poverty and early pregnancy while dependent variable is girl child education. The conceptual framework addresses variables by providing relationship between independent variables and dependent variable. 
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Chapter Overview

This chapter addresses the approach to the study and detail concerning research methods that will be used to study. It includes the research design, the population of the study, sample size, data collection, research instrument construction, validity and reliability of the study, data processing and analysis and report writing format.
3.2 Research Design

According to Mugenda and Mugenda (2000) research design encompasses the Methodology and procedures employed to conduct scientific research. The design of

a study defines the study type; It is a detailed outline of how an investigation will take place. A research design was typically including how data is to be collected, what instruments were employed, how the instruments were used and the intended means for analyzing data collected. It is the blueprint of the research methodology. This Study was case study research design, since it allows to know the current condition and Recommend solution.
3.3 Location of the Study

The study conducted in Kwipipa village. Kwipipa is one of the 4 large villages in Rubeho ward of Gairo district in Morogoro. The area is surrounded by hills, and the main activity of Kwipipa village is agriculture. It is located 150 km from the Morogoro town. Kwipipa village has four small villages namely Shuleni, Mkokani, Chisiga, and Ofisini. According to 2012 census Kwipipa village has a population of 4945 women are 2649 and men are 2296. The people of Kwipipa village depend on agriculture. Agriculture is the principal economic activity, with over 90% of the households engaged in farming. The most common food crops are cassava, sweet potatoes, and beans. The researcher selected this area because it was reported by Ministry of Education as the village with high girl illiterate rate, and large number of school dropout due to early marriage in Morogoro.
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Figure 3.1: A Map Show Four Agglomerates of Rubeho

Source: citypopulation.de (2019)
3.4 Study Population

According to the population census (2012) the population of Kwipipa village is 4945 where by women are 2649 and men are 2296 from that population my target population is 4945 people. The population of this study was all women and men because the effects of culture on girl education can be explained and experienced by anyone since, culture issue is concerning with everyone in the society.
3.5 Sample Size

The sample size was selected from the target population of 4945 people using the mathematical formula by Taro Yamane (1970) whereby:

    n =     N
           1+N (e)²

      Where:      n= Total sample size



N = Total Population



e =Desire margin of error (0.1) ²


n = 4945


 1+ 4945 (0.1) ²


n= (4945) / (1+ 49.45)

            n = (4945)/ (50.45)

            n =98 Respondents

Therefore, sample size will be 98 respondents.
3.6 Sampling Procedure

The researcher used simple random sampling and purposive sampling selection techniques. 
3.6.1 Simple Random Sampling

Simple random sampling was used to boost the credibility to a sample involving many individuals. A simple random sample is a subset of a statistical population in which each member of the subset has an equal probability of being chosen (Sekaran, 2003). The study used stratified simple random sampling to select girls aged 15-20 years who are out of school and those still in school, and head of households. This ensured to avoid biasedness and to have representative sample.
3.6.2 Purposive Sampling Technique

Purposive sampling is a sampling technique in which researcher relies on his or her own judgment when choosing members of population to participate in the study. This is a non-probability sampling method and it occurs when “elements selected for the sample are chosen by the judgment of the researcher. Researchers often believe that they can obtain a representative sample by using a sound judgment, which will result in saving time and money (Black 2010). The study used homogenous purposive sampling that aim at getting homogenous sample 
The technique used to select study units due to the nature of the study which demanded collection of data from units which researcher believed they obtain crucial information, with specialty hands on experience and knowledge on the studied subject/topic, (Adam and Kamuzora, 2008). Here some of the organization key informant officials implementing adolescent pregnancy control programs, local governmental officials and other experts like teachers and social welfare practitioners were purposefully selected to cutter for the needed information.
3.7 Types and Sources of Data

The research used both primary and secondary data. Primary Data are data collected by using self-administered questionnaires, since primary data are the data collected direct from the field or collected afresh (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2012). Secondary Data are data collected by using documentary review, since secondary data are the data which have already been collected or used by someone else (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2012).
3.8 Data Collection Methods and Tools

3.8.1 Questionnaire

The researcher distributed questionnaires to district education officer, teachers, heads of households, and girls aged 15-20 years who are out of school and those still in school. The researcher used questionnaires data collection tool to collect primary data concerning effects of cultural practices in girl child education. The respondents were fill questionnaire themselves. Since respondents were free to provide information on cultural practices and girl child education. Also, the method saved time and enabled researcher to collect data in a wide area.
3.8.3 Documentary Review

The researcher collected secondary data such as girls’ enrollments, number of girls whose are out of school, and number of girls who are in school. These data were collected from districts reports, and school reports, and previous studies concerning cultural practices and girl child education.
3.9 Data Processing and Analysis

Data collected from the field were coded for computer analysis using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS). Before entering data into SPSS, the researches check if all questions in the questionnaire were answered. This was to ensure that the data is accurate, consistent with other facts gathered and uniformly entered. The study used univariate and bivariate analysis, frequency and percentage technique were also used to analyze collected data and results were presented in form of table. Qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis in which world and quotation were employed.
3.10 Validity

Validity is the degree to which results found from analysis of data really represent the problem under study (Kothari, 2009). In this study the researcher checked validity through pre-testing of questionnaires as a data collection tool. Before researcher collected data, first 10 questionnaires to students so as to check if questions are well understood and measure what is supposed to be measured. After pre-testing the researcher edited some questions and ensured questionnaire was valid.
3.11 Reliability

According to Kothari (2009), reliability refers to an extent in which a research instrument produces consistent results after repeated trial. The researcher checks reliability of the data by used Cronbach Alpha test. After the running Cronbach test the Alpha obtained is 0.745, this means that the data obtained produces consistent results after repeated trial. Because, the value of Cronbach Alpha obtained is 0.745. The results were supported by Mandrish & Schaffer (2017) whose revealed that when Cronbach Alpha is 0.7 or greater than that, it means the research instrument produces consistent results after repeated trial.
3.12 Ethical Consideration

Ethical approval was obtained from The Open University of Tanzania. Permission to conduct the study was obtained from the District Education Officer (DEO) of the Gairo District. The permission was channeled through the Ward Education Officer (WEO) who coordinates educational matters in the ward. All participants were informed about the purpose of the study and informed consent was obtained for their participation as well as for interviews. Participants informed that there were no material benefits to them for taking part in the study and also that there was no perceived harm to them to participate, with emphasis on confidentiality. The researcher also assured the participants confidentiality of their information by asking them not to include their names or any form of identification on the questionnaires.

CHAPTER FOUR

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Chapter Overview

This chapter presents the analysis of the data and findings of the study. The presentation and discussion of the findings are done in chronological order to enhance understanding of the leader at a glance. This chapter present data which have been collected and analyzed using table for its interpretation in relation to research question and interview conducted the study expected 98 respondents but during interview only 92 respondents were available. This chapter has two section the first is Respondent information and the second one has specific finding as related to the study objectives.
4.2 Respondents Information

4.2.1 Age

The study found that majority of the respondents (26.1%) were aged 15-19 years followed by 30-34 years. This is due to the fact that the age of 15-19 years is the age which many of them are at school either secondary or primary so they have vital information concerning effects of culture on education since majority of them are in education system.
Table 4.1: Age of Respondents

	   Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	15-19 years
	24
	26.1

	
	20-24 years
	10
	10.9

	
	30-34 years
	22
	23.9

	
	35-39 years
	16
	17.4

	
	Above 39 years
	20
	21.7

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: researcher, (2021)
4.2.2 Sex

The results show that majority of the participants (54.3 percent) are female and male are 45.7 percent. This is due to the fact that the general population of female is high compare to the general population of male. The result of the study is equivalent to 2012 census, which stated revealed that Kwipipa village has a population of 4945 women are 2649 and men are 2296 (NBS, 2012). Also, due to the study based on girl child education, the key informants were supposed to be female, since they are the ones who experience the effects of cultural practices.
Table 4.2: Sex of Respondents

	 Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Male
	42
	45.7

	
	Female
	50
	54.3

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data analysis (2020)

4.2.3 Education Level

Table 4.3: Education Level of Respondents

	                Responses
	Frequency (n)
	 Percent (%)

	
	Primary Education
	54
	58.7

	
	Secondary Education
	34
	37.0

	
	College/University Education
	4
	4.3

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
The findings reveal that 58.7 percent of the respondents attain primary education while only 4.3 percent attain college/university education. This is because majority of Kwipipa dwellers were dropout at primary level education or fail to go to secondary level education. Due to presence of poverty and bad cultural practices most of Kwipipa residence fail to continue to another education level (secondary level) and engaged themselves in agriculture and other small economic activities (Haki Elimu, 2017).
4.2.4 Respondents Wealth Status

The findings of the study indicate that there is no household with rich wealth status. Additionally, the study found that 54.3 percent of the respondents, their households are poor. This was established through surveying of economic activities conducted at the area many house hold engage in small scale farming and most of time is farming for food not business.
Table 4.4: Respondent Wealth Status

	   Response
	Frequency (n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Poor
	50
	54.3

	
	Middle
	42
	45.7

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)

4.3 Findings as Per Study Objectives

4.3.1 Effects of Early Marriage on Girl Child Education

4.3.1.1 Early Marriage cause Early Pregnancy

The study finding indicate that early marriage cause pregnancy hence can cause death during delivery and end girl child education dream since 47.8 percent of participant agreed and 39.1% strongly agree with the statement which said early marriage cause pregnancy hence can cause death during delivery. In place where there is early marriage death rate increases because many females (below 18 years) their bodies are not mature enough to give birth hence cause death during delivering. This finding is supported by Human Development Resource Centre (2015), many societies experienced high death rate due to the presence of early marriages. Girl children die when they get pregnancy since they lack parental education and their bodies are not mature enough to get pregnancy and give birth. Also, Bala (2017) in his study found that one consequence of early marriage to child girl child education is death due to early pregnancy. Therefore, early marriage end girl child education dream by causing death due to early pregnancy.
Table 4.5: Early Marriage Cause Early Pregnancy

	    Response
	Frequency (n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Disagree
	2
	2.2

	
	Not Sure
	10
	10.9

	
	Agree
	44
	47.8

	
	Strongly Agree
	36
	39.1

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)

4.3.1.2 Early Marriage increase Family Responsibilities

 The study indicate that 58.7 percent of respondents agree with the statement which said having a family to take care of, there is high possibility of decreasing school performance and fail in her studies. When girl child gets married, she becomes wife and student at the same time so she has responsibilities as wife and student. During the study time she is supposed to take care of her husband, so automatically her academic performance will decrease. 
This finding is equal to Bayisenge (2015) study which found that 20 percent of girl child decrease their academic performance and fail due to marriage responsibilities. Girls who are married cannot even have good concentration from the teachers in the schools and it is very unlikely for them to involve in various school programs because of their family responsibilities as wives (Ingrid, 2018).
Table 4.6: Early Marriage increase Family Responsibilities

	      Responses
	      Frequency (n)
	      Percent (%)

	
	Agree
	54
	58.7

	
	Strong agree
	38
	41.3

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
4.3.1.3 Early Marriage cause Absenteeism

Additionally, majority of the respondents (67.4 percent) agree with the statement said that early marriage cause girl students to stay away from school without leave or explanation. This is due to the fact that the school attendance of married girls one way or another become completely reliant on their spouse and cannot be self-reliant, this causes poor school attendance. Truancy is more experienced by the married girls due to have no right of making decision in their family, their husbands are the ones whose making decision when they supposed to go to school and other places (Singh & Samara, 2015). Also, due to the family responsibilities as wives and mother, sometimes married girls decided not to go to school so as to accomplish their family duties (Musaazi, 2012).
Table 4.7: Early Marriage Cause Absenteeism

	    Responses
	Frequency (n)
	         Percent (%)

	
	Not Sure
	2
	2.2

	
	Agree
	62
	67.4

	
	Strongly Agree
	28
	30.4

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data analysis (2020)

4.3.1.4 Early Marriage cause Indiscipline

Furthermore, the study indicates that 34.8 percent of the participants are strongly agreed that early marriage causes indiscipline of married girl to teachers and their fellow student. Married girl see herself as she is grown up, she is the same age as her teachers hence disrespect   teachers and students. The result is supported by the study conducted by the Oyedepo (2014) which revealed that students’ indiscipline was ranked moderately as effect of early marriage. 
Table 4.8: Early Marriage Cause Indiscipline

	          Response
	     Frequency (n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Not Sure
	8
	8.7

	
	Agree
	52
	56.5

	
	Strongly Agree
	32
	34.8

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
4.3.1.5 Early Marriage Cause School Dropout

Moreover, the study finding show that 54.3 percent of the respondents are agree that early marriage cause girl student to dropout from school. This is due to the country’s law which stated that every girl student who gets married should be expelled from school. This finding is supported by Ango (2017) who revealed that girl child is far more likely to drop out from school. Approximately 30 percent of female in rural areas have no education equated to 25 percent of males (Ango, 2017). 
Early marriage is essentially related and is the key challenge girl child face by staying in school, mostly in rural areas. A ccording to Mtae (2018), in some communities practicing female circumcision, once a girl is circumcised she has to get married regardless of her age. This means if she was a student she is very likely to get pregnant and drop out of school.
Table 4.9: Early Marriage Cause School Dropout

	 Responses
	Frequency (n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Agree
	50
	54.3

	
	Strongly Agree
	42
	45.7

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
4.4 Effects of Poverty on Girl Child Education

4.4.1 Poverty lead to in Conducive Learning Environment to Girl

The study indicate that 73.9 percent of the respondents were strongly agree that home environment are not conducive to learning due to lack of space to do homework, lighting, desk or table work on, as well as reading books. Due to extreme poverty girl child use candle light or lamp to study instead of using electricity hence efficiency in study decrease. 
Table 4.10: Poverty Lead to in Conducive Learning Environment to Girls
	  Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Not Sure
	4
	4.3

	
	Agree
	20
	21.7

	
	Strongly Agree
	68
	73.9

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
Also, families are not able to buy reading books and sometimes exercise books and other reading and writing tools to their girls’ children. The study finding was supported by Plan International (2019) report which indicated that 15 percent of girls have poor academic performance due to lack of studying materials such as reading and textbooks, also lack of electricity at home and school. Additionally, many girls especially from rural areas their home environments are not conducive to learning (IRIN, 2015).
4.4.2 Poverty Minimise time for Girl Child Time to Study
The study findings revealed that 56.5 percent of participants agree that girl child lacks study time due to do all domestic works like cooking, fetching water and firewood, house cleaning and others. Girl child experience poor academic performance due to use very much time to do all domestic works, and this is because of culture habits that household chores are for girls.The study result is supported by Manwa (2010) who proven that, studying barriers are extreme for girl children due to the fact that they bear a larger burden of domestic responsibility compared to boys do. Girl child, cook and prepare foods, take care of the sick, clean the home and wash clothes. Girl child possess the home and they are in control as they decide what each person should eat. Girl child use too much time on domestic works hence decreases their academic performance.
Table 4.11: Poverty Minimise Girl Child time to Study
	  Responses
	Frequency (n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Disagree
	4
	4.3

	
	Not Sure
	8
	8.7

	
	Agree
	52
	56.5

	
	Strongly Agree
	28
	30.4

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data, (2020)
4.4.3 Poverty cause Family to Prefer Boys over Girl
Furthermore, the study found that majority of the respondents (47.8 percent) agree that due to the limited of resource, parents sees boys as better investment since girls will leave family after marriage. Family prefers to educate boy children because, they think girl children will benefit her husband’s family after get married. Girl child will marry out of her father’s house to her husband’s house and will not continue to bear her father’s name (Mascarehas, 2018). They did not see their girl child education as profitable and therefore did not encourage them to go to school before marriage.
Table 4.12: Poverty Cause Family to Prefer Boys over Girls
	            Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Strongly Disagree
	4
	4.3

	
	Disagree
	4
	4.3

	
	Not Sure
	22
	23.9

	
	Agree
	44
	47.8

	
	Strongly Agree
	18
	19.6

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
4.4.4 Poverty cause a Girl Child to be Seen as a Source of Wealth in the Family
Also, the study results indicate that 50.0 percent of the participants agree that families see girls as source of wealth. Poor households arrange marriage for their girl children so as to get money (bride price), and protect purity. Due to poverty, many families agree to marry their girl child when they still at school so as to get wealth and respect to the society. This has turn out to be very familiar in many rural areas due to the poverty, leading to early marriages and school dropouts among girls as families prefer groceries, money, and food from old men hence compromising the education of their girl children (Locoh, 2018). Girls are seen as vital sources of income for families. This means that marriage is given more priority than education by parents from poverty-stricken households.
Table 4.13: Poverty Cause a Girl Child to be seen as a Source of Wealth in the Family
	           Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Strongly Disagree
	2
	2.2

	
	Disagree
	6
	6.5

	
	Not Sure
	4
	4.3

	
	Agree
	46
	50.0

	
	Strongly Agree
	34
	37.0

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
4.5 Effects of Early Pregnancy on Girl Child Education

4.5.1 Early Pregnancy lead to Grade Repetition 
The study found that 56.5 percent of respondents revealed that early pregnancy influences so much to class repetition due to absenteeism, no time for schoolwork, motherhood stress lack of concentration in the classroom, and anxiety. Class repetition is due to the fact that they don’t cope with their motherhood and since it is not yet time for them to be mothers..
Table 4.14: Early Pregnancy lead to Grade Repetition
	             Response
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Not Sure
	3
	3.3

	
	Agree
	52
	56.5

	
	Strongly Agree
	37
	40.2

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
This finding is supported by Jonathan (2015) who revealed that girl children with pregnant worry much about their pace or their pregnancy, they don’t have energy to study at home, and they don’t do school work properly hence class repetition. Also, Hosie (2012) stated that girl child with pregnant lack attention in class due to pregnancy or the mothering procedure and hence they cannot finish their educations within the record time
4.5.2 Early Pregnancy Lead to Girl Child School Drop Out
Moreover, the study finding revealed that girl children are said to be negatively affected by their pregnancies so much that they either leave school permanently or temporarily. This is due to the fact that 53.3 percent of the participants agree with the statement which said that girl children are said to be negatively affected by their pregnancies so much that they either leave school permanently or temporarily. This is due to the fact that they have peer pressure that their students will laugh at them, that is why they feel that they must drop out. 
Table 4.15: Early Pregnancy lead to Girl Child School Drop Out
	            Response
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Disagree
	6
	6.5

	
	Not Sure
	6
	6.5

	
	Agree
	49
	53.3

	
	Strongly Agree
	31
	33.7

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
Also, they cannot manage, when they attending school and caring for the baby at the same time. The study finding is the same as the finding obtained by Ladbrook (2019) which revealed that school dropout is in most situations initiated by a child heading the family, coupled with double responsibilities of being a learner at school and a mother at home, and a low self-esteem. This state is perceived as leading to a girl child with pregnant developing a low self-esteem and ultimately dropping out of school.

4.5.3 Early Pregnancy lead to Girl Child Irregular School Attendance
Also, they study result show that majority of the respondents (58.7 percent) agree with the statement which said that girl children with pregnant have a tendency of absenting themselves from school on regular basis, in other words, they maintain a high rate of absenteeism. This is due to unsafe feeling of pregnant teenagers at school, pregnancy-related sicknesses, as well as ante-natal and neo-natal clinic consultations. Also, this is due to the fact that the class condition is not favorable for them. They can be injured, therefore, normally a pregnant woman, are supposed to be given a space. They are not supposed to be given punishment or be squeezed or pushed somewhere. 
Table 4.16: Early Pregnancy Lead to Girl Child School Irregular Attendance
	            Responses
	Frequency(n)
	Percent (%)

	
	Strongly Disagree
	2
	2.2

	
	Disagree
	4
	4.3

	
	Not Sure
	2
	2.2

	
	Agree
	54
	58.7

	
	Strongly Agree
	30
	32.6

	
	Total
	92
	100


Source: Field Data Analysis (2020)
Also, Richter (2015) stated that it is merely on infrequent times that girl children with pregnant go to school like normal. Additionally, Kohli (2018) stated that sometimes girl children with pregnant go to school, sometimes they don’t go and they cannot take possibly two coming every day in succession, so that they use to break. Their attendance is not good because they are supposed to go clinic for check-ups, and sometimes they feel sick. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Chapter Overview

This chapter presents the summary, findings, conclusion, and recommendations of the study.

5.2 Summary of the Key Findings and Conclusion

Based on the results of the descriptive analysis, it was found that cultural practices cause girl to have minimal time to study since it’s a norm that all household activities are for girls, Also because of poverty or limited resource available parents prefer to invest to a boy child rather than a girl child since girl child will be married to another family, due to that parents consider girl child as a source of wealth through dowry payment and hence early marriage and early pregnancy. In line with the specific objective study produce the following findings:

The first objective was to examine the effect of early marriage on girl child education. The study results reveal that early marriage cause early pregnancy, girl child to have large burden of family responsibilities, absenteeism, indiscipline, and school dropout. This shows that early marriage contributes negatively to girl child education. The second objective was to assess how poverty influences girl child education. The results reveal that poverty cause home environment to be not conducive to learning, girl child lacks study time due to do all domestic works, parents see boys as better investment since girls will leave family after marriage, and families see girls as source of wealth. This shows that poverty impact negatively girl child education.

The third objective of this study was to find out how early pregnancy influence girl child education. The study results reveal that early pregnancy influences so much to class repetition, leave school permanently or temporarily (school dropout), and absenting from school on regular basis. This indicates that early pregnancy affects negatively girl child education.

5.3 Recommendation of the Study

Based on the findings obtained, the study comes with the following recommendations;

i. Government in collaboration with educational stakeholders should construct hostels/dormitories facilities in order to reduce negative impacts of cultural practices on girl child education. This will support to eliminate bad cultural practices which led girl child to lack study time, school dropout, and absenting from school on regular basis. This will also support girl child to give attention more to during the learning and teaching process hence improve their education.

ii. The law-enforcers in cultural practices should work on the by laws that prohibit all bad cultural practices that affect girl child education.

iii. All educational stakeholders should join forces in educating parents and society at all on the importance of giving education to girlchild and problems of large families, especially in this era where early marriage and early pregnancy is witnessed every corner of the world. This will help parents to protect girl child from bad cultural practices which tend to affect girl child education.

5.4 Recommendation for Further Studies

This study was limited to Kwipipa village in Gairo District in Morogoro region. The study recommends that similar studies should be conducted in other areas of Tanzania where, similar studies have not been conducted or have been conducted in a different time frame or situation. These studies will provide an understanding of the economic, cultural and school related factors that effects negatively girl child education.
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APPENDICES

QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire is intended to collect information on the Effect of culture on girl child education in Kwipipa village in Gairo district. This study is for fulfillment of the Masters of Arts in Monitoring and Evaluation of the Open University of Tanzania. I request that you participate in this study with free will and high degree of honest and openness since this information is for academic purpose only. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

PART I: PERSONAL INFORMATION

1. Age


1. 15-19 years

2. 20-24 years

3. 25-29 years


4. 30-34 years

5. 35-39 years

6. Above 39 years

2. Gender


1. Male

2. Female

3. Education Level


1. Primary Education

2. Secondary Education


3. College/University Education

4. Place of residence


1. Urban

2. Rural

5. Household wealth status


1. Poor

2. Middle

3. Rich

6. Religion


1. Christian

2. Muslim

3. Others

PART II: EFFECT OF EARLY MARRIAGE ON GIRL EDUCATION

7. Are there early marriage in Kwipipa Village?


1. Yes

2. No

8. If Yes, do you think what makes parents to marry their daughters at early marriage?


1)…………………………………………………………………………….


2)…………………………………………………………………………….


3)…………………………………………………………………………….


4)……………………………………………………………………………

9. Effects of early marriage on girl education in Kwipipa Village

You are supposed to put a tick (√) to the most correct item, using the following scale.

SD= Strongly Disagree, D= Disagree, N= Not Sure, A= Agree, SA= Strongly Agree.

	Statements
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Early marriage cause pregnancy hence can cause death during delivery.
	
	
	
	
	

	Due to having family to take care of, there is high possibility of absenteeism
	
	
	
	
	

	Early marriage affect girl child school attendance
	
	
	
	
	

	Early marriage led girl student to see herself as she is grown up hence indiscipline in teachers and students. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Early marriage lead to girl child school drop out
	
	
	
	
	


PART III: INFLUENCE OF POVERTY ON GIRL CHILD EDUCATION

10. Mention causes of poverty in Kwipipa village?


1)…………………………………………………………………………….


2)…………………………………………………………………………….


3)…………………………………………………………………………….


4)…………………………………………………………………………….

11. What are the effects of poverty on girl child education in Kwipipa village?

You are supposed to put a tick (√) to the most correct item, using the following scale.

SD= Strongly Disagree, D= Disagree, N= Not Sure, A= Agree, SA= Strongly Agree.

	Statements
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Home environment are not conducive to learning due to lack of space to do homework, lighting, desk or table work on, as well as reading books. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Girl students have minimal study time due to do all domestic works like cooking, fetching water and firewood, house cleaning and others. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Due to the limited of resource, parents see boys as better investment since girls will leave family after marriage.
	
	
	
	
	

	Girls are seen as source of wealth. Poor households arrange marriage for their girl children so as to get money (bride price), and protect purity.
	
	
	
	
	


PART IV: EFFECTS OF EARLY PREGNANCY ON GIRL CHILD EDUCATION

12. There are girl students who get pregnant while they are  still at school?


1. Yes

2. No

13. If Yes, how did you rate the size of the problem?


1. Many

2. Moderate
4. Few

14. Why do girl students’ get pregnant early?


1)…………………………………………………………………………….


2)…………………………………………………………………………….


3)…………………………………………………………………………….


4)…………………………………………………………………………….

15. What are the effects of early pregnancy on girl child education in Kwipipa village?

You are supposed to put a tick (√) to the most correct item, using the following scale.

SD= Strongly Disagree, D= Disagree, N= Not Sure, A= Agree, SA= Strongly Agree.

	Statements
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Early pregnancy lead to grade repetitions because a girl child Minimise  concentration with school 
	
	
	
	
	

	Girl children are said to be negatively affected by their pregnancies so much that they either leave school permanently or temporarily.
	
	
	
	
	

	Due to family responsibilities girl child have irregular school attendance
	
	
	
	
	


Thank you for your cooperation



















































