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ABSTRACT

The study was undertaken to assess factors causnsgtisfactory academic
performance of students in selected secondary &chotala District, Tanzania. The

study was guided by three objectives: to identiyne based factors on how they
influence poor academic performance, to assessseobaol based factors influence
poor academic preference and to evaluate how podiated factors influence the
student academic performance. The study used sulesgn, where the data were
collected by using questionnaire and complementedhterviews, observation and
documents. The findings revealed that unsatisfactstudents’ academic

performances were caused by poor parental involwenre students’ academic

issues, family income and parent education levéis Ts because parents fail to
supervise their children at home concerning homkveord other assignment from
school, also due to low income of the family studefail to get the school

requirement such as text books, uniforms, bus dak pocket money. Further, the
results showed that lack of teaching and learnimgenals, inadequate number of
teachers, unavailability of laboratory rooms andipepent, poor library facilities

and non-provision of meals to students led to ther ppcademic performance in
secondary schools in llala district. Finally, thesults indicated that policy and
circular such as education for free, non-screermmhgtudents at various levels,
promotion policy, inadequate incentives to teachpo®r practice of guidance and
counseling in schools; were causing unsatisfac@acgdemic performance in
secondary schools in llala district. Recommendatimnimprove students’ academic

performance in the selected schools in llala diswiere attached.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Education is an element in stimulation of socialremmic development as advanced
by several government policy documents and vargallars (ROK, 2007; World
Bank, 2005; Selina 2012). According to Todaro (208@4ountry which is unable to
invest in education to develop knowledge and skiflher people and utilize them
effectively in national economy will be unable tevelop anything else. Hallack
(1990) states that education has been identifiedrldWade as an important
component that determines character and social oeticndevelopment of any
nation. Furthermore, Kapinga (1992) shows that atime liberates man from socio-
political forces which weigh upon him and moulde@xnpersonality at global level.
However, academic performance of students in sergnethools has been poor in

national examination results one year after another

Globally, investment in education is done at thieeels: primary, secondary and
tertiary. Mbelle and Katabalo (2003) clarify thacendary education mainly aims at
meeting global challenges in science and technokgyvell as organizations of
production processes and markets. Schultz (20@88ssthat investing in education
leads to faster growth for developed and newly stdalized countries. That is the
reason to why; developing countries especially ub-Saharan Africa are now
paying attention to invest in education from prignarecondary and tertiary levels by

increasing enrolment and improving education qua$tudies by Miller-Grandvaur



and Yoder (2002) on secondary schools educationdf@ut that Secondary schools
are an important part of the educational intervargi in sub Saharan Africa.
However, the main challenges in secondary schootathn seem to be academic
performance of students. For example, Miller-Granavand Yoder (2002) 2 report
that in Mali, the national community school failuste was about 68 % in 2000-01,
and it was high for the public schools in the Sskafkegion where it was 55 %

failure rate.

In East African countries, the demand for secondaslyool education has been
increasing due to the increase in enrolment oflpupiprimary schools. It renders to
the expansion of secondary schools up to local Eevmeet the demand. The public
resources are limited and governments have tradilyp relied on private
educational sector particularly at the post basiels to meet the excess demand.
Consequently, it has resulted to constraints onptloeision of quality secondary
education in the region (Wedgwood, 2006). In Ugaiadaxample, Verspoor (2006)
states that about 85% of secondary school gradaateieved below standard by
2003. Atieno et al. (2012) observes that the gdestthe provision of quality
education continues to be a matter of leading aonte both consumers and
providers of the education service in Kenya ancioteveloping countries at large.
This is supported by the UNESCO (1994) report tleakals concerns for quality
education has dominated the education debate fimmetrly eighties and has

remained a central issue in the twenty first cgntur



Tanzania being one among the East African countimemediately after gaining
political independence in 1961, proclaimed ignoeardiseases; and poverty as her
scourges of development. The country has experiehigh expansion of public and
private secondary education since early 1990’stiirostructural Adjustment
Program (SAPSs). The rate of expansion of seconsiadrgols was not proportional to
the quality of education delivered as observed ftoeenNational Examination results.
URT (2005) states that the overall aim of Secondaducation Development
Programme (SEDP 1) in Tanzania is quality educatibith strived to increase the
pass rates for division | to Il from 36% in 200d 70% in 2009. However, the
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training URZ0{2) reports that academic
performance of students has been deterioratingiafibnal level, the trend of pass
rate for Division | to Il for the past five yearsQ012-2016) were

24.6%,57.1%,24.7% ,27.6%,27%and respectively.

In the 2016 National Form Four Examinations resUIRT (2017) reports that the
best five regions were: Njombe, Iringa, Kagera, dda , and Kilimanjaro
respectively. The bottom five regions from the lagre Lindi, Kaskazini Pemba,
Tanga, and Kusini Pemba. Dar es Salaam holdingléh¢h position. In Dar es
Salaam there are many factors contributing to usfaatory academic performance
in secondary school such as school environment,ehbased factors, policy and
circular factors and many others, however theswifameed further investigation.
Therefore, it was paramount interest in this sttalyassess the factors influencing
unsatisfactory academic performance in secondaryhoadc in llala

District.



1.2 Statement of the Problem

The academic performance of students in seconadaigoss in llala district has been
deteriorating yearly. The high failure rate hasulesl into little number of students
continuing Advanced level secondary education sti@nd colleges. Despite the
efforts made by the government of Tanzania, and noonity in expanding
secondary schools which were extended to ward ,lguelviding free education
starting from primary school to secondary schoobrider to improve the education
systems, the academic performance is still poore Tatio of performance in
secondary education has not yielded the desiredctiogs of 70% of secondary
education candidates score division | to Il in 2Q0WRT, 2005).Currently, there
have been a lot of problems related to the managensministration and
supervision of secondary school in Tanzania (Haki&)2015).These includes the
ranking system, grading system which has been ahguagcording to the will of the
leaders. There has been changes in education sygtdm the government is not
well prepared to accommodate the changes heneeraasy challenges. Tension has
been increased to the school administrators as #reythe ones to bear the
consequences of their schools failure. Some haee fieed and others demoted, but
in real sense they are not the cause of the sehtmlure. In recent years, students
performance in the Tanzania Certificate of Secondaducation Examination
(CSEE) has been steadily declining, prompting conge civil society and the
government about what might be responsible for @nid how to address it. Several
factors contribute to students’ academic perforreagicvarious level of education.

These include school factors, home based factarpalicy factors.



Few studies have investigated the reasons for theatisfactory academic
performance of secondary scholars such as Davit4j2@ilson (2011) and Omari
(2002). These studies were conducted in placesdifigrences in social settings and

geographic location such as llala District.

Table 1.1: National Form Four Examination Resultsfrom Three Selected

Schools in Illala District on Students academic Pesfmance From 2012 up to

2016
School/Year Division Division Division Division Division
| I [l v ZERO

2012-2016

Mbondole 0 @] 06 167 439
Kitonga 0 01 03 72 333
Nyeburu 0 0 07 116 333
TOTAL 0 01 16 355 1,105

Source: National Examination Council of TanzaniaONR (2012-2016)

The issue of poor academic performance existsaila IDistrict in Dar es Salaam,
NECTA (2012 -2016). To justify the problem, threghools have been selected for
documentary review to show students’ academic padace from 2012 up to 2016
(Table 1.1).These schools performed badly as theng mmong the ten last schools

in 2016 form four examination results.

Table 1.1 shows that the pass rate of studentsaknthg year after year from 2012
to 2016.In all five years of the selected schaibis,total number of students who sat
for examinations werel477.Unfortunately 426 stuslenanaged to score division

one up to division four and the rest 1051 scoredsidin zero.Failure rate is an



indicator of the education system fail to attaie Education for All (EFA) objectives

and failure of the effective use of the resourcescted to the schools. Since the
factors specifically causing this phenomenon isahesir in our education system, the
need to study the factors causing unsatisfactoagdemic performance is needed
focusing basically three variables where the cilgwvs while learning, that is home

variable, school based factors and policy relasetbfs.

1.3 Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study was to assess the faatfiteencing unsatisfactory

academic performance in secondary school in Iladriot.

1.4 Objectives of the Study
1.4.1 General objective
The general objective of this study was to assad®1fs that influence unsatisfactory

academic performance of secondary schools studehéta District, Tanzania.

1.4.2 Specific Objectives
i) To identify home based factors influencing unsatigiry academic
performance in secondary schools in llala District.
i) To assess school based factors influencing unaetiisfy academic
performance in secondary schools in llala District.
iii) To evaluate policy and circular based factors grilting unsatisfactory

academic performance in secondary schools in Dadtict.



1.5 Research Questions
Consistent with the research objectives, the falhgwesearch questions guided the
investigation
i) How does home environment influence unsatisfachsgdemic performance
in secondary schools in llala District?
i) How does school based factors influence unsat@factacademic
performance in secondary schools in the llala @istr
iii) How does the policy and circular influence unsatigfry academic

performance in Secondary schools in the llala @istr

1.6 Significances of the Study

The study would be most significant to school headgdents and parents who
would like to see their schools perform better ational examinations. For school
heads, the study provided data that could be us@&dgrove management practices
for improved academic performance. By identifyirte tstrategies employed by
principals of well performing schools, heads of y@erforming schools will learn
lessons that could enable them improve managentemttilges and academic
performance in their schools. Secondary schoolestisdwould benefit from the
study because findings will reveal the way studentswvell performing schools
interact with other members of the school commugtigads of school and teachers)

and the school environment (such as school resgurce

Through this, students in poor performing schootauld be encouraged to adopt

strategies employed by well performing schools mleo to improve academic



performance. Parents would also benefit from thdystin that they expect that their
investment in education will reap benefits, and tisi best realized when students
perform well and join institutions of higher leamgi Similarly, as key stakeholders
of schools, parents need information on how bestuggport the schools to bring
about academic success, and this study will prowdeh information. It will

contribute to the existing body of knowledge oniblal Examinations performance

as well as form a basis for further studies infeitu

1.7 Definitions of Key Terms
For the purpose of common understanding of thigystthe following terms had

given operational meaning:

1.7.1 School and Secondary School

A school is an institution designed for the teaghaf students (or “pupils”) under
the direction of teachers. According to Oghuvbul(@0a school is set up with main
purpose 9 of bringing students from different faesiltogether under one roof-the
classroom. Effective teaching and learning cana&e tplace without the coming
together of the teacher and the learners — stud8&etsondary education refers to
post-primary formal education offered to person®wave successfully completed
seven years of primary education and have met ¢heisite entry requirements

(Tilya, 2003).

Furthermore, Koech (2006) clarifies secondary etiocais the level of basic
education at which learners are expected to acguafeciency in both academic and

some applied subjects. The students are expecte#fddhe first recognized national



examination that will usher them to higher educati various fields of training or
direct entry into the world of work. URT (2010) dxims that Secondary education
occupies a pivotal role in the functioning of thmoeomy and the education system
itself. Experience shows that the majority of te@ple in both the private and public
sectors are expected to be secondary educatioarteavhe whole primary education
system relies on teachers who are a product ofsgéo®ndary education system.
Candidates of higher and tertiary education andhitrg are products of the
secondary education system. This is the essendzeiofy pivotal. However, the
current secondary school curriculum in Tanzaniaxamination oriented with great
emphasis laid on passing examination at the expeinaequisition of skills, values

and attitudes which will enable them join the wasfdvork.

1.7.2 Academic Performance Concepts

The indicators of academic performance are marksed¢ grades and divisions
obtained by candidates with respect to the exammatandard board of a country
such as National Examination Council of Tanzani&@YA). The NECTA criteria
of awarding divisions is as follows: A candidateonsits for NECTA examinations
is awarded divisions 1, I, Ill, IV or 0 on meetirige following conditions: Division
One (I); passes in at least 7 subjects passesade gk or B or C in at least five
subjects. Reaches an aggregate of more than oguél ® 7 points but less than or
equal to 17 points, taking the best seven subj@RT, 2012). Division Two (ll):
Passes in at least 7 subjects, passes at grad® A€ in at least four subjects and
reaches an aggregate of more than or equal to ib8spmut less than or equal to 21

points, taking the candidates’ best seven subj&itgsion Three (lll); passes in at
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least seven subjects one of which must be at ghaoleB or C or passes in at least
five subjects two of which must be at grade A ooBC. Reaches an aggregate of
more than or equal to 22 points but less than araktp 25 points, taking the
candidates’ best seven subjects. Division Four:(Rgsses in at least one subject at
grade A, B or C, or passes in two subjects at giadeaches an aggregate of more
than or equal to 26 points to 33 points but less thr equal to 33 points, taking the
candidate’s best seven subjects. Division Zero Ogs not fulfill the conditions for

awards of the divisions.

1.7.3 Poor Academic Performance

Poor academic performance according to Aremu akadrs(2003) is a performance
that is adjudged by the examinee/testee and sohe eignificant that shows as
falling below an expected standard. Also, Asiki81(0) described poor academic
performance as any performance that falls belowesired standard. Similarly,
Okoye (1982) defines poor academic performancéeirdividual or candidate in a
learning situation as one in which a candidatesfadl attain a set standard of
performance in a given evaluation exercise such &st, an examination or series
of continuous assessments. A candidate who scetew Ibhe standard is regarded as
showing poor academic performance in school. Soewplp blame students and
others blame the government, while others blameehehers on this matter. Aremu
(2000) stresses that academic failure is not onlgtfating to the students and the
parents, its effect are equally grave on the spareterms of dearth of manpower in
all spheres of the economy and politics. Educatbrsecondary school level is

supposed to be the base and the foundation towagter knowledge in tertiary
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institutions. It is an investment and an instruntéat can be used to achieve a more
rapid economic, social, political, technologicatiestific and cultural development

in the country (I-IV) (URT, 2012).

1.8 Conceptual Framework

A conceptual framework can be defined as an alistrdicating how basic concepts

and constructs are expected to interact with defisettings and experiences that
form a foundation of the research study (Kothad@. In this study there are three
independent variables that appear to influenced#pendent variable: the academic
performance of students in secondary schools il Ithstrict. The independent

variables and dependent variable interact in a d@ian context consisting of home
related factors, school based factors, and poliecg aircular educational. This

conceptualization shows the complexity of factordluencing unsatisfactory

students’ academic performance in National Formr FExaminations results with

most variables being interrelated, each of indepehdariable is reviewed in4ig.1.

Parental involvement
Home factor Parental education
Time spent in TV and pho

\4

Availability of fiscal resources
Well furnished physical resources Students
School factor »| Quality of school management academic
Teachers’ commitment /" Performance
Policy and Screening of various levels
circular related—> Promotion policy, free education policy
factor Assessment policy, School and
counseling policy and practice

Figure 1.1: Conceptual framework of Factors Influecing Unsatisfactory

Academic Performance
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CHAPTER TWO

2.0REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

2.1 Introduction

This chapter covers a review of literature reldedhe study. The literature review
given in this chapter covers literature on faciafBiencing unsatisfactory academic
performance, including home-related factors, sclemeironment factors, and policy

and circular-related factors.

2.2 Factors affecting Academic Performance

Researchers have shown that there are many fadhats affect academic
achievement of students. According to the WiscoBslncation Association Council
WEAC, 2005), high-achieving students are likely twave the following
characteristics: positive feelings about their sthexperiences; attribute their
success in high school to such things as hard wsekdiscipline, organization,
ability, and high motivation; tend to watch relay little television during the
school week; tend to associate with students wéo akre successful in school; and
avid readers. In this section, a number of factbet have been shown to have an

influence on students’ academic performance amudsed.

2.3 Home Related Factors on Students’ Academic Perfornmee
2.3.1 Parental Enrolment
The family is the primary social system for childreéRollins and Thomas (1979)

found that high parental control were associatetth Wwigh achievement. According
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to Hammer (2003) the home environment is as impbréa what goes on in the
school. Important factors include parental involesnin their children's education
Gabela (1983) asserts that parents are not onljigreoaind fathers but a very large
group of unpaid teachers. Gabela further explaitieat, children can benefit
academically from the interest of the parents drar twillingness to support the
teaching staff in the work they are doing in schdmw much parents assist their

student in school work and how much TV studentsaosved to watch.

Other researcher like Hill and Taylor (2004) poththat parental involvement in
school and parents’ education are other primaricatdrs of student’s achievement.
Achievement is not only about what goes on onceestts get into the classroom. It's
also about what happens to them before and aft@oscParents and teachers have a

crucial role to play to make sure that every chiétomes a high achiever.

Parental influence has been identified as an imapbrfactor affecting student
achievement. Cassidy and Lynn (1991) included exifip factor of the family's

socioeconomic status, crowding, as an indicatdraa¥ being disadvantaged affects
educational attainment. They found that a less iphlyg crowded environment,

along with motivation and parental support, wergoagmted with higher educational
levels of children. Religiosity as an aspect of family environment is another
independent variable possibly influencing acadeadievement (Bahr, Hawks, &

Wang, 1993).

Despite its potentiality, some researchers shoty éfiiect of parental involvement in

their children’s schooling has on academic achieargns less clear(Mc Neal.2001
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and Domina 2005) .1t is thought the type of involmim students learning may make
a difference and that in some case parents becowndved after their child has
already had academic difficulties(Domina ,2005)€f@re parental involvement in
school is linked to both positive and negativeuafices on academic performance of

students (Mc Neal, 2001).

2.3.2 Family Income

Family income affects students academic performabeeause income help the
householder to afford expenses of their studem jikoviding food, buying books,
bus fare and other expenses as well as giving poc&erey. According to Hopson et
al (2011) students from low income families are tiemes at risk of drop out than
students from higher income families. Similarly yhgave higher risk of behavior,
socially and emotionally unstable. Students elgifdr free or reduced lunch are

more likely to have lower marks and perform poamlgxaminations.

Peng and Wright's (1994) analysis of academic aement, home environment
(including family income) and educational activtjie concluded that home
environment and educational activities explainezgheatest amount of variance. In
conclusion denying the role of the impact of a shuts home circumstances will not
help to endow teachers and schools with the cap&ziteduce achievement gaps
(Hammer, 2003).

Allen and Kickbusch (1992), cited in WEAC, (2005pund that the higher-

achieving students plan to continue their educatdter graduation from high

school, participate extensively in extracurricudativities, have a few absences each
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school year, more likely to engage in recreatioaatling and to check books out of
the school or public library on a regular basistaldess television, spend more time
each evening doing their homework, have friend Wwhee positive attitudes toward
school and who rarely cut classes or skip schanletpositive feelings about their
teachers and about specific courses they takeatridute success in school to hard

work rather than ability.

2.3.3Parents Education Level

Results indicate that parent education and enceuaragt are strongly related to
improved student achievement (Odhiambo, 2005).lip$i(1998) cited by Mwaura
(2014) also found that parental education and kecianomic status have an impact
on student achievement. Students with parents whre viboth college-educated
tended to achieve at the highest levels. Incomdamdy size were modestly related

to achievement.

The family is one of the main factors influenciing ives and outcomes of students
(Okantey, 2008). The educational level of paresta ipowerful factor influencing
children’s academic success. It has been establigta generally, the educational
level of parents is greatly connected to the attaint of their children (Sarigiani,

1990).

Ezewu and Okoye (1981) found that educated parmenésmost often fall into high

or middle —economic class families tend to showaramncern over their children’s
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poor performance at school either by teaching threthose subjects they performed

poorly or appointing lesson teachers to furthecbdhem. Ezewu (1990).

Researchers on home environment agree that childehexposure has direct
influence on students learning and academic pedoos, ((Jayne, 2002, Pong,
Dronkers & Hampden, Thomson, 2003; Rothestein, 20&&mon, 2005;

Domina.2005).

2.4 School Based Factors Influencing Students’ Academigchievement
Research exploring school related factors thataxplvhy some students achieve
high academic performance than others has revehtee theoretically important
determinants. They include, school plant, leaderdbehaviour of the principal,
teacher and characteristics. Eshiwani (1983) ifledtithe following policy-related
factors that may cause poor academic performance:

« School plant and resources (Textbooks, librarylabhdratory facilities).

» Leadership behavior of the principal, (school adstiation and management).

e Teacher characteristics (training, teacher cedtifo;, professional

commitment,

Research conducted in the United States indicatdvery small schools have lower
academic performance than large schools. Howeveschaol cannot provide a
reasonably well-qualified staff for the differentibgects of curriculum below a
minimum size. There will be an optimum size of saheeyond which the level of

attainment falls. A number of studies in severakigsh countries (Foster and
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Chigret, 2006; Heyneman, 1984) found a strong icglahip between resources and
students achievement. They gave the laboratoryn&rateand distinctive role in
education. In addition, studies done in less depetlocountries such as Uganda,
India, Ghana, Brazil and Malaysia, indicated thatess to textbook availability is
positively related to students’ achievement. Fareple, the data for India and Chile
showed that a block of factors, which included texik availability accounts for
more of the variance in test scores than does akplahich includes home
circumstances and student’s age and sex (Heynemahl984). Among the most
recent studies undertaken in Tanzania regardingoriacinfluencing academic
performance are those carried out by Nkuba (20%8)im (2014) and Nyandwi

(2014).

Kathuri’'s (1984) research reveals that schools uess including textbook
availability are not significantly related to pemfitance in Certificate of Secondary
School Education (CSEE). However, he summarizes wosk by saying that
teaching resources may not be significant in tiytatiut very critical in some
situations and subjects. Eshiwani (1983) identitieat schools which consistently

perform well tend to have sound and efficient |legkigp.

He further stresses that school leadership is @adrfactor in the success of a school.
The qualities that are expected of a school praldiclude setting a climate of high
expectations for staff and students, encouragingjegial and collaborative

leadership and building commitment.
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2.5 Policy and Circular Related Factor

The concept of policy has been defined variouslydifferent scholars, though all
definitions share the focus. In general terms, kcyas typically described as a
principle or rule to guide decisions and achiew®nal outcome(s). The term is not
normally used to denote what is actually done; iisormally referred to as either
procedure or protocol. Whereas a policy will comtai  the 'what'
and the ‘why', procedures or protocols contain‘wi&t', the 'how', the ‘where’, and
the 'when'. Policies are generally adopted by tbar@® of or senior governance body
within an organization whereas procedures or padsowould be developed and

adopted by senior executive officials.

Gupta (1990) defines policy as an established ggidanon premised on objectives,
devised to government the activities of the busirasterprise and from which the
basic precepts of conduct are derived. A poliogagised to guide the organizational
members to deal with a particular recurring situatin a particular manner. It
delimits the area within which a decision is torbade and assures that the decision

will be consistent with organizational goals.

Education policy refers to collection of principlasd rules that govern the operation
of the education system Bell and Stevenson (20Q8his paper education policy is
defined as formal strategic decision-making proegsgngaged by the government
and it refers to the more quotidian practice ofbbemm definition and strategy
making(explicit or tacit, viable or not) for resolg problems prevailing in education

to achieve some desired goals and objectives.
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In order for the education system to be succedsiel education policy is also

supposed to be good. A good education policy tbeedfias to possess the following

features as identified by Gupta (1990).

First it should represent the principle that willide the actions as intended
by the top education management;

Secondly, it should be a broad statement servegyuigle to practice now and
in the future;

Thirdly it should be a long lasting tool formulatafter taking into account
the long-range plans and needs of the educatioactgs for effective
implementation of educational plans and programnpedicy formulation
calls for serious thinking and patrticipating of @ik top executives. Policies
live longer than people who formulate them. Theg &mamed in such a
manner that they apply to all members of the edocatystem alike from top
to bottom. The education policies should have thpr@aal of the highest
authority in the country which is the governmeim this case; also
education policy should be clear definite anglicit. It should leave no
scope for misinterpretation.

Lastly, the education policy should also reflece tmacro and micro-
economic context of a particular country or sociéfariables like human

resource situation, per capital income and GDP lshefiect in the policy.

2.5.1 Educational Policies

Several policies have been designed to improveesagdperformance and increase

enrollment in schools. The following are some & policies,
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i) The Education for Self-Reliance 1967

i) The Musoma Resolution 1974

iii) The Education and Training Policy (ETP) OF 1995

iv) Education Sector Development Programme (ESDP) mzdiia
v) The Secondary Education Development Plan (SEDP}-2009
vi) The BRN programme (Big Result Now).2013

vii) Free Education policy (2014)

Despite the effort and steps taken by the Tanzgoizernment and other well-
wishers of education, still there are many chakend\fter all this efforts have been
worked out still the performance is not good. Thisra need of heavy investment in
education and patience before reaching the tavgetstill have to keep on doing and
address all bottlenecks to better performance. Mewereasons for the poor

academic performance are many and vary from groamother.

Recently the government introduced 2014 Educatiah Eraining Policy circular 5

which was launched in February 2015 and issued on

November 27, 2015 the government directs publidids to ensure that all
secondary education is free for all children, thidude the removal of all forms of
fees and contributions. This has increased enrdlmed attendance as occurred in
2003,when primary education was made free and timapy net enrolment rate

jumped from 59-94% in 2011.Due to high enrolmentoselary school are
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overcrowded with few facilities to accommodate tlege increase number of

students.

Education is an expensive product and someonedhaedr the cost. This should
have gone hand in hand with the increase conduenxgronment for learning.
Abolition of fees, works well if all activities weraccurately calculated and the cost
to be incurred, otherwise the burden may be publae#t to the parents. The policy

should elaborate what the government can do arehislikewise.

Also books availability is a serious issue in patdchool because parent assumes
that since education is free it is not their dutdybuy books the government will
provide, but how can the government provide boddisoratory equipments to all
schools at once. The same policy has proof failu@r hospital due to the fact that
women are asked to carry all delivery items whesytfgo to deliver in government
hospitals, but the government had promised to deovi

The 2014 circular failed to address home envirorinasna factor contributing to
poor academic performance of students. Educatidnearning literature has it that
home environment in terms of parental educatiorgrgal expectations ,emphasis on
learning at home is crucial in achieving learnitingg policy had not mention how the

parents are involved in the learning of their shide

Another issue that is not stated well is learningimnment in the community, the

policy mention the public libraries but how manydgnts can get access to the
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libraries? There is a need to make or librariesessible to everyone and for 21

century.

The URT Education policy 2014 state that basic atlon will use Kiswahili as a
medium of instruction, this make some contractiontie education stakeholder
which specific language to be used. If we stickusing Kiswabhili how can we

compete with other countries in the labour market?

The government ignores the inclusion of stakehsldespecially those who are
responsible to implement those policies, theretanelency of separating planners
and implementers so most of policy fail. The goweent did not listen to the voice
of teachers; they undermined them and also undexvhleir efforts, so where did
they get moral to teach our future generation? gdveernment can make educational
planners, programmers, projects and policy buth# teachers are not cared,
motivated, given good salaries and improved worlgngironment, all these would

turn into fatal. These issues can lead to poorexoadperformance in schools.

Our education policy is dynamic due to politicaduss, so each president with his
government comes with new policy politically, thratkes our scholars to very in
terms of capability. It is important to have permaneducation policy that cannot
interfere with political issues also having perm@necabinet to deal with

improvement of education issues. Screening stuaterdrious levels

There is no screening of student at different ewdleducation. Screening students

encourage them to work hard for the fear of repgatie same class. This is what is
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done by the private school, they make sure theg skdent with high marks and

before examination they are screened to elimiratel marks.

2.6 Empirical Studies

Various studies and research have been done leratitf researchers and institution
looking on the factors that influence student’sderaic performance. According to
researchers there are many factors that influetuckests’ performance in secondary
schools something which makes difference amongestsdperformance starting
from individual level, local, regional, national caiglobal wise in their educational

performance (Farooet al, 2011).

Studies about students academic performancelute that class size have
been identified as determinants of academic pedao®. Studies have indicated that
schools with smaller sizes perform better acaddiyittzan schools with larger class
sizes. Kraft 1994) in his study of the ideal classe and its effect on effective
teaching and learning in Ghana concluded thatsctaze above 40 have negative
effects on students achievements. Asiedu-Akrofi,89ndicated that since children
have differences in motivation, interests and taédi and that they also differ in
health, personal and social adjustment and creatijgnerally good teaching is best
done in classes with smaller numbers and allowirfdividual attention. But when
you observed this around our schools, you find stwee of the classes have more
than 50 students, sometimes even 70 students igatfne class. So this debilitates

education and general performance of the students.
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Parental education and family socioeconomic std®iSS) level have positive
correlation with students quality of achievememrly@ks,2002); Parelius, and
Parelius, (1987); Mitchell and Collom, (2001). Stats with high level of SES
perform better than the middle class students hadiddle class students perform
better than the students with Ilow level of socioeroic status

(SES).(Kahlenberg,2006;Kirkup,2008).

School itself has a great role in influencing stitte academic performance in
secondary school. In most school, located espgdraliural and remote areas are in
danger in academic performance, such a way that ofidisem end in failure. As it is
stated in Lippman (2010), that the environment skdpe learners, and that learners
influence their environment in the education atteent. School must create spaces
that students want to go, similar to the way catésct people, rather than the space
being purely functional (Bunting, 2004). Other m®f has acknowledge that
students achievement lags behind in shabby schoidifigs compare to those
equipped with fancy classrooms, swimming poolguvision and the like (Higginst

al., 2005).

Orodho (2008) explained that, in some regions ofiyge poor performance in the
Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (K.C.SHa$ been attributed to factors
such as, absenteeism of pupils from school, lackaoilities, lack of teacher

motivation, understaffing and lack of role modetepugh these factors differ
depending on the critical region as well as theosthResearch done in Zimbabwe

on academic achievement has tended to focus oralgisgues or factors such as
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resources, school type, educator quality, familgkigepound, and school environment
(Nyagura, 1991; Nyagura & Reece, 1990; Nyagura &dRil, 1991; Dambudzo,

1998).

A study by Gordon (1995:71) on underachievementsbgondary school girls
indicates that educator’s attitudes and expectati@u a significant influence on the
performance of secondary school girls in ZimbabWweddition, feminine emotional
characteristics, physical and mental inabilitied anltural and primary socialization
were given as some of the causes of underachievdmagirls. It was reported that
girl's emotional attachments, especially in lovelanmance, were central to their
self-concepts. This tended to interfere with legni

In addition, shyness also inhibited active paratipn in class, leading to lower
achievement in school. Girls were also charactdramephysically weak, a cause for
their underachievement in practical subjects suciw@odwork and metalwork. For
example, of the candidates who sat for the formn é&xaminations in 2003, only 29%
girls passed woodwork compared with 63% boys. Thimpares with Fashion and
Fabrics where 26% girls passed compared with 22%heboys. Though girls and
boys were portrayed as equally academically competteey had different aptitudes
which explained gender differences in performamcepecific subject areas such as
the sciences and arts. For example, in 2003 44% Ipagsed physical science

compared with only 29% girls.

On the other hand, 57% girls passed Shona compaittd46% boys (Zimsec,

2002a). Lack of parental support and encourageimgmqarents were also cited as
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responsible for girl's underachievement (Gordor95t29-32). A report by Kanere
(2009) showed that most students blamed the temchigh an explanation that
teachers do not explain lessons clearly and asudtrstudents could not understand
the material being taught and hence they did notesgood marks on assignments

and exams.

The same study, Kanere (2009) sought to find oetdpinion of the teachers on
performance from the teachers point of view andnébwut that, according to

teachers the blame was on students and their par@atne teachers reported that
students were not serious about their educationthadthey do not respect their
teachers including doing their assignments as uotd. Other teachers said that

students perform poorly because their parents n@reesponsible enough.

Secondary school teachers have been blamed forpedbrming effectively.
Maniraguha (1997) in his study on factors influegciacademic performance in
Rwanda established that teacher’s effectivenesgs péa vital role in student’s
academic performance. However, teachers’ effeatisercan be measured by other
factors like teachers’ practices that positivelpaut on the teaching/learning process
such as effective classroom management and codigiiery or non-academic
achievement related indicators such as enthusiasm tdaching, regularity,
punctuality, relationship with school authorities]laboration with the parents, class
time use efficiency, involvement in extramural aities, responsiveness to students
with special needs, etc. Many teachers have appedathis problem from teaching

and learning resource availability point of vievar fnstance, Hoimes (1983) asserts
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that in normal circumstances, a school with endiggithing and learning materials
has a high chance of providing good quality of edien to its pupils. As for
Nsubuga (1978), school facilities help both teashsrd pupils to teach effectively

and effectively learn in convenient and comfortaderoundings.

In Tanzania, government has tried its level begatoving education system so as
to improve students’ academic performance througirious policies and
programmes. These policies included; The Educatm Training Policies
(1995),The Technical Education and Training Poli@®96.National Higher
Education Policy 1997.All these policies were elthled for the purpose of
improving education and students performance(UR0D42Likewise education
programmes such as; Local government reform progmniEducation Sector
Development Programme (ESDP 2008-2017). The Secpndaducation
Development Programme (SEDP1) Phase One, The Sagoridevelopment
Programme (SEDP II) and The Secondary EducationeDpment Programme
(SEDP 1ll). These programmes insist on improvemeintquality and relevance

enhancement.

2.7 Knowledge Gap

Education in Tanzania has passed through sevdoaime since independence. The
key reforms and directives are ,The Education araining Policy (ETP 1995),The
The Technical Education and Training Policy (198@jional Higher Education
Policy (1997), Sector Development Programme (ESR2B0Q8-2017),Tanzania

Development Vision 2025, The National Strategy €@mowth and Reduction of
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Poverty (NSGRP/MKUKUTA,2005),Education For All([EFApd the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGS).

In spite of the various efforts taken by variouskeholders in education with the aim
of addressing the problem facing secondary schélmésexamination results of the
secondary schools depict a disturbing picture inZ&aia. This has also affected llala
District. It has consequently created a need tagoha research in the area in order
to explore the factors influencing unsatisfactocgdemic performance in secondary
schools in the district. Few studies have investigathe reasons for the
unsatisfactory academic performance of seconddmgadcscholars such as David
(2014); Wilson (2011), Joseph (2015), Basso (204&) Omari (2002). These
studies were conducted in places with differencesoicial settings and geographic

location such as llala District, hence the curstatly intends to address this gap.

2.8 Summary

This chapter consists of ideas, conceptual framlewbthe research .And it provides
definitions of the key terms which is used withimst research, arguments from
various authors on factors influencing studentsdewac performance including

home related factors, school based factor andyahd circular factors.
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CHAPTER THREE

3.0RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter consists of an outline of the reseanethodology that was used to

study the factors influencing unsatisfactory acadeperformance in secondary

school in llala District. It indicates area wheggalwas obtained as well as ways that
were employed to collect data. Also this chapteowsh the population and the

sample, research design and approach, data cofigetthniques, data analysis plan,

validity and reliability and finally the ethical nsideration.

3.2 Area of the Study

The area of the study was llala District which rseahe five districts in Dar es
salaam. The area was selected because it haslamgger of secondary schools with
unsatisfactory academic performance as well asnslacy schools which perform
well academically. When compare llala District witte other districts of Temeke,
Ubungo, Kigamboni and Kinondoni, llala is laggingehind in academic

performance.

3.3 Research Approach

The study applied both qualitative and quantitatesearch approaches. Quantitative
approach helps to quantify the problem by way ofegating numerical data or data

from the field and transform them into useableistiat. Qualitative approach helps

to study attitudes, opinions, behaviors and otlefindd variables of the population.

Qualitative approach is useful in collecting datanf a natural setting that are
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descriptive(Silverman 2005).Since this study intetal look on the factors
influencing unsatisfactory academic performancesécondary school, qualitative
approach will be use because respondents givenfarimation descriptively. And in

formats provide information in short answer whiciti tae coded.

3.4 Research Design

A research design is a distinct plan on how a rekearoblem will be carried
out.(Omari,2011). Furthermore Creswell, (2003) & rlkger (1978) defined
research design as the plan, structure and strafegyestigation conceived so as to
obtain answers to research questions and contrdnez. The design helps the
researcher to get relevant data to achieve thecibgs of the study. This study used
case study design. Cohenal., 007) described that case study design provides an
opportunity for a specific aspect to be studiedepth within limited time. Secondly
case study gives a fair and accurate account afake in such a way that readers are
allowed to penetrate the superficial record andkhike researcher’s interpretations
by examining evidence on which the case study i#. bthirdly, a case study
provides suggestion for intelligent interpretatioh other similar cases. The case
study research design enable the researcher tctainalyze and report data on the

factors influencing unsatisfactory academic periamoe in llala District.

3.5 Target Population, Sample and Sampling Procedures
3.5.1 Target Population
A target population is a precisely specified gradgases from which a researcher

studies a sample and to which the results fronsémeple are generalized (Neumann,
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2006). Creswell (2005) defines the term populatena group of people having
common characteristics for instances all secondatyool head or teachers in
particular locality. Target population for this djuincluded all secondary schools in
llala District. The study comprised three secondanyool (Mbondole, Kitonga and
Nyeburu).These school were selected because dblioging reasons,(i) they are
found in division (administrative authority) whicre closed to each other(ii)the

school performed poorly in the national form fouam (CSEE) 2016.

3.5.2 Sample of the study

According to Best & Kahn (1993) a sample can bénéeffas a group or subset of the
total populations selected for observation andyeml Cohen, Manion & Morrison
(2000), points out that the knowledge gained frdv@ $ample represents the total
population under study. There were a total of 140tigipants as sample size
involved in this study. This study included one9¢®) education officer, 3 (2 %)
were heads of schools, 24 (16%) secondary teaelnerd 16 (81.1%) students from

the sampled secondary schools within llala Distfiotuncil.

3.5.3Sampling Procedures

A sample is a small portion of a target pagoh. Sampling means selecting a
given number of subjects from a defined populatem representative of that
population. Any statements made about the sampbelldghalso be true of the

population (Orodho, 2002). It is however agreed: i@ larger the sample the
smaller the sampling error. Omari (2011) definem@ang techniques to as the

process of selecting the participants of the stindgt sample from the population.
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The study will employ purposive sampling and sim@ledom sampling techniques

for both teachers and students.

3.5.3.1Purposive Sampling
Purposive sampling involved the selection of thpseticipants who portray the
desired characteristics or elements and hence ahental of yielding the right

information.

3.5.3.2Simple Random Sampling

This type of sampling is also known as chance sagp@r probability sampling
where each and every item in the population haseamal chance of being
selected.(Cohen et al.,2007).Random sampling id tseelect 40 students and 8

teachers.

3.6 Research Instruments

According to Denscombe (1998), using more than spexific method enables the
researcher to cross-validate information and dalieated from a variety of sources.
Due to the nature of this study, the researched tise triangulation approach that
implies use of multiple data gathering techniquew anstruments. Thus a
combination of documentary review, interviews, diwesaires and observation

were used.

3.6.1 Documentary Review

Documentary review refers to analyzing and derivahgelevant information from
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secondary sources. Secondary sources contain seadrévents of the original
information, which provide information and datarfrauthentic sources. Secondary
sources are derived from second-hand informatitwe. fEviewed secondary sources
for this study included dissertation, published angublished thesis, books, reports,
newspaper, journal articles, and retrieved fromitibernet. The examination results
for the llala selected schools were downloaded firciernet of the NECTA, progress
results of the students were captured from the dchoademic records and the
minutes of the school meetings that discussed exaion results were taken from
the head master’s office, These were relevantesdbuld provide the insight on the

nature of the problem that is unsatisfactory exanm performance.

3.6.2Interviews

Interviews is the conversation with a purpose dnsgl & method review used mostly
by the researcher in qualitative research appré@athéri 2004).This methods is
useful in gaining insight and context about a tond also allow respondents to

explain in details, on what they understand abbehpmena (Kothari,2004).

The technique is suitable for an intensive invediton and useful for tapping
information about attitudes, likes and dislikestthee revealed by the respondent’s
verbal behavior with gestures that might accomp@nyAnother strength of this
technique as outlined by Kothari (2004) is the fdwt it is the only method for
studying abstract and intangible personal factoch sttitudes, feelings and reaction
that cannot be observed. It also allows a reseatohget firsthand information, by

assuming that the best person to narrate any &vémd one who has been personally
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involved in it. This study used interviews to gathdormation from the students and
the teachers on the factors influencing unsatisfgcperformance in secondary

school in llala  District.

3.6.3 Questionnaires

Kothari (2004) maintains that the questionnaireairmesearch is instruments for
gathering data beyond the physical reach of therebs. Questionnaire involves a
set of questions to be used to collect informatimm the respondent on their
attitudes, feeling or reaction under study. Thighud of data collection ensures that
all respondents answer questions almost at the sameKothari2004 adds that in
general the questionnaire is an economical metlbdtata collection in terms of
time and coverage as well as being free of reseatnhs. Respondents are provided
with the chance to give well thought-out respon@ed anonymous, questionnaire

can easily give out even confidential information.

The questionnaire method is used to collect infoionafrom research students,
considering the large number of students neededstimty and the limited time

available. The questionnaire consisted of bothedoand open-ended questions.
Kothari (2004) believes that both open and closgiks are cost effective and

efficient and can elicit a lot of different typeiinformation.

3.6.4 Observation
This method implies the collection of informatioy kvay of investigator's own
observation, without interviewing the respondeiitse information obtained relates

to what is currently happening and is not compéidaby either the past behaviour or
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future intentions or attitudes of respondents. Thethod is no doubt an expensive
method and the information provided by this metiwodalso very limited. As such
this method is not suitable in inquiries where éagamples are concerned Kothari

(1990).

It is a technique that involves systematically cttgy, watching and recording

behavior and characteristics of living beings, otgeor phenomena. It relies on a
researcher’'s seeing and hearing things and regpitiis observation, rather than
relying on people’s self report, responses to golestor statements. It requires the
researcher’s personal ability and understandingthef phenomena.(Fraenkel &
Wallen,2000).Morrison(1993) contends that the oletésn technique for collecting

data enable the researcher to gain information hen ghysical setting(physical

environment, including its organization), humartiegt(organization of people and
their characteristics),interactive setting (fornaalinformal, planned or unplanned,
verbal or non-verbal) as well as programme settasgurces and their organization).
The advantage of using the observation techniquibds the natural behavior of
respondents can be observed without being influleecananipulated by conscious
feelings. In this study, observation was used tecbinformation on several events
on factors influencing unsatisfactory performance secondary school in llala

District.

3.6.5Focus Group Discussion (FGD)
Focus Group Discussion was another method usedtan abllection. Focus group

discussion is the group interview whereby 6 to #0gte are brought together for a
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discussion. (Pattoet al). Komboet al (2006) holds that focused group discussion
comprises of 6 to 8 individuals. It composes of gleowho share certain

characteristics which are relevant for the studlye Group included teachers and
students who are stakeholders in education. Insfgraup discussion the researcher
clarified the topic to be discussed to the paréinis and prepared open-ended

questions and the discussion focused on the topsepted (Kombet al.,2006).

The strength of this tool are that it helps to gatee data quickly at less cost.
(Rwejuna, 2013).The tool allows direct clarificatiof issues and yields large and
rich amount of data since it is flexible. The liatibn of this instrument is that,
members may not express their genuine opinion; soembers may dominate the
discussion and the discussion may be influencethbyfacilitator. The researcher
used focus group discussion because in depth isfttwmwere required on the home

based factor influencing students’ academic peréorce in secondary school.

3.7 Validity

Manson and Bramble (1997) defines validity as tegrde to which a test measures
what it supposed to measure. It concentrates intifgigng ambiguities and unclear
questions in order to make necessary correctiorea (BRnd Parker, 1997).The
researcher ensures validity of her tool by conaigct pilot study. Some sheets will
be provided to teacher and students’ parents andeftoyv tutors to review it for
purpose of ensuring its relevance, clarity andt i€avers the intended objectives

before going to the field (site).
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The researcher therefore, assured the validityrahability of instruments through
choice of the right instrument for harnessing tleguired data from relevant
respondent with specific attention to key issued tklate to the factors influencing

unsatisfactory academic performance in secondédmyatdn llala District.

Before the actual data collection, piloting of digmaires is done on two secondary
schools in llala District, which will not participa in the actual study. Piloting

enabled the researcher to test the reliabilityhefibstruments.

3.8 Reliability

Reliability refers to consistency of the resultsastessment (Nitko, 2001).According
to Omari (2011), reliability deal with consistenapd stability of the phenomena;

that means the extent of reproducibility of theutessby the same instrument. Cohen
et al (2000), piloting of instrument is of parambimportance in order to maintain

validity, reliability and practicability of instruents and therefore, the validity and
reliability of the findings. Try out and pre —tasii of instrument will be done by

researcher so as to make correction for mistakesigentify the ambiguous and

repeated questions which were unnecessary.

3.9 Administration of the Research Instruments
The researcher administered the research instrgnbeiall categories of respondents
by herself. This is done to give researcher pddsilbd collect firsthand information

to get practice of what take place in the fielde®ionnaire is distributed to students
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and teachers and given ample time to fill themerkiews were conducted to head of

schools and teachers as well.

3.10 Data Analysis Plan

Data analysis refers to the computation of cemagasures along with searching for
patterns of relationship that exist among data ggout is a process that involves
editing, coding, classification and tabulation dfllected information (Kothari,
2009.Since the study involved both qualitative ajdntitative data, the analysis

process was done by the two ways.

First Statistical Packages for Social Sciences 8§RF& quantitative data was used.
This is the software which is used to analyze imfation that is quantitative in
nature. In this study, data collected using quastire was analyzed using SPSS

software. The process involves coding of datajrsgpeind drawing conclusion.

Secondly, the qualitative data obtained using uiers, observation, focus group
discussion and documentary reviews was analyzecbhgidering major themes to
extract relevant information. This helps the reclear to make descriptive of the
collected data from the field basing on researath @erive conclusion on what to

take regarding its usefulness.

3.11 Ethical Consideration
The basic ethical principle in organization datdiembion is that no harm should

come to participants as a results of their pamitgn in the study (Cohen et al.,
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2007).Therefore, the researcher ensured the pimieof human rights to all
participants involved in the study by considerirge tfollowing issues; research

permit, informed consent and privacy and confidsityi.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.0DATA PRESENTATION

4.1 Introduction

The gathered data through questionnaires, interaied document analysis methods
were presented in this chapter. The presentatimered two types of data which

were quantitative data and qualitative data. Thantjtative were presented as
derived from questionnaires under three themes.sElgend type of data presented
was (qualitative data. These were presented undeilasi themes as under

quantitative dataObjectives of the study guided the presentatioheidata.

4.2 Demographic Data of Respondents

Table 4.1: Gender of the Respondents

Gender Percent Valid Percent
Male 68 48.6
Female 72 51.4
Total 140 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)

This research included both sexes as shown inethdts Table 3 in order to avoid
information than the other. Not only that, somedinfation could be hidden by one
sex group due to personal interest but also catisodosed by the other. In so doing
the study believed on the need to acquire all rsaezgsnformation from males and

females.
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Table 4.2: Age of the Respondents

Age cohort Frequency Percent Valid Percent
10-15 3 2.1 2.1
15-25 115 82.1 82.1
25-35 16 11.4 11.4
35-45 6 4.3 4.3
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)

The age groups of the respondents are preseniable 4. The students respondents
whose age ranged from 10 — 15years were about reeqa.1%) and those of age
ranging from 15 — 25 years were more than threetepsa(82.1%).The distribution

for teachers group about 11.4% respondents’ balew between 25-35 years and

only 4.3% had the age above 35 years.

Table 4.3: Grade of the Students

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent

Form 3 37 26.4 31.9 31.9
Form 4 78 55.7 67.2 99.1
3 1 g 9 100.0
Total 116 82.9 100.0

Missing | System 24 17.1

Total 140 100.0

Source: Field Dat a(2017)

Students were selected from form three and fowesthey can express themselves

freely, this enable the researcher to collect data.
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Table 4.4: Occupation of the Parents

Frequency| Percent| Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Peasants 42 30.0 36.2 36.2
Business 53 37.9 45.7 81.9
Civil servant 18 12.9 15.5 97.4
Others 3 2.1 2.6 100.0
Total 116 82.9 100.0
System 24 17.1
Total 140 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)

The occupation of parents/guardians of studenédsis presented on Table 5 About
36.2% of parents were peasants, 15.5% were ciwibaés and 45.7% were involved
in business. The poor academic performance of stade posing a problem to
educators and a serious concern to parents. évesated that the quality of parents
and home backgrounds of a student goes a long wayddict the quality and

regularity of the satisfaction and provision of hild¢'s functional survival and

academic needs. Poor parental care with grossvadipn of social and economic

needs of a child, usually yield poor academic pertoce of the child.

The study revealed that more than four-fifth ofgueais were peasants whose income
from their small farms of average of one hectaresg which accompanied with low
guality input resulting into inadequate output whis not enough to sustain a
households home consumptions and for incurring lastio requirements of a
student including bus fare. Hence, low income afepts links to students’ poor

academic performance.
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Table 4.5: Level of Education of the Parents

Frequency| Percent | Valid Percent| Cumulative
Percent

Non-formal 12 8.6 10.3 10.3
Primary 74 52.9 63.8 74.1
Secondary 27 19.3 23.3 97.4
Tertiary 3 2.1 2.6 100.0
Total 116 82.9 100.0
System 24 17.1

Total 140 100.0

Figure 5 reveals that the level of education oepts had an impact on the academic
performance of their children. From the above fgut0.3% had non-formal
education, 63.8%primary level, 23.3% secondary aftilmc and 2.6% tertiary. The
above percentages are attributed to the feelingaihaducated parent will be more
conscious of the requirements for good performathes an uneducated parent.
Conversely, a parent who has basic education &nlll to encourage the child to do
better and go beyond. In the same way the econstaitis tends to be directly
proportional to the education level hence the nexacated the parent, the more
economically stable, he/she is likely to be thusdiy able to avail necessities for

better education.

The implication of the study result is that edumatievel of parents had linkage to
poor academic performance of their children. Parbave the primary responsibility
of instilling ethics of hard working and educatiba&hievements in their children.

llala District secondary education officer and 3ad® of secondary schools
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pronounced that, inadequate awareness of paremds te insufficient supports of
their children’s education achievement. The daienfthe study areas in llala District
reveals that, most of parents could not providegad®e encouragement and other
educational support to their children that contidol to their poor academic

performance.

The study is line with Oloo (2003) who observed tlchildren whose parents are of
high educational scales have a far better stalstihance of participating in
secondary education. Also, parents with high lesfeeducation greatly enhanced
students’ academic achievement. From this study, l&vel parents’ education is
negatively influences academic achievement of tttaidren. It is more evident that,
parents’ education and encouragement are stromjiyed to improved students’
academic performance. In the oral interview betwésm researcher and some
students, they revealed that parents hardly cotlmtek their notes book even once
per term. Hence, parental influence is an import@ator affecting Students’

achievement.

4.3 School Environment Based Factors

School environment include the classrooms, libsaleboratories, teachers’ qualities
and quantities, school management, teaching anditgamaterials. All these are
variables that affect students’ academic perforragigayi, 2001 and Oluchukwu,

2000). Hence, the school environment remains asngortant area that should be

studied and well managed to enhance students’ agagerformance.
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Table 4.6: Teaching/Learning Materials in SecondarySchools and Academic

Performance
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Adequate 26 18.6 18.6 18.6
Inadequate 114 81.4 81.4 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)

The findings in this study show that most of thbads observed had inadequate
teaching and learning materials. About 18.6% ofréspondents reported adequate
teaching and learning materials and 81.4% of tepardents indicated that schools
in llala have inadequate teaching and learning madge that links to poor
performance. Availability of teaching and learnimgterials for secondary schools
such as text books, mathematics geometrical set®ured chalk, charts and
mathematics models are important for teaching aaching process. Availability of
such resources enhances the effectiveness of schedhese are basic things that

can bring about good academic performance in tieests.

The scarcity of these facilities in the study amesde difficulties in teaching process
in which it took a long time to deliver a simplencept that could be taught in a short
time on a subject matter to students by teachensth® other hand, students are
forced to use rote learning instead of making thumaerstand and recall easily what
they see than what they just hear or were toldddgaacy of teaching materials such
as text books, mathematics geometrical sets, chadtsmathematic models in these

schools making learning difficulties and thus makihem fail to cope up with their
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lessons with the end result being failing in theternal and national examinations.
Therefore, inadequate teaching and learning méesteould be associated to poor

academic performance of students llala secondduyoss.

Table 4.13 is evident of what Hynaman and Jamind®74), Beebont and Juriz
(1972) stated that the availability of learning aadching resources is based on the
view that learning should be active, varied, sdgiahd self-regulatory. Studies show
that there is a positive relationship between teakis and academic achievement that
with any other teaching and learning resources tinpurthermore, Futter (1986)
notes that greater availability of textbooks anddieg materials raises quality of

learning activities and consequently increasedeagiment.

Table 4.7: Availability of Libraries in Secondary Shools and Academic

Performance
Frequency| Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Adequate 13 9.3 9.3 9.3
Valid |Inadequate 127 90.7 90.7 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data(2017)

The findings in this study show that libraries wargreat problem in llala secondary
schools. About 90.7% of respondents indicated tinate were no libraries at their

schools. Other respondents reported that in sohmmolcthere are only empty rooms
with no a single book in it, while others reportbédt books that are found there are
outdated mainly from donors which are irrelevaritoeachers reported that no any

well-equipped library exists in the school. Librdoyms one of the most important
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educational services and educational process turgin a world of books. It is an
important facility that inculcates in the studemntsading behaviors in order to have a
wide knowledge. Students in rural areas have lonaecess to internet services,
therefore, having Library facilities could helpitoprove their learning environment

and eventually get better academic performances.

The findings are in line with the study done by kopch (2012) who observed that
the availability and quality of textbooks in a sedary school library is an essential
factor in teaching learning process. This is sthpriglated to students’ academic
achievement in llala District. Ola (1990) obserthdt secondary school library in
whatever form, has replaced the traditional metbbtthalk and talk’ in imparting
knowledge to students. A well-equipped library isnajor facility which enhances
good learning and achievement of high educatioadards. The chief purpose of a
school library is to make available the learningilites to the students. These
facilities include books, periodicals and otherrogjuced materials which are of
interest and value. In Tanzania UNESCO CountrygRrmming Document 2011 —
2015 shows that students book ratio at national lsvcurrently 5:1 higher than that
what is officially recommended of 3:1. This ratieveals that; it is a factor
contributing to the massive failure of studentsnational form four examinations
results that has been observed in recent yeargidDiSecondary Education Officer
(DSEO) of llala District Council reported that stunds: book Ratio in llala in 2012.
Students books ratio in various subject were dsviel, Mathematics 1:3, Civics 1:
15, Chemistry 1:4, Physics 1: 10, Biology 1:2 andtéty 1:10, Geography 1:12,

English 1:11 and Kiswabhili 1: 11 respectively. Téfere, the average Student-Books
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Ratio (SBR) in llala District was 1: 11 at the eofdthe year 2015 (DSEO, 2015).
This information reveals that about 90% of studelnt®ks ratio in llala secondary

schools is below the official recommended limits.

Despite the efforts made by education stakeholderproviding textbooks to
students in llala secondary schools, still the estdist books ratio for most of subjects
taught are below standards. Only biology subjed $tadents’ book ratio of 1:2.
That is two students can share 1 book of biologgt tmeets the official
recommended limit. Mathematics, physics and cheyisire closer to the
recommended ratio for 1:3, 1:5 and 1:6 respectivEhe subjects which show to be
below the official recommended limit of studentsok® ratio include; English,
Kiswahili, Geography, History and Civics. It shoubé noted that most of these

secondary schools do not have access of interngtss.

The study revealed that shortage of library remdidce inadequate reference and

textbooks which are major inputs for students’ acad performance in

examinations especially those in peripheral seagrgtzhools in llala District.

Table 4.8: Availability of Laboratories in Improvin g Academic Performance

Frequency Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative
Percent
Adequate 32 22.9 22.9 22.9
Valid | Inadequate 108 77.1 77.1 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)
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The laboratories mentioned were merely selecteghsei rooms were not standard
science laboratories as such. The selected scienngs in the study area observed at
Msongola and Nyeburu secondary schools in whichessoience practices were
conducted in these rooms. These rooms were tool Smaccommodate a big
number of students for practical works. Physicser@istry and Biology laboratory
materials and equipment were kept in the same mobith had neither enough space
for accommodating large numbers of students noe sind preparation rooms. Also
they are not installed with water and gas systdmasiructure. At Kitonga secondary
school, two science laboratories were there butgoipments only which were

distributed recently by the government.

Table 4.9: Influence of Meals Provision and Academi Performance in

Secondary Schools

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Adequate 13 9.3 9.3 9.3
Valid |Inadequate 127 90.7 90.7 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017)

The findings in the study area show that about%®00f respondents said that there
had neither breakfast nor lunch provision servioesheir students. It was supported
by head of schools in the study area insisting goaternment has no programs of
providing foods to day secondary school. The sttedseals that lack of food and
breakfast provision was among the factors for paocademic performance to

students in llala District. This implies that teahhungry students who cannot pay
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attention to their instructors and gain knowledgesults in poor academic
performance. This was consequently, made thenm ddtaer scores on their internal
tests and examinations achievement. It has also leaened that skipping breakfast
can adversely affect problem-solving tasks suamahematics grades which require

problem solving skills.

This study is on line with Kaklamanou et al. (20i#)o stated that students need
fuel to actually make them study well and be aittendnd manage the responsibility
of class. It also complements to Ross (2010) wheenked that offering students the
right food choices and helping them develop posithealth eating habits will

support the optimal functioning of their brains.tieg breakfast helps students to
eliminate or reduce stomach pain, headache, mtestdgon, and fatigue, factors that
lead to an interference with learning. The studyeads that lack of food and

breakfast provision was among the factors for paocademic performance to

students in llala District.

This was supported by all three heads of schoalstastrict Education Officer who

said that students were not provided with lunch lareekfast at schools. This implies
that teaching hungry children who cannot pay athento their instructors and gain
knowledge results to poor academic performance s€murently, they attain lower

scores on standardized achievement tests.

One of the student commented that, the parents ghaem bus fare and no money
for breakfast nor for lunch, at Kitonga seconddrgré is only one vendor for the

whole school, therefore during break time they havecramble with limited time of
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10 minutes for break, hence proposed break timeget@0 minutes or increase the

number of food vendors. This applies to all threleosls.

Table 4.10: Policy of Free Education in ImprovingAcademic Performance

Frequency | Percent| Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Yes 25 17.9 17.9 17.9
Valid | No 115 82.1 82.1 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field Data (2017

According to table 4.36, 17.9% of the respondegteed with the statement, 82.1%

disagree with the policy of free education in impng academic performance in

secondary schools.

4.4 Analysis of Open Ended Questions in Questionnaires

Qn.1. What are the home based factors influencingcademic performance?

NS | Home based factors influencing students’ academicNumber of
performance respondents
Parents level of education 10
Separation of parents 05
Poverty 04
Poor parents —students relationship 06
Parental support to student academic issues 07
Time spent in TV and phones 08
Domestic chores after school hence no time forystud 10
Availability of basic needs 09

05
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Qn. 2. What is your opinion on the policy of freeeducation in improving

academic Performance in secondary school?

NS | Opinion on the new policy of free education inNumber of
improving students academic performance in responded
secondary school

Allocation of funds according to the needs 10
More research should be done 08
It will increase enrolment of students 04
Stakeholders should be involved the policy formatat 05

such teachers and parent for implementation

Qn.3 On what should be done to improve academic germance in

secondary schools?

SN | What should be done to improve academic perfornmece Number of

responded
Perform weekly test 50
Conduct counseling sessions 20
Provide incentives to teachers 70
More laboratory technicians 40
Increase teaching and learning resources 20
Parental enrolment in students academic 25
Provide electricity to schools 10
More science teachers 16
Availability of social services near schools 10
Building hostels 14
Homework on daily basis 35
Improve primary education system 06
Abolish free Education Policy 10
Separate education with Politics 06
Inter school examination competition 05
Parents —teachers relationship 10
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4.5 Home Factors Influencing Student’s Academic Perforrance in Secondary
Schools in llala (Qualitative)
In the following section, qualitative data were g@eted using interviews focus
group discussion and documentary analysis on tlendés of home factors
influencing academic performance in secondary dcAd® themes which have been
analyzed here are parent level of education, separaf parents, poverty, time spent
in TV and phone, parents commitment to studentsleao& issues and domestic
chores.
Most of the responded mention that parents levekdication is a constraint in
students’ academic performance, respondent onelsaid
Parents in this area have no timaith their student academic progress,
parents with lower level education have no timantake follow up on
their studentsacademic issue$arents have the primary responsibility
of instilling ethics of hard working and educatibrechievements in
their children So if they lack education how can they assist their
children?
Respondent two (student) from interview added that,
“When my parents are called to school by the teathey ask me, have
you done anything wrong? To them going to schoetethmust be a
problem but not voluntarily attending school antktto teacher on my
progress”.
Respondent three on cementing on parents leveldo€ation argued that, some
parents have not attended even primary school, these informal education,
therefore they can easily cheated by student winepndre given report form some of
the students changes the marks or read to themglyrdwhen they sit for the final

examinations the parents are surprised on heanetgtheir children have fail while

they usually perform well in class
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Respondent four from one of the heads of schoalifield that

“In my school when | call parents for meetings, itheesponse is

negative, only a few will turn up, majority will ver visit school may be
under the escort of police. This has caused runointhe school to be
very difficult because there is no collaboratiorivibeen the parents and

the school”.

Another problem is separation of parents which de&dl single parent family.
Respondent five (teacher) on responding questien said that:

Single parenting is a social issue that can hagmificant effects on a
child’s academic success. Children who are raisedsingle parent
homes are at risk of not reaching their full potahtStudents within our
educational system encounter many challenges iir faeily lives
which they bring into the classroom. The familjuciure, ideally,
provides a sense of security and stability thatésessary for children.
When there is a breakdown in the family structutemay have a
tremendous impact on children and their abilityfaaction ordinarily or
achieve academically.

Respondent six (student) who is a single parerna@agpthat:
“l live with my mother since my father left my mattwhile | was a
baby, sometimes | hear my friends talking aboui ttaeher, how they
take care of them, | wish my parents can re unitd have a happy
family, my mother is doing small business whicmas enough to
support me and my siblings.
From documentary analysis single parent studer@side have no two parents to
depend on. Therefore they have to rely on one pacemeet most, if not all their
needs. With limited finances and time parents @ss likely to provide the adequate
support a child needs to perform to the best oir thbility. This is not to say,
necessarily, that the parent raising them is naotvigmg them with more than

adequate love and attention, but rather the sipgftenting within itself is comprised

of many different factors that can affect a chili@gel of academic success.
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Respondent seven who is a teacher during intermewntioned poverty in the family
level as another constraints in students acadearfonmance, he explain that many
families are living below the poverty line henceyhcannot meet the daily basic

needs to their student.

This is explained by respondent eight who is aettg/ho said that:
| live far from school, therefore | have to wake ap5 am to find
transport, my parent give me 400 hundred shillifmsbus fare only, |
didn’t take anything at home since it is not avbiéa at that time,
therefore | have to stay without eating anythingjlurgo back home late
in the evening, this is because my parents canffietdato provide more
money, how can | concentrated with studies whilestosnach is empty?
Respondent nine who is a teacher said that
In the class you might find students with no stetrg such as note
books, text books, pencils, pens, and mathemasietd, also proper
school uniform such as shoes, socks bags and swewadgich the
government cannot provide though it is free edwcati
According to focus group discussion and intervieostrstudents spend their time in
watching television and chatting with phone witkeithfriends which leads to
irresponsible behaviours and low concentration gademic. Those with no

television sets at home go to their friends or Wdtr money. In the places where

people show movies the majority of the participartsstudents.

Respondent ten who is a student said that,

When my parents give me money for school we maiagido with my
friends so that after school we go to watch moares play stations.

Furthermore respondent eleven who is a teacheedripat,
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We receive many cases of our students caught se teas which show
football match and other sort of games and mowiesy usually visit
these places after school or other dough from schod are caught
there.

Respondent twelve while responding to questioncamemented that,

....Parent are not committed in making follow up onirtiebildren ware
abouts this is due to lack of commitment of pareatsheir student
academic issues. They don’t bother to know the titnen students are
supposed to arrive home from school

Another problem is domestic chores where by responthirteen in focus group
discussion said that,

...Most of the students are assigned domestic work sscfetching
water and firewood, cooking and washing utensilsnedl as looking
after their siblings

Respondent fourteen who is a student, respondidgneestic chores said that,

...l don’t want to go home early because my pareivs me a lot of
work at home, that | don’t get time to finish mgigaments and when |
got to school the next day | got punished by thehers. Therefore it is
better to stay at school and finish all my assignine

Furthermore this was argued by respondent fiftelea said that.

....Parents and guardians have to reduce work loadttments. They
should provide only light duties that will help theaccomplishing time
while they are not exhausted and concentrate wifiliss in revising
and in doing their homework.

Respondent sixteen during focus group discussiatewsponding to question one
had this to advise to parents.

... advise parents to reduce domestic chores wir tichildren
(students).For instant. Parents should provide tlighties like fetching
water but not to far distance and cleaning utendilsis will help them to
concentrate in studies while they are not tired.
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4.6 School Based Influence on Students’ Academic Perfimance

Under this section the interview, focus group déston and documentary analysis
were used to present the qualitative data on #@dis of the school based factor that
affects student’s academic performance in secorstdrgol. The themes which have

been analysed here are availability of teaching keadning materials, teachers,

laboratory and equipments, library and meals.

Respondent seventeen on responding on questiosatiddhat,

....There is scarcity of teaching and learning maierin this school, we
don’t have enough text books or textbooks are laadhilable or not
available in the school at all, one book is shal®d10 students, this
make it difficult to study on their own, the bigoblem is with science
text books, one class can have two physics boaks. ddn they study?
The availability of learning-teaching resourcesdesed on the view that
learning should be active, varied, socially engaged self-regulatory.
Since the student lack learning-teaching resourteleads to low
performance in examinations.

Another student respondent during interview ex@dithat,

... We have few science teachers in our school edlyeGhemistry,
Physics and Mathematics, one physic teacher teatiges/hole school,
sometimes we have to come to school on Saturdajo tpractical

because we're are in form four preparing for examany of us opt arts
because of the lack of science teachers.

Another respondent head of school said that,

...In - my school | have to force students to studgnse subjects, thus
why you see science class has only 15 studentseshetudy arts and
some business due to lack of science teachers. theefield teacher
which we receive from collages and university,sithiardly to get a
science teacher, all are arts teacher, so we expectcollages to pour
out many arts teacher compare to science teachers.

Another respondent argued that,
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....Look at this building it is a laboratory but nawpment to do
practical, we were instructed each school to budds, we have three
lab but empty, we heard the government is goingréwide apparatus,
so we are waiting for our share, because we caglltthe parents to
contribute for the school due to free educatiorigylthey know that the
government is going to provide everything, till whee are going to
wait, we don’t know so we teach theory only

One respondent who is a student said that,
...Here at our school we don’t have library at alle wannot do our
private studies and going to Tnganyika Library éwfar from here, by

the time | reach there it is already late so | hanever dream of going
there.

The same view was held by academic teacher at btieeaschools studied, who
argued that,
...Itis true that we don’t have a library room heneour school, there is
difficult for students to study on their own, If vad library with books
students can add to what is taught in class forifotation.
Another respondent said that,
... We have a small room with few old books, twoetabind chairs, it
cannot even accommodate ten students at once, dher@d story book
for donors which are irrelevant for our studi€ghe government should

do the same efforts in the construction of librarike way it has done in
laboratories

The other respondent from the focus group discass@menting on library argued
that, the educational process functions in a wofltdooks. The chief purpose of a
school library is to make available to the pupilh&s easy convenience, all books,
periodicals and other reproduced materials whieho&interest and value to him but
which are not provided or assigned to him as basgupplementary textbooks. The
importance of a library is seen in those schoolth wiell-equipped library they

normally maintain high academic performance.
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Another respondent responding on meals availaluléyified that,

....We are not provided with food here, even if yavehmoney to buy
only that lady there roasting cassava, and mosisofive very far from

here to reach the bus station it took about 30 teisuy foot because |
can't affordbodabodahere you can get food stuff.

This was commended by one head ofgblkectedschools, who said that,
...The environment here is no conducive, even teabd@end on that
lady for roasted cassava, teachers and student baaarry their own

water bottle from home, the school has no wateranshop to buy water
and other stuffs.

4.7 Policy and Circular Factor on Influencing Student’'s Academic
Performance
This part intended to respond on the research tgethree (3) that requires
showing the way policy and circulars including affe students’ academic
performance. The researcher employed interviewsfatused group discussion to
gather information
Respondent seventeen from teachers category dutgryiew while responding to
free education on improving academic performangeed that:
...The New policy of free education will increasedssaic performance
if resources are allocated according to the neeflshe school. For
example text books laboratories apparatus, statiesewhich are
distributed to school they don’t match with the bemof students.
Respondent eighteen from head of school on elahgrah this said that.
....On my side being a head of school is like a jpument, because there
is little money to meet daily operations of schdothing before the
implementation of this policy several research sttdnave been done in
order to identify the strength and weakness ofpibiecy. Parents don’t
know what they have to contribute in enhancing esttid academic
performance. All the burden is left to the schodhwhe notion that
education is free. The government cannot provideryghing to the

school; there are some situations where parents mtesrvene for their
student’s benefit
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Respondent nineteen from student category shate tha

....The policy is good because our parents do notgugyhing therefore
the enrolment of student is very higher, so manmylesits will get
secondary education compare to the previous yeare wany failed to
attain secondary education due to lack school feesl other
contributions.

Respondent twenty agree that. Enrolment is hightbete is a fall in academic

performance therefore more research has to be tomectify the problem. He

narrated further that.

...Though many students attain secondary educatierare increasing

the number of form four failures in the country wdwnot have credit to
continue with higher education. Before parents waaging school fees
therefore they used to make follow up on studentademic

performance, Even the students were working hardcimol because
their parents are incurring expenses | school, batvadays even the
student are relax, they don’'t have a culture oflging on their own.

Respondent twenty one from the District Educatidfic® said that,

...Students have no culture of studying on their awerefore it is very
hard to perform well in examination because thegpetel on teachers
for everything, they can’t search materials fromhest source, they
depend on what is taught by the teacher alone, eoenetimes they
don’t study what they have been taught.

Respondent twenty two argued that,

...The policy will be successfully if politics wile b separated from
education, there are a lot of changes that areuodcg in education
due to politics, academician should be left to decon education
matters and not politicians, Without putting denaien on this, our
education system will be always be influenced hitiggan for their

benefits.

Respondent twenty three narrated that,

...The policy is still new let us give time in ordeme able to comment
on it. We can talk something after five years ®fritplementation.
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Respondent twenty four from teacher’s categoryaedmg on the research question
three in the probe offer remedial classes duritgrurew explained that

...We used to offer remedial classes. Parents wepgned to contribute
on them. Most of the parents were willing to pagd ahe national
examinations were good. This has been stoppedhieuteacher are
supposed to conduct remedial classes and being lpaithe school but
the schools have no money, therefore teacher dcdcateach for free!
Do you think the teachers will be motivated to aardree remedial
classes? It increases teachers work load. This dffected students’
academic since through remedial classes, studentddahave revised
their lessons. That is why private school usuadyfgrms well, because
they incur expenses in education

Another respondent who is a teacher commented that:

...We had the promotion policy which was done afterethree years,
but it is six years now since | got last promotedthis position, no
increment of salary nor promotion, promotion motévas to work hard,
so in order for this free education to be valuabtey should first
teachers welfare because we are the implemeatdh policy.

Another teacher narrated that

..... lam a chemistry teacher, | teach form four,atllto teach at the
same time performs the duties of a laboratory texaén with the same
salary no even incentive or appreciation of thedhand risky work that
| do, at least they should consider the work loaml ancrease some
incentives.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5.0DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

5.1 Introduction

This chapter presents analysis and discussion ofeearch findings. The analysis
and discussion are organized under three themese Ibased factors influencing
unsatisfactory academic performance in secondargads in llala District, school
based factors influencing unsatisfactory acaderarfopmance in secondary schools
in llala and policy and circular based factors ueficing unsatisfactory academic

performance in secondary schools in llala District.

5.2 Home Based Factors Influencing Unsatisfactory Acadwric Performance
5.2.1Parental Involvement in Students’ Academic Issues

The data from interview and focus group discusdiave shown thaparental
involvement in school matters of the students l@sagpositive impact on student’s
academic performance. Achievement is not only aldhdt goes on once students
get into the classroom. It's also about what happerthem before and after school.
Parents have a crucial role to play to make suaé ¢kery child becomes a high

achiever.

Parental influence has been identified as an imaporfactor affecting student
achievement. Results indicate that parent involvemend encouragement are
strongly related to improved student achievemenbek (1983) asserts that parents

are not only mothers and fathers but a very largagof unpaid teachers.
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5.2.2 Family Income on Students’ Academic Performance

Research findings revealed that family socio ecanostatus has an impact on
students performance, due to low family income pigréails to meet the basic needs
of their children such as food, stationeries, umif® and bus fare. Though the
government provides free education still parentstcafford to meet the students
daily expenses, as seen from focus group and ietesvstudents are provide with
only bus fare with no money for food, other weantschool uniform this make the

uncomfortable in school hence leading to poor atéclperformance.

5.2.3Parent Education

Finding from interviews and focused group discussishowed that parents level of
education has influence on students academic peafoce, educated parents make
follow up of their children progress in school rmotly academic but also behaviors
of their children. Data shows that educated parargsmore likely to respond when

called to school compare to non-educated parentsn@ the interviews and focus

discussion, most of the respondent from selectadadshows that parents show no
cooperation to teacher on matters pertaining ttieidren. Therefore teachers from

these schools lack parent support in assistingctfileren they turn up when the

problem has become worse.

Some researcher’'s associate parental educationhwieiads to good income
empowers parents to give their children a solichttation for school and life success
and enable them to build up strong partnership éetwparents and school in order

to sustain achievement standards. The study fisdampcur with other studies by
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(Okantey, 2008), who explained that, parents wieonat educated are not interested

in visiting school and look on the progress of ithofiildren.

5.2.4 Conclusion on Research Question One

Research question one intended to determine howelaotors are associated with
students academic performance in llala Districtoedary school. Data from
respondent and discussion of those findings redetilat students’ poor academic
performance in llala District is associated withmteobased factors such as parents’
involvement in their children academic issues wherg@arents fail to show concern
on their children progress. Another home issuansilfy income where parents failed
to provide the daily expenses to their childrere I8tationeries, uniforms, bus fare
and pocket money. And the last issues is pareet [@veducation where by most of
the parents attended primary education therefoey thon’t know the value of
education to their children, hence fail to sup@ortl encourage their children to put
effort in school. Those factors have lead to stugor academic performance in

llala secondary schools.

5.3 School Based Factor on Students’ Academic Performae

From findings of the study, it has been revealet, techool factor has impact on
students’ academic performance in secondary sclmollala district. School
environment is where learning process takes plécshould be conducive for
learning to take place. In order to rectify theuaiton, the respondents have the

following suggestions.
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5.3.1 Teaching and Learning Materials Should Be Availabldn Schools

Findings from the study show that, teaching andrnieg materials such as
textbooks, charts, models are not available in alshd-ack of textbooks is a cruel
problem in llala district. The ratio of book is obheok to 10 students which becomes

difficult for the student to revise at home.

Teaching and learning materials facilities smoe#riing process. From the findings
there is scarcity of teaching and learning in mofktthe schools. Text books
availability is a serious problem. This causes dhalents to depend on teachers as

the main source of information.

5.3.2Influence of Libraries and Academic Achievement

Findings from interview and group focus discussiemealed that library is very
important for students learning process; responégptained that in most schools
there are no libraries at all. In one of the selécchools, there is a small room with
few chairs and old text books, the door is usuethged when the teacher concern go
to class because there are librarian in schoddrigs This commented by Fowowe
(1988) who clarifies that a library must be up-ttedand at the same time have older
materials. It must be properly supported finangial fund materials and services
among others. He concluded that a well-equippecrjbis a major facility which
enhances good learning and achievement of highatidnal standards. In his words,
Farombi (1998) reiterated that school libraries nmay be effective if the books
therein are not adequate and up-to-date. Its impast only be meaningful if the

library could always be opened to the studentsafoonsiderable length of time in a
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school day. Library is source of information in sols, as a resource, it occupies a
central and primary place in any school systemnsufiports all functions of school-
teaching and provides service and guidance to esxlers. With all the above
mentioned facts from the respondents findings shthas, many schools operate

without libraries thus led to poor academic perfance in llala district.

5.3.3Laboratory and Academic Performance

During interviews and focus discussion in selecekools most of the respondent
stated that laboratory is essential to the teachbingciences. The success of any
science course is much dependent on the laboratorgysion made for it. Science

without practical is very difficult. Farombi (199&ygued the saying that “seeing is
believing” as the effect of using laboratories@adthing and learning of science and
other science related disciplines as students tienohderstand and recall what they
see more than what they hear or were told. Sinberddory is a place where

theoretical work is put into practical, it should lvell equipped. But most of the

laboratories as stated by the respondents fronttseleschool are rooms without

equipments. Practical in any learning experieneelies students in activities such

as observing, counting, measuring, experimentiregonding, observation and

carrying out field work.

These activities are totally different from the dhatical work which involves
listening to talks and taking down notes from sualks. Failure of having full
equipped laboratories led to poor academic perfooman the selected secondary

school as students fail to master various scierperanents.
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5.3.4Influences of Teachers on Students’ Academic Perforance

Findings from the study revealed that, there is faunber of teachers especially in
most of the public schools. The few teachers alp@aid as a result most of them
take up part time employment or entrepreneurshigrdler to make ends meet hence
low concentration in teaching process. Other redpot especially teachers stressed
that, the problems of poor working conditions tcadigers result in higher
absenteeism, reduced levels of effort, and lowksce¥eness in the classroom, low
morale, and reduced job satisfaction. The work lsallig compared to what they
earn. No promotion on time, salaries arrears,wallces and other incentives.
Teachers have been shown to have an importanteidi on students’ academic
achievement. Both teaching and learning depend®axhers, this clarified by Afe
(2001) who explained that teachers play a cruce in educational attainment
because they are ultimately responsible for traimgjaeducation policy into action
and principles based on practice during their adgon with the students. If the
government continues ignoring teachers’ voices lon hardship of the working
compare to what they are earning, it is slowly diggthe grave for education
without knowing. The academic performance in schaall continue to deteriorate
yearly. This extends the findings established byuMko (2014) that many teachers
are not committed to teach as they are demoralpedtheir working morale is low

except in few religious schools and well paid owivate schools.

5.3.5Provision of Meals and Academic Performance in Sendary Schools
Findings from the study show that, availabilityfobd influence student’s academic

performance in selected schools. Student’s respinterated that, they stay for a
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long time in school and no food is provided. Thencantration in class work
decreases as time goes on. This is seen as mib&t siudent becomes tired and start

sleeping during the afternoon lessons.

Food is important for human being as well as sttedand is a part of education.
Other researchers such as Kaklamanou et al. (Z1a®d that students need fuel to
actually make them study well and be attentive arahage the responsibility of
class. It has been discovered that skipping breakfan adversely affect problem-
solving tasks such as mathematics grades whichreegroblem solving skills. Most
of the secondary schools in the llala district dd provide meals to their students

who are facing poor academic performance.

5.3.6 Conclusion on Research Question two

Research question two intended to determine howatdiased factors are associated
with students academic performance in llala Distsiecondary schools. Data from
respondents and discussion of those findings redetilat students poor academic
performance in llala district is associated withaa based factors such availability
of teaching and learning materials which are inadés library facilities for
students to develop habit of studying on their olabpratories for practical work
which makes the subjects to be interactive andlyeasiderstood as ‘seeing is
believing’ and provision of food to day school stats as they spent long hours in
school. Those factors have lead to students’ peademic performance in llala

secondary schools.
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5.4 Policy and Circular Related Factor on Academic Peidrmance

The opinion of the respondents indicated that tbe €ducation policy has increased
the number of enrollees in the secondary schowipliditly, this has increased the
number of the students to be attended in schoasthA students’ number doubles
there implication on the students’ administratiasts such as food and text books
and other requirement such as chemicals. So imqbyténe increase has led to the
overcrowdings in the classroom which makes the gpamant of the class activities
difficult, it is even harder thus to apply compeaterbase approach in teaching under
this situation, the end result is ineffective leagn which results to students

unsatisfactory academic achievement.

The screening policy has been applied in seminahoas and religious based
schools. This has been used to frighten the stadertte serious in their studies and
avoid suspension or expulsion from the schoolstuim the students use their
learning time effectively, and pass their examovai The current circular on
education to suspend the behavious of the schoddcteen students or weak
performers is what has resulted to massive failaréhe country, llala secondary

schools inclusive.

The current trends of behavours in secondary sshslww that the learners use a lot
of time in no academic activities. Evodia (2013) distudy on the role of counseling
in secondary schools in Moshi, Tanzania. The redalicated that many learners
were poorly performing because the schools had elbtrained counselors to guide

the learners in their behavious including studyliskimanage relationships and
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effective use of learning time, hence they were riyogerforming in their

examinations. What has been observed and estadlishoshi is the same to what
is happening in llala secondary schools, hencelgamers if not counseled they
hardly perform academically. This connotes heneerteed of the introduction of
comprehensive guidance and counseling in secorstdryols if we need to realize

better academic performance of our learners.

Additionally, the SEDP was introduced to improvee tlsecondary school
performance. The objective of the policy among head the intention to improve
the academic performance and to increase enrolamehticcess. Since its inception
in 2004, the policy has tried to bring improvementthe secondary schools.
However, the congestions and the poor teaching leaching facilities (lack of

science laboratory) was a common feature obsermednany of the schools
established under this policy. These variablescaffee teaching and learning in
secondary schools and the effect of the policy msatisfactory examination
performance noted in the year 2010, 2011 and 2®i%implies that there is need to
have the proper formulation of the policy and easts effective implementation; if
we need to realize the good practices in schoolehwinclude better students’

academic performance.

5.4.1 Conclusion on Research Question Three
Research question three intended to determine tawypand circular factors are
associated with student’'s academic performancedarglary school in llala District.

Data from respondents and discussion of thosenfgsdrevealed that students poor
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academic performance in llala district is also agged with policy and circulars that
are introduced by the government, the free edutapolicy where by the
government pay schools fees for all students imrsdary schools and the parents
supply their children with other has been perceiwedngly by the parents because
they don’t contribute anything to their childrerchase education is free. The parents
should be education on their role enhancing theidents’ academic performance.
Welfare of the teacher should be considered fomthe be comfortable with work
hence increase academic performance in secondaoplsc In addition adoption of
the screening policy has resulted learners to bedad they don’t work hard in their
studies. Lack of guidance and counseling has exboselearners to unmanageable
behavious which interfere their academic perforneand-inally, the adoption and
implementation of the SEDP has resulted to congeséind high demand of the
science laboratory which many schools do not hava eesults the students do not

perform well in science subjects.
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CHAPTER SIX

6.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Introduction
This chapter provides the last part of the reseasgort; it covers summary,

conclusion, and recommendation for actions andhéuntesearch.

6.2 Summary
This study intended to assess factors influencingatisfactory student academic
performance in llala district. The study comprisédhoee specific objective
1) To identify home based factors influencing unsatsfry academic
performance in secondary schools in llala District.
i) To assess school based factors influencing unaetiisly academic
performance in secondary schools in llala District.
iii) To evaluate policy and circular based factors #grilting unsatisfactory

academic performance in secondary schools in Dad#ict.

The study employed mixed methods research desigeording to Teddie and
Tashakkori in Rwenjuna (2013) mixed methods desghe design that collect and
analyze data to produce integrated findings usioidp lgjualitative and quantitative
strategies in a single programme of inquiry. Threrggth of mixed methods design
are that, it is efficient in both types of datalpdl by qualitative and quantitative
techniques: it has the power to provide strongéeré@mces ia a study and also the
design allows both types off respondent to prefiesit views and opinions in the

way convenient to them (Rwejuna, 2013).
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Samples were selected from llala district secondsckiool, and llala district
education office. The selected participants werpeeted to provide maximum
information about research problem; therefore thegp@seful sampling technique
was employed in selection of samples. The study &adample size of 140
participants who were required to provide informatregarding factors influencing
unsatisfactory academic performance in their atieamigh questionnaire, interview
and focus group discussion. Also documentary aisaBs used to supplement the
information acquired through questionnaire openeénishterview and focus group
discussions. Questionnaire is a self-report datkeatmn instrument that teaches

research participants to fill out questionnairgpasd of a research study.

It was selected because it could collect quanigaéind qualitative data at the same
time. The other tool which was used in this studeas interview. It is a data
collection method that involves oral questioninthei individually or as a group.
The reason to use this is to obtain more infornmaiio greater depth. In the study
context, to provide deeper understanding on theehdswtors, school factor and
policy and circular factors influencing unsatistagt students’ academic

performance in secondary school in llala district.

Research questions guided this study were as fellow
* How does home environment influence unsatisfacamademic performance in

secondary schools in llala District?

* How the school based factors influence unsatisfgcoademic performance in

secondary schools in the llala District?
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* How does the policy and circular influence unsatigfry academic performance

in Secondary schools in the llala District?

The first research question revealedhat home factors which caused unsatisfactory
student academic performances wepeor parental involvement in students’
academic issues, family income and parent educatidevel This is because parent
fails to supervise their children at home concegriiomework and other assignment
from school, also due to low income of the famitydent fails to get the school

expenses such as text books, uniforms, bus farpaeicet money.

The second research question founthat lack of teaching and learning materials,
inadequate number of teachers, un availabilityabbratory rooms and equipments,
poor library facilities and non-provision of medts students had led to the poor

academic performance in secondary school in Ilesict.

The third research question foundthat policy and circular such as education for
free, non-screening of students at various leyaismotion policy, non-providing
incentives, poor practice of guidance and coungelinschools; were the policies
and circulars that caused unsatisfactory acadeerionmance in secondary schools

in llala district.

6.3 Implications of this Study
The findings of the study showed that studentsneg environment at home is not

supporting effective learning that is why the stuidéhave been performing poorly as
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the examination results of 2012 to 2016 have shdffiorts must be done to rectify
the situation. From the findings it shows that p&eare not supportive to their
children academic progress the load is left to tdechers alone. Supervising of
students should be done by either sides, the paesmd the teachers as well. This
further implies that the schools in llala distneill be far also realizing the Dakar
Framework for action (2000) of which some of itegts are to produce graduates

who are well around in creativity, innovation areffprming better academically.

Second implication to the second objective abotbgktfactor affecting academic
performance in secondary school, the study revealagidthe school environment is
not conducive to facilitate learning of the studerihe availability of learning and
teaching resources, qualified teachers, library ésmdesources, laboratory and its
equipment and the provision of meals to studentge Had to poor academic
performance of students. The capitation and gramd t® schools is not enough to
fulfill the requirements of the school, lack ofexate teacher in many schools hinder
the students to pursue with science subjects. Migmatch of the resources and the
number of students will continue to deterioratedaoaic performance in secondary

schools in llala district hence it needs to be adsled by the ministry of education.

Third implication to the third objectives on thelipg and circular related factors, the
findings shows that there is no thorough reseasefbrb the introduction of policies,
some of the policy are politically oriented, acaogdthe political situation of the
country, example is the free education policy idtreed in 2015 it was during

election, finding shows that after the introductiointhis policy there was a fall in
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examination performance in the following years2012 the government abolished
screening of students who fail form two nationaamination, when these students
reached form four they had worse results as stadehb were not qualified. The

government has also stop promotion and salary nmen¢s to teachers at the same
time. Abolition of incentive and other allowancecBuas teaching allowance this
decreased the motivation of teachers of work dffelst hence increase students’
poor academic performance. Implicitly the minishigs to allow screening policy

and practice and it has to re emphasis the go&damd counseling practices in

schools.

6.4 Recommendations for Action
In order for secondary school in llala districtt@ave good results they should adhere
to the following recommendations;

i) Parents are advised to reduce domestic choresderdgs. Students have to
perform light duties like cooking food, washing ndés, fetching water not
far distance, this gives them time to concentnatéheir school work because
they are not tired.

i)  Parents have to supervise and monitor their studeatlemic progress by
making fallow up in school and discuss with teaclssue pertaining to
students academic as well as the behavior of tdests before it become
worse, They should develop a habit of visiting th&tudents school and
laying the burden to teachers when students fay #it back and blame the

teacher while it is their fault of not be respoihsito their students’ progress.
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Vi)

vii)

viii)
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Equally parents have to provide study material$ sag text books for their
children since there are not adequate in schodigesd are important to
student as they will help them to revise and styheir own.

The parents should be educated on the importancedotation to their
children and the current world through seminars @arénts meetings.

The government through guidance and counselingosess schools identify
student from low income families and assist therthair daily needs so that
they reach their potentials like their countergudents from higher income
families.

The government has to build hostels, for studem Vitres far from school
because they walk a long distance to reach scmobakso is risky to them.
Provision of food to students. The government itlaboration with parents
and teachers has to ensure provision of food testuduring school hours.
This will help student to concentrate on studied gain higher performance
since they will not sleep in class and will be aetin the learning process.
More research should be done prior introductionnew policy, different
stake holder such as teachers and parents shouhddieed in all stages for
ease implementation.

Provision of guidance and counseling to student® dgovernment has train
counselors who will help students rather than dépgnon teachers who
have other duties of teaching.

Capitation and Grants should be provided on tintedges according the
needs of the school and not the number of studémtsmakes running of

schools to be difficult to the head of schools.
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xi)  The government should look on the transport of esttel since they are
humiliated by the conductors especially those gviar from school. They
arrive late home and fail perform school assignsientd domestic chores.

xii)  Schools should provide regular test for studenth @18 weekly and monthly
tests,this will help the students to be familiathaéxaminations question and
way of tackling questions in examination ,this Iwiicrease academic
performance.

xiii) New policy of Free Education and other policiestgiamg education should
be reviewed to identify its strength and weaknessoider to raise the
standard of our education.

xiv) Selection of student to secondary schools shoulddoe in such a way that
students with different capabilities are selectiatiher than the present system
of selecting students with high performance toaerschools and those with
lower concentrate in on school. Mixing them will abte the lower
performing student to compete with their higherf@ening students hence

increase performance.

6.5 Aea for Further Study

Since the study focused on the three variablesusiog unsatisfactory in academic
performance in llala selected school, there is rneeadb research and establish how
studentstredness also isesponsible for this poor academic achievemestitools.
The study used a moderate sample of 140 responadstsvere reached by various
methods, a new study is recommended on wider saamgléo a wider geographical

area than llala district.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Questionnaire
1A: Questionnaire for students
Dear respondent’'s student | Elijah Judica, a stud#nthe Open University
(OUT).You are requested to answer the provided tguress below aiming at
collecting you views, opinions and suggestions loa factors influencing students
academic performance in secondary school in Taazahihe information you
provide hereunder will be strictly treated and Haddut confidentially and purpose
for this research only.
A: Background Information

1. District.......c.covvvvenennnn.

2. Ward..........ccooe e,

3. School at which the student is studying.......................

4. Sex of the respondent.................. (1=male, 2= female)

5. Age of the respondent ..............

6. Form in which the student is studying...... (1= forma#Form 1V)

7. What is your parents’/guardians’ occupation? agaats [ ], ii. Business [ ],

iii. Civil servant [ ], iv. Others (specify)..............

8. 10. Are you given homework?1=Yes [ ],2=No| ]

9. 11. Do you finish itin time? 1=Yes [ ], 2= NoJ[

10.1f not finished in time, why?

11.What activities do you do after class session®atd?

i)

ii)
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12. 12. Do your parents assign you domestic chores s¢hool sessions?
I.Yes[],ii. No[]
13.13. What is the level of education of your parents?
i. Non-formal education [ ],
ii. Primary education [ ],
iii. Secondary education [ ],
iv. Tertiary education [].
14.Do your parents visit or communicate to your teat¢beheck your academic
progress?
Yes[ LNo[ ]
15.From your experience give your comments on the laviity of the
following school facilities and services that mawé influenced to students’
poor academic performance at your school.
Teaching and learning materials (1=Adequate [=ip2dequate [ ])

Laboratories... (1=Adequate [ ], 2=inadequate [ ])

Teacher......... (1=Adequate [ ], 2=inadequate [ ])
Library ......... (1=Adequate [ ], 2=inadequate [ ])
Meals ............ (1=Adequate[ ], 2=inadequate [ ])

16.Do you think the new policy of free education wilicrease academic

performance?

Yes|[ ], No[ ]
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How?

17.Do your school have guidance and counseling seaaes| ] ,NO[ ]
18.Do you think counseling contribute to good acadepacformance? Yes|
1:No[ ]

19.What do you suggest should be done to improve atsadgerformance?
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Appendix 2: A Questionnaire for Teachers

Dear respondents students, | Elijah Judica, a studé the Open University

(OUT).You are requested to answer the provided tguress below aiming at

collecting you views, opinions and suggestions loa factors influencing students
academic performance in secondary school in Taazahihe information you

provide hereunder will be strictly treated and Haddut confidentially and purpose
for this research only.

Questionnaire number........

1.District.........ccocovn..

3. Name of secondary school....................
4. Sex of arespondent........................
5. Marital status of a respondent....(1=married, Bgt&, 3=Divorced, 4=Widow)
6. Age of a respondent (teacher) in years................
7. What is your highest level of education? i.Dipbo [ ], graduate [ ], iii.
Postgraduate []
8. What subject(s) do you teach? .................... = 0
9. Are you satisfy with your working environment@s[ ],No[ ]
If NO, what should be done to improve the workamyironment?

8. What are home based factors influencing acadperfiormance?

)



90

9. School environment related factors influencingdemic performance
I. Availability of Teaching and learning materiald=Adequate [ ],
2=inadequate [ ])

ii. Availability of Laboratories...(1=Adequate [ |=ihadequate [ ])

iii. Availability of Teacher......... (1=Adequate [ ], 2radequate [ ])
iv. Availability of Library ......... (1=Adequate [ ],2nadequate [ ])
v. Availability of Meals ............(1=Adequate [ ], 2=idaquate []) 101

10.Do you think the new policy of free educationllwincrease academic
performance?

Yes No

How?

11 .Do you think guidance and counseling contribtee students academic
performance?
Yes[ ],No [ ]
13. How do parents response to visit school tokliee students performance?
Positively [ ], Negatively [ ]
14. What do you think the government should domgrove students’ academic

performance?
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Appendix 3: A Checklist of Items for Discussion wit Heads of schools

Dear respondents students, | Elijah Judica, a studé the Open University

(OUT).You are requested to answer the provided tguress below aiming at

collecting you views, opinions and suggestions loa factors influencing students

academic performance in secondary school in Taazahihe information you

provide hereunder will be strictly treated and Haddut confidentially and purpose

for this research only.

1.

2.

No. of Students.............. (1)Boys............ (2) Girls............) #8017

Are teachers motivated because to students’ pedioce® (1) Yes, [ ] (2) No [
1.

How is the community perception towards educatiothe area (1) Good [ ] (2)
Poor [ ]

What is the range of most students’ distances fiome to school? ...................

The dominant means of students transportation ddr@m school (i) On foot, [ ]

(). By bicycle [ ]; (iii) by motor vehicle [ ]

How was teacher-Student Ratio (TSR) in 2016
What was the Book-Student Ratio (BSR) in
2016, ..

What is the response of Parents to school issues @asked for help?

(1) Positive [ ], (2) Negative [ ]

10. Does school provide food to its students (1) Ygg2) No, [ ]
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11.Please! State the availability of the following ifeies at your school? a) Does
your school have a chemistry laboratory? i. Yesi[ No [ ];
b) Does your school have a Physics laboratory®s.| ], ii. No [ ];
c) Does your school have a Biology laboratory isYé ii. No [ ];
12.a) Are science subjects practical’s done at yohosi? 1. Yes [], 2. No [ ]
D) I N0, WY 2 e
13.a) Does your school have a library? 1. Yes [ N@][ ]
b) If yes, does it have enough facilitiestsas: (i) Books 1. Yes [], 2. No [ ]
(ii). Tables and chairs 1. Yes [ ], 2. No [ ]
c) Do your students get meals at schoo¥x$.[ ], 2. No [ ]
14.a) Do you have enough teachers for every subjecttpsam? Yes[],No[]
b) Which subjects don’'t you have enough teacheérs?.................. ii.
.............. i e VL Ve e VL
15.Does the school administration have a culture o¥ipling monthly test for every
subject?
(i), Yes[ ], (i), No[ ]
16.Do you have school counselor? Yes[ ],No[ ].
17.What is your opinion on the policy of free educatim improving academic
Performance in secondary

school?

18.What are your suggestions for improving academidopmance in secondary

schools?
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Appendix 4: A Checklist of Items for Discussion wih District Education
Management

Dear respondent’s students, | Elijjah Judica, a estudf the Open University

(OUT).You are requested to answer the provided tguress below aiming at

collecting you views, opinions and suggestions lan factors influencing student’s

academic performance in secondary school in Taazahihe information you

provide hereunder will be strictly treated and Haddut confidentially and purpose

for this research only.

1. Teacher-Student Ratio (TSR) at the district leveineen 2012 — 2016

YEAR 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

TEACHER-
STUDENT
RATIO

2. The Book-Student Ratio (BSR) at the district Ievetween 2008 — 2011

YEAR 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

BOOK
STUDENT
RATIO

3. Does the district management have a culture of netwg teachers for better
performance of students basing on the national foum examinations results? i.
YES [];ii. NO[].

4,

5. How many schools are well equipped in terms oérsm laboratories in your

district as from 2012- 20167
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YEAR 2012 | 2013 2014 2015 2016

Availabilities of
laboratories%

Number of schools
with laboratories

6. How is the general situation of academic perforneamt form 4 national
examinations in your district? Put a tick! a). Vggod [ ] b). Good[ ]c¢)
Moderate [ ], d) Poor[ ]

7. Ifitis poor, why?
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Appendix 5. Interview and focus Group Discussion Qestions to students
1. How do your parents support you in learning at ham¢he following items
and its impact in your academic performance.
I Textbooks and other stationeries
ii. Bus fare and pocket money
ii. Uniforms and bags
V. Money for remedial classes
2. What are domestic chores that hinder your perfoo@am school?
3. How does school factors enlisted below affects yeaming in school?
I. Availability of teaching and learning resources
. The number of teachers
iii. Provision of meals
Y2 Laboratory
V. Library
4. What should the government do to improve acadengcfopnance in

secondary school in llala district?
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Appendix 6: Interview Questions to Teachers

1. What are home based factors influencing studectsl@mic performance in llala
district?

2. What are school factors influencing students acadgmerformance in llala
district?

3. What are policy and circular factors influencingdsnt’s academic performance
in llala district?

4. Recommend on what should be done to improve acadeenformance in llala

district?



