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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to determine thesoas for the parents sending their
children to lowest performing private secondaryosds; and to determine parents
expectations on children academic performance wwesd performing private
secondary schools in Dar es Salaam region. It gredidoth quantitative and
qualitative approaches. This is descriptive stuubt wtilized structural interviews
and questionnaire for data collection. The popokatvas composed of parents with
children in the lowest performing private secondsrlgools in Dar es Salaam Region
obtained through purposive and snowball samplichrigues. Data were analyzed
qualitatively and presented descriptively. Key fings revealed that parents had
several reasons for sending their children to lovpesforming private schools and
were influenced by the following variables suchg@®d infrastructure of the school,
availability of teaching and learning materialsgess to school and child behaviors’
were among the reasons for them to send theirrehiltb the respective schools.
Also the findings revealed that 10 (ten) parentd loav expectations towards their

children academic performance. 7 (seven) of patedshigh expectations.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Problem

In Tanzania education is provided by both the mub&ctor and the private sector.
Both sectors operate under the regulations of theiskty of Education and
Vocational Training. Some of these aspects incligefinal examination at every
level in the education system. The public sectoluishes government and community
schools, both receive government funding for resmirrcosts (some of which are

defrayed through the collection of school fees lanarding fees).

The private education sector in Tanzania compriges great diversity of schools
whose unifying feature is that all depend almostlesively on school fees and
private contribution to defray both recurrent amgbital costs. History of Tanzanian
education shows that to a large degree private adshloave contributed to the
common good of Tanzania society. Tanzanian econcemyot provide secondary
school education to all of its qualified childreagple. Without private schools there
would be a heavy financial burden on tax payerprtivide ample schools for all
students (Davis 1999). Currently there are 360lipubecondary schools in
Tanzania and 1192 private secondary schools.(NMyn@édteducation and Vocational

Training 2015).

There are different conditions of enrolling for govment secondary schools and
private secondary schools. For public secondargastone of the conditions to join

Form One is completion of Standard Seven and at Bpetting high marks (pass) in



Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE). Therestbn is done with those
with high marks selected to advance to governmecdredary schools in relation to
the number of space available in these schoolfah year. It is the policy of the

government that all those selected should joirr tlesipective schools.

However, some parents decline the chance and chsegpster their children with
private secondary schools. The academic performahgriblic secondary school
varies very much i.e. some schools perform veryl,vgelme in the middle while
others perform very poorly.Regulations for joinikgrm One in private secondary

schools vary although most demand the completid?riofary School education.

Since individual student performance in the Stathd@even National Examination is
not in a public domain none of the private secop@dahools in Tanzania base their
selection on student’s primary school academicoperance. Some of the schools
use self-made tests and/or interviews as a mechaoisselecting students to join

Form One.

The quality of the tests varies. Some schools haigh quality tests that are
intentionally geared towards identifying studentghwhigh mental ability and

academic performance, thus selecting only the basients among those who
attempted the test. The other condition that apphemost of these schools is the
parents’ ability for payment required by school e Some schools owned by
religious organization accept only students of rthhespective faiths while others
accept students from other faiths. Some privat®@dshare established for making

profit while the vast majority of them are not -efir institutions (Davis 1999).



So, we can say that for most private secondary adshim Tanzania the main
conditions for a student to be accepted are hisélcademic ability and parents’
economic power. Currently in Tanzania there are2ljfivate secondary schools.
Academic performance of these schools and thaubfigpschools is measured by
The National Examination Council Ordinary/Advandssl/el. Normally “O” Level

examinations are attempted after four years ofreemy school education and “A”

Level examinations two years after “O” Level edumat

Also, based on these results the Council ranksdibols in Tanzania from the
highest academically performing secondary schoolsthe lowest performing
secondary schools. The individual student's exatitnaresults and the general
results of each school are in public domain i.ey parson have access to these
results. In recent years the results have indicdtadsome private schools have been
characterized as being very good schools; othebgiag in the middle; and some as
very poor schools. As expected most people strivesend their children to the
highest performing schools based on the assumgkiah their children’s future
performances will also be very good. In the sarkerigpoor performance of students

is expected from the very poorly performing schools

As indicated above parents have chance of seleptingte secondary school that is
appropriate to their children. Rational choice tiyewhich is also known as choice
theory or rational action theory is a frame workdoaderstanding and often formally,
modeling, social and economic behavior. Rationaiahtheory informs most school
choice plans. This theory suggests that parentsUéifidy maximizer who make

decisions from clear value preferences based aulesibns of the costs, benefits



and probabilities of success of various optionat they are able to demand action
effectively from local schools and teachers, anat tthey can be relied upon to
pursue the best interests of their children (FulE996.,&Hatcher, 1998) The
reasons for parents selecting a particular prigateol for their respective children

are numerous.

However one can conclude that most parents wairt ¢higdren to perform well at
the end of respective level i.e. “O” Level or “A’elzel. This being the case and the
fact that secondary school overall examinationgreréince is public knowledge one
is perplexed on why parents send their childrenexy poorly performing private

secondary schools.

According to the Basic statistics in Education @0Dar es Salaam is one of two
regions (the other being Kilimanjaro) where mosttlé non-state schools are
concentrated. This is one of the reasons why reBeachooses Dar es Salaam to be

the area of the study.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

In Tanzania education is provided by both the mub&ctor and the private sector.
The public sector includes government and commusahool both of which receive
government funding for recurrent cost. Private sdeoy schools are owned by
individual people or institutions. They have dif#fat sources of getting funds but the
main one for most of these schools is school feés lpy parents. Private secondary
school entry depends on the child completing pnnsehool education; passing the

school interview/test were applicable; and the mpaeconomic power. However



another main characteristic of private secondahpals is the element of parents
having a chance of choosing and deciding to erir@lr children to a particular

school.

The academic performance of all secondary schawlsTanzania is a public

knowledge and it is expected to be one of the mgasons for parents selecting a
specific private school for their children. Accardito National Examinations results
there are some private secondary schools that haleng history of very poor

performance and yet with this knowledge some schealoll many students each
year. Thus this study aimed at determining the amador parents sending their
children to lowest performing private secondaryostt in Dar es Salaam and the

parents’ expectations on the academic performantteei National Examination.

1.3  Objectives of the Study
The specific objectives of this study were to:
() Determine the reasons for the parents sending tbtlgidren to lowest

performing private secondary schools in Dar esé&alRegion.

(i) Determine parents’ expectations on children’s acadeerformance in the

lowest Performing private secondary schools in @aBalaam Region.

1.4 Research Questions
This study specifically addressed the followingei@sh questions:
() What are the reasons of parents to enroll theidem to lowest performing

private secondary schools Dar es Salaam Region?



(i) What are the expectations of parents on childrasademic performance in

lowest performing private secondary schools Da&8aaam Region?

1.5 Significance of the Study

The findings of this study are expected to find @asons and expectation of parents
sending their children to the lowest performing/ateé secondary schools in which it
fill the gap found from literature reviewed wheyemany of these studies tried to
explain the private secondary school in terms thieir performance, way of
enrollment and school fees. Also the finding frdms tstudy will help researchers in

future to identify viable areas for further studasthe issue.

1.6 Definition of Main Variables

This study has adapted the following operationéihd®ns of the main variables:
Private schoolsare secondary schools in Dar es Salaam that ardnainistered by
local state or national government thus they rethénright to select their students
and are funded in whole or in partial by chargihgitt student tuition rather than

relying on mandatory taxation through public (goweent) funding.

SchoolAcademic performances the outcome of education, the extent to which a
student, teacher or institution has achieved theurcational goals and it is measured
by examination or continues assessment (Annie,.Bi@Stoker,& Mildred. 1996).
In this study is the overall performance based loa tertificate of secondary

examination education result.

Lowest performing private secondary schoobre those with poor performance in

their certificate of secondary examination educa{lGSEE). In this study they refer



to secondary schools in Dar es Salaam Region Hrdt low compared to other
schools and that most of students in the previeas who got Division Zero and/or

Division Four.

Parent: father or mother, one who begets or one who gk to or nurtures and
raises a childIn this study parents have being characterizeguasdian, single, or

married couples.

Parent’s expectationhas been defined as realistic beliefs or judgmérasparents

have about their children in future achievementefiected in course grades, highest
level of schooling attained or college attendaridexander, 1994). For the purpose
of this study parents’ expectation refers to theslleof academic performance they

believe their children will achieve on the (CSEE).

1.7 Scope and Limitations of the Study

The study was confined in private secondary schtwds have being performing
poorly in their certificate of secondary examinatieducation in Dar es Salaam
region namely secondary schools from llala, Temeke Kinondoni districts. The
study also used snowball sampling techniques tatifgeseventeen parents from
three districts in Dar es Salaam. Thus the resaltsiot be generalized to all parents
in Dar es Salaam or Tanzania who send their cltivepoorly performing private

secondary schools.

1.8 Conceptual Framework
A conceptual framework is described as a set o&dbrideas and principles taken

from relevant fields of inquiries and used to stumoe a subsequent presentation



(Reichel, & Ramey, 1987). The conceptual framewmndvides clear links from the
literature to the research goal and questions. Maneconceptual framework that
guided this study was grounded on the realizatfadheofact that parents have chance
of selecting private secondary schools that is @mpate to their children. The
conceptual framework used in this study is derifretn the literature review and

personal experience of the researcher in regafdmtaania.

This study therefore demanded to know the reasodseapectations for parents
sending their children to lowest performing privaezondary schools. The variables

involved in the study were conceptualized usingrtiaelel delineated in the Figure

1.1
Reasons to send children to lowest Expectation on children
performing private secondary schools academic performance
» Class size » Possibility of child passing
* Social economic status final examination

» School infrastructure

» Academic performance

* Available teaching and learning
materials

* Costs

* Former students experiences

» Access to schools

* School discipline

« Child’'s behavior

Figure 1.1: Conceptual Framework n Parents Reasorend Expectation for

Sending their Children in Lowest Performing Secondey Schools



In the context of this study class size relatedaldes refer to a number of students
in a given classroom specifically being the numbérstudents being taught by
individual teacher in the classroom. Social ecomostatus is an economic and
sociological combined total measure of a persontgkwexperience and of an

individuals or family economic and social positionrelation to others, based on
income, education, and occupation. School infratitine here we are concerned with
well-planned school building, classroom, libraghdratories, administrative blocks,
staff rooms and school playground. Academic peréoroe refers to the outcome of
education the extent to which a student, teachengitution has achieved their
educational goals. In this study it means how tbleosl is performing in their

certificate of secondary education examination.|lClhehavior is how the child

behaves towards other people.

In this study it means the behavior of child is gobd and therefore parents select
the school where they believe their child behavimy be changed. Costs in this
study would mean school fees and other contribstiiat parents incurred in that
school. Furthermore school discipline in this stuehuld refer to the system of rules,
punishment and behavioral strategies appropriateetoegulation to the children and
maintenance of order in school. Its aim is to eadhe safety of staff and students
and create an environment conducive to learningess to school means how easy

the child can get to the school.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction
This chapter review studies that have been conduote parents’ rationale for
selecting private secondary schools, the parenmtgeaation on both school

performance and on their children performance.

2.2 Overview of Parents’ Reasons for Sending thehildren to Private
Secondary Schools

There are conditions and reasons that lead paterm@sroll their children in private
secondary schools in Tanzania. As mentioned inrdsearch problem in some
parents enroll their children in these schools assalt of not being selected to join
public schools. However, some parents send theldren to private secondary
schools even if they had been selected to joinipddcondary schools based on
their status. Buttin & Kirby, 1998) observed thatfamily income and parent’s level
of education rise, so does the inclination to cleoagrivate school. So, in case of
Tanzania some parents may opt to send their chiltirgrivate schools because of

their social economical status.

Social economic status and parents’ level of edorcatiso enable them even if their
children selected to join government schools treke tthem to private schools to
maintain their status in their society. Factors cehiead parents and students
themselves to opt for private secondary schooleagslistance of the students home

and the school that student has been selectedntoHence parents decide to send
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them to nearby private secondary schools (Ava& BaXd11). Another factor which

leads parents to opt for private secondary schealscipline of the schools.

According to (Figlio & Stone, 1997) parents cho@serivate school education
because of more disciplined environment, a religieducation or higher opportunity
to participate in extracurricular activities.Theesiof the class also has an impact on
parents. Parents prefer a smaller class thus leatiged to choose private schools.
Educators acknowledge that smaller classes fodtese cworking relationship
between teachers and students thereby enhancinginiga(Goldring& Rowley,

1999).

Most families want the best quality education afa# for their children and in the
case of private schools that comes with the pAsetamily income and parent level
of education rise so does the inclination to chageivate schools (Buttin& Kirby,
1998).Research by (Goldring & Rowley, 2006) sugdishat most parents believe
they should have the right to choose where theldmen will attend school. Parents
make choices of several schools (Figlio & StoneQ7)9 After seeing the schools
parents should make list of schools that they #ikd the reasons for this (Nicole, .
2008). Normally there are no enough spaces to acwatate all those who pass the

examination.

In Tanzania parents and students have final saygesst chance to choose private
secondary school they like, once they fulfill thetrg conditions (Goldring &
Rowley 2006). Normally parents have all informatiabout academics of private

secondary school they need to send their childrerig the researcher needs to
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know the reasons for parents to send their childcefowest performing private
secondary schools (Nicole, 2008). Recent researaleVer indicates that the context
of parental decision making is far more complexntiihe result of individual
rationale calculations of the economic return ogithinvestment in particular
education option (Hatcher; 1998). Parental choikepart of a social process
influenced by salient properties of social clasd artworks of social relationships
(Coleman & Coeman, 1988); explained that when ratividual is faced with
important decision a rationale actor will engageaisearch for information before
deciding. However parents appear to employ a mextairrationalities, involving an

elements of the fortuitous and haphazard (Ball 3200

To make decisions regarding their children’s edooatparents will rely on their
personal values and subjective desired goals ofataun as well as others within
their social and professional networks to colleébimation, parents whose network
does not provide access to relevant and valualbenation regarding option of
school choice are limited in their capacity to makB®rmed choices (Goldring&

Rowley, 2006).

2.3 Overview of Parents’ Expectations

Although “parental expectations’ has been definedarious ways in the literature,

most researcher characterize parental expectasisn®alistic beliefs or judgment

that parents have about their children in futurei@ement as reflected in course
grades, highest level of schooling attained oreg@lattendance (Alexander, 1994).
Parents’ expectations are based on an assessntaetdfild’'s academic capabilities

as well as the available resources for supportigyen level of achievement. Most
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researchers operationalize parental expectationsisling parents “how far” they

think their child will go in school or by askingeim to forecast what grade a child
will receive that year. (Redd, & Matthews, 2004e$ants expectations can be
contrasted with parental aspirations which typicadifer to desires, wishes or goals
that parents have formed regarding their childréutigre attainment rather than what

they realistically expect their children to achieve

Expectations parents have for their children’s sthattainment influence their
children’s expectation and achievement and earlgeetations tend to persist
throughout the child’s school year (Moore & Kinukaw2009).Research has shown
that parental expectations for children’s acadeaaicievement predict educational
outcomes more than do other measures of parentalvement such as attending
school eventsParent’s expectation influence chiltcames through multiple
pathways, parental expectation are more likelyftecatheir children when parent-
child relationships are characterized by closeaesswarmth. (Moore & Kinukawa,

2009) exploring the links between family strengtidl adolescent outcomes.

In addition families with high education aspirasofor their children provide more
out of school learning opportunities for them. Gakeprior research has indicated
that the great majority of parents expect theitdrbn to graduate from high school
and at least some post secondary education (Reclolf & Matthew 2004).

Moreover parent’'s expectations for their child’suie are related to their perception
of his or her current performance in school. (Om20iL1) found that expectation of

students abilities to succeed were vital to theuoation.
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Classic studies in the psychology literature h&émend that merely stating an
expectation results in enhanced performance thgtiehi expectation resulting in
higher performance and that person with high exgtiect perform at a higher level
than those with low expectation, even though theieasured abilities are

equal(Janet& Dary, 1989).

Various studies have resulted in a range of commigsabout the rule of expectation
on student achievement (Omari, 2011). One primeggdt seen across decade of
research is that students are more likely to meeeaation than not, regardless of
whether these expectations are good, bad, correchisguided (Fink, & Dary,

1989).

2.4 Conclusion
Based on the above literature one can concludethiea¢é are various factors that
have influence on parents’ decisions for enrollingir children in private secondary

schools.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

Research Methodology is a way to systematicallyesikithe research problem. It
indicates the practical ways in which various stepd be adopted and whole
research project will be organized in studying theearch problem (Oliver, 2004,).
This chapter therefore provides the methodologywhihbe used in undertaking the
study. It includes the research approach, resedssign, population, sampling

techniques, instruments of collecting data and tmanalyses the data.

3.2 Research Approach

This study employed both quantitative and qualiatiesearch approaches. (Mason,
1998) defines qualitative research approach asla miethod in focus involving
an interpretive and naturalistic approach to itgjestt matter. It implies an emphasis
on the qualities of entities processes and meatiiag cannot be experimentally

examined or measured in terms of quantity amouansity or frequency.

Cohen, Manion& Morrison, 2000, argue that qualMatiresearch approach is
reported in terms of verbal description rather thammerical form. Moreover
according to (Omar, 2011) qualitative researchrtatural setting is the direct and
primary source of data and the researcher is tlg@nstrument and spends a lot of
time eye-balling, probing, observing and recorditize phenomenon being
investigated and they seek deep and vivid desonptof the context and the events

and do not believe number can do that.
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The qualitative approach was employed in this stuglyause it enabled getting first
hand explanations or experiences and views of #spondents, which also
necessitated the use of interviews and questicesais method of data collection.
This method for collecting information was usefoit investigating the phenomenon
in depth by entering into the respondent’s persomatld. Qualitative research

approach was used in order to gather the viewsyiams and attitudes of parents
sending their children to lowest performing privaecondary schools. It also help
the researcher to obtain and interpret the reagndsxpectation of parents sending
their children to lowest performing private secaydachools. It also provides an
opportunity for the researcher to modify and makg ehanges, during the research

process. There is keen interest in the contextrwbteh behavior occur.

3.3 Research Design

The research design is your general plan, how yiluger about answering your
research question Kothari, (2004) define reseaedigd conceptual structure within
which the research is conducted. It constitutes lhee print of collection,
measurement, and analysis of data. As such thgrd@stludes an outline of what
the design includes an outline of what the researahll do from the beginning to
the final analysis of data. Yin, (1994) look ateasch design as the Logical sequence
which connects the empirical data to a study'siahitesearch questions and
ultimately to its an action plan for moving fromitial sets of question to some sets

of conclusions about these questions.

A case study is one of the popular research desigrisare widely used throughout

the social sciences for both qualitative and quinte data collection. A case study
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in this sense refers to a short narration or deson that analyses and compare
contests and situations with others. According teridm, (2002) a case study
designs attempt to portray, analyze and intergret uniqueness of real situation
through accessible accounts. This design was edldor this study because it is
suitable for collecting information in an in-deptianner to get a picture of reasons
and expectations of parents sending their childeerdowest performing private

secondary schools in Dar es Salaam Region whilg wWere chances of sending

them to better performing private secondary schools

3.4  Targeted Population

Target population is a group about which the redesris interested in gaining
information and drawing conclusion from Cohen, Man& Morrison. (2000); Best

& Khan.( 2006). The target population for this stusl the parents and guardians of
students from lowest performing private schoolsDar es Salaam region. The
parents/ guardians were obtained through Form Btuatents, because of their long
experience of studying and learning in those schant they are regarded as mature
enough to share their experience on the issue. pements/ guardians included
female and male for gender representation in thidys also included were single

parents. It also gathered data from parents oéwifft religions and denominations.

3.5  Sampling Techniques

According to Kombo,D.K., &Tromp,. (2006) samplingfers to procedures used to
select people, places or thing to study in thecsetearea. It involves a process of
selecting a sub-group from a large population wiments necessary for the study.

The major reasons for sampling in the social s@srare to reduce expenses of time,
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effort and money. It enables the researcher toautnate on specific area that may
represent other areas. Sampling techniques in ghidy were snow ball and

purposive techniques.

Purposive sampling techniquevas used to obtain schools with lowest performance
in Form Four national examinations. Punch,( 20@¢ & Onen.(2005) argues that
purposive sampling enables the researcher to sampleéhe basis of her/his
judgment. Purposive sampling is considered as tbet nmportant kind of non-

probability sampling to identify the primary pargiants.

Specifically the sample selection was based onptirpose of the research which
was to identify private secondary schools who’sniréiour Certificate of secondary
examination education results are poor i.e. stwleperformance lies between
Division Four and Fail in the last four years 2011 to 2014. The trend in students
registration in these schools shows that Form Qeestll being registered in these
schools and there are students registered in Favo) Three and Four as shown in
the table below. The implication is that althougle performance of these schools
was poor yet some parents send their children émntiBased on this criteria six

secondary schools were selected. Cohort study se to identify them.

First the researcher used cohort study to colleth drom two private secondary
schools in Kinondoni. Because of the research ®tthe schools name were not
mentioned, instead letters were used to name ttendary schools. School A and
School B, with low performance for one class tharted in 2011 (Form One) to

2014 (Form Four),to see their trends. The resuttievas follows:
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Table 3.1: Secondary School B in Kinondoni

YEAR NUMBER OF STUDENTS REGISTERED
2011 90
2012 136
2013 137
2014 142

Form Three 2014 since Form One 2012

Table 3.2: Secondary School A in Kinondoni

YEAR NUMBER OF STUDENTS REGISTERED
2012 84
2013 96
2014 102

Table 3.3: General Enrolment of Form One Studentsdr the Same Secondary
Schools in Kinondoni for Four Consecutive Years

YEAR SCHOOL A SCHOOL B
2011 79 90
2012 60 84
2013 42 76
2014 20 47

The following is performance in Form Four examioatiof six selected private

secondary schools from Kinondoni, llala and Temdik&icts in Dar es Salaam.

Table 3.4: Secondary School A - Kinondoni

YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.lI/C DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION [I/MERIT REDIT IVIPASS

2011 0 1 4 60 110

2012 0 0 3 60 156

2013 0 1 9 68 34

2014 0 0 14 26 24
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YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.lI/C DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION [I/MERIT REDIT IVIPASS
2011 0 0 2 39 97
2012 0 2 2 50 124
2013 0 3 3 39 40
2014 0 3 8 30 33
Table 3.6: Secondary School C - Temeke
YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.lI/C DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION [I/MERIT REDIT IV/IPASS
2011 0 0 2 15 13
2012 0 1 1 10 22
2013 2 2 3 19 9
2014 0 1 2 18 8
Table 3.7: Secondary School D -Temeke
YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.1I/C DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION II/IMERIT REDIT IVIPASS
2011 0 0 4 25 41
2012 0 0 0 15 22
2013 1 0 3 20 21
2014 0 0 6 18 29
Table 3.8: Secondary School E -llala
YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.IIl/IC DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION [I/MERIT REDIT IV/IPASS
2011 0 2 1 24 58
2012 0 1 0 18 59
2013 0 0 4 17 24
2014 0 0 6 13 16
Table 3.9: Secondary School F -llala
YEAR DIV. DIV. DIV.II/CRE DIV. FAIL
I/DISTINCTION | IIIMERIT DIT IV/IPASS
2011 0 0 4 20 22
2012 0 1 5 42 69
2013 0 0 3 23 33
2014 0 6 6 11 20
Source: NECTA,(2011-2014)
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The results in Form Four National Examinations stibat the schools mentioned
above in all years had very few students passintbarievel Division One, Division

Two or Division Three. Most of the students in #neshools scores were in Division
Four or Fail [zero]. Based on academic performaotdhe students the above

schools were used in this study.

On the other hand thenowball sampling techniquewas used in selecting
respondent (parents of the students of the resgestihools). Snowball sampling
technique is a form of non-probability sampling @ithe researcher begins by
identifying an individual perceived to be an apprajg respondent. This respondent
is then asked to identify another potential respondThe process is repeated until

the researcher has collected the sufficient data.

Snowball sampling technique was selected for thidyssince parents of the students
are scattered, therefore the selection of pareras @btained from the already
attended parents. This study collected informatiom seventeen (17) respondents

from the respective schools.

3.6 Data Collection Instruments

3.6.1 Secondary Data

3.6.1.1 Documentary

Document analysis involved systematic identificatiand analysis of document
containing information related to the research [@al Laws, Haper, & Marcus,
(2003). This study gathered information by reviegvofficial documents. Moreover

documentary source has advantages of providingamastunt of information; it is
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cost effective and provides data that are permaargshiavailable in form that can be
seen by others, Laws, Haper, & Marcus,(2003). Iis thtudy The National

Examination Council results were reviewed to idgrgchools used in this study.

3.6.2 Primary Data

The study will employ multiple methods of data eotion. The multiple methods
ensure validity of data as one of instrument compelets the other,Cohen, &
Morrison (2007) and allow looking at the study framore than one standing

point.The methods which were used are in-deptmiree and questionnaires.

3.6.2.1 Questionnaire

Questionnaires are used when factual informatiordasired Creswell, (1994).
Personally administered questionnaires have adgestaf establishing rapport
explaining the purpose of the study and questioarngems that may not be clear to

the participants.

It is more convenient to complete the questionnairthe participants own will and
speed. The questionnaire is form self report mefboabtaining attitudes or views
of the people. It asks individuals to respond teedes of statements by indicating
whether they agreel) to the appropriate statement. Each responséwidissociated
with a point value and an individual attitude todsarthe topic is determined by
summing up the values for each statement Cohenidd&rMorrison, (2007).The
researcher used questionnaire in collecting inftionafrom the parents. The
guestionnaire was composed of close-ended questiogsiestionnaires close ended

questions was used to collect specific information.
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3.6.2.2 Interview

Interview refers to an exchange of views betweem tw more people on topics of
mutual interest, as it takes advantage of the alytrof human interaction for
knowledge production and fits well in the socialiation of research data, Seidman,
(1991). The purpose of interviewing people is talfout what is in their mind and

what they think or how they feel about something.

An interview allows respondents to provide theterpretation of the world in which
they live and express how they regard the situatiom their own point of view.

One of the advantage of an interview is that ibvall the participants to describe
what is individually meaningfully or important tanim/her by using his/her own
words rather than being restricted to pre-deterthinategories, Best & Khan,

(1998).

In this study the interview included structured ammh-structured interview. The
study depended only on small number of respondéatss, Harper, & Marcus, R,
(2003), hold that the researcher can use intervielne or she wants to rely the
information from a small number of respondents. fifethod can be well applicable

if the respondents are few, since a single sesdiorierview can take up to an hour.

Also the authors argue that researcher can usevimteif the issue is sensitive and
some people may not be able to speak freely befmeesearcher and/or if some
respondents would not be able to express themsdivis through written

questionnaire. In this study the interview was usette only few parents were

interviewed due to the reason that they were rzatlal in a single geographical area
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and the fact that some of parents were not ablerite and read as they lacked this
skill. The convenient method for them was intervithat does not require literate

skills.

Administration of interview

Researcher went to respondents home and condingtedtérview and administered
the questionnaire. The researcher (interviewesj &ipproached the interviewees and
obtained their consent to participate in the inew by telling the aim and
significances of the study. Also the interviewers@med confidentiality to the

respondents so as to allow them to provide th&armation without fear.

3.7 Data Analysis Plan

Data analysis is a systematic procedure for id@ntif essential features and
relationships, Cohen, Manion,& Morrison, (2007).eThualitative data analysis
method is used for organizing data into categaaies identifying pattern among its
categories, Macmillan & Schumacher, (2001). Thespfocess involved reflections
about the data, coding the material into the categaand finally interpreting the

data for understanding meaning and pattern.

Due to the fact that this study collected data itptalely therefore analysis was done
qualitatively although some quantitative aspectsewtaken into consideration.The
descriptive analysis was adopted to analyze théeatetl data from parents.
Moreover data from interview were analyzed througimtent analysis in which

wording and quotations were employed to make sémgesearch questions. The
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data from questionnaire were analyzed and integdrein simple tables of

frequencies and percentages.

3.8 Research Ethical Considerations

Creswell, (2012) insists that it is important tgpect the site in which the research
takes place by gaining permission before enterisgea The research clearance was
sort from The Open University of Tanzania. Fromréheontact was made with
parents with children in lowest performing privasecondary school. Before
obtaining any information the researcher made sha¢ there was an informed
consent of the respondents. The researcher exglaioethe respondents the

significance of research to enable them to decidetiner to participate or not.

Additionally during the interview and questionnagessions the researcher ensured
the respondents privacy and confidentiality. Aldee respondents were allowed to
withdraw from the interview at any moment withoudalosing the reasons for doing
so. Clarifications on questions were also allowed #e discussion mainly used

Kiswahili language.

3.9 Validity and Reliability Of Research Instruments

Validity refers to degree of success with whicleehhique or other instruments are
measuring what it claims to measure, while religbihims at establishing the
consistence and stability of phenomena, Omar, (RO0d obtain a comprehensive
research data the research instruments validaedlbfective of the study. The
researcher tested the tools to be used in the studgder to establish their validity

and reliability. One private secondary school ottran those sampled for the study
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in Dar es Salaam region was used in pilot studyngusinterview and
questionnaire.The instrument of data collection waiswabhili for the sake of
validly to Kiswabhili speaking respondents. The instent was first constructed in
English and then translated into Kiswabhili by twiiedent people and then translated
back into English by two other people. In this e any ambiguities were removed
so that the final Swabhili version reflected accelyatthe content in the original

English version.

Questionnaire and interview were used to ensurerehability of methods and
validity of collected data. This helped the redowtiof research biases since
confirmation claims were linked to data occurrenfresn multiple sources. These
was done to overcome the problem of relying anahdpdiound to one research
method only and hence increase the validity of ,d@@hen,Manion & Morrison

(2000).
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter gives the presentation and analysighef results for the study.

Specifically the first objective study was to detere reasons for the parent sending
their children to lowest performing secondary sdlamal the second objective was to
determine parents’ expectations on their childrecademic performance in the

lowest performing private secondary schools.

The first step of the study determined the maima afethe study as Dar es Salaam
Region. The schools were purposively selected ywalel their comparative rank
among other schools in Dar and the performanceintdatated many students in the
previous years was very poorly. The researcherctsglerespondents (parents of
students) in six private secondary schools in tireet districts of region, namely
llala, Temeke, and Kinondoni Districts in Dar eda@aen region namely: Secondary
School E & Secondary School F in llala District; c8edary School C and
Secondary School D in Temeke District; and Secon@ahool A and Secondary

School B in Kinondoni District.

The population of the study involved parents withdents in lowest performing
private secondary schools in Dar es Salaam. Tleisldtased on the responses of 17
respondents from the above mentionedsix seconddrgoss. The purposive and
snowball sampling was used in selecting theparehtstudents in the respective

schools.The instruments for data collection werenopnded questions questionnaire
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and interview. The responses were quantified ardStiatistical Package for Social
Science (SPSS) and Microsoft excel were used ty cait the analysis of data. The

main focus was on the Descriptive data, namelykeeqy.

4.2 Profile of the Respondents

A total of 17 questionnaires were sent out and gsevecompleted and useable. The
two respondents were illiterate i.e. could notthk questionnaire. This represents an
85% response rate which is well above parents atdnof 40- 60% (Mugenda and

Mugenda, 2003). The Table 4.1 showmarital statubeparents.

Table 4.1: Marital Status of the Parents

Marital status Frequency Percent
Widow/Single 8 47%
Both parents 7 41%
Guardian 2 12%
Total 17 100%

Source: Field data (2015)

Table 4.1 shows that 47% of respondents were wilogle, 41% were from both
parents (father and mother), and 12% were guard@misiren assisted by relatives).
This implies the respondents included most thegoates of the marital status in the

society.

4.3  Age of Respondents
The ages of the respondents were between 25 angle&&. This study also
determined the educational status of the parerits. résults are indicated in the

Table 4.2.
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Table 4.2: Education Level of Respondents

Level Frequency Percent
Primary Education 4 23.5%
Secondary Education 9 52.9%
Tertiary 2 11.8%
llliterate 2 11.8%
Total 17 100%

Source: Field data (2015)

Table 4.2 Shows that 23.5% of the respondents hathpy school education level,
52.9% are secondary school education level, 11.8%4értiary education level, and
11.8% were illiterate. The results show that paraitdifferent levels of education

have children in these low performing private selzog schools.

Table 4.3: Economic Status of Respondents (his/hBrcome Per Year)

Economic status Frequency Percents
Low income 10 58.8%
Middle income 3 17.65%
High income 4 23.53%
Total 100

Source: Field data (2015)

Table 4.3 shows that 58.8% of the respondents wetiee category of low income
families; 17.65% were middle income, and 23.53%enaigh income. The result
revealed that parents of different level of incamage children in the low performing

secondary schools although most of respondentsiwéhne low income category.



30

This study also determine the knowledge of theardpnts in regard to the previous

academic performance of the respective schools¢hédren are enrolled.

Table 4.4: Respondents” Knowledge on the AcademRerformance Of Private
Secondary School

Frequency Percent
Very good 0 0
Good 0 0
Not Sure 2 12%
Poor 10 59%
Very poor 5 29%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

Table 4.4 shows that 12% of parents with childrenowest performing private
secondary school were not aware of the previousleswe performance of the
schools their children are attending i.e. they niodd know whether are schools are
poor or good. Fifty nine percent (59%) of the regpents revealed that they knew
the previousperformances of the schools were @oat,29% stated that the previous

academic performances of the schools are very poor.

This result implies that most of respondents hddrimation on the previous poor

academic performance of the schools their childvere attending and a few were
not aware of this aspect.The answers to the foligvguestions have been used to
achieve the objectives of the study:

(1) What are your reasons to send your child iseérszhools?

(2) What are your expectations on children acadgrairformance?
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4.4  What are your Reasons to Send your Child in tkiSchool?

The following variables were used to answer thestjoe:

4.4.1 Academic Performance of the School as a Reago Send Children to

this School
The study wanted to determine the number of pamghtssend their children to the
respective schools based on the school’s previcadesnic performance. The results

are indicated in the Table 4.5.

Table 4.5: Academic Performance of the School

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 1 5.88
Agreed 1 5.88
Undecided 1 5.88
Disagreed 2 11.76
Strongly Disagreed 12 70.59
Total 17 100

Source Field data (2015)

The responses shows that 5.88% strongly agreedhigyasent their children to these
respective schools because the academic perfornmednite school was good and
5.88% agree that the performance were good. AB&% they were undecided. The
parents who disagreed were 11.76% and 70.59% ¢$yrasigagreed that the
performance of the schools was the main reason $kay their children to these
schools. These results shows that majority of theems (82%) reported that the
performance of the school was not the main reas@emding their children to the

respective schools.
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Table 4.6: Infrastructure of the School

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 2 11.76%
Agreed 10 58.82%
Undecided 2 11.76%
Disagreed 2 11.76%
Strong Disagreed 1 5.88%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

Parents were asked if one of their reason to desid ¢hildren to lowest performing
secondary schools were good infrastructure of theas. The data obtained showed
that 11.76% strongly agreed and 58.82% agreedathatof their reasons to send
their children to the respective schools was basedheir infrastructure. Of the
respondents 11.76% disagreed and 5.88% strongagmdied that was one of the
reasons for sending their children to these schaold 11.76 were undecided. These
results suggest that majority of parents (70%) vettected by the infrastructure of

the schools as one of the main reasons for serntig children to the respective

schools.

Table 4.7: Availability of Teaching and Learning Materials

Frequency Parent
Strongly Agreed - -
Agreed 7 41.2%
Undecided 5 29.4%
Disagreed 4 23.5%
Strongly Disagreed 1 5.9%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)
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Table 4.7 shows that there were no respondentssivbagly agree that the reason
for them to send their children to lowest perforgprivate secondary school were
availability of teaching and learning materials, ileh41.2% agreed; 29.4% were
undecided; 23.5% disagreed and 5.9% strongly désalgrThese results shows that
about 41.2% parents agreed that availability o€he®y and learning materials as
one of the reasons to send their children to thpeetive schools and 29% disagreed
and the similar number did not take into considenathe aspect of learning/teaching

resources of the respective schools.

Table 4.8: Former Students

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 0 0
Agreed 1 5.9%
Undecided 2 11.8%
Disagreed 4 23.5%
Strongly Disagreed 10 58.8%
Total 17

Source: Field data (2015)

From Table (4.8) above parents were asked if foratedent were one of their
reason to send their children to lowest performpnigate secondary schools. The
results were as follows: 5.9% disagree, 11.8% wedecided, 23.5% disagree, and
58.8% were strongly disagreed. One can concludeé fivaner students from

respective schools were not among the main redsomany parents to send their
children to lowest performing private secondaryosthas total of disagreed and

strongly disagreed make sum of 82.3%.
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4.4.2 Access to School
The respondents were asked if they consider atocesshool as one of their reasons
to send their children to lowest performing privaeeondary school. The results are

as indicated in the Table 4.9.

Table 4.9: Access to School

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 1 5.9%
Agreed 7 41.2%
Undecided 5 29.4%
Disagreed 3 17.6%
Strongly Disagreed 1 5.9%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

Of the total respondents 5.9% strongly agreed dn2l%4 agreed that they sent their
children to these schools because they are neasy homes, while 29.4 were

undecided; and 17.6% disagree and 5.9% strongigoked. The results indicate that
many of the respondents (47%) considered easyatzdlse school as the reason to
send their children to school. However, majoritytleé respondents were undecided
or they did not choose to send their children basedthe easy access to the

respective schools.

Table 4.10: Shareholder of the School

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 0 0
Agreed 0 0
Undecided 2 11.8%
Disagreed 5 29.4%
Strongly Disagreed 10 58.8%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)
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Moreover, respondents were asked if one of theorsaso send their children to
lowest performing private school were the bendfdtttheir family can get from

school. The results were as follows: 11.82 wereeuitttd, 29.4% disagree and
58.8% were strongly disagreed. The results obtaimede table above demonstrate
that the majority of the parents about 58.7% stiyomigsagreed that sending their
children to those school they were getting nothimgerms of benefits, other than

education given to their children.

Table 4.11: School’'s High Discipline

Frequency Percent
Strongly agree - -
Agree 4 23.5%
Undecided 5 29.4%
Disagree 7 41.2%
Strongly disagree 1 5.9%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

During the study the respondents were asked ifeéason to send their children to
lowest performing secondary school were schoolgh [discipline. The respondents
polled show as follows: 23.5% agreed, 29.4% wergkeaided, 41.2% disagreed, and
5.9% strongly disagreed. This means that some fsateak into the consideration

school’s high discipline while for majority this wanot among the reasons for this

parent to send their children to the respectivesish

Table 4.12: Costs

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 0 0
Agreed 0 0
Undecided 3 17.6%
Disagreed 2 11.8%
Strongly Disagreed 12 70.6%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data 2015
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The respondents were asked if the cost of the céspeschools were the reason to
send their children. The data found that 17.6% wegecided, 11.8% disagree, and
70.6% strongly disagreed. About 82% of all respoislalisagreed that the costs

were not the reason for them to opt for the school.

Table 4.13: Child Behavior/Characteristics

Frequency Percent
Strongly Agreed 2 11.8%
Agreed 6 35.3%
Undecided 5 29.4%
Disagreed 4 23.5%
Strongly Disagreed 0 0
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

The parents were asked if the reason for themrtd #e children to school were due
to their children’s behavior or characteristics.f t@e total 11.8% were strongly
agreed, 35.3% agreed, 29.4% were undecided, 23i58grde. One can conclude
that since 47.1% is the sum of the respondentedgreeans that many respondents
took into their consideration their children’s caeteristics and behavior in enrolling

their children in the respective schools.

4.3  Parents’ Expectations

4.3.1 What are your Expectations On Child Academi®erformance?

The second objective of the study was to deterntiigeparents’ expectations on
children's academic performance in the lowest periftg private secondary schools

The following variables were used to answer thevalguestion:
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Table 4.14: Possibility of a Child Passing the Findxamination

Frequency Percent
High expectations 3 17.6%
Undecided 4 23.5%
Low expectations 10 58.8%
Total 17 100

Source: Field data (2015)

The respondents were asked if the possibility cliifd to pass the final examination
were one of their expectations. The results shat $8.8% of the respondents had
low expectation i.e. they expected their childrerail; 23.5% they were undecided
l.e. they were not sure on the performance of thkeildren and 17.6% had high

expectations i.e. they believed their children ywaks the final examination.

The quantitative aspect of the study had resulés gihowed there are different
reasons for parents sending their children to dkaeest performing schools in Dar es
Salaam region. On the variables of the study thevitng sequence from the highest
to lowest frequency of reasons mentioned for sendihildren to the lowest

performing secondary schools has been observed:

Table 4.15: Summary of Findings

S/N | Reason Percentage
1 Infrastructure of the school 70%
2 Access to School 47%
3 Child behaviuor/characteristics 47%
4 Availability of teaching and learning material 41%
5 School’s high discipline 23%
6 Previous Academic performance of the school 12%
7 Former students 6%
8 Shareholder of the school 0%
9 Costs 0%

Source: Field data (2015)
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Thus, infrastructure of the school was mentionedrmst respondents as the main
reason for sending their children to these schdolwed by easy access to school
and child’s behavior/characteristics and then tralability of teaching and learning

material in the respective schools. Some respoedeak into consideration school’s
discipline. Few were influenced by previous acadeparformance of the school as
a reason to send children to this school and veny daid they were influenced by
former students of the respective schools. Nonthefrespondents mentioned that
they sent their children to these schools becaleg Wwere shareholders in these
schools or because of the element of costs. Thenmation obtained through the
structured interview will be presented in the nekapter and be the basis of the

discussion.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSIONS OF THE FINDINGS

51 Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is the discussion mdifigs of the study and gives
recommendations. The researcher investigated tsome and expectations of 17
parents for sending their children in to lowestf@aning private secondary schools.

Data were collected through questionnaires anavietes.

5.2 Profile of the Respondents

The findings revealed that parents of differentelevof education and economic
status have children in the lowest performing gaveecondary schools in Dar es
Salaam Region. Parents came from all levels of a&dut and in fact majority of

them (65%) had experience with secondary schoddl leducation. In regard to
economic status majority of the parents (59%) awenflow economic status. This
means that these poorly performing secondary sstavelnot a choice of a particular

group in the society.

Previous academic performance of the schools mod geason for parents enrolling
their children in private secondary schools. Alsadihgs show that most parents
(88%) had information on the previous academicquerince of the schools their
children were attending i.e. prior knowledge on theor performance of the
respective schools. The fact that one has to obgsrthat with this knowledge they
still send their children to these. There must beg/\compelling reasons for making

and accepting such a choice. This implies that eviémthis information the poorly
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performing private secondary schools will contirtoeexist i.e. they will register
students each year.The findings shows that 2 (:2é6¢ not sure of the previous

academic performance of the schools.

In this statement one can wonder why parents séildren to schools without
getting this very significant information in regatd making a choice that has a
bearing on the future of their children. One casua%e that there are parents who are
not aware of the importance of this informatioropto choosing a private secondary
school for their children. In discussion the resbar observed that these two parents
would have been influenced to make a different @han selecting the respective

schools.

5.3  Reasons for the Parents Sending their Childreto Lowest Performing
Private Secondary Schools

The findings revealed a number of reasons fromébpondents, these were:

5.3.1 Previous Academic Performance of the School

The findings shows that apart from those parents védported that the previous
academic performance of the respective school wetepoor, others about 12%
were not sure about previous academic performahtteecschool. During interview

session these parents had this to say:

“Normally | believe that private secondary schoal® business oriented, their
owners are Interested in good performance so gsttmany students.”

Moreover one parent from llala had this to say;
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“l don’t have any information about performancetlis school, but | believe if my

child Work hard he will perform well.”

5.3.2 Good Infrastructure of the Schools

About 70% of respondents reported that, good itrirature of the schools were one
of the reasons that attract them to select theeotise schools. During the

interviews one parent from had this to say, “Schwd good buildings, so with good
building | believe that also education given is gobow do they managed to have
good building and fail to provide good education”.

The above quotation indicates that parents weracaétid by the school buildings and
attractive physical surroundings, leading todaetig that school environment make

a good school.

5.3.3 Auvailability of Teaching and Learning Materals
Findings revealed that 12 (7%) reported that alditg of learning and teaching
materials were reasons for them to select the eispeschools. During the interview
some parents had this,to say;
“School has enough teachers and laboratories conapdoe ward
schools where our children already have been sededb join.”
Moreover another parent added thaBlthough the school had a
shortage of teaching and learning materials thegoemaged parents
by promising that they will work on the problem ®boAnother
believed that private secondary schools have quays of solving the

problems of shortage of teachers compared to gowem schools



42

which depends on the government budget which ldevetudent for

long time without being taught.”

These statements showed that availability of tewcland learning materials or
promise of acquiring them convinced parents to letineir children in this poorly

performing private secondary schools.

5.3.4 Former Student
The findings shows that 6% of the parents agreatfdrmer students were one of
the reasonto select the school where their childrere attending. During interview
one of the parent from Temeke Municipal had thisay;

“The son of my neighbor was among of the studemt sdored division

three in that school,therefore | thought that myicciwill be among the

students who may perform well in his final examaorét

5.3.5 Access to School
The finding shows that 8 (47.1%) of the respondeeported that easy access to
school is one of their reason to select the resmesthools. Easy access means the
child will spend less time travelling to and frochsol and also it is less expensive.
During the interview one respondent from Temeke igipality had this to say:
“My child was selected to join ward school at Kiraan Kinondoni
municipal, while 1 am living at Mbagala, so | deedl to find a

nearby secondary school”.

Kimara is on the western side of Dar es SalaamenMlibagala is on the eastern part.

Even in good days it takes more than an hour teeliaetween the two points. From
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the above quotation one can conclude that easgstaeschool is another reason for

parents to select the respective secondary school.

However, there were few parents who reported oppadi the above reason. For
example a parent from Kinondoni Municipal had toisay:
“The school being nearby for me is not the readbm, reason is that
the friend of my child had been selected to joiat techool” and
continues “As you know now days if the child idesd not be

accepted, he/she will reject to attend the school.”

From the above quotation one can conclude that gmaments follow succumb to
what their children say disregarding the acadeneidopmance of the school and

easy access.

5.3.6 Shareholder of the School

The findings revealed that none of the parents wemngly agreed and agreed that
being shareholder of the school was one of theisae to select the respective
schools where theirchildren are attending. Durimgrview session one parent from
Temeke had this to say;

“Myself there is nothing | will get from that schHaexcept that | want

my child to study up toform four”.

From the above quotation one can conclude thaalhparents send their children to

the respective schools because they are shareholder
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5.3.7 Costs
The findings revealed that none of the parents wemngly agreed and agreed that
the costsof the school were one of their reasoretect the schools where their
children are attending. During interview sessiasthparents had this to say:
“Nowadays private secondary schools are businesented. Their
school fees are very high, we are trying our begtke children to these

schools regardless of our low income”.

Moreover another parent from Kinondoni had thisay;
“The school fees where | sent my childis small parad to other
famous privateSecondary school like Feza, Marianizvha secondary
schools and many others. My dear those famous dacpischools are

for rich people and not for us”.

From the above quotation one can say that; the afodte school is not one of the

reasonfor the parents to send their children irréispective schools.

5.3.8 Children’s Behavior/Characteristics
Findings reveal that about 48% of the respondeaitsthat their children were very
stubborn, that they decided to take them to thedacim order for them to settle.

During interviews one of the parent from Illala muipal had this to say;

“My child is very stubborn so | decided to sendnhio that school
because | heard the teachers from that school &my gerious in
dealing with children who misbehave.” For such paee the

respective school is taken as a tool of rectifyihg child. Another
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reported that the child is young and there is noghs/he can do; “it is
better for the child to be in school instead ofrigeidle at home or

loitering”.

From the above quotation it seems that many patbimk that school is the place
where they can change their children behavior,thacefore they disregard the poor
performance of schools believing on the possibititytheir children to change their

behaviors.

Other reasons

The above reasons were identified by the reseatthsged on literature. Through
conversations with parents it became obvious thatet are other reasons not
mentioned above that parents base in selectingypperforming private secondary
schools for their children. Among these reasonsuded: using the situations in
these schools to prepare their children for bettéiool in the future. They pointed
out that after a year or two in these schools ttigidren will attempt selection tests

for other better schools with the hope that thely pass.

Another parent said that his child was expellednfranother school on disciplinary
reasons and had enrolled in this school since denbather option. This was one of
the parents with high expectations who based ofnérischild’s experience in the
previous school. The main point here is to ackndgéethere are numerous reasons
for parents to enroll their children in poorly parhing private secondary school in

Dar es Salaam Region.
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5.4 Parents Expectations on Children Academic Pesfmance
5.4.1 Possibility of Child Passing Final Examinatin
One will assume that one reason of enrolling adcimlany school at any level will
be to gain education and consequently have a gatdef The instrument for
measuring success is the final national examingtibre end of each level. The
findings revealed that most of the respondents (828ve low expectations on the
performance of their children in their final exastiion. During interview one parent
from Kinondoni municipal said that,

“Continuation of poor performance for my child neskme lose hope

for him to perform better in his final examination.

Other parents were of the opinion that althouglesssent results of their children
looked good they believed their children will fdaadly in the final examination.
Most common statements were;

“The only thing this school knows is how to faikithstudents!” or

“the only way that my child will pass is throughetimtervention of

God".

From the above quotations it proves the word of tMer, Thormas, &
Kemerer,(1994) “That parent’'s expectations are dase assessment of the child
academic capabilities as well as available ressufge supporting a given level of

achievement.”

The undecided parents indicated they were notistineir children will pass or not.

It is worth noting that the parents who were notsvof the past performance of
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their respective school were in this group. Sorhéhem commented that it all
depends on “luck” or “God’s will” or said:
“You never know Bwana, things might be differenstieaf. Some parents in this

group were not aware of the academic performanagypess of their children.

5.5 Summary of the Main Research Findings

The findings of the research revealed that mosthef respondents have been
obtained from interview and questionnaire answdreth the respondents during
research field, also the findings revealed thatemiar reasons for sending their
children to lowest performing private secondary agthwere influenced by the
following variables namely, good infrastructuretbé schools such as classrooms,
libraries and other buildings, availability of té#ng and learning materials, access to
schools and child behavior. Similarly the findirgfgows that parents expectation on
their children academic performance were low dueottinuous assessment of their

children records.

5.6 Conclusions

In the view of these research findings it is obgidkiat majority of the parents who
send their children to lowest performing privateselary school do not consider
academic performance of these school as theirierite send their children to the
respective schools, hence they have low expectédiotheir children in academic

performance.

5.7 Recommendations
Based on the study findings, discussions and cemeiudrawn in this study, the

following recommendations are proposed for improgeta of parents’ reasons in
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selecting schools for their children.Governmentuithouse mass media such as
newspaper, radios, and TV to educate parents ontboselect best schools with

good performance for their children.

5.8 Recommendations for Further Research
This study was conducted in few private secondahpals in Dar es Salaam. There
is a need to carry out a similar study to othewvgig secondary school in Dar es

salaam and other regions it Tanzania to help ma@mgral conclusion.
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APPENDICES

Appendix |: Questionnaires for Parents

| RABIA HATIBU KIMARO, am pursuing Master of Educan degree in
Administration Planning Policy Studies at the Opbsmversity of Tanzania.
Currently | am conducting research on parentsoreaor sending their children to
the lowest performing private secondary schoolsDar es salaam and their

expectations.

In this case | am kindly requesting you to sparmesdew minutes to fill this
questionnaire.The data are collected for academicpgses only, therefore

confidentiality is highly

Guaranteed.

A Open ended questionnaires for parents
1.What is your highest level of your education?

2. What was the previous academic performanteeo$chool in which your child
is attending?

3. What are your reasons to send your children h@ $chool with lowest

performance?
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4. What are your expectations on children acadegmeiformance in the lowest
performing performing secondary school?

B. Closed ended questionnaires for parents
Tick (V) where appropriate
1. Is school academic performance you reasohdose that school?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c) Undecided.
(d). Disagree
(e). Strongly disagree.
2. Is infrastructure of the school your reasondiec that school?
(a) Strongly agree
(b) Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). strongly disagree.
3. Are you motivated by the available teaching kagning materials?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree

(e) Strongly disagree.
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4. Are you attracted by the former students of Htaibol?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). strongly disagree.
5. Did you consider the proximity to school as yoeason to choose it?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). Strongly disagree
6 Is there any benefits you are getting from tishbsl as a stakeholder?
(a). Strongly agree.
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). Strongly disagree.
7. Did you choose that school because of highgliseid environment?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree

(e). Strongly disagree.
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8. Is the school fees one of your reason to sétettschool
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). Strongly disagree.
9.. Did you consider your child behaviuor as oithef reason to select that school?
(a). Strongly agree
(b). Agree
(c). Undecided
(d). Disagree
(e). Strongly disagree.
10. Do you expect your child to have ability to dep career?
(a). High expectation
(b). Undecided

(c). Low expectation.



57

Appendix Il Interview (Structured Interview for P arents)

1. What is your highest level of education?

3. Can you give me reasons why you selected secosdhopol with lowest

performance?

4. What is your expectation on your child academid¢grarance in the lowest
performing private secondary school?
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