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ABSTARCT

This study investigated the factors that are assediwith school dropout among
secondary school students in Tunduma town of Mbgsrict in Tanzania. Specific
research questions of the study were: What have theeeffects of education level
of parents on secondary school students dropotitinduma area of Mbozi for the
2007-2013 period? What has been the impact of jamdome level on secondary
school students dropout in Tunduma area of Mboztridt for the 2007-2013
period? How does the nature of secondary schoadtests’ residence affect students
dropout at Tunduma for the 2007-2013 periods? Betvibe rates of dropout among
boys and girls, which one is higher than the othHdre study used both primary and
secondary data, and a case study research designstidy found that dropout is
associated with a combination of the following @ast low level of education of
parents, long distance from schools, and the natusaudents’ residence. Sometimes
students’ residence does not support educationitiaddlly, early engagement in
sexual affairs among students has been observdik trelated to dropout. It is
recommended that village leaders in collaboratiaih wchools administrations and
regional and District education officers shouldla@iobrate to carry on district wide
campaign to educate parents on high social economgative effects of school
dropout of their children. Parents should serve eyoand buy bicycles for their
children to reduce the long distance they are timy¢o and from the school. There
should be an intimate relationship between schodl@mmunity. Health officials,
parents, school administrations and officials fr@istrict and Region education

offices should collaborate to spread basic repriddeibealth education among.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE STUDY AND ITS BACKGROUND

11 Introduction

Dropout is the process of students leaving secgnsienool or other legal formal
training institution before they complete theirrfal studies, according to the length
of time set by government (Malibiche, 2011). Nollyaa student deserves for an
award of certificate of a particular level of studlyeducation if he/she has attended
school throughout for an allocated period for tleael. This study focused attention
on the factors associated with secondary schodests dropout in Tunduma Town.
This chapter will present background to the probletatement of the problem,
objectives of the study, significance of the studyjtations of the study, definitions

of terms, and scope of the study.

1.2 Background to the Problem

Assessment of factors leading to higher droposecbndary school students in most
African countries such as Tanzania, and its ovémgdlacts on national development
has been a major issue of concern among stakebadfléne education sector, such
as teachers, local and Central Government educeffmers, leaders of the country

and foreign development partners in education se¢Bruneforth, 2006).

Reducing the number of dropouts from secondary ashioa both rural and urban
areas of Tanzania has become a national policyecondn addition, numerous
programs at the national, state, and local leval®tbeen established to help reduce

the number of secondary school students who drapobschool. In almost all



developing countries including Tanzania, secondachool dropout or low
completion rates has been a subject of intereat&olemics, researchers, and policy

makers for a long time.

According to the Poverty Status Report, 2013, thenpmenon of high school

dropout rate continues to pose a big challengdeosticcessful implementation of
national policies. Although the findings of variostidies differ depending on the
peculiar country specific situations, rural- urldivide, gender bias, and distance to

school appear to be the most common elements iheafitudies (URT, 2013).

School is a place where individuals acquire edaonatskills and knowledge

necessary for appreciating and adapting to the@mwient and ever-changing social,
political and economic conditions of the societyl&as a means by which one can
realize one’s potential. Education is the acqusitf skills and knowledge from one
generation to another which helps to master oulasaod economic development.
In Tanzania, Primary Education is a seven yeargahn cycle i.e. standard | to

standard VII. It continues to be compulsory inacdment and attendance.

At the end of this cycle pupil can go on with Sedamy Education, Vocation
Training or enter the labor market. Secondary Btao is sub-dived into ordinary
level (form 1 to 4) and advance level (form 5 to @he ordinary level lasts for four
years while the advanced level lasts for two ye&@gidents who complete ordinary
level secondary education can go to the next sthgedvanced secondary education,
Vocational training, professional training, whileose who complete advanced level

secondary education join either tertiary or higeéucation and training institutions



or join the labor market (URT, 2013). Why is themech concern for secondary
school dropouts in Tanzania? One reason is thgiodite cost the nation money.
Dropouts are less likely to find and hold jobs thay enough money to keep them
off. Even if they find a job, dropouts earn substdly less than formal school
leavers. They cannot even proceed with higher ilegrnnstitution education

programs such as certificates, diplomas, bachetl@ggees, masters and PhDs.

This implies that increasing number of dropout efcandary school students
contributes to increase unemployment and poverthéncountry. Higher rates of
unemployment and lower earnings cost the natioh last productivity and reduced
tax income. Dropouts cost the nation money in othays as well. Research
demonstrates that dropouts are also more likelyaiee health problems, engage in
criminal activities, and become dependent on welfand other government

programs than school graduates.

These problems generate large social costs. Rexsmern for dropouts is also
fueled by a number of economic, demographic, anecatbnal trends that could
exacerbate this problem in the future. One trené@dsnomic: as the Tanzanian
economy moves toward a higher-skilled labor for8econdary school students’
dropouts will find very difficult to survive econaaally since they will not be in a
position to compete for well paid jobs with secalydschools and college graduates

(URT, 2013).

The study is significant in that students who dmgt of school have higher

probabilities of engaging in unfruitful activitid&e drug abuse, prostitution, and



criminal activities posing a great threat to theisty (Ramadhani, 2008).In that case,
increasing dropout of secondary school studentSuinduma area will result into

experiencing severe social economic hardship (URT3).

Currently, there is a sharp transition dropout raandard IV with significant

number of pupils abandoning school before compdetitandard seven. Statistics
shows that more boys than girls’ dropout and thiatian exist between districts and
grades. For secondary schools, dropout is morerexed in form Il where there
are many students who are not able to complete fgrrbespite its great economic
development, the performance of education sectorMimozi District is not

satisfactory. For example in 1990, the districtl iae highest number of school

dropout in the region (Mbeya Region Economic Pepfil997).

Dropout from school being a process, whereby stisdda not continue with their

studies has been a big problem in Mbeya regioresl®980s. The problem is serious
in Mbozi district where in 1997 the district waskad number one in the region
(Mbeya Economic Profile 1997). Since 1990s dropmfugchool children increased
at the rate of 1.1% to 1.3% from 1995 to 2000 dué&uancy, poverty, pregnancy

and early marriage among girls (Mbeya Region Aniiighlcation Report 2000).

In the ordinary level secondary education, overghdurriculum of 13 subjects

complicated by emphasis of English in favor of Kawi, as the principle means of
instruction. At national level, the transitioneaatindicate that the most likely point
of dropout is between form Il and form Ill. Stas indicate that dropout rates are

falling (URT, 2005).
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Figure 1.1: Factors for Dropout of Secondary Schodbtudents 2002 — 2005
Source: Maliyamkono and Mason, (2006)

According to Figure 1.1, the decline rate of schdmpout accounted for the effort
of education officers and stakeholders as wellhaslégal mandate to attend. The
rate is rising again due to factors that preventlesits from getting school are like
deaths, pregnancy among girls, child labor whicltategorized as truancy. The
same applies to family house hold duties. Yet ther e real situation in Tanzania of

conflicting demand for child labor and the needdducation.

Some children have to work even before going taskch They are engaging in an
illegal labor market in order to be paid for accessesources in order to secure for
better life. Therefore the study was important ibBuence it will enable the

Education stakeholders and the community at langenderstand the fundamental
influences of failure in education and trainingnasdl as dropout of secondary school
students Maliyamkono and Mason (2006). The TanzBewelopment Vision 2025

calls for high priority to education sector whick considered to be pivotal in

bringing about social and economic transformatteducation should be treated as a



strategy agent for mindset transformation and f@ treation of well educated
nation, sufficiently equipped with the knowledgeeded to competently and
competitively solve the development challenges Wwiface the nation. In this light,
the education system should be restricted andftianed qualitatively with a focus

on promoting creativity and problem solving (URD0B).

1.3  Overview of Dropout of Secondary schools at Mizi District and

Tunduma Area
Tunduma Area in Mbozi (currently Momba) District Mbeya Region has been
increasingly affected by increasing dropout of selewy school students (UTR,
2013). The increase in the number of secondaryatshn Mbozi District has been
accompanied by increasing number of secondary $atedents dropout, with girls

having higher dropout than boys (URT, 2013). Thisummarized in Table 1.1.

Table 1.1: Overall Trends of Secondary Students Dymout in Mbozi District

Jan-June
Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of
Secondary
Schools 46 59 69 69 70 70 70 72
Number of
Students 22,330 24,947 25,563 27,241 27,984 27,928870 32,876
Number of
Dropout
Boys 498 484 562 543 618 603 566 178
Girls 811 814 824 901 951 978 966 587
Total
Dropout 1,309 1,298 1,386 1,444 1,569 1,581 1,532 65 7
2.23 1.94 2.20 1.99 2.21 2.16 211 0.54 0.54

dropout rate
of Girls 3.63 3.26 3.22 3.31 3.40 3.50 3.60 1.79

Source: Mbozi District Council (2013)
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Table 1.2: Number of Secondary Schools in Mbozi anMomba Districts with

Dropout

Tunduma area is one of the major town of Mbozi mEsi(now in Momba District
after the division of Mbozi district into two digtts of Mbozi and Momba).
Tunduma lies at the border with Zambia and thesitaroutes to Zambia, DRC
Congo, and Zimbabwe. This makes Tunduma to beobribe busiest centers of
Mbeya Region with its main economic activities doated by trading in
merchandize goods, hotels, bars, and transporsemvites sector. Secondary school
is one of lower education sector dominated at Tumlarea apart from primary
education sector. Since the year 2005 there haea bmgnificant increase in the

number of secondary school students dropout at dmadarea (URT, 2013). As

shown in the Table 1.2.
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Figure 1.2: Number of Students in Secondary Schoah Tunduma Town with
their Relative Dropout from 2007 - 2013

From Table 1.2 and Figure 1.3, the number of stisdéropout increased from 93 in

2007, to 130 in 2008, 138 in 2009, 132 in 2010, i©8011, 307 in 2012 and 443 in

2013, making a total of 1,438 dropout for the 2@07-3 period against total number

of students totaling 17,680 students (URT, 2013).

At the same time the secondary schools administratiDistrict education officers
and Regional education officers in collaborationthviocal Government leaders at
Tunduma area and in Mbozi Districts have beenrgalbn various meetings with
parents and guardians of students to discusstbessand try to find the solutions to
reduce the dropout of secondary school studentswithiout success since the

number of secondary school students dropout cosditol increase at Tunduma area
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in Mbozi District than other parts of Mbeya Regidime schools with higher dropout
rate have been noted to be Mwl. J.K. Nyerere an@&HKdpi while those with low

dropout rate have been noted to be Mpemba and &vdte (URT, 2014).

Table 1.4: Measures taken by Secondary School Managent to Reduce
Students Dropout

Jan-
Year/ Events 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013unl4
Meeting between secondary

school Management and
Parents 485 691 917 1,004 2,013 2314 2,213 421

Meeting between secondary

school Management and

Local Leaders 587 712 987 1,122 1,124 2,601 253761 6
Meeting between secondary

school Management,

Districts, and Regional

Government leaders with

Local Leaders and Parents 714 811 924 1,338 1,324324& 3,12 741
Number of

Parents/Guardian taken to

courts on issues of their

children dropout from

secondary Schools in Mbozi - - - - - - - -
Number of

Parents/Guardian sentenced

by courts on issues of their

children dropout from

secondary Schools in at

Tunduma area of Mbozi - - - - - - - -

Source: Mbozi District Education Office Report, 201

1.4 Statement of the Problem

Investigations of factors causing high dropout etandary school students in
Tanzania, and particularly in Tunduma area of MHdi&trict in Mbeya region has
been of major concern among teachers, parentsgignar policy makers and other
development partners. In Mbozi District, Tundumaaahas been noted to have
higher rate of dropout of secondary schools stigddrdn other areas (URT, 2013).

At the same time the secondary school administrafstrict education officers and
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Regional education officers in collaborations witital Government leaders at
Tunduma area in Mbozi Districts have been carryomgvarious meetings with
parents and guardians to discuss the issues anal find the solutions to reduce the
dropout of pupils but without success since the lmemof secondary school students
dropout continues to increase in Tunduma area tther parts of Mbozi District

(URT, 2013).

From previous studies, there are some key factwas ¢ould be associated with
dropout. Such factors include parent educationjlfaimcome, nature of school and
student gender. Hence, there are a variety of faatanging from personal like
gender), social like education and income levelpasents and institutional, like the
nature of school. However, so far very little isolim as to why dropout persists in

such contexts as Tunduma.

It is important to study this phenomenon and urtdacsthe factors associated with
dropout among secondary school students. If thablpm is not timely addressed
using research-based data, dropout is likely tdicoe, and hence, illiteracy among
the youth. This has motivated the researcher temiake this study to find out the
reasons for secondary school students droppingfosthools in Tunduma area of

Mbozi District and recommend the solutions to thabpem.

15 Objectives of the Study

1.5.1 General Objectives
The general objective of the study was to analizeeféctors associated with school

dropout among secondary school students in Tundavwa
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1.5.2 Specific Objectives
The study was expected to address the followingares objectives in specific:
(i) To determine the effects education level of paresrtssecondary school

students dropout in Tunduma area for the 2007-2@ti®d.

(i) To examine the impact of family income level on@®tary school students

dropout in Tunduma area for the 2007-2013 period.

(i) To examine the effects of nature of secondary dshstidents residence on

students dropout at Tunduma area for the 2007-pefiad.

(iv) To compare the rates of dropout between boys atsl gi

1.6 Research Questions
Major research questions of this study were:
(i) What has been the effect of education level of igaren secondary school

students’ dropout in Tunduma area for the 2007-28®d?

(i)  What has been the impact of family income level setondary school

students’ dropout in Tunduma area for the 2007-28®d?

(i) How does the nature of secondary schools studesd&lence affect students

dropout at Tunduma area for the 2007-2013 period?

(iv) Which rate of dropout between boys and girls i©arghan the other?

1.7 Significance of the Study
The study has provided suggestions and recommendator the methods to deal

with existing secondary schools dropout. Thesenmsuendations are expected to



13

contribute to the government, NGO’s, COS’s and othgeoups interested in
identification as well as formulation of future atgies for combating the student’s
dropout. The study also has provided informatibat tcan be used in guiding
interested groups and individuals in reducing trablem. The study can be the area
of interest to potential researchers in similargpems about education development

at school, household and at community level.

The study will help other researchers who will Io¢erested on researching on
influences and effects of secondary school studdmgout in both developing and
developed countries. The findings will help polinyakers, stakeholders and the
government to understand the influences of dropogecondary schools located at
border and towns area. Hence provide laws andwy tn education policies so as

to prevent pupils dropout in school.

Therefore the study expects to take into consiaersitviews from Parents, Students
including dropouts themselves and other stakehslteget information on social,
cultural and economic factors that lead to schomlusion and to come up with

possible means and strategies to solve the proipléne area of study.

1.8 Limitations of the Study

The study faced the following limitations; long tisces between study locations.
This long distances between study locations raesegenses for travel such as
transport fares, per diems and accommodation. Tlwere also the inevitable times
to travel. The study depended so much on facede-feontact with secondary

schools students, parents’ teachers, WEQO’s and B@m the researcher thought
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would not have responded effectively through qoestaires that would take a long

time to return. Also sometimes it was difficultget the data.

1.9 Definition of Terms
1.9.1 Meaning of Dropout
Dropout of schools qualifies those students whddcoot complete their education
programmed at any level of education due to ongoresor the other. Many children
fail to find self-respect or self-discipline andoeaity to cope with problems in ways
that are constructive or have any appreciationhenmportance of skills needed for

learning Malibiche, (2011).

1.9.2 Meaning of Secondary School Students
Students who are studying at Secondary schools, foom one to form six. But this
level varies from one country to another en.wikipeatg/wiki/Secondary school

Malibiche, (2011).

1.9.3 Meaning of Secondary School

Secondary school is a school which provides childnath part or all of their

secondary education, typically between the ageklef4 and 16-18, although this
varies. It comes after primary school or middle cgdhand may be followed by

higher education or vocational training Malibicli2011).

1.10 Scope
The study was confined in the Mbozi District in theea of Tunduma and at the
following secondary schools: Mpemba, J.M. KikwekWL. J.K. Nyerere, and

Mpakani.
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1.11 Conceptual Framework and Model

1.12 Conceptual Framework for School Dropout

Conceptual frameworks are structured from a sdirofd ideas and theories that
help a researcher to properly identify the probkiey are looking at, frame their
guestions and find suitable literature. Most acaderasearch uses a conceptual
framework at the outset beinfluence it helps theeaecher to clarify his research
guestion and aims (Kothari, 2006). The conceptuaméwork of this study is
adopted from Nekatibeb (2002) Thus in this reseamdgor conceptual framework

used in this study is summarized in Figure 1.3.

Independent variables(X) Dependent variable(Y)

Education level of parents

Distance from schools
Students’ residence > Dropout Ratio

Pregnancy

Figure 1.3: Conceptual Framework

Source: Researcher’s compilation (2014)

Education level of parents is an influencing fadtotheir children’s development in
studies. Many students who dropout from school fesen families where their
parents did not spend more than seven years iros{ialibiche, 2011). Distance
from the schools also influence students dropoat,rfluence many schools are

located far away from the residence of the stud@iédibiche, 2011).
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Pregnancy- this terminates students from schoak #nds to be characteristics of
certain communities rather than series of isolaetdents. Not only do girls who
give birth typically come from dysfunctional, po@milies, but many of them peers
are doing the same thing. Students” residence @soinfluence dropout. This is be
influence most of the students spent time with peowho were not interested in
school, this occurs in their residence. Healthhef $tudents also can be influence of
dropout. This is be influence a student be can ficla longtime and fail to catch

with others so he/she decide to leave the schoalifMhe, 2011).

Late enrolment can also influence students dropoutanzania students are enrolled
at school at the age of 15 or 16 years old. Sonndests are enrolled in secondary
school at a later age. Those who are enrolledter Ege they tend to dropout from

their secondary school studies (Malibiche, 2011).

1.13 Summary
This chapter has shown that the problem of secgnsi@nool students dropout is
increasing becoming worse in Tunduma area and gqads of Mbozi District of

Mbeya Region.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction
This chapter presents literature review relatethéostudy. This includes theoretical

literature, empirical literature and contributiomde by this study.

2.2 Theoretical Literature

OECD committee on reducing secondary school stgd#nupout (2011) points that
the Government of Iceland started to take comtbnadif measures and strategies to
reduce secondary school students dropout in thetigourhey further point that the
economic crisis from 2007 has rendered more diffihe transition from education
to the labor market. Previously, with full employmbethere was no concern about
upper secondary dropout influence the transitionth® labor market was easy at

different ages and well supported with a strondtddarning system.

The effects of the crisis have shown that thisasitun is no longer sustainable. They
note that skilled and high skilled education. Tisisnainly a problem in rural areas
leading to the perceived high opportunity cost aing to school rather than

working, especially. On the supply-side, key occigoeal areas, such as tourism,
commerce and the processing of fish do not seedemeand special qualifications,
thus there is no need for an upper secondary de@tesy point out that the best
strategies to reduce secondary school student®ulrape for the Ministry of Labor,

Welfare and Education to work together to creatglan to address dropout

holistically, and occupational councils can playode. Special attention should be
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given to sectors where no training is currently deek (such as services or fish
processing), by establishing required learning if@®f They further point that other
strategies could include: Employers need incentteesnsure the future workforce

obtains a minimum education.

This includes exploring possibly sub-minimum wades youth and ensuring that
labor costs do not deter companies from hiring hsfidents without access to
companies/employers should also have quality VE®gm@ams that provide the
experience that an apprentice would be receiving iwork placement. Updated

teachers, resources and materials allow quality WEgrams.

Both students and employers need to understanonih@tance of upper secondary
education. Exploring why adults return to educatiught indicate a realization later
in life of the importance of upper secondary ediocatStudents should be given the
right opportunities and facilities to complete upmecondary education to deter

dropouts and the constant exiting and enterinduafents into education.

Burrus and Roberts (2012) in their paper on drapiat of school: prevalence, risk
factors and remediation strategies have contributedhe literature on school

dropout. They conclude that secondary school staddropout is caused by the
combination of factors namely; early warning indaca which include demographic

characteristics such as income level of the fansigx of the student, pregnancy of
girl students, age of the students compared tcageeage of other fellow students in
that older students gets dropout at higher rata tlmnger students. Performance

characteristics which include overall subjects’gress the students have in the class.
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If the progress is poor then this will increase tage of students dropout and vice
versa. Self-identified factors about self whichlude the student himself/herself not
interested to attend class lessons. Self-ldentiaetbrs about others which include
the education level and awareness of the parents,paor cooperation between
teachers and students which increases the rateudérgs dropout. They further
point that dropping out is a process that begin$ mefore high school, and students

exhibit identifiable warning signs at least onéfhtee years before they dropout.

Davis, Adze Saunders & Williams (2002) theory adrpied behavior tried to explain
dropout of secondary school students. Theory ofhridld Behavior (TPB) — a

psychological theory that includes the role oftattes— holds promise in predicting
dropout. This theory proposes that intentions heeltest predictor of behavior and
that intentions are predicted by: Attitudes, megranperson’s evaluation of his or
her own behavior or of others’ behaviors; Subjecthorms, which refers to the
social pressure one feels to perform the behawiwd; Perceived control, meaning a
person’s perception of his or her own capabilitypesform the behavior. Thus far,
only one study has used this theory to predict bigtool dropout, and it did so with

great success.

Bertrand (1962) in his study on secondary schootlesits’ dropout points that
dropout is jointly determined by social interactioetween the family and the school
social systems. He noted that the most importamércienants of high school

dropouts are:

() Low socioeconomic status directly correlates witghischool dropouts.
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(i) Students of parents with lower educational attamnae more likely not to

complete high school.

(i) Parents who place a low value on a high school adrc transfer this low
value to their children, thereby increasing théiarces of dropping out of high
school. Students who have lower GPAs and who hauedf more classes
possess a higher chance of dropping out of highdcltudents incompatible
with the school social system tend to receive nimlieule from students and
punishment from teachers and consequently drogduigh school at a higher

rate.

2.3 Empirical Literature

Mutwol et al (2013) conducted a study to determiecio-Economic Factors
Influencing Participation and Dropout of StudemsHublic Secondary Schools in
Marakwet District, Kenya. They used both primaryl @econdary data. They found
that socio-economic factors had the highest effethe participation of students in

secondary school education.

These factors include: poverty, low income leveghility of the parents to pay fees,
cost sharing policies, provision of family labordaiack of basic needs. Their results
further show that socio-cultural factors: early rmeges, pregnancies and traditional
culture were a major influence of low participatiohsecondary school students in
education. They recommended that the socio-econ@mdt cultural factors that
hinder student participation in secondary educashould be addressed so as to

improve the overall participation in Marakwet distr
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The study recommends the need to enhance the etomstomation of parents to
enable them cater for education needs of theidaml. This can be done by enabling
parents’ access low interest loans to develop imcgenerating projects. Further we
recommend free secondary education to be fundég bhylthe Kenya government.
Velasco (2001) conducted a study to determine factsponsible for dropping out
of secondary School girls in Cambodia. His studyeced the following provinces in
Cambodia Kompong Cham, Siam Reap, Kompong Thom,tikraBanteay

Meanchey, and Rattanakiri.

He used both primary and secondary data. He folhadsix main factors influence
girls out of school were related to factors pushcihare poverty of girls’ family,
inadequate school materials, unqualified teachens; far school from their village,
no security in community and school, bad environhreschool, and education level
of parents related to parents’ expectation on dcutaHe recommended that
government take measures to solve these problemsiér to reduce the number of

secondary schools girls dropping out of secondengals in Cambodia.

Kerner (1986) conducted a study to determine tfextf of pregnancy on secondary
school dropout of girls in Tanzania in two regimifDares Salaam and Dodoma. He
uses both primary and secondary data. He foundirihgéneral, existing practice in
Tanzania is that when a girl becomes pregnantydbeg father meets with the girl’'s
family to negotiate a bride price. In this sensaditional cultural gender norms
subordinate women in the patriarchal system, ard hack women’s educational
development, and this has increasingly causing aiema dropouts of secondary

school girls to be high in areas where marriageranged at an early age, and where
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girls are encouraged to marry as soon as they rpabkrty, making most girls
secondary school students to increasingly highittktthemselves simply too grown
up to stay in school, which finally increases apidut .he recommended that
Government take measures to make parents and ysatigeneral in Tanzania to
abandon that practice of early marriage among skagnschools girls in order to

reduce dropout of secondary school girls students.

Hunt (2008) conducted a research on why secondagest dropout from the
school, he found that one of the important factodeétermining access to education
is household income and financial circumstancesscasoling potentially incurs a
range of costs, both upfront and hidden. Upfromtanclude school fees, while the
more hidden costs include uniforms, travel, andggant and opportunity costs of
sending a child to school. Household income isdihko a range of factors; when
children start school, how often they attend, whetthey have to temporarily
withdraw and also when and if they dropout. Boattistical data and empirical
research suggest that children from better off ebakls are more likely to remain in
school, whilst those who are poorer are more likedyer to have attended or to

dropout once they have enrolled.

Dachi & Garret (2003) in a study on the reasons decondary school student
dropout, came up with findings portraying that dhiabor and education access,
including the relationships between child labor gmalerty; the types of work
children are carrying out (paid, household-unpagtjcultural); household structure,
education access to schooling; the gendered aradidoal aspect of working and

access etc. while conclusion made should be emHbeddhin the contexts of the
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research, a number of studies have produced sifmi#ings which are drawn upon
here. There are some studies which look specijicatithe relationships between
schooling dropout and child labor specifically, dmav child labor might contribute
to both the process of dropping out and in somescasenabling retention. Drawing
on some points about access and child labor inrgersame points will be raised.
Differences exist in terms of whether work is pardunpaid; income generating in
some way; or part of what might be regarded as éfmld chores or support. It is
important to note the difficulties in trying to piaint casual determinants around
such complex and household-specific decisions dtrtbwtes, particularly where

factors interact with each other.

24 Summary

The review of theoretical and empirical literatuvsa secondary school student
dropout shows that dropout is a combination of msogio-economic factors and the
degree of influence differ from one area to anotfeending on its specific social
economic and political factors set up. Therefotggested means of solving these
challenges influencing students’ academic progriesgjing to students to dropout
need to be case specific taking into account ogetlfactors at a particular time
period and place. Therefore to broaden understgndm factors contributing to
school dropout as revealed by literature coverade cspecific studies need to be

undertaken.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter described how the study was conduntedta collection and analysis.

It describes the research design, the area of stihdyresearch approaches, the
research sampling, the population of the studyata aollection methods, the data
collection instruments and the analytical toolsdata analysis. According to Kothari

(1990), a research methodology refers to a sustemtavay to solve the research

problem. This study, was based in the constru¢tpégadigm, used a case study
approach to explain factors associated with dropammong secondary school

students in Tunduma town in Mbeya Region of Tareahhis chapter describes the

research paradigm, approach, and design used ievadhe purpose of the study.

3.2  Approach of the Study

This study chose the quantitative approach bectgeséechnique used in collecting
data was questionnaire which was sent to the relgme. The answers from the
respondents were compiled in arithmetically usimggfiencies and percentages

which were then summarized by using tables andnhgrégothari, 2009).

3.3 Location of the Study Area

The study was done in Tunduma area of Mbozi distnidvibeya region. Tunduma
area was selected because it is one of the arddbani district with highest rate of
secondary school dropout and it borders the couoftrgambia, while being the

major transit center to southern African countrifs Zimbabwe, DRC Congo,
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Botswana, South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland and AagORT, 2013). According to
Momba District Council Report, 2014, by July 20T4nduma town had a total of
38,564 populations which is equivalent to 13.1 eetcof all people in Momba

District (Momba District Annual Report, 2014).

3.4 Research Design

A research design is the arrangement of condifionsollection and analysis of data
in a manner that aims to combine relevance todgkearch purpose with economy in
procedure Kothari (2009). A research design is eeedecause it facilitates the
smooth sailing of the various research operatidrereby making research as
efficient as possible yielding maximum informatianth minimal expenditure of
effort, time and money. Just as for better, ecowsahand attractive construction of a
house, we need a blueprint what is commonly called map of the house, well
thought out and prepared by an expert architectilaily we need a research design
or a plan in advance of data collection and angffgsi our research project. Research
design stands for advance planning of the methodsetadapted for collecting the
relevant data and techniques to be used in thalysis, keeping in view the

objective of the research and the availabilitytaffstime and money.

Among the important concepts included in the redealesign are dependent and
independent variables. A variable is a concept Wwhoan take on different

guantitative values. In this study the variables aducation, income, residence and
sex. These being the qualitative attributes wesmntfied in the basis of the presence
of the concerning attribute and non-continuous aldeis were used in expressing

number of events and respondents in integer valns Dependent variable is the
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variable which depends upon or a consequenceseobtier variable, while the

independent variable is the variable that is amteceto the dependent variable, for
example dropout of student depends on the partawéds of education; dropout is

the dependent variable while parent’s educatidghasndependent variable.

Research design are categorized into:

() Research design in case of explanatory researdrestaxplanatory studies are
also termed as formative studies. Their main pwepsghat of formulating a
problem for more precise investigation or of depeilg the working
hypothesis from an operational point of view.

(i) Research designs are in case of descriptive arghab#ic research studies,

descriptive research studies are these studieshwhre concerned with

describing the characteristics of a particularvidiial or of a group.

Table 3.1: Summary of the Difference Between Explatory Research Studies

and Descriptive/Diagnostic Research Studies

Research design Explanatory of Formulative Descrip¢e/diagnostic

Overall design

Flexible design (design must
provide opportunity for considering

different aspects of the problem)

Rigid design(design must make
y enough provision for protection

against bias and must maximize

reliability)
(i) sampling design Non-probability sampling design | Probability sampling
(i) statistical design | (purposive or judgement sampling) design(random sampling)
(iif) observational No pre-planned design for analysis Pre-planned design for analysis
design Unstructured instruments for Structured or well thought out
(iv) operational design | collection data instruments for collection of

No fixed decisions about the

operational procedures

data
Advanced decision about

operational procedures.

Source: Researcher (2015)
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(i) Research design in case of hypothesis testingargsstudies generally known
as experimental studies, experimental researchhase where the researcher
tests the hypothesis of casual relationship betweanables, usually
experiments are used in these studies, thus ilsis lenown as design of
experiments.

The study used a research design in case of dagergnd diagnostic research
studies, in which the study was concerned with twretertain variables are
associated with something else, that is whethecatdhn level, income level,
nature of residence and sex are associated withodtoof secondary school

students.

A case study based research design approach wateddas the main research
methodology in this study, and this is mainly bessaaf the methodological practices
used in collecting data. The approach allows aareber to explore in-depth a
program, event, activity, process or one or momviduals with respect to the
objective of the study. The phenomenon under inyasbn was to investigate the
factors associated with dropout among secondargo$ctudents in Tunduma town

in Mbeya Region of Tanzania.

Data was collected using structured questionnaimsthe case of primary data,
while secondary data were collected through theunh@mnts provided to the
researcher by secondary school and District educatiiministrations in both Mbozi
and Momba Districts (because before division into District, there was only one
district which was Mbozi District). Moreover, dateere coded for emergent themes.

Another component of case studies is the unit @flyais, defined as the area of
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focus of the study (Merriam, 1988; Yin, 2009). Fois study, this unit of analysis
was the individual schools and District and wardicadion offices covered by the

study.

3.5.1 Population

In the context of research; a population can berdesd as all possible elements that
can be included in the research (Kothari, 200@&)pufation of this study consisted of
14,101 respondents who were divided into the falhgwcategories: Secondary
school Students 2,892; Secondary school Teacheds Pd&rents 9,357; ward

Education officers 30 and District Education Offeel0 (Momba District Council

Annual Report, 2013).

3.5.2 Selection of sample elements

Because of its nature, a study used a non probalsimpling method called

purposeful sampling. Purposeful sampling is use@nwvpopulation elements are
selected for inclusion in the sample based on #se @f access; it can be called
convenience sampling (Kothari, 2009). The followingits of study were selected
for data collections which are Students, Secondahpol Teachers, Parents, ward

Education officers and District Education Officers.

This was mainly because they stand a better chahgeoviding information on
student’'s dropout from their respective secondaryosls in Tunduma area of
Momba District. Schools covered by the study wer@akéni, J.M Kikwete,
Mpemba and J.K Nyerere all located at Tunduma aféddomba District in Mbeya

Region. In total the study covered 69 respondentapcising the following sub
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groups Secondary school students 29; Teachers &&nt3 18; ward Education

officers 2 and District Education Officers 2.

Table 3.2: Population and Sample of the Study

Sample as percentage of

Type of Respondents Population Sample Population
Secondary Schools Students still
at schools 4,157 10 0.24056
Secondary Schools Students
Dropped out from schools 443 19 4.28894
Teachers 104 18 17.30769
Parents 9,357 18 0.19237
Ward Education officers 30 2 6.66667
District Education officers 10 2 20.00000
Total 14,101 69 0.48933

Source: Momba District Council Annual Report, 2@I®l Researcher computations

3.6 Data Collection Methods
In this study two types of data were collected.SEhare primary and secondary data.
The study Used field notes, participant observatod interviews to collect both

data primary and secondary.

3.6.1 Primary Data Collection Technique

Primary Data was collected through questionnaires

Questionnaires

Questionnaires are formatted set of questions #mat drawn up to meet the
objectives of the study. A questionnaire consistfigclosed ended questions was
developed as a tool for collecting data. The clsged questionnaires are in a form

of multiple choices, in which the respondent wakedsto tick or to fill in an
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appropriate number against the answers which thmefep While in open ended
guestions, the respondent were required to filthie empty space by giving their
feelings, experiences and opinions. The technigag fwund to be appropriate for
the study due to its objectives that were easigied respondents, respondents got
adequate time to respond, reliable, and cost effeat studying large and widely

scattered population (Kothari, 2004).

Sixty nine respondents were covered by the questioes which were administered
by the researcher. The respondents were the keymahts people who were
knowledgeable about the inquiry setting and aréitulabout their knowledge, and
whose insights was helpful in assisting an obsarvenderstanding events that have

happened and reasons why those events happened.

3.6.2 Secondary Data

Secondary data of this study was obtained froneadly existing records provided by
heads of schools, Wards Education offices at Turedwamrea, District education
offices in Mbozi and Momba Districts respectively Mbeya Region, Regional
Library at Mbeya city, and at internet sources. Memof dropout in schools,
involvement of parents/guardians in sensitizatiand mobilization of students for
their importance of studies and measures takemrdace dropout e. g conducting
meeting between teachers, parents and Educatiocermsfftheir respective levels

together with the local and central governmentdesd

3.6.3 Reliability
Reliability is concerned with whether alternativesearch studies would reveal

similar information; Strauss and Corbin (1998). dresure reliability of the study, a
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researcher decided to collect data from reliableces dealing with data generation

in the education field of which secondary data w@kected.

3.6.4 Data Analysis

The term analysis refers to the computation ofacenneasures along with searching
for patterns of relationship that exist among dgtaups. Thus, “in the process of
analysis, relationships or differences supportinganflicting with original or new
hypotheses should be subjected to statistical tdssgynificance to determine with
what validity data can be said to indicate any amions. Kothari (2004). In this
study, quantitative data were collected. The dateevdescriptively analyzed where
tables and percentages were used to present thiagm The questionnaire allowed
the study to use coding system and therefore nfakeite of the Excel in analyzing

data. Confidentiality was observed during analgsid collection of data.

3.7 Summary

In order to ensure that the researcher got accumédemation to enable her draw
meaningful findings, conclusions and recommendatidrom her research, the
researcher used both primary and secondary datdh er research design

comprising a case approach.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDI NGS

4.1 Introduction
The first part of this chapter provides backgrowfidhe respondents. The second
part provides views on the influences of dropousefondary schools students in

Tanzanian. These views are summarized in a tabarar;, graphs and pie charts.

4.2 Background of Group Characteristics of the Rgsondents

4.2.1 Social Demographic Characteristics of the Rpendents

The socio-demographic characteristics of the redpots examined in the study
were age, sex, and education. The age considenedinvgroups of 15-25 years, 26-
36 years, 37-47 years, 48-58 years, 59-69 yearsabosle 70 years. This is be
influence the study consisted youth who are seagnsizhools students and elders
who are parents and Government leaders. The sexesdered were males and
females. Education level of respondents considesethis research was primary
Education, Secondary Education (Form IV and VI) dbertificate, Diplomas,
Bachelors, Masters. Experience of the respondenisfluences of secondary school
students dropouts in Tanzania secondary schodisiuma area of Mbozi district
were considered in terms of numbers of years naroel year experience, two
years, three years, four and above years. Forc#se of overall groups of
respondents, they were considered in terms of b@mustudents still at secondary
schools, 19 former students who have dropped out §chools and did not return,
18 were parents and 18 were teachers, 2ward edoazficer and district education

officer 2.
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4.2.2 Social Demography of Respondents by Age

In research, respondent’s age is important forrdspondent to give meaningful
answers. Mature age are in good position to givammgful answers than younger
age. The group of age to be included in researaglbes/&fom one type of research to
another depending on the nature and purpose oénaseln this research age of

respondents were considered from the age of 15.year

This is be influence the study consisted youth \ah® secondary school students,
and elders who are parents and Government leasléh® iofficial age of a person
that is allowed to be employed according to Taremahiaws. Also this age is the one
which is considered by laws to be full grown persma not children. This research
chose age of mature person in order to gain mdieypelevant answers to find the
solution of the problem investigated in this resbarThus age was one of the

important variables related to the respondentswiea¢ considered in this research.

Table 4.1: Distribution of Ages of Respondents (n69)

Age (Years) Frequency Percentage

18-28 11 15.94

29-39 28 40.58

40-50 17 24.64

51-61 5 7.25

51-61 7 10.14

62 and above 1 1.45
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

The age considered was in groups of 18-28 year892@ears, 40-50 years, 51-61

years and above 62 years. A total of 69 resposdenthe case of overall groups of
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respondents, they were considered in terms of &tad®; Teachers 18; Parents 18;

ward Education officers 2 and District Educatiorfi€drs 2. Table 4.1 presents the

results.
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Figure 4.1: Age Group of Sampled Respondents
Source: Researcher (2014)

From Table 4.1 and Figure 4.1, it can be deducat] thost respondents covered by
the study were in the age groups of 29-39 years adoounted for 40.58 percent,
followed by 40-50 years who accounted for 24.64ceetr, 18-28 years who
accounted for 15.94 percent, 51-61 years who ad¢eduior 10.14 percent and the
last was above 62 years who accounted for 1.4%perchis is being influence the

study consisted both youth and elders groups aett tespective answers were
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relevant to this study. Since the researcher stavith the age group of 18 years it
can be concluded that the answers of both areaeldw this research. With respect
to the major objective of this study, it was reeelthat those students who start
primary school with older age of 10 or more years the ones who experience
higher rate of dropout when they are at secondahpdls, than those secondary
school students who started primary school withngmun age of below 10 years.
Those with starting primary schools at age more th@ years also coincides with
both the onset of puberty and with the increasethatel for the labor of older

children.

4.2.3 Social Demography of Respondents by Sex

Sex shows equality of gender in undertaking vargagal-economic activities in the
society while also shows the gender equality inoimwg in the decision making
process. The sex of respondents considered wersraatl female. For the case of
overall groups of respondents, they were consideréerms of terms of Students 29;
Teachers 18; Parents 18; ward Education officensd2District Education Officers 2.

Table 4.2 shows the overall results.

Table 4.2: Distribution of Sex of Respondents (n 69)

Frequency Percentage
Males 35 50.72
Females 34 49.28
Total 69 69.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

From Table 4.1 and Figure 4.1, it can be deducatrtiost respondents were males

who accounted about 51.0 percent while femaleswsted for 49.0 percent. This is
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be influence the study tries to use almost equalb®r of gender in order to obtain
the relevant answers that fit each gender. Withaeisto the major objective of this
study, it was revealed that the sex which has leg@eriencing higher and frequent

dropout from secondary schools were girls than boys

It was also revealed that matured females peaplBunduma area encourage girl
students to dropout from schools and become maraigdi this has also significantly
contributed to increase the number and rate of girbpping out from secondary
schools in Tunduma and other parts of Momba DistidMbeya Region. This was
done by obtaining answers from former boys and gdcondary schools students
who had dropped out from their respective secondahpols in Tunduma area of

Momba District of Mbeya Region.

4.2.4 Social Demography of Respondents by Eduaati.

Higher formal education is the center for the sasc®f any work of any
organization. Education is important to analyzeueéss and offer meaningful
suggestions. People with higher formal educatiorelgreater chances of analyzing
issues correctly, give meaningful answers, implénme@asures in the most desired
manners than persons with no or with lower fornthlaation. It is because of these
reasons that education was considered to be thé¢ imp®rtant variable of this
research. Sampled respondents’ educations werdedivnto the following groups:
Primary education, Secondary Education, Certif&sat@iplomas and Bachelors,

Masters and PhDs. Table 4.3 shows the results.
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Table 4.3: Education Background of the Respondeni{® = 69)

Education Level Frequency Percentage
Primary school 41 59.42
Secondary School 12 17.39
Certificates and Diplomas 9 13.04
Bachelors 6 8.70
Masters and PhDs 1 1.45
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

From the Table 4.3, it was noted that most respaisdeere in the education group
of Primary who accounted 59.42 percent, followedsbgondary school who were
17.39 percent, certificates and Diploma who accediribr 7.25 percent, Bachelors

accounted for 8.70 percent. Masters and PhDs ®olddb percent respectively.

This is be influence most respondents were studardgparents comprised majority
of respondents of this study whose education lsvielw be influence for a long time
most people around Tunduma area did not prefeave higher formal education but
to concentrate on trading activities and farmingnisTwas also associated with
increasing number of students dropping out fronosthin Tunduma area. When
interviewed, teachers from the following sampledoselary schools: Mpakani, M.M
Kikwete and J.K Nyerere all located at Tunduma arfellomba District in Mbeya

Region. The teacher, dropped out students and rtustedents still at schools;
pointed that female residents of Tunduma areas haga contributing to make girls

to dropout from their schools in order to becomeried.
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4.2.5 Experience of Respondents on the Factors lméncing Students

Dropouts in Tunduma Secondary Schools
With regards to Experience of Respondents on tiaeinces of students dropouts in
Tanzania secondary schools with references to Tmadarea for the period of 2007-
2013, experience was considered in terms of yearsely one year, two years, and

three years four years and above. Table 4.4 shoevsesults.

Table 4.4: Experience of Respondents to the Factohsfluencing Students

Dropouts in Tunduma

Experience Frequency Percentage
One Year 3 4.35
47

Two years 5 7.25
Three years 7 10.14
Four Years 4 5.80
Five Years and above 50 72.46

Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

From Table 4.4 and Figure 4.1, it can be deducadrntiost respondents with regards
to their Experience on the influences of studemtpaouts in Tanzania secondary
schools with references to secondary schools indiiona area for the period of
2007-2013, most respondents were in the group ftfefi years and above who
accounted for 72.46 percent, followed by eighteeary who accounted for 10.14
percent. This is be influence the problem of higiepout of secondary schools in
Tunduma area of Mbozi District (Momba District) a§ a long time and discussed

widely.
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4.3 Data Presentation According to Respondents Wies on Asked Research
Questions

The major research questions that were asked t@#pendents were:

() How Does the education level of parent’s influescgudents dropout?

(i)  How Does the distance of schools from home inflesratudents dropout?

(i) How Does the nature of students residence influsrirepout?

(iv) Among which sex of students is dropout higher careghdo the other?

From the study: Respondents were required to answer by indicatiegdegree of

responsiveness of their answer. The results arensuized in the Table 4.5.

Table 4.5: Influence of Education Level of Parent'Contributes to Students

Dropout
Frequency Percentage
Increases dropout through higher parents 8 11.59
negligence
Increases dropout by parents assigning parents to 9 13.04

do home and business work
increases dropout by encouraging early 6 8.70
marriages of students

all the above are correct 42 60.87
49
Indifference 4 5.80
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

From Table 4.5 when asked on how Does the educhi@h of parent’s influence’s
dropout of secondary school students in TundumanJowt of 69 respondents,

60.87 percent of all answers indicted that dropoateases by increasing parents
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negligence, increased negligence by parents asgigstudents to do home and
business work and increase dropout by encouraguny enarriages were correct.

11.59 percent said that it is due to increasing@marnegligence. 13.04 percent said
that it is due to increase dropout by parents assigstudents to do home and

business work. 5.80 percent were indifference.

This is be influence most people in Tunduma areaMbbzi District (Momba
District) have lower level of education and sigreint numbers of them have not yet
attended any formal education. Thus this bringst afl problem to education officers
in Mbozi District (Momba District) since they gettle cooperation from parents
when it becomes on the issue of mobilizing studemteduce their overall dropout

from secondary schools in Tunduma Town.

From research Question number one, the researaid fthat education level of
parents could influence students dropout. Mostno&idents who dropout come
from families where the parents themselves didspend more in school. Yet, there
are exceptions. Quite often students who have e@pmut still hope to complete

their studies also the Siblings’ educational exampimuch more influential.

Families in which elder siblings have left schoallg often see the younger ones do
the same. The response from the sampled teaclaeste ward education officers
and dropped out students stressed that most studdgnffTunduma who have
experience a dropout come from the family with Iwvel of education, and this
make their parents and guardians not to be settadvise their children whenever

they note any kind of situation that will encouratyepping out. They further point
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that in comparisons, students coming from famileth higher level of education

experience low rate of dropping out from their setary schools.

Table 4.6: Relationship Between Distance of Schodl®m Home and Students

Dropout in Tunduma Town (n=69)

Frequency  Percentage

Increases dropout through students getting tired to 4 5.80
walk for a long distance

Increases dropout by making students to become 4 5.80
too tired to follow up classroom work

increases dropout by students to become fear to be 3 4.35

attacked by bad people

all the above are correct 57 82.61
Indifference 1 1.45
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data, (2014)

From Table 4.6, when asked how does the distansehafols from home influences
students dropout in Tunduma Town, out of 69 respats] all 82.61 percent said
that all of the above mentioned answers are corfegercent said that they were
indifference. The interviewed teachers and dropped students points that long
distance from homes to schools have contributedhntocincrease the level of

dropping out from schools.

They point that this is from the fact that it malséisdents to become too tired after a
long walk, making students to fail to follow classm lessons properly and make
students fear from being attacked by bad peoplep Abme students live in areas
where there are no road for buses transport. That&in sometimes influences the

students to dropout. Some students see that thist@nce from school make them
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tired so they decide to leave the school. Alsodisgance from the school influence
students dropout be influence when they came atsechool they are punished.

Sometimes punishment can influence some studentt®pofrom the school.
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Figure 4.2: Influence of Distance of Schools from éime and Students Dropout
Source: Field Data (2014)

The Nature of Students Residence Influence’s Droppgummarized in the Table
4.7.

Table 4.7: The Influence of Nature of Students Redence on Students Dropout

Frequency Percentage

Increases dropout through students getting comiglot 11 15.94
people of the same nature
Increases dropout by making students to become 17 24.64

involved in doing tasks done by their neighbors

Increases dropout by students nit to be warnedéiy t 3 4.35
parents and neighbors

All the above are correct 37 53.62
Indifference 1 1.45
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)
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Figure 4.3: Influence of Nature of Students Resider® on Students Dropout
(n=69)
Source: Field Data (2014)
From Table 4.7, when asked how does the natureecdnslary schools students
residence influence’s dropout. The study used #mepte of 69 respondents, out of
them 53.2 percent said that all answers are cotrdbt percent said that they were
indifference. The answers obtained from sampleériay teachers, current students
still at school, dropped out students, ward edooatifficers, and district education
officers indicated that students coming from lowame and poor families are the
ones who experience a higher rate of dropout thadests coming from well and
higher income families. For the case of Tundumadathdr parts of Momba District,
most people are of low income earners and this doawributed to increase the

dropout of secondary schools students in Tunduee @fr Momba Districts.
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The fourth research question asked the responderdésnong which sex of students
is dropout higher compared to the other. In answgethis question the study used a
total of 69 and respondents were required to peoWmk suggestions based on sex
namely girls and boys. The answer to this reseque¥stion is summarized in the

Table 4.8.

Table 4.8: Males and Females Students Dropout at Twluma Secondary

Schools
Frequency Percentage
Males 8 11.59
Girls 61 88.41
Total 69 100.00

Source: Field Data (2014)

120

100

80

Numbers of
Respondents

B Frequency

m percentage

40

20

Girls

" —
@ 3
[1:] [=]
= =

Answers of the Respondents

Figure 4.4: Males and Females Students Dropout dunduma Secondary
Schools
Source: Field Data (2014)
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From Table 4.8 when respondents asked which semupfls is dropout higher
compared to the other 88.41 percent said that girls (females) who dropout at
higher rate and 11.59 percent said that it is oyales). Thus in conclusion, it can
be said that the sex which dropout is at higher irmlfTunduma secondary schools are
Girls (females). This is being influence the femstiedents engage in premarital sex

and result in unwanted pregnancy.

From the research question number four the studerokd that Girls stop their
education be influence of different reasons: eardyriages and pregnancies, poverty
(orphans), lack of parental care, bad school caddnd health problems. Although
sometimes parents and teachers are trying to geaditls back at school, they're still
refusing. The interviewed teachers dropped outestis)] ward education officers and
District education officers pointed that femaledsghave been dropping at a higher

rate than boys in Tunduma area of Momba District.

They noted that this is influenced by the fact tthegt girls mostly don’t have role
models and don’t see the positivity of finishingitheducation. “What’s the point of
studying hard, when your future vision is ‘just’ become mother and housewife?”
Besides all the reasons which has to do with tHe ghd her family, also the school
can be a reason for a girl to dropout. Sometimémjipens that the teachers abuse

the girls. Sometimes the community can stop itpbiishing the teacher.

But when the community doesn’t know be influenceepgs or girls won't talk about
the abuse while they are getting gifts or moneynftbe teacher, the teacher can get

away with it. And if the bad treatment doesn’t stapost girls decide to stop their
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education. From the literature most factors infltieg secondary school dropout
have been explained with solutions focusing on cgexific. Therefore to reduce
student dropout one need to focus on the contéghees dealing with as the already
established solutions do not fit for all. Withcaddressing the unknown, dropout
will continue and this will affect the socio-econienand cultural development of the

dropping students family the community and thearaét large.

4.4 Summary

Data analysis and presentation revels that dropbsecondary school students in
Tunduma area of Mbozi district (Momba District) as to the combinations of
socioeconomic factor and these should be takenantmunts by all stakeholders
involved in reducing dropout of secondary schodiglents in Tunduma area of
Mbozi District and these should be taken into aoteuly all stakeholders involved
in reducing dropout of secondary schools studentsfunduma area of Mbozi

District.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

The chapter presents and describes various coackidrawn from the results of the
study, basing on the objectives of the study. Alswesents recommendations to the
government in order to improve students completioh secondary school.

Furthermore it presents some important areas ftinduresearch.

5.2 Summary of the Study

From research question number one which asked dbpondents on Does the
education level of parent’'s influence’'s student®pdut, the study found that
education level of parents matters a lot with rdgdo the issue of students drooping
out from secondary schools in Tunduma area of MBuagirict. This is be influence
most people in Mbozi District(Momba District) hal@mver level of education and
significant number of them has not yet attended famghal education. Thus this
brings a lot of problem to education officers in &b District (Momba District)
since they get little cooperation from parents whietecomes on the issue of

mobilizing students to reduce their overall dropimai secondary schools.

From second research question which asked the mdepts on how does the
distance of schools from home influences studentpadit in Tunduma area of
Mbozi District? the study found that distance freamools contributed to dropout of
students be influence most students live in poanilfaand they cannot afford to buy

bicycle or motor cycle for transport, while in rueaeas there are no commuter bus
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(Daladala) transport which could have also redutedproblem of long distance
from schools experienced by students. This makest stadents to feel higher level

of tiredness to walk to and from schools and helemded to dropout from schools.

From the third research question which asked thpamdents how does the nature of
secondary schools students residence influencesodt, the study found that the
nature of secondary schools students residencelmatets to increase higher dropout
of secondary schools in Tunduma area of Mboziidistf Mbeya Region. From this
research question the study observed that the enatuistudents residence could
influence students dropout. Sometimes studentsameéng from the residence which
does not support education, also another residsack as “uswahilini” make the
students to enter in bad behavior such as usingsdithe students using these drugs
they tend to leave the school. Also some pupilseagaging in bad groups such as

thieves.

From the fourth research question which askedebpandents on Among which sex
of student is dropout higher compared to the othkie; study found that the sex
which dropout is at higher rate in Tunduma secondahools are Girls (females).
This is be influence the female pupils engage ianarital sex and result in
unwanted pregnancy. From the research question ewfolr the study observed
that Girls stop their education be influence ofeatiént reasons: early marriages and
pregnancies, poverty (orphans), lack of parentaé,chad school condition and
health problems. Although sometimes parents anthéza are trying to get the girls
back at school, they're still refusing. That's fgiinfluence the girls mostly don’t

have role models and don’t see the positivity wishing their education.
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5.3 Other Findings Factors Observed During the Stug
Also the study observed other factors which infeeethe dropout of the students.

The following are the factors, which influences paigropout.

5.3.1 Parents Socio-economic Status

Socio economic status of parents contributes imeigrie school dropout. Students
that come from well economic status and educatexliés try to persevere in school
program overcoming all the odds on the way to ss&cehile those from poor and
uneducated families do easily succumb to and tmopadit of the school system.
This direct cost includes cost of uniform, schooks school equipment, transport
and meal. The ability of each parent to be ablené®t the needs of their children

will determine their stability in the school.

5.3.2 Parents Perception on Value of Education

Another factor is parents’ perception on the vatiieeducation. Parents can be
unaware of the benefits of education even if thaliuof education and the link
between education and work are as they should rbeoine families, where the
major source of income is agriculture, parents inaye difficulties thinking about
lives for their children that are different fromethown and thus tend to undervalue
the potential benefits of education, this is theedo those parents who are engaged
in business activities as they don’t value muchcatian due to their success in

business.

Parents have control over their children therefpegents’ perception is an important

factor in determining whether or not their childneitl attend school. Children from
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homes with educated parents performed better ti@setfrom homes with low or no
education at all. Other reasons for the lack oép&al supports and encouragement to
go to school may be the parents’ own illiteracyir@bility to help them with their
homework, their lack of information about returnedducation and their desire to
have their children help them in the field whileuedtion is alienating them from

trade or agricultural work.

5.3.3 School Environment Factors

School environment factors are contributing towganayh dropout rate at secondary
school level in Mbozi. Beatings at school are coesed culturally acceptable to
ensure obedience. Despite growing awareness regattie issue, many school
teachers remain convinced that some degree of @rponishment is necessary to
instruct students although the governments of Tiaiazaanned corporal punishment

in schools.

5.3.4 Teaching Related Factors

Teaching related factors also influences the higipaut rate in Mbozi. One of the
major reasons identified is shortage of teacheyge@ally, in primary schools. They
could not manage pupils’ activities properly angifido not take interest in their
studies. Resultantly, some of the students rembgera from school and after all

leave the school.

Teachers especially female teachers hesitate to gchools located in remote areas,
which influence poor quality of education and ubitlgly dropout of students. This

compel the teachers to remain absent from schaattéad to family problems which
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influences the dropout of students. Some othershezarelated factors are low
morale of secondary school teachers and their hagsiiment towards pupils; sub
standard student-teacher ratio; inadequate knowledghe child psychology; and

low qualified and un-experienced teachers.

5.3.5 Geographical Factors

With regard to the geographical factors migratibstadents’ parents is also a major
reason of students’ dropping out. Long distancesabiols from homes and poor
transportation facilities are also main influenadsdropout at secondary level in
Mbozi. Accessibility to a primary school within trewea seems to contribute to

increase in a girl’s secondary school entry.

5.3.6 Cultural Belief

Some of these include the continued importancei@iftlaces on institutions such as
bride price, polygamy, adultery fines, especiafiyrural areas. The highest status
accorded to marriage and motherhood in Mbozi impaggatively on female
participation in education. Social traditions, deemwted religions, and cultural
beliefs may make it unacceptable for a girl to esprher opinions, make decisions
for herself or participating in activities with b®wf her age. Also social traditional
environment, which is rooted in culture, creates liarriers that rob females of their

human identity and social rights.

5.4  Conclusions
The main objective of the study was to assessdhees of dropout in schools with

special attention to the secondary school studdimis. study shows that increasing
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dropout of secondary schools students at Tundues @ir Mbozi District (Momba
District) is caused by a combination of factors eansocial factors, cultural factors,
economic factors and policy factors. Thereforegifigs indicate that dropout from
schools is a result of influence by multiple fastovhich are specific to individual

contexts among students.

To this end dropout is seen as a process ratherathavent, with individual stories
being difficult to replicate. The study indicatémt education levels of parents can
influences schooling retention. Also poverty cafluence dropout, this appears to
influence both schooling demand (e.g. inabilitypy school fees and other costs,
pressure on children to work/free others to wookydr health indicators) and school
supply (e.g. schools serving poorer communitiesroftave lower quality indicators,
with teachers less likely to want to work therewde resources, fewer schools).
Therefore, purposeful measures need to be takersotee these challenges
originating from cultural, social and economic fastcausing school dropout in the

area for improvement of the wellbeing of studemtd #he society at large.

5.5 Recommendations

On the basis of the findings and conclusions frdme study, the following
recommendations were made:

From the finding indicating that education levelpafrents matters a lot with regards
to the issue of students drooping out from secgndahools in Tunduma area of
Mbozi District (Momba District), it is recommendethat ward leaders in
collaboration with schools administrations, Didtidnd Regional education officers

should collaborate to carry on district wide camgpato educate parents on high
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social economic negative effects of dropout ofrtlokildren, and how parents can
collaborate with these Government leaders, pokees courts magistrates to reduce
the problem of dropout among their secondary schtuments studying at secondary
schools in Tunduma Town of Mbozi District (Mombastict)of Mbeya Region.

Some of the causes of dropouts are surfacing aosttvel. The school should also

play its part to make sure that the levels of dutp@re kept low.

The school should always make parents aware ofntpertance of sending their
children to school. This could be done through nigjag meetings and discussion
with parents.  Another recommendation covers thstadce from schools
contributing to dropout of students because magiesits live in poor family and
they cannot afford to buy bicycle or motorcycle fosnsport. In some areas also
there are no community bus (Daladala) transportiwkbuld have also reduced the

problem of long distance from schools experiencedtbdents.

Thus it is recommended that parents need to seoreynand buy bicycles for their
children to reduce the long distance they are timyedo / from the school. Also
where possible hostels should be built in school®riable students from distant
areas live in schools. Another challenge is on mia¢ure of unfriendliness of
secondary school students’ residence because gitadons leading to increase in
dropout of secondary school students in Tunduma aféMbozi District of Mbeya

Region.

For this it is recommended that there should banéimate relationship between

school and community, for instance by involving tdmenmunity in school activities,
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setting more consultation and prize-giving days Mdwelp to achieve this. School
authorities, through guidance and counseling pragrashould consistently remind

children about the dangers of dropping out of sthoo

Furthermore findings indicate that the sex withpdnat at higher rate in Tunduma
secondary Schools is Girls (females). This is beeahe female secondary school
students engage in premarital sex and result inanted pregnancy. Therefore we
recommend that health officials, parents, schoohiagstrations and officials from

District and Region education offices should caliate to spread basic reproductive

health education among girls.

5.6  Areas for Further Research

The study covered only one town in Mbozi Distritdmba District) in Mbeya
region, the study was conducted in a local leVedrefore there is a need to conduct a
research at the national level to find more issaktsed to the s dropout of secondary
schools students in Tanzania secondary schoolsoth tural and urban areas

respective.
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APPENDICES

Appendix |: Questionnaires for Students

This questionnaire is brought to you so as to gai/thformation concerning
secondary school, students’ dropout in Tunduma Tolneed your cooperation be
influence it is going to be useful to the commuratyd national development. All
information you are going to give me will be coridial.

Please tick one response

1. Are you a male or female?
(i) Male
(i) Female

2. What is your age group?
() 12-15years
(i) 16— 19 years
(i) 20 - 23 years

(iv) Above 23 years.

3. In which class are you?
(i) Forml
(i) Form
(i)  Form 1l
(iv) Form IV
(v) FormV

(vi) Form VI
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Are both of your parents still alive?
(i) Yes

(i) NO

Are you an orphan?
(i) No

(i)  Yes

It is true that low education level of Paremsthe main influences of
secondary school students dropout?
(i) Yes

(i) No

What is the level of education of your parents
(i) Primary level
(i) Secondary level

(i) Above Secondary level

Do you agree that most students dropping frehmoals are those whose
parents have low level of education?
(i) Agree

(i) Not Agree

Do most students drop from school end up wathdglife in their future?
(i) Yes

(i) No



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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What is the main source of income to your fami
(i) Farming
(i)  Business

(i) Salary

Do you get financial support from your pardotsyour studies?
(i) Yes for 100%
(i)  Sometimes

(i) Not at all

Do you agree that most students dropping femmools come from poor
families and not the rich one
(i) Agree

(i) Not Agree

Do you agree that the nature of secondarysdctodents’ residence is one of
the influences of dropout in your school?
(i) Yes

(i) No

How often do you attend school in a week?
() All days

(i) Four days

(i) Three days

(iv) Less than three days
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15. In your school between girls and boys who hreategh rate of dropout?
(1) Girls
(i) Boys

16. Do you think that the students who dropoumfrechools remain at home or
go same where else?
(1) Remain at home

(i) Go same where else

17.  Which group between boys and girls has higgn @& dropout be influence of
parents low level of education?
(1) Boys

()  Girls

18.  Which class is more affected by dropout duep@wents low level of
education?
(1) Form 1-2
(i) Form 3-4

(i)  Form 5-6
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Appendix Il: Questionnaires for Teachers

This questionnaire is brought to you so as to gai/thformation concerning
secondary school, students’ dropout in Tunduma Tolneed your cooperation be
influence it is going to be useful for the commyrand national development. All

information you are going to give me will be coridial.

Please tick one response

1. Are you a male or female?
(i) Male
(i) Female

2. What is your age group?
(i) 20-24years
(i) 25-29 years
(i) 30 — 34 years
(iv) 35-39 years
(v) 40 -44 years

(vi) above 44 years

3. Is true that parent’s low level of educatiomine of the influences of dropout
in your school?
(i) Yes

(i) No
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Do most students get education advice fronr fregents?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Which class in your school is more affecteddbypout due to parents’ low
level of education?

() Form 1-2

(i) Form 3-4

(i) Form 5-6

Do you agree that family low level of incomeadse of the influences of
dropout in your school?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Do most students dropping from school due tor gmancial support from
their families?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Who are more dropping from school between ginid boys?
(i) Girls
(i) Boys

(i) Equally dropping out
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10.

11.

12.

13.
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Do most students dropping from school remaimoate?
® Yes

(i) No

Is it true that the problem of secondary stistwdent’s dropout is greater in
Tunduma Town than other areas of the district?
® Yes

(i)  No

Do you think that the nature of students’ desce has an influence on
secondary school students dropout?
® Yes

(i)  No

Is it true that the nature of students resideiscthe main influences of
secondary school students dropout?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Do some parents in Tunduma Town involve thiitdeen who drop from
school in business than sending them back to sehool
(i) Yes

(i) No
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Appendix 1ll: A Questionnaire For Parents - Thiswill be Translated into

Kiswabhili

This questionnaire is brought to you so as to gah/thformation concerning
secondary school, students’ dropout in Tunduma Tolneed your cooperation be
influence it is going to be useful for the commyrand national development. All

information you are going to give me will be coridial.

Please tick one response

1. Are you a male or female?
(i) Male
(i) Female

2. What is your age group?
() 26-30years
(i) 31 -35years
(i) 36 —40 years
(iv) 41 -45years

(v) Above 45 years

3. Is your spouse still alive?
(i) Yes

(i) No
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4. In which class is your children?
() Form|
(i) Form I
(i) Form 1l
(iv) Form IV
(v) FormV
(vi) Form VI
5. How many children do you have in your family?
iy 1-2
(i) 3-4
(i) 5-6

(iv) More than 6

6. What is level of your education?
() Primary education
(i)  Secondary education

(i) above secondary education

7. Is it true that parents low level of educatisnone of the influence of
secondary school students dropout?
(i) Yes

(i) No
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10.

11.

12.
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What is the main source of income to your fgfil
(1) Farming
(i) Business

(i)  Salary

Is it true that parents low income is one @ ithfluence of secondary school
students dropout?
® True

(i) Not true

Do you agree that most of students droppiogifschools are come from
poor families, not from rich ones?
® Yes

(i) No

Is your income enough to support your chltiis/her school requirements?
® Yes

(i) No

Is it true that the nature of students residaniuence the secondary school
students dropout?
® Yes

(i) No
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13. From your experience which group between ginid boys have a high rate of
school dropout?
(i) Girls
(i) Boys

(i) Equal rates

14. What measures you will take if your child shewme signs of dropping from
school?
(i) Take him /her back to school
(i) Involve him/her in other activities.

(i) Nothing to do
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Appendix 1V: A Questionnaire For Education Officers

This questionnaire is brought to you so as to gai/thformation concerning
secondary school, students’ dropout in Tunduma Tolneed your cooperation be
influence it is going to be useful for the commyrand national development. All

information you are going to give me will be coridial.

Please tick one response

1. Are you a male or female?
(i) Male
(i) Female

2. What is your title
()  Education officer

(i)  Education stakeholder

3. What is your age group?
(i) 26 —30 years
(i) 31 -35years
(i) 36 — 40 years
(iv) 41 -44 years

(v) Above 44 years

4. For how long have you been in this offita¢e?
() Few months to one year

(i) Two years to three years



5.

6.
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(i) More than three years

Do you always visit secondary schools ia thstrict?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Is true that parents low level of educationoize of the influences of
secondary school dropout?
(i) True

(i)  Not true

Do most of the parents of Tunduma Town have iltm@me than parents of
students in secondary schools in other areas?
(i) Yes

(i) No

Is it true that students coming from poor faesilare more likely to drop from
school than those from rich families?
(i) True

(i)  Not true

Do students coming from poor families report your office to ask
assistance?
(i) Yes

(i) No
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10. In Tunduma Town which group between boys arld lgave high drop rate?
() Boys
(i) Girls

11. Do you think that the nature of students’desce is one of the influences of
secondary school students dropout?
(i) Yes

(i) No

12. Do secondary school Heads in Tunduma Townllysiggoort on the problem
of students dropout in their schools?
(i) Yes

(i) No



